A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines

By Dr. Dan Darby

Early in his career, P. T. Barnum created an exhibit, entitled “The Happy Family”, consisting of a cage
housing a lion, a tiger, a panther — and a baby lamb. The remarkable display earned Barnum
unprecedented publicity and attendance figures.
Sometime after its opening, Barnum was asked about his plans for “The Happy Family.” He replied,
“The display will become a permanent feature if the supply of lambs holds out.”
It is very difficult to change the nature of things. We live in a world where force dominates, money rules,
and power overcomes. We live in a world where power corrupts, and human nature seeks victory at any
price. We live in a world where there are systems of evil which oppress people, keeping them in poverty,
oppression, hopelessness, and spiritual darkness.
We live in a world where the predators of this world put the Lamb of God on a cross and took his life
from him. Darkness overcame the light and hope for a better world was snuffed out.
But then, the earth shook, and God did something never before done: The Lamb of God was raised back
to life. The Lamb has now become the Lion of Judah. But this Lion does not prey on other lambs. No, he
teaches the power of love, of forgiveness, and of reconciliation.
The nature of things has been changed. A new day has dawned.
In Worship
In March we will continue our Lenten worship series entitled, “Listen: Hearing that Still, Small Voice
and Finding Your Own.” The worship series is accompanied by a small group study by the same name.
It is being used by some of our Sunday School Classes as their curriculum.
Our worship service themes for March will be
March 4, “Finding a Word: Listening to the Texts”
March 11, “Finding Your Power: Listening for Healing”
March 18, “Finding Your Mystic: Listening Behind the Voices”
March 25, “Finding Your Purpose: Listening to Your Heart”
I will be preaching a sermon on these themes each of those Sundays, except for March 25, Palm Sunday.
Instead of a sermon on March 25, Palm Sunday, we will have our Easter Cantata, which is entitled,
What Love is This? We have one service that day at 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Additional Holy Week Services
March 29: Maundy Thursday Communion Service in the Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m.
March 30: Good Friday, Stations of the Cross in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.

Easter Services
April 1, Easter Sunrise, 7:00 a.m., at our ourdoor worship center behind the Christian Family Life
Center. We will move to the sanctuary if it is raining.
We will also have our 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Easter services in the sanctuary.

Inquirer’s Class
Pastor Dan will be teaching an Inquirer’s Class during the Sunday
School Hour at 9:45 a.m. for anyone who would like to join the
church or find out more about the church and the basics of the
Christian faith. It will be held in the next to last Sunday School
room on the left in the Christian Family Life Center. We will have
at least three sessions. All who are interested are welcome!
The CUMC Finance Committee and the Staff Parish Relations Committee have established an employee
emergency fund account. This account is established to give monetary assistance to our church
employees in times of need.
Our custodian, Larry Roberts, will be out for a number of weeks due to upcoming knee surgery. His
income from the church will cease during his recovery after he uses all his vacation and sick leave time.
Anyone who wishes to assist Larry, or any other employee can do so by giving a check to our church with
the employee’s name on the memo line, or cash with a notation that it is to be for a specific employee.
The money will go through the church and will not count as part of your church pledge. Once received,
all the money will be given directly to the designated employee on a regular basis. If you wish to give
directly to an employee in need you may do that also. You can contact Robert Trapp or Amanda Trapp if
you have any questions.

New Members Wanted
Now that the frosty days of winter are drawing to a close, the Super Bowl is over,
and Christmas Shopping has not yet begun, the Coldspring United Methodist
Church Dinner Club is looking for new members. A new season of breaking
bread, learning more about individual church members and sharing with each
other, is about to begin.
We will start our new season in April. The groups will be formed in March and
the first dinner will be held in April. Ask those that are currently in the dinner club
how much fun it is. From a personal standpoint, it has been wonderful meeting
members of the 11:00 AM service and learning more about them.
If you think you might be interested, contact J. R. Shuttlesworth at
jrshut0244@gmail.com or give me a call at 936-537-6748. I will be glad to
answer any of your questions.
I look forward to hearing from you. By the way, we are open to singles and
couples and you do not have to be a member of our church to join.

Missions Ministry – March 2018 Newsletter
Community Family Easter Celebration
Sunday March 25th, Coldspring Fairgrounds
The SJCOC (San Jacinto County Outreach Committee) is sponsoring a FREE
Family Easter Celebration Palm Sunday, March 25 at the Coldspring Fairgrounds.
• From 3-5 there will be family fun games and snacks
• From 5-7 there will be a concert and BBQ sandwiches for the family
The Missions Ministry will be
sponsoring a family fun game from
3-5.
If you are interested in volunteering
for the game or volunteering for the
event please contact Vicki Jowell
(vjowell60@gmail.com).
UMCOR 2018 Mission Trip to Baldwin Louisiana – October 7-12

REMINDER:
The UMCOR trip to Baldwin Louisiana is scheduled for October 7 thru 12.
CUMC has 20 slots reserved. The first ½ payment is due in July.
More information to follow soon to sign up for the mission trip.
Contact Lisa Anderson ljander714@gmail.com if you have questions.

February 7 Cookie Appreciation for Coldspring School Staff – Thank You
Thank you to everyone that baked cookies for the
COISD teachers and staff. They all looked so
yummy.
The Missions Ministry delivered the cookies on
Wednesday February 7.

Yours in Christ, Vicki Jowell

After learning about Christian prisoners at the Methodist Men’s program,
some of us decided to write to the prisoners. If you choose to be involved
your message can be sent via the internet and your phrases will be
translated to their language, printed and mailed. The cost is $1-$2. If you
are interested in joining us call Anne Closs 653-2087 or Jackie Cleveland at
653-5569. The story of one prisoner is below in the prisoner alert article.

Tren Theodros
Arrested March 2004 in Eritrea
Held 5087 days

Those who have read the story of Eritrean gospel singer Helen Berhane in her book, Song
of the Nightingale, will be familiar with Helen’s fellow prisoner and close friend, “Esther”.
Esther’s real name is Twen Theodros, and she was imprisoned in the same shipping
container as Helen.
Twen is an amazing Christian woman who endured terrible beatings and torture at the
hands of Eritrean prison guards. On occasions, Twen took the punishment in place of Helen
and, when Helen was very ill as a result of the beatings and prison conditions, Twen cared
for her. She fed Helen, washed her wounds, defended her and even carried her to the
toilet when Helen was unable to walk.

Twen and the women in this group all refused to sign a paper stating they would no longer
engage in Christian activities, which was tantamount to recanting their faith, so they were
sent to Wi’a, to one of Eritrea’s harshest prisons.
Twen was 23 years old when she was first arrested in 2004. At that time, Twen was a
new believer. Today, Twen is considered a key senior women’s leader in the prison. She
continues to look after and care for other women prisoners.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
The United Methodist Men held its special Valentine’s Day Breakfast on February 14th with 48 members and
guests in attendance. Pastor Dan gave the opening prayer. Breakfast was served and afterwards the cooks
were thanked for a wonderful meal. The guests were acknowledged, and each lady attending was given a
special Valentine day rose.
The treasurer’s report was presented. Jon Webb reported on the scouting program. Jon noted that the Blue
and Gold Banquet is scheduled for February the 17th. Two of the scouts are working on their Eagle projects.
Jane Pavey and Ken Clark were mentioned for special prayer concerns.
The speaker was Tommy Lowe who is affiliated with Voice of the Martyrs. V.O.M. is an organization that
brings to light and aids Christian martyrs around the world. There are over 60 countries that currently
persecute Christians. Mr. Lowe presented a DVD on the V.O.M. founder Richard Wurmbrand that showed his
persecution for his Christian beliefs. Mr. Lowe stressed that prayer was the answer. We need to pray for
those who must pray in secret, pray that the eyes of the persecutors are open and to pray for them, pray for
forgiveness and actually forgive the persecutors and finally to pray for courage.
Pastor Dan closed the meeting with a prayer. The next men’s breakfast will be at 7 a.m. on March 14th. The
speaker will be Marty Cartwright with Allegiance Ambulance. We hope to see you there.
Robert H. Trapp-President UMM
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, concerns, and kind remarks concerning the birth of our granddaughter Daisy Jensen
Thomson. She has reached the “sleep most pf the night” milestone. Her mother, Emily, is doing well. Thank you for
all the prayers for her.
We do covet your prayers for Truitt’s grandnephew,
Timothy Hooks. He has a very difficult road ahead of him in fighting cancer. We appreciate the concern you have
shown there.
You are all truly a blessing.
Lela and Truitt Thomson

REVIVAL "The Master's Storyteller"
Come be a part of a great revival- the Master's Storyteller! May 13-16 right here at CUMC. We will start the
Revival Sunday morning and finish up Wednesday night.
Rev. Wesley Putnam has been a full-time evangelist since 1981. A musician, dramatist and storyteller, his ministry
crosses denominational and demographic lines. Most of all, he’s a believer who wants to glorify God and build up
the Kingdom. Wesley is involved in the church. He has served as president and executive director of the National
Association of United Methodist Evangelists.
He has also been active as a representative on the Council of Evangelism of the South-Central Jurisdiction.
Wesley has been honored by his peers in receiving the Philip Award, and the Denman award for his work in
evangelism.
Wesley is a family man. He and his wife, Felicia, live in Bedford, Texas. Their three adult sons are actively involved
in the Church, too. When not on the road, you can usually find Wes doting over his grandchildren.
Wesley Putnam Ministries is hard to define. It’s a unique blend of music, drama and children’s outreach combined
with a good measure of lively, relevant preaching. It’s a fresh approach to renewal that can bring newness to your
church. His ministry includes revivals, concerts, youth camps and retreats aimed at deepening individual
commitment, strengthening the family and equipping local congregations for service in the world.
Wes brings the Word alive with his anointed preaching. His messages overflow with warmth and humor, but
they’re not candy-coated. His relevant approach connects with the struggles that all people share. Preaching is the
communication of the heart of God to those He loves. The message God has burned into the heart of Wesley
Putnam is his passion. He proclaims the Good News with simplicity and clarity. You will never walk away without
examining your relationship with God and with those around you. You hear a message of hope. You go home
believing that God is able to restore broken relationships and give the wonderful gift of new beginnings. In town
after town there are testimonies of God’s power to change us.

UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in
everyone
I don’t know about you but I really
enjoyed the month of February
(and not just because of my
birthday). Our Shrove Tuesday
pancake dinner went well, it raised $270. It seemed like everyone
enjoyed themselves.
The speaker at the Men’s breakfast was interesting and of course the
food was delicious. Stephanie Dawn was delightful and it was great
that the youth were there. I want to give a shout-out to CARESHARE for
being the Best Community Service/Outreach in San Jacinto County.
I hope everyone got a chance to grab a prayer card. It’ll be interesting
to hear stories of blessings from it. I have more if you would like one.
In March we have the WinterJam concert on the 4th, $5 to go, we leave
at 2pm. We will have a carwash to raise money for the three different
camps that we will attend this summer. And remember there will be no
youth on the 14th during spring break.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire

eat at church before we leave. Cost is $7, and
a signed permission slip is required. Snacks
are extra.

King’s

Kidz have been learning about

Lent – the season of preparation. We began
Ash Wednesday and each Wednesday night, we
talk about how the Lent season is associated
with a time of fasting and penitence in
preparation for Easter. We will be completing
our “Lights, Camera, Action” series, and we are
looking forward to begin our Acolyte training
after Easter in the Spring. I will be sending
home letters to sign up your children for
Acolyte training soon.

King’s Kidz will be beginning our study
of the unit “In the Name of the Lord” during
Sunday School in March. We will be studying
the behavior of Mary and Martha, Bartimaeus

King’s Kidz will have a fun time again
Saturday, March 24th at our annual Easter
Egg Hunt. It will kick off at 10 am in the
Christian Family Life Center. The Easter Egg
Hunt is free and for all ages, so come out and
be a part of the fun! Donations of plastic eggs
and individually wrapped Easter candy is
requested.

shouting to Jesus, Jesus breaking the bread,
and the people welcoming Jesus on His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Don’t miss
any fantastic adventures with the Deep Blue
Kids!
Sunday, March 25th everyone is
invited to the Community Family Easter
Celebration at the San Jacinto County
Fairgrounds in Coldspring. The San Jacinto
County Outreach Committee is sponsoring a

King’s

Kidz postponed the February

skating trip until Sunday, March 18th after
church at 1 to Conroe for skating. We will

free Family Easter Celebration beginning at 3
pm. From 3-5, there will be family fun games
and snacks. From 5-7, barbeque sandwiches
will be served, and a concert will begin. Dress
comfortably for a fun day! If you don’t want
to sit on the bleachers, bring a folding chair
too.
Lisa Lewis, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

CUB SCOUT PACK 845 & BOY SCOUT TROOP 845
January ended for the Scouts with the annual Pinewood Derby with 21 cars racing. With the help. With
the help of Boy Scout Troop judging the race results and Mary Despart and Frank & Ann Closs judging
the Design categories, everyone had a great time. Below are the results of the Pinewood Derby.
PLACE
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

PACK FINALS
Benjamin Rangel
Emmanuel Pacheco
Clayton Taylor
Isam Patrick
Dustin Moye

CUB SCOUT PACK 845
PINEWOOD DERBY RESULTS
January 27, 2018
PLACE
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

TIGERS
Benjamin Rangel
Donovan Kvasnicka
Cooper Moss
Rowdy Sosa

Judging BEST DESIGN
MOST CREATIVE
MOST UNIQUE
MOST COLORFUL
BEST PAINT JOB
MOST SUITABLY NAMED JUDGE’S CHOICE
-

WOLVES
Emmanuel Pacheco
Daron Nona
Koda-Ray Slater

Benjamin Rangel
Isam Patrick
Donovan Kvasnicka
Samson Blackstock
Daron Nona
Emmanuel Pacheco
Dustin Moye

BEARS
Isam Patrick
Kaleb Matthews

PLACE
1st
2nd
3rd

WEBELOS
Clayton Taylor
Samson Blackstock
Jason Terry
Nathan Holmon
PARENTS
Sean Taylor
Mary Despart
Nicole Calderon

ARROW OF LIGHT
Dustin Moye
Logan Pulk

SIBLINGS
Zackary Blackstock
Annabelle Blackstock
Daemian Kvasnicka

February is always a busy month in Scouting. On the 11th the Scouts celebrated Scout Sunday with providing the flag ceremony,
Scout Oath and Law in both services and the Troop had its annual Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser. These funds will help them to
go to camp.
Saturday, the 17th, the Cub Scouts held the annual Blue and Gold Banquet with more than 120 people attending. The event which
celebrates the birthday of Scouting was catered and provided by A Taste Above Catering which is owned by the family of one of
our Cubs, Jonathon Tanner. Many thanks to them for this wonderful gift.
After the dinner the Pack recognized the winners of the Feller’s Cake Contest then auctioned the cakes to help support the
scouting program. Below are the results of the contest.

Most Suitably Named
______________Jonathon Tanner (Wild West Shack)_____________
Best “Cub Scout” Theme
______________Benjamin Rangel______________
Tallest Cake
______________Logan Pulk______________
Flattest Cake
_________________Clayton Taylor________________
Yummiest Looking
___________________Koda-Ray Slater__________________
Judges Choice Award
___________________Samson Blackstock__________________
The Pack said goodbye to three of the Cubs, Jared Singleterry, Logan Pulk and Dustin Moye, as they received their Arrow of Light
Rank and crossed over to the Troop. Immediately after the Crossover the Troop held a Court of Honor to recognize Merit Badges
and Rank achievement for several scouts. Two of the older Scouts, Ethan Benestante and Jarod Siegfried have just begun their
Eagle Projects to earn the highest rank in Scouting, The Eagle Scout badge.
The Scouts have begun their annual Scouting for Food Drive to benefit the local Care Share Mission Food Bank. They will be
delivering their collection of non-perishable food in March so please donate to their efforts.
The last Saturday of February has the Cubs going to the Lufkin Zoo. More on that trip next month.
March has the Cubs on a hike on the 24th of March followed that evening by the District Awards Banquet for the Scout Leaders in
Liberty, Texas. This Awards Banquet recognizes the Leaders for their training and support of Scouting. This year’s banquet is
being underwritten by the Coldspring United Methodist Men. Many thanks to them from Trinity District Scouters.
March 2018 Schedule
March 6 – Committee Meeting 6 pm, Den Meetings 7 pm
March 8 – Roundtable 7 pm LDS Church, Cleveland
March 10 – Texas YPT, 12 – 1 pm LDS Church, Cleveland
March 13 – No Meetings, Spring Break
March 20 – Leader’s Meeting 6 pm, Den Meetings 7 pm
March 24 – Pack Hike 8 am – Noon, Location TBD
March 27 – Pack Meeting 7 pm
March Birthdays
March 15 – Felicia Burks
March 18 – Frank Closs March 19 – Chad Whitten

MARCH

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

DOOR GREETERS FOR MARCH
AAAugustAugustAUGUST
AUGUST
8:30
1st Sunday Charlene Sawyer
2nd Sunday Bea Glassco
3rd Sunday Jackie Cleveland
4th Sunday Judy Swanson
11:00
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

Phil Palmer
Kenneth Wagner
Gene Best
Doug Crannie
Nell Counts
Tim Basye
Matt Lewis
Mya Blue
Joshua Cronin
Christina Bloomquist
Betty Novak
Lela Thomson

Linda Winkelmann
Dianne Griffith
Kathy Sinclair
Jan Parks

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
Robert & Amanda Trapp
3/19
Don & Debbie Freel
3/19
Kenneth & Stacy Amszi
3/26

3/01
3/02
3/03
3/04
3/05
3/06
3/08
3/08
3/09
3/10
3/11
3/12

Lauren Faulkner
Chloe Parella
Lynn Watkins
Frank Closs
Craig Wallace
Tom Cook
Emily Clark
Rebecca Brown
Don Freel
Ward Adams
Norman Matticks

COLDSPRING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
January
3/10 2018
Jan18
Budget
$ Over Budget
Income

3/15
3/17
3/18
3/18
3/18
3/25
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/27
3/31

% of Budget

34,386.16

33,949.33

436.83

101.3%

15,888.99

19,275.04

-3,386.05

82.4%

1,760.70

1,429.46

331.24

123.2%

Finance Committee

0.00

41.74

-41.74

0.00%

Bus Expense

0.00

250.11

-250.11

0.00%

Christian Education

-190.00

216.74

- 406.74

- 87.7%

Children & Youth

723.71

475.11

248.60

152.3%

Senior Activities

0.00

8.37

- 8.37

0.00%

Evangelism

0.00

125.00

-125.00

0.00%

Fellowship

-337.09

175.00

-512.09

-192.6%

Missions

637.82

541.85

95.97

117.7%

Music Expense

-60.00

0.00

60.00

100.0%

Worship

25.90

266.74

-240.84

9.7%

Buildings & Grounds Expense

2,109.50

4,780.35

-2,670.72

44.1%

Church Utilities

2,409.53

2,604.35

-194.82

92.5%

Beyond the Local Church

2,766.09

3,973.23

-1,207.14

69.6%

25,735.15

34,162.96

- 8427.81

75.3%

8,651.01

-213.63

8,864.64

-4,049.5%

Expenses
Personnel Expense
Administrative Expense

Total Expense
Net Income

