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Upcoming Sponsorships 
 
 

November 19  — Daniel Cohen, BrIan Kirschner & Anon-
ymous 
November 26 — Rabbi and Mrs. Algaze 
December 3 — Daniel & Carol Yaghoubian  

     SUNDAY 
Nov. 13 / 19 Heshvan 

        
 

7:30 am Gemara Shiur 
8:00 am  Shacharit 
9:00 am Breakfast 
9:30 am Parasha class in 
Spanish — Rabbi Algaze  

MONDAY  
Nov. 14 / 20 Heshvan 

 

  
6:30 am Gemara Shiur 
7:00 am  Shacharit 

TUESDAY 
Nov. 15 / 21 Heshvan 

 
 

 

6:30 am Gemara Shiur 
7:00 am  Shacharit 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Nov. 16 / 22 Heshvan 

  
 

6:30 am Gemara Shiur 
7:00 am  Shacharit 
 
7:00pm New Class : Book of 
Samuel by Rabbi Algaze  

THURSDAY  
Nov. 17 / 23 Heshvan 

  
 

6:30 am Gemara Shiur 
7:00 am  Shacharit 
 

 

FRIDAY 
Nov. 18 / 24 Heshvan 

 
 

6:30 am Gemara Shiur 
7:00 am  Shacharit 
 
4:18 pm Candle Lighting  
4:25 pm  Mincha & Kabba-
lat Shabbat  

 

Shabbat Shalom! 
 

4:23 pm Candle Lighting 
4:30 pm Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat 
 

8:45 am Mishnayot Shiur 
9:00 am Shacharit 
9:06 am Latest Shema 
Parasha  p. 78 Haftorah p1134 
11:00 am Drasha, Kids Program 
3:45 pm Gemara Class 
4:15 pm Mincha, Seudah Shlisheet 
5:21 pm Maariv, Havdalah 

Kiddush & Seudah Shlisheet sponsorships available. 

The Havurat Yisrael Kiddush 
 

One of the most characteristic features of   
Havurat Yisrael is the time we spend together. 
Even after the food is gone and the tables are 
clean, people still stay to chat and mingle, thus 
developing the special bonds that unite us. It is 
sad to see that some Shabbatot go without a sponsor. 
Please consider sponsoring a kiddush so that all our 
dates are filled with the sponsor’s name.  

THE 41st JOURNAL DINNER  
IS HERE! 

 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the Honorees of this year: 
• Rachel and Louis Ordentlich 
• Sara Elisheva Palala 
• Tom Hamori 
 

The dinner is scheduled for Sunday December 4th at Congregation 
Beth Shalom in Lawrence. 
 

The Journal and You 

The Journal campaign is in full mode! We have received ads including sev-
eral Diamond Pages ($1,000) from our most dedicated solicitors. The dead-
line and dinner are approaching fast. Please bring your ads in ASAP!  Pick 
up an ad form and bring it to the store you patronize or the professional in 
your life and ask them to place an ad in the Journal. Merchants are happy to 
know that their names and businesses will be recognized in the community.  

Also, do not forget any generous relative or friend with a charitable disposi-
tion; they may be ready to help your synagogue, but you have to ask! Re-
member, the Journal supports all of the activities and functions of the syna-
gogue and they can only continue with all of our help. Finally, this is the 
House of G-d and as such it should be strengthened and honored. This annu-
al campaign is the way we can all do it. And we can all celebrate this com-
mon effort at the Annual Dinner on December 4th. Go, Havurat, go! 

Kol Nidre Honor Roll 
Rabbi David & Tamara Algaze 
Eileen Alter 
Anonymous 
Mehran & Rahel Arasheben 
Hadassah Barragan 
Nikolay Burt 
Gary & Yael Emmanuel 
Henry Flores 
Jack & Shulie Goldhaber 
Meye Hernandez 
David & Renee Hirsch 
Bruce & Miriam Jacobs 
Matthew Jacobs 
Seymour Kaplan 
Ira & Cathy Kleiman 
Fernando & Ivelisse Leana  

Roger & Jeanine Mashihi 
Louis & Rachel Ordentlich 
Belazel Paniagua 
Kiana Paniagua 
Carlos & Gloria Portela 
Tzvi & Devorah Prado 
Jerry & Jennifer Revich 
Marc & Karen Rose 
Stuart & Judy Rosen 
Arlene Ross 
Marc & Gail Silverman 
David & Debbie Sosnowik 
Jane Stiefel 
Daniel & Carol Yaghoubian  
Yael Yepez 

A TIME TO LEARN 
CLASSES RESUME AT HAVURAT YISRAEL 

 

• Sundays at 9:30 am- Rabbi Algaze's Parsha 
class in Spanish 

• Mondays at 7 pm- Journey in Jewish Literature, 
beginning 11/21  

• Tuesdays at 7 pm- Parasha class, beginning 
11/15 

• Wednesdays at 7 pm - NEW class on the Book 
of Samuel, beginning 11/16 

JOURNAL AD DEADLINE APPROACHING! 
 

If you want your ads to be in the main Journal Book, 
please send them before THIS TUESDAY November 15 
since the book must go to press. Ads which come in 
after will appear in the supplement.  

Condolences to Debie Greenberg on the passing of her 
sister, Becky Goldstein Z”l. 



ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 
by Rabbi David Algaze 

 
“And He said, ‘Please take your son, your only one, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the land of Moriah; bring him up as an 
offering…’”(Beresheet 22:2) 
 
This was the last and most challenging of the ten tests with 
which G-d tested Abraham. It was the most difficult because 
Abraham could not rationalize why the loving G-d would issue 
such an order, especially one that contradicted the concept that 
Abraham had of Him?  Many commentators and philosophers 
throughout the ages have struggled to understand the reason 
behind this terrifying request. Some have seen in Abraham’s 
choice the epitome of man of faith who chooses to believe in G
-d as, in the words of the Danish thinker Soren Kierkegaard, a 
“leap of faith.” Abraham represents the man of faith who 
believes in G-d as a decision transcending rationality. Others, 
such as Abarbanel, regard this heroic act of sacrifice as the 
major storehouse of merit for the Jewish people. But what is the 
lesson of this act for us? 
 
R. Zalman Sorotzkin (1881-1966) in his commentary “Oznaim 
Latorah” has a very frightening insight. He writes that the test 
of the Akeda, the tenth in the list of Abraham’s trials, is an 
atonement—in reverse order of time-- for the later sin of the 
Spies about whom G-d says, “They have tested me ten 
times.” (Bamidbar 14) The Spies were guilty of rejecting the 
land of Israel with their pessimistic report and as result of this, 
the people of Israel was condemned to spend an additional 40 
years in the desert. Since they refused to “go” to the Land, G-d 
commands Abraham “Go to the land of Moriah” as a way of 
anticipatory atonement for the later sin of the Spies. By 
Abraham’s willing acceptance of this command and his journey 
there almost joyfully to sacrifice his son, he was actually 
bringing atonement for the children who would reject the 
promise to go to the land in the future.  
 
This explanation connects the refusal to enter the land of Israel 
with the sacrifice of Isaac and hence with all the sacrifices and 
suffering that Israel would endure in its long and tragic history. 
Here R. Sorotzkin may be very subtly suggesting that the 
refusal to accept the land has had tragic consequences for the 
Jewish people. In a similar vein, Rabbi Teichtal in his 
monumental work, “Em Habanim Smecha”, argues that the 
afflictions suffered by European Jewry in the last generation 
may be connected with the negative attitude towards 
acceptance of the Land, especially among religious circles. In a 
way we can see the diametric opposition of Abraham’s journey 
to the land with the indifferent and lethargic attitude of many 
people regarding the settlement of the land of Israel.  
 
Many have seen in the sacrifice of Isaac the epitome of the 
Jews’ determination to serve G-d even at the risk of their lives. 
Abraham represents the source of this trait of “sacrifice” found 
in the Jewish people, a feature that runs counter to the human 
desire for self-protection. This quality finds its way not only 
among the scholars and the leaders of the people, but also 
among the simple and the unlearned, who were always ready to 
give up their lives “al Kiddush Hashem” (sanctification of       
G-d’s Name). This powerful attribute has its origin in the 
“deeds of the fathers.” The Natziv (R. Berlin, 1817-1893) 
writes that a human being has the capacity for lofty actions but 
so long as these abilities are not brought from their potential to 
the actual condition they cannot take root in him. For this 

reason, G-d subjects a person to a “test” and through it the 
attribute goes from the potential to the actual and thus it 
becomes ingrained in him. By the Akeda, G-d elevated 
Abraham’s spiritual gift, and what was embedded in 
Abraham’s character became the characteristic of his children 
forever. 
 
The Hatam Sofer (R. Moshe Sofer, 1762-1839) says that 
through the Akeda, G-d was testing the entire nation to see if 
they would be able to serve G-d under all circumstances. By 
challenging the lives of the early Fathers, G-d was providing 
their children with the tools to withstand the anguish of Exile 
and many other torments, including bloody persecutions and 
plans for extermination. When G-d saw the determination of 
Abraham and even of his son Isaac, the intended victim, to go 
to their destiny without hesitation, G-d became convinced that 
from this seed many great and holy people like them would 
emerge.  
 
But not only through their deaths has the Jewish people served  
G-d. The sacrifice of Abraham in accepting the order “to go” is 
the source of the idealism and self abnegation of many who in 
the last hundred years and especially in this generation have 
accepted willingly the order to “go up to the land.” The early 
pioneers gave up many comforts and placed their lives in 
danger for the purpose of settling in the land of Israel. Not less 
impressing, the pioneers of today who defy convention and 
logic by insisting in setting up residence close to Arab enemies 
just for the sake of reclaiming the land of Israel for the Jewish 
people, are undoubtedly the children of this Abraham and this 
Isaac.  
 
The Akeda represents not merely a historical event limited to 
its place in time, but it is actually a recurring gesture that 
informs the Jewish people of all times. If we are capable of 
such sacrifice and self denial, nothing will be beyond our 
capacity to achieve. That is the meaning of the blessing with 
which G-d blesses Abraham at the end: that his offspring would 
be like “the stars of the heaven” –that we would be capable of 
majestic actions in times of glory, like heavenly stars and that 
through us “all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”  

Refuah Shlema  Alte Ester Riva bat Devorah Shifra (Eileen Alter), Batya bat 
Rachel (Betty Feit), Malka Bat Buca (Yeni Hassin), Zeev Zelig ben Sarah Tish 
(Tom Hamori), Yossef Ben Sarah (Jose Alvares),  Zalman Mor-
dechai  Yitzchak Halevy ben Alta Chana (Stuart Greenberg), Chava Naomi 
bat Doba Chana. 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

THE AUTOMATED PLAQUES IN OUR SHUL  HONOR THE MEMORY 
OF YOUR LOVED ONES EVEN IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND SER-

VICES. 

Please place your order now to ensure that the names of 
your loved ones will be included by the next Yizkor.  Price 
for each plaque is $500. All orders must be pre-paid before they 
are processed.  


