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This Is What It's All About - Paragraph Two of the Declaration of Independence

We hold these truths to-be self~evident, that all mew are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certainv unalienable Rights, that among these awe Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.--That to- secure these rights; Governmenty ave instituted aumong Meny
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends; it is the Right of the People to-alter ov to-abolishv
it, and to- insgtitute new Government, laying ity foundation ow such principles and organizing
ity powers inv such formy as to-them shall seemv most likely to-effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governmenty long established should not be changed for
light and transient couses; and accordingly all experience hatihv shewn; that menkind are
move disposed to- suffer, while evily owe sufferable; thaw to- right themselves by abolishing the
forms to- whichv they awre accustomed. But whew a long train of abuses and usiwpations;
pwrsuwing inwariably the same Object evinces a desigw to- reduce thewmr under absolute
Despotismy it is their right, it iy their duty, to-thwow off such Government, and to-provide new
Guawds for their future security. -- Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and
suchv iy now the necessity which constraing them to- alter their former Systems of Govervument.
The history of the present King of Great Britmin iy av history of repeated injuries and
wswrpations;, all hawing inv divect object the establishument of auv absolute Tyrawuny over these
States. To-prove this; let Facty be submitted to-av candid world.

With those words our Founders explained to each other, to colonial citizens, and to the world why
the 13 American Colonies had come to this point in their History. The preamble had referred to the
Laws of Nature and Nature’s God which entitled all people to certain respect and rights. Following
the second paragraph, a lengthy list of abuses by the King of England was enumerated (not shown).

The words of paragraph two, shown above, assured the world of the legitimacy of certain
“unalienable rights” which apply to all humans, whether American or not. These rights can’t be given
or withheld by any government because they are “endowed by their Creator.” The people who are so
endowed with rights also give consent to their government to enforce and protect those rights - i.e.
power comes from the people. This document declares that it is the right, indeed the duty, of the
people to revolt against any government that destroys and doesn’t protect such unalienable rights.

After this declaration of Freedom and Liberty, the Revolutionary War was fought and won. Ultimately
the U.S. Constitution was the tool intended to carry out the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.
That was followed by the first ten constitutional amendments, or “The Bill of Rights,” which clarified
and emphasized certain elements of the Constitution. Some felt it compromised some of the
perceived imperfections of the Constitution.

How blessed we are to have had Founders with such wisdom and foresight!
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