Magazine articles, 

Facebook Posts, 

websites, 

trade journals, 

cookbooks; 


a large portion of what we look at each day is focused on one thing, 



the way things could or should be.  

Magazines show us what we could make with fabric 


or wood 


or paint, 



if we just took the time to do it,



 plus the money.  

Facebook Posts show how other people are living at the peak moments of their lives.  

Websites have the cutting edge technology that will make your life easier.  

Trade journals and cookbooks show you what is possible, 


if we do things just as we are directed.  

Scripture is no different.  


It not only tells us how God created us, 


how we rebelled, 


what God did to make us right, 

but it tells us what our future holds 


when we embrace the task God has called us to.

Today we heard part of how God's story appears in eternity.  

This move into eternity, 


is surprisingly similar however, 

to how God created us.  


We are back in a garden.  



There is the tree of life there, 



there are other fruit trees, 



life is there, 



and humans are there, 



and God is there in relationship with us, 




as the center of our world.  

We are there as servants serving him.  


His name is on our foreheads, 


or his character is on the forefront of our minds,



 we are actually living into the image of God in which we were created.  

Remember, 


this is what God intended all along.  

We were supposed to be in the garden, 


taking care of creation, 


naming the creatures, 


and helping all of the pieces develop and support each other.

In previous sermons of Revelation 22, 


I have spent time talking about how it is a garden, 



but now also a city, 


that being the only change.  

However, I heard the addition of a city to the garden, 


because I have very western ears 



who read Country Mouse and City Mouse too many times.  


The fruit trees and plants with seed



grow in the country, 


concrete and streets 



grow in the city.  

But ancient oriental ears would have heard the description of the Garden of Eden 


as a palace garden.  


The garden of the King within his palace.  

Hence the gates around the garden 


that the Cheribum guard, 


and God only coming to walk in them in the cool of the evening.  

A king has a work day to put it, 


before he has time to enjoy himself.  



The British would probably be able to hear it a little that way, 




with their castles and grand gardens.  



Hopefully, someday as more gardens pop up on rooftops 



and natural space fills in between the brick and mortar, 




we will be able to as well.  



Central Park in New York is a healthy start.

So with this new piece, 


we should be hearing Revelation, 



exactly the same way we heard Genesis.  

God has put us in prime position to work in his image 


to be as creative and free as we want, 


with none of the hindrances we had before.  

We are again in the presence of God, 


but this time, 



there is no one to lead us to question God.  

The serpent has been dealt with 


and thrown into the fiery pit, 



because of his rebellion, 

death has been conquered, 

and heaven is no longer in a separate dimension from earth.  


The two have become one.  

All has been restored.  


This sounds like our end goal.  

This is what we should be flipping through magazines 


and scrolling through facebook posts 


and pinterest pages thinking about.  



How do we help bring about such a world 




where God's love is the only currency?  



Where his joy and his justice flow freely from the throne 




and make all things right.

But can we imagine living in this world?  

Are we desiring to live in this world?  


What would we do if there was nothing to fix?  



If all responded to the Triune God's will without trouble.  



If the ground did not give us such toil and labor?  


If we went to create something 



and the Hardware store had everything we needed 



and we remembered everything on the first trip there.  

It seems like there would be nothing left to do, 


other than be creative, 



just like the one who's image we are made in.  

Creativity and freedom to make and create, 


are largely diminished 



when basic needs are not being met.  

We have heard enough news reports about school budget cuts 


to know that the first thing to go is the creative pieces, 



music, drama, and art.  


Reading and math are always solid.  

The same for people in crisis.  


Money goes towards basic needs, 


time goes towards surviving.  



Songs and poetry, 



art and expression 




come out only on special occasions.  

But when God has fully removed the curse, 


when the trees themselves bring healing, 



where life is flowing untainted, 



uninhibited, 



crystal clear through the city, 


there will only be time for pushing the limits of life.  

Not just in the arts, 


but in the sciences as well.  

God has created an amazing creation.  


Everything that man is currently able to do, 



is because of God's creation.  

What will happen when we no longer have to work so hard to figure things out, 


but instead, 



just ask the one who made it?  

As we understand more what God did, o


ur ability to build upon his work will be quite exciting.  

Thinking of heaven in this way, 


is more exciting to me.  T

he renewed physical world 


unencumbered by the power of sin.  



Can you imagine?  

But this is the message of the whole New Testament.  


Jesus has come among us, 


bringing heaven to earth, 


breaking the division between the two 



and starting the process of making them one.  

We heard it in Jesus' calming the sea and the demon possessed man.  


Jesus rules over all.  

We heard in Acts that Jesus is in heaven 


until the time to make the fullness of this process come about.  

In the writings between Acts and Revelation 


the epistle writers are trying to get the church to live into this promised future. 


This future is coming.  

Our past has been dealt with.  

Our future is secure in God.  

So what about now?  


What about these moments right now, 



right here?
We are to be people who live out the good news.  

“The good news is that the living God 


is indeed establishing his kingdom on earth 



as in heaven, 


through the finished work of Jesus, 

and is inviting people of all sorts to share 


not only in the benefits of this kingdom 


but also in the work 



through which it will come to its ultimate completion.”   

This is a two part plan.  


Share in the benefits, 


work to bring it about.

The benefit plan 


is an amazing benefit plan.  

Since Jesus has restored your relationship with your maker 


through his death and resurrection, 



you are once again eligible to do the work you were called to do.  

If you are back working in the union of God, 


you get all of the benefits right now, 



so that you are around to enjoy the finished product.  

Those benefits of being a follower of Christ, 

a Christian,


include 


but are not limited to the following: 



you are chosen, 




justified, 




set apart, 




set free, 



you are redeemed,




claimed, 




adopted, 


and above all, 



you are loved. 


This love includes the blessings of baptism: 




being washed, 




forgiven, 




and made new. 


Christ has made you alive, 


Christ has fed you 



and is feeding you.  


He has served you.  



So much so, 




that you now have something the world doesn't, 



you have the hope of the resurrection, 



you are an heir of eternal life.  


If this were not enough,



 don't forget, 




you are filled with the Spirit.  




The very Spirit of God dwells within you. 

To be clear, 


these are the benefits of serving God, 


but they are not the goal.  

You approved certain benefits for me last week.  


But that is not why I am called here among you.  


They help me be able to stay here, 



living among you in a healthy manner.  

But the goal is to bear God's image to the wider world, 


so that they might see the beauty and awesomeness of it 



and put aside their own ways sooner than later.  

That they might come along side us 


and start to help build the Kingdom of God with us.  

If they do so, 


they also become eligible for the benefits package.  


But they are not doing it for the benefits package.  

We know the difference don't we?  


The difference between someone who is just there for the benefits and paycheck 


and the person who is there 



because they love what they are doing.  


The difference is tangible, 



it is life changing.  

A great employee utilizes the benefits of their job, 


but the calling of the project would be enough on its own.  

The benefits however, 


make it so that the person can continue working at a high level of proficiency 


for a long time.  

God's benefit package needs to be good, 


because he is asking us to work for eternity on this physical world, 


making it to function the way he would have it go.  

So he has removed all barriers for us to be a part of it.  

There are still some that try and pretend 


that they have some say, 


some power, 


some ability to complicate the project.  

But these claims were addressed by Jesus on the cross.  


When Christ returns, 



all of the pretending and boasting of the evil one 




will cease forever.  


For now, I



t is a background noise 




that can consume us 




or be completely ignored.  

It just depends on how well you utilize that benefits package 


and remember that you have new life, 


that you are forgiven, 


that you are loved.  

What can Satan or evil do to you?  


Whatever he may try, 

you have a benefit 


because you are God's child 



that counters that, 


if you use it.  

So may we live out the present 


as if the future has already come, 

and work as we were originally intended to do 


back in the past, 


back in the garden,

before we thought we knew better than God, 


and broke the relationship.  

Let us be part of the work of building the Kingdom of God!  


Let us be raindrops of the water of life.  

Eventually our efforts will become a river 


and be part of the flow of Christ's return.
