T h e M em ph is O r c h id So c iet y

NEWSLETTER
August 2012
www.memphisorchids.org
(a tax exempt 501(c)3 organization)

Joan L. Levy
In Memoriam
page 4

Catasetinae
Observations
Doug Mallory
page 10

Polo Shirts!

Order This Month
page 7

HTC

Eric Kuhnel

page 8

The Detling Report
page 8

Lynn Fuller

AOS Affiliated Societies

page 9

Paph. Bel Royal ‘Magnifico’ HCC
Photo by Charles Wilson

Officers
& Posts
s
President
Mark Mills

Vice President
&
Programs
Forrest Brem

Secretary
&
Webmaster
Melissa Garner

Treasurer
Debra Baker

Hospitality
Secretary
Ellen Watson

Greeters
&
Orientation
Nancy Detling
&
Bill Detling

Show Chairs
Charles Wilson
&
Susan Wilson
memphisorchids
@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Pam Popejoy
memphisorchidnews
@yahoo.com

AOS
Representative
Charles Pintner

President’s
Column
Welcome everyone, to our
annual orchid swap!
This is a great opportunity to
streamline your collection and
get some new great plants at
the same time! Some of my
favorite plants have come from
orchid swaps in years past. But
the first year I was a member, I
skipped the orchid swap
because I only had a few
precious plants, and didn't want
to swap any of them. I didn't
realize that there would be lots
and lots of plants available,
even if I didn't have anything to
trade!
So new members, be sure to
join us on Sunday!
Typed with my thumbs from
Maui - Mark Mills

From the Forrest
Let me just tell everyone it’s been a crazy, fast
paced summer for me personally and I am eagerly
anticipating taking some time to slow down and
relax with friends at this weekend’s MOS Orchid
Swap. As some of you know, I will be leaving the
shelter of graduate school and joining the real
world next week by joining the University of
Memphis Faculty at the new Lambuth Campus in
Jackson TN! I will not be moving so I’ll still be a
part of our fabulous Society, but as a consequence
I will be downsizing my collection significantly to
reduce the amount of time I need to spend caring
for my collection. As a result, I hope you guys are
ready to take home some very nice orchids this
weekend. It really is a bittersweet time for me, but
as long as my plants are going to society members,
I’ll know they are going to good homes and maybe
I’ll see them down the road at Show and Tell.
In other news I’ve recently attended the Society
and Club meeting for Memphis Botanic Garden
and Affiliated Societies and have some news to
share, and I’m happy to say it is mostly good. The
bottom line is that the MBG is going to get a bit
more organized in terms of how they interact with
their affiliated members.

They plan on charging all clubs and societies that operate at MBG a $100 per year
membership fee which cannot be paid for with volunteer hours, so we will need to decide
where that money is coming from. Also they will continue to charge us $40 per month as a
rental fee for the meeting space; however, this can be paid by volunteer hours. More
scheduling will be required, but we likely will not have to meet in that tiny room that
makes us all feel like sardines in a can! They want to make the orchid collection more
public by initiating public displays, possibly greenhouse tours, and creating a photo gallery
on their website. These efforts are in their infancy, and I’m not sure when they will come
to fruition. In addition, they are considering letting us use any volunteer hours that are
over our requirement to pay for the room rental fee to go toward maintaining the orchid
collection. All these nice developments, like any, will come at a cost. We will need to kick
up our volunteer presence at MBG into overdrive so that they will have a hard time
justifying denial of our requests. I’ll be at the meeting this weekend with more specifics
and to answer any questions you may have.
Thanks, see you all this weekend.
From the Forrest Brem
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I N M E m o r ia m
Jo a n L. L ev y

JOAN L. LEVY was well known in the orchid world. She was born September 1,
1926 in Union City, TN. She spent her early years in Paducah, KY where she
graduated from Tilghman High School and Paducah Junior College. She came to
Memphis in 1956, married Ralph Levy, Jr. in 1958. From 1960 to 1985, she and
her husband worked to build Catherine's Stout Shoppe's into a substantial retail
entity for women’s clothing. As an amateur orchid grower, she amassed a
collection that grew into a large and greatly respected holding. She won well
over 125 American Orchid Society awards and produced over 100 registered
orchid hybrids. Through her international orchid connections and photographic
skills, she assisted in the identification of countless species new to cultivation
and many new to botany. Bulbophyllum levyae was named in her honor by Dr.
Lesley A. Garay. She was an Honorary Lifetime Member of the Memphis Orchid
Society and past member of the South Florida Orchid Society and New York
Orchid Society among others. She was 85 when she passed away May 18, 2012
at her home.
Bulb. binnendijkii
Contributed by Charles & Susan Wilson
'Odoriferously Magnifico' CHM
Bulb. uniflorum 'Magnifico'
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Phal speciosa var christiana
'Magnifico' CHM-AM AOS
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Para. phaldenevei 'Magnifico' AM
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'Magnifico' HCC-AOS
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O r d er Po lo Sh ir t t h is m o n t h !
Orders are now being taken for members wanting an embroidered logo Memphis Orchid Society
polo shirt from the selection of colors available in the photo. The logo selected (see photo)
should look good on all most any color. Shirts are 100% cotton and available in men, women and
youth sizes as well as tall and plus.
Cost is $26 each. There will be an extra charge of $4 for tall and plus sizes. You can add a pocket
for $5 extra and/or add your first name embroidered on the opposite side for $3 extra.
Please be prepared to tell Susan Wilson the number, color, and sizes (plus any options) at this
month’s meeting (26 Aug) and give your check to Debra Baker (payable to MOS).
Order will be submitted 1 September and shirts should be here by the September meeting.
Charles & Susan Wilson

Debra Talks Money
If you would you like a Memphis Orchid Society Name Tag the cost
is $7.00 for a pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet tag.
Thank You!
Debra Baker

The Detling Report

2012 Show Schedule
Nov. 2-4

Nashville Orchid Society
Nashville TN

July Meeting Minutes

What a great meeting we had in June: a record number of people
(57), orchids everywhere, delicious food, and a great program!

Old business:
The MOS orchid shirts are still being researched.

New members in attendance included Andrea Price, Keith Grieser,
and Brenda & John Wilcher. We hope the other new members
who join during the May show can join us for the July meeting.

New business:
Shows left for the 2012 year are Birmingham and Nashville.
Birmingham was a no as we usually don't have enough in
bloom to justify going.
Nashville was voted on and a motion to go was made by Ellen
and seconded by Fay. This is pending review by treasurer as
she was not present during the motion.
Addendum: Debra Baker arrived late to the meeting and
confirmed the funds were okay to attend Nashville.

Our 12 visitors included Teresa Summey, Marvelle Watson, David
Ludgman, Suzie Morris, Dave Bauer, Greg Chandler, Lauryce
Graves, Charlotte Woods, Lois Woods, Jo Hale, Terry Thompson,
and Trisha Pegues. Lauryce, who has visited several times before,
became our newest member. Welcome Lauryce! Terry
Thompson, as most of you know, is a former MOS member. Terry
says he has been extremely busy this past year writing a book.
Keep in touch Terry and come back when the book is finished and
things settle down a bit.
Hope to see you all at the July meeting.
Bill and Nancy

Heat Tolerant Cymbidiums
This summer has turned out to be a disaster due to the unusually
hot weather, and the fact that the Cymbidiums take up so much
room they cannot be kept in the greenhouse over the summer.
Even with watering and fertilizing, growth came to a standstill and
many leaves burned even though under 55% shade cloth.
The Heat Tolerant Cymbidiums didn't fare much better. Of the 50
HTC plants none exhibited the burned leaf problem that was
exhibited by the standard types, but also had for practical
purposes little or no new growth, and only one, a Don Wimber,
blossomed with a single inflorescence.
Slowly, I am transforming our orchid growing into Cymbidiums,
with other types not being replaced when attrition takes its toll.
The only other exception is the Vanda Alliance which appears to
love the hot full sunlight conditions.
I will not know if late fall will produce any quantity of
inflorescences on either the standard or HTC types. The one thing
that I haven't decided whether or not is a blessing or a detriment
is that I have not lost a single Cym to the heat, hence the weaker
plants did not get weeded out by the weather.
Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@hotmail.com

Adrian Giles brought to the attention that the MBG orchid
collection is not funded well and we as members could
contact either him or Paul to possibly volunteer as there is a
definitely a lot to still be done. Funding is problematic but
offering to volunteer your time is something we can do in lieu
of any monetary contribution.
Charles suggested a few questions to ask to help define how
the volunteer hours effect the cost of rooms for both the
monthly meetings and the annual show. Melissa suggested
that Forrest bring up several questions concerning rental
costs, reservations of rooms, and how volunteer hours are
calculated against these fees. Paul mentioned that there are
any number of things like repotting or just general
maintenance that MOS members could help with and would
be greatly appreciated.
Visitors and new members were introduced.
Adrian donated a tabletop display to the club to be used at
the annual MOS show in May.
Forrest introduced our July 2012 guest speaker Ellen Covey of
Olympic Orchids for her informative talk on orchid
reproduction. Also she offers a locating service for hard to
find orchids.
Orchid of the month was selected by David Potts. He chose
Fenwick Chappel's Vanda Pakchong Blue.
Auction at the end of the meeting. Our guest speaker
graciously donated several compots to be shipped to the
winning bidder.
Meeting adjourned.
The Garners

L y n n F u LLER
A O S A ff ilia t ed So c iet ies

I hope your summer has been going well. Gearing up for the upcoming fall season, I thought I would focus on a
few news items and reminders from AOS Headquarters.
1.
The special supplement this year is on the genus Cycnoches, its species and hybrids. This special
supplement is becoming a favorite tradition and extra benefit of being a member of the American Orchid Society.
The supplement is underwritten by a combination of advertising and members’ donations. More information
about the supplement, its costs and your opportunity to underwrite some of the expense of its publication and
distribution may be found on the AOS website (http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=226). Donations of any
size are appreciated. The continuation of this supplement on an annual basis will be dependent on its appeal to
and the support of AOS members. Please be generous in your support of these special supplements.
2.
Did you know that liability coverage for your meetings and shows is available through the AOS at a
competitive fee? We are pleased to announce that we are again able to offer this benefit of affiliation for $250.
As last year, a single fee can now cover both your society meetings and your show. More information about this
benefit and the procedure for procuring it may be found on the website under the Affiliated Societies tab
(http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=44).
3.
Another benefit of being an affiliated society is that your society can host one of the two meetings per year
of the American Orchid Society’s members and trustees meetings. Hosting the AOS as part of your annual show
can be a rewarding experience for your society as well as taking your show to the ‘next level’ having international
or national prominence. AOS is looking for locations for upcoming meetings starting in the Fall of 2014 and
beyond. Other orchid Alliances that often join the AOS at many of these shows are the Orchid Digest, the Slipper
Orchid Alliance, and the Phalaenopsis Alliance. These joint meetings are an incredible opportunity to learn about
the fascinating world of orchids.
4.
As fall is approaching, the AOS is getting this year’s Orchid Source Directory ready for printing. Each
affiliated society will be listed at no cost with the information on file with the AOS. If your society has changed
your meeting locations, dates, times, addresses, website, or email, please let Membership Services
(theAOS@aos.org) at AOS know so the most up-to-date information is printed. In addition if you have an orchid
related business and want to be included in the directory contact John Wrench at AOS (jwrench@aos.org) for the
form. The cost for a business listing is $150 and includes both the printed listing as well as our online directory.
August 31 is the deadline for these listings.
5.
Do you know what your society’s renewal date is? Starting three months prior to expiration, a renewal
notice for all membership levels is included in the magazine polybag. If you or your society happened to have
missed these, we’d love to have you back. Please contact the office at theAOS@aos.org or by phone at 205-7402010 to inquire about expiration dates.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

Catasetinae Observations
Doug Mallory
When I started growing orchids, I was reluctant to try anything that needed a dormant season. I had an unreasonable fear that I
would just kill these plants. I just did not understand --- hot, cold, cool, wet, totally dry, somewhat dry? There were just too many
possibilities. At some point though, I tried. Sometimes I did kill the plant, but, with practice, the culture started to make sense.
This article deals with one group of plants that require dormancy. The Catasetum group contains four main genera: Catasetum,
Cycnoches, Mormodes, and Clowesia. It is easy to find culture information on them. (In fact, the AOS is publishing a special
supplement to Orchids this fall on Cycnoches.) Much of the culture of this group is similar for all four genera. I thought it might be
good to point out differences among them.
This article will point out rules of thumb that can be seen in this group. Of course, there are usually exceptions to any “rule of
thumb” so I don’t guarantee they apply to every species, but I have grown enough to see that these points generally apply.

Size of Mature Plants
My Catasetum plants usually grow the largest in this group. I have one Catasetum hybrid with a leaf span close to three feet. The
pseudobulb is about 18” tall.
My Clowesias have shorter and fatter pseudobulbs, but wider leaves. Catasetum leaves are usually around two inches wide, but
many of the Clowesia leaves are about 4” wide. The Catasetum pseudobulbs resemble long cigars, but Clowesia pseudobulbs are
more conical. They are usually about 4” tall.
Mature Cycnoches pseudobulbs are cigar in shape, but shorter than those belonging to Catasetum. Mormodes are usually the
smallest plants; many will bloom on plants that are only 4” or 5” tall with leaf spans of only 5”.

Bloom Time
Each June, I usually see my first Catasetum tenebrosum blooms. I have a tenebrosum hybrid (Crownfix Voodoo) that blooms in June
and then again in August, however there seems to be a lot of variation in Catasetum bloom time because I also have some that do
not bloom until cool weather.
Cycnoches usually bloom in late summer - August and September, and Mormodes bloom a little later. My Cycnoches usually bloom
with leaves still on the plant, but Mormodes often bloom after the leaves have fallen.
Clowesia are usually the last to bloom. Often they are not in bloom until January.
Cycnoches plants grow a bloom spike from near the top of the pseudobulb, and then it is pendant. The spike for the other genera
grows from near the bottom of the pseudobulb, grows upright, and then arches. Bloom spikes of Clowesia grow from the base and
then hang over the pot with almost no upright growth. The spike for a very few species in this group grow totally upright.

Flower Sex
Clowesia is the only genus in this group that has “perfect” flowers. That means the flowers have male and female parts. Other
genera will have male flowers, female flowers, or both, but each flower will only be one sex. Typically male flowers are more
attractive and colorful. Female flowers are often green and hooded. When a plant has male flowers, they are usually more
numerous, but they do not last as long as female flowers. Common knowledge says that high light during bud formation will cause
female flowers and lower light will result in male flowers. I do not think anyone has actually tested this idea, but my observation is
that it is believable.
Dormancy
All Catasetinae go dormant during winter in the Northern hemisphere. In early spring, they are genetically programmed to start
growing roots before the rainy season starts. Culturally, that means that we should wait until the roots are a few inches long before
we start to water. A new growth should also start at this time. Watering too early can cause the roots and the new pseudobulb to
rot. Most of my plants start growing in late February or early March. Clowesia, however, is often later. Sometimes they don’t break
dormancy until May. In my impatience I recently lost a Clowesia russelliana because I started watering too early. I knew better, but
it was warm and I thought it might start. Instead the plant rotted.

A Final Note
There are many inter-generic hybrids in the Catasetinae. Although I can generalize about some of their habits, I won’t. Like I said,
you can probably name a species that differs from the points above, and I know you would be able to find hybrids that differ. I hope
you are inspired to try some plants from this group. Don’t let dormancy scare you!

