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Best-selling author Piper Kerman will be guest speaker at a public assembly in 

Grand Rapids at 7 PM on Tuesday, March 7.  HPF is proud to sponsor this event in 

cooperation with the Duncan Littlefair Great Speakers Series of Fountain Street 

Church.  The program will be held at Fountain Street Church, with a public book-

signing following the lecture. 

 

Piper Kerman is the author of the memoir Orange is the New Black: My Year in 

a Womenôs Prison from Spiegel & Grau. The book has been adapted by Jenji 

Kohan into an Emmy Award-winning original series for Netflix.  Piper works with 

nonprofits, philanthropies, and other organizations working in the public interest 

and serves on the board of directors of the Womenôs Prison Association and the 

advisory boards of InsideOUT Writers and JustLeadershipUSA. She has been 

called as a witness by the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, 

Civil Rights and Human Rights to testify on solitary confinement and women 

prisoners, and by the U.S. Senate Governmental Affairs and Homeland Security 

Committee to testify about the federal Bureau of Prisons. Piper has spoken at the 

White House on re-entry and employment to help honor Champions of Change in 

the field, as well as the importance of arts in prisons and the unique conditions for 

women in the criminal justice system.  In 2014 she was awarded the Justice 

Trailblazer Award from John Jay Collegeôs Center on Media, Crime & Justice and 

the Constitutional Commentary Award from The Constitution Project; the Equal 

Justice Initiative recognized Piper as a Champion of Justice in 2015. 

 

Tickets for this fundraiser are available online at humanityforprisoners.org.  

 

Quilt in MSU Museum features Maurice Carter!  
A native of Benton Harbor, Activist Karen 

Schultz was touched by the Maurice Carter/

Doug Tjapkes story of a wrongful conviction.  

She told HFP:  ñMaurice's story is cutting edge 

and is STILL happening to many African 

Americans today!ò  And so she created this 

quilt block, which went on exhibit in the 

Michigan State University Museum on MLK 

Day. 

On Quilt "Maurice Carter served 29 years 

for a wrongful conviction.  Doug Tjapkes of 

Humanity for Prisoners, struggled to give 

Maurice 3 month of freedom before his death.ò 

Says Karen:  ñMaurice Henry Carter's story lives in my heart and this is where 

it stays!ò 
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From the 
desk of Doug:  

Dark January  
Bright February  

  
We felt we had to do it last 

month.  HFP cannot just bask in 

the light of positives, when it 

deals with so many negatives.  

And so we gave you that dark 

newsletter in black and white, 

dealing with the realities that we 

face on a 

daily basis. 

This 

month itôs 

different. 

Our Febru-

ary newslet-

ter is a hap-

py edition, 

and it has 

been so much fun to put togeth-

er! 

A nationally known author 

coming to west Michigan in our 

support;  a competent, capable 

and invigorating new member 

on our Board of Directors;  posi-

tive stories about inmates; the on

-going HFP project of providing 

free yarn for prison hobby-craft 

participants;  a picture of Mau-

rice and me on a quilt currently 

on display at the MSU Museum;  

and a free CD for 40 early do-

nors this month! 

I hope this helps you to see 

the bigger picture:  HFP is get-

ting bigger, better, more effec-

tive and more vibrant each day, 

each month, each year!  Itôs hap-

pening because you increasingly 

share, with us, a compassion for 

the ñleast of these.ò   

Next month Iôll report on just 

how effective our work with 

Michigan prisoners was in 2016. 

For now, I can tell you this:  

Our office has never started a 

year with such a flurry of activi-

ty.  In the first ten days we aver-

aged 12 contacts per day!  I call 

it ñJesus work:ò  serving on the 

front lines, helping those prison-

ers who donôt know where to 

turn. 
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Alfred had a checkered past.  He 

had been in and out of Michigan 

prisons.  He told of involvement with 

southern witchcraft and demonic in-

fluence.  Besides that, his body was 

falling apart.  Alfred died a few 

months agoébut before he left this 

earth he turned his life around.  Now 

maybe he wasnôt very well known, 

and maybe he had only a few friends 

on the outside, but according to his 

fellow inmates, he made his mark.  

Quoting here from a tribute written 

by Cliff Moffat on behalf of the 

group of friends: 

 

ñThe MDOC transfer log simply 

read, Death on temporary release.ò 

 

Brother S is on ñpermanentò release, 

not temporary.  He is permanently 

free from bad hips, permanently free 

from a wheelchair, permanently free 

from having to wear glasses, and 

permanently free from any heart ail-

ment.  Heôs permanently in Godôs 

clutches, and, as well as we knew 

Brother S, it wouldnôt surprise me if 

at least three doctors and eight nurs-

es are now fully aware of the gospel 

message because of him.  Iôm certain 

his last breath uttered the word, 

ñJesus!ò 

A eulogy that would make anyone proud ! 

Muskegon inmate outshines 
the college kids!  

ñOn Friday, December 2, 15 law stu-

dents from MSU came to this prison 

for a Mediation Competition.  It is my 

pleasure to report that I came away 

with the First Place win!  The 2nd and 

3rd places were both won by college 

students.  Not only did I win, but I was 

able to win with a PERFECT SCORE 

of 80 points out of 80!  That is the first 

time that has ever happened in their 

competition history!  Each contestant 

had to undergo 3 rounds, each lasting 90 minutes.  It was 

grueling and exciting!  Ming Hoò 

 

Free John Mulder CD ! 
Gospel musician John Mulder, popular leader of 

HFPôs SWEET FREEDOM 

team, has produced a new al-

bum, JOY WINS.  The title 

song was composed by John 

while waiting for a lung trans-

plant which will be necessary 

for his singing to continue.  

John has donated 40 copies to 

HFP, and we offer them to the 

first 40 donors who submit a 

gift to HFP this month in Johnôs honor, along with this 

coupon: 

 

Sorry, but we must cut off the free albums at 40.  

Thanks, in advance, for your quick response! 

Former MDOC Supervisor and mother of an ex-felon, 

Sherri Walton of Muskegon, was appointed to a three-

year term on the HFP Board of Directors in December.  

Sheôs dwarfed in this picture by President Doug Tjapkes 

and Executive Director Matt Tjapkes. 

 

More Yarn for Prison Projects  
HFP Board of Directors member Judy VanderArk of 

Grand Rapids sits with 800 pounds of free yarn, which 

we continue to provide to various Michigan prisons for 

hobby-craft projects.  Judy and her husband Pete coordi-

nate the collection of this yarn periodically from a carpet 

factory, which donates partial spools if we provide pick-

up and delivery.  Over the years, HFP has donated thou-

sands of pounds of yarn, worth thousands of dollars, for 

knitting and crocheting prison programs. 

YES! 
Please send me a 

copy of John Mulderüs 
new CD þJoy Winsÿ 
with this donation ! 


