                             Laodicea  --(the Apostate Church)

                                1900-through the Trib Period

Name:- means— “Rule of the people”-

 ( Laos--is Laity--means “People”; Dicea--means “decision”-or “Rule”--)

This Church was run by the people-Not The Lord!! ==It’s their Church--Not His !!
==It was a popular Church--but it was powerless !  (It compromised for the sake of popularity—and church growth.)
 -(Like some Churches today that use gimmicks to attract the people---and fill their churches- but they never say anything about their need to repent and be saved!--They give them  psychology--or entertainment only-)

The Epistle:--Colossians.

The Parable--Mt. 13: 47-52- “The Dragnet”-

Read: Rev 3: 14-22
The city was the wealthiest city in the whole world.-It had the greatest society of wealth- They were known for their entertainment.--

The economic sufficiency of the society-had a tendency to lull the Church to sleep spiritually---

The Laodicean Church could well be called the Apostate Ecumenical Church that is gathering momentum at this very hour.

A. Title.
V-14- (Read)-   “Amen”--means “so be it”; “true”--(it carries with it the meaning of finality--)

=In this sense-Christ is the final truth.--(All of God’s revelations to man about Himself-is found in the person of Jesus Christ--He is the seal of God’s revealed truth, the finality of all the Father has spoken--God has nothing beyond Him to say to man.)

--(This Church is not telling the truth--only parts of it.--There is no exegesis of scripture !!!!)

 “The faithful and true Witness”-- (the word Witness is “marteo”--  meaning  “martyrdom”--)

 ==(A witness is one that becomes a martyr --the person who so stands by their life as an example of Christ-that they will be unpopular- even slandered because they bring conviction on other people.--)--Peter says  --we will be persecuted for our        faith--if we live godly -meaning to present yourself as a witness.)

 “ the ruler of God’s creation”--(Col says He not only created everything- but that everything was created for Him”--) (God the Father created through the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit)-

ques--Why does He say this to this last Church ?

Ans--Because in the last days=people will be saying -the world came into existence by coincidence--the gases exploded- an we evolved from a Micro-Organism..

==Evolution will be a dispute with many-even the Church will try to coincide creation with evolution— as the Pope Paul II did. -(He said God created - but man evolved.- it’s called Theistic Evolution.)
   --There are many today that believe in this theory-that we came from the goo to the zoo to you!

 B. Commendation>---( NONE)-
C. Criticism.-(v-15 & 16 )

V-16- “so because you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of my mouth”

ques--What is meant by cold?--=(Dead!!-no life )

ques- What is meant by hot? ==(Fervent- Zealous-full of good works !)

Ques-What is meant by lukewarm.?= (Indifferent--).---(nobody likes a drink that is lukewarm)-

Cold--would be those who doubt that Jesus Christ is the Creator--those who refuse to be a martyr or stand for Biblical principle===

Lukewarm--nobody knows for sure if you’re a Christian or an unbeliever--they say nice Christian words-but there is no desire in their heart to make a difference.

-a lukewarm person won’t have the conviction of the Holy Spirit.------( This person is usually more interested in social action than Gospel action, more interested in reformation than transformation, more interested in planning than praying.)
 ==This Church wouldn’t be caught saying they hate Christ but neither do they love Him !

--They wouldn’t be accused of saying the Bible is false but they won’t say that it is true either.!==This is middle ground hypocrisy !

=Consequently-this person,( this Church),- makes God sick.!~!-(in other words-The Lord does not claim this person, or Church, as His own.

V-17 & 18-(Read)-
 --This church thinks that it is rich and has need of nothing=

==This is self deception !!- This Church says:

   1. “I am rich -I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing”-

 ==Material abundance is not conducive to spiritual vitality.--

  -( This church has fabulous buildings-great architecture -very rich- and large memberships-)-

===Man can organize, build, promote, even preach & teach, but only the Spirit of God can convict the souls of men, and transform lives.

 --( a good test is -if it glorifies man it is not the work of the Spirit.)--

- “But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked”--

 1. She was wretched and pitiful even though she incorporated Positive Thinking, and read Psychology books on how to have peace-inwardly they are unhappy.!

  2. “Poor”--
  --(even though the church was rich in material things-they were poor because they did not know Christ as Savior.==Riches never satisfy the hungry heart of man-       only  the Lord can do that.)

  3. “Blind”
  - ( although they were educated - they did not understand the ways of God.--we are blind until the Holy Spirit opens our eyes--this is called illumination--the work of

the Holy Spirit.)-

   4. “Naked”-
    -(although this church is clothed with religion--(burns her candles, reads her creeds)-

 == Christ sees her as naked , for she is not clothed by Faith with the garments of Righteousness.

--The Lord asks the Church to do three things--all of which are part of the salvation experience, which indicates that this is not a “born again” Church.!

  1.- “Buy from Me -gold refined in fire-so you can become rich”-

       -(when you refine gold in fire -you take out the impurities.=it’s purified !)

 =They needed to be Purified !
   -  “ so you can become rich”--in other words- so you can get back to where you used to be -(Hot- The Philadelphia Church that you evolved from.)-

 =it’s to be renewed spiritually- to be rededicated==then you’re on fire =you’re Hot !
   2.- “and white clothes to wear”--

 --( white indicates the righteousness required to come into God’s presence (3:5)-

 Isaiah 61:10 says “He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness” 

==( The people of Laodicea made a certain type of wool that was known everywhere.-- They took wool from Black sheep - it was rich black & they were known for it-

 =  it was fashionable.-- (Black is the symbol of sin in the scriptures.)--This is indicative of their own righteousness.--They were  known for this color but              the Lord said they needed White clothes to wear !!-  ---(They needed Grace !!!!)

  3. “ and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see”-

 -(They think they are O.K.- they are doing fine--they are not living in the gutter,- they go to Church-help out the charities- go to the PTA- are involved in the community affairs..)

But the Lord says-

==Get help !!--they can’t see spiritually--they are blind !!!!

----( They need to ask the great physician to help them see--to search them and see where they needed spiritual healing --)

==We need to ask the Lord-to search me to see if there’s bitterness -or anger- or anything displeasing to Him—we always need to ask God for help as we confess our sins.)

D. Exhortation.
V-19— “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.-So be earnest, and repent.”-

--( Many of these Churches do not give out the gospel at all, some do, but it’s watered down.--There are thousands of people who attend these Churches and never hear that they need  To Repent > They don’t know how or why !!!!!)
V-20-(Read)-

— “Here I am”!!--(exclamation point ..)== “I’m outside at the door”!-- “Let me in”!

==( although the Lord has been shut out of this church - He still wants to come in-if they would only let Him)-But they have got so far away from the Word of God that  even their seminaries deny His Deity.- and His Word.)

Notice- “I’ll come in and eat with him and he with Me”--

==( That’s talking about communion--)--In communion we take the part of the dinner where we obey the Lord’s command of the Bread & Wine--)
==In communion we ask “Search me”-( I need victory here--)=it’s contemplation---It’s also Exaltation (Thank you Lord !~!)-It’s a celebration!!!
--When we have communion-we are sharing together our common bond-

Closure.
V-21--(Read)
--This is a challenge to those who “overcome” -and come out of her and repent--

--( the Lord gives a promise then that if so-  He will rule and reign with the Lord )-

- I John 5:3-5-(This is the love of God-to obey His commands-and His commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith,-Who is it that overcomes the world?-Only he who believers that Jesus is the Son of God.!) 

v-22— “ He who has an ear-let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”--

--LISTEN UP!!

Notice =in every exhortation to each church- is the same challenge--It’s to the Churches!
--This is the last Church -it’s the Present- that the Lord told John to write about in Ch 1-

   (Write the things which you have Seen-which Are-(Church age)-and which will come after.)
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