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Christ the King                                                                                         November 24, 2019     
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the 
execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that the king should 
be crucified with the criminal. This victory appears for all the world as ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate 
of death our Lord opens the door to paradise. 

                                                             

                                                            GATHERING 
 Congregational Responses in Bold Print 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE   Miriam Gibson (8:15)   Oh, Worship the King  CHERWIEN 

                      Handbell Choir (10:45)   Let All Things Now Living     

                       
 

CONFESSION 
   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, source of unending mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, confessing the truth 

about ourselves. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, we come before you, beloved but broken. We have not always treated 

others as we would want them to treat us. We have not always called out injustice and  

abuse. We have not always been kind to ourselves. We have not always taken care of the 

world we share with other living creatures. Remind us of who we are, beloved children 

bathed in your love. Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing healing 

to the brokenness around us. Amen. 

 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit within 

and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ name: 

you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world. 

  

HYMN    #855    Crown Him with Many Crowns     DIADEMATA 

                       (accompanied by handbells) 

 

GREETING 

Beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 

unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great 

glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine 

majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:    Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust 
rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up a new and 
righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says 

the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered 

my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 

doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 

driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up 

shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 

be missing, says the LORD. 

  5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be 

saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.” 

                                   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

                           

SENIOR CHOIR (10:45)   Beneath the Cross of Jesus   KOERTS 

 

SECOND READING:     Colossians 1: 11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was 
present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
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11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared 

to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share 

in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us 

into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 

have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of his cross 

            The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL   

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 23: 33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be 
Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 
paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 

right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed 

at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the 

Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we 

deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

                        The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON     Rev. Christian Dittmar 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     #838    Beautiful Savior    SCHÖNSTER HERR JESU 

    
NICENE CREED            

With voices united, let us confess our faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God’s creation. 

 …Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that you have 

received them in your care. Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE 

     The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

     Share the peace! 

 

OFFERING   Beautiful Savior     ORE 
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OFFERTORY    
 
                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God our creator, you give us all we are, all we have, all we bring, and all we 

need. Draw us together around your table with all your saints on earth and in your 

eternal home. Let us eat and drink your promise of new life, that we might be your 

promise to the world, spoken in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God keeps adding places to the table. Come to the banquet that has no end! 
 

LAMB OF GOD       

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION 

#483  Here Is Bread   HERE IS BREAD  
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. We thank you, God our host, for inviting us here to taste the future when 

you will feed all the hungry at your table. Keep this hope alive in us and in our 

communities, so that we might bring hope to a suffering world, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING 

Signed and sealed by the Holy Spirit, you are Christ’s message of love for this troubled world, 

written by the same Sender. May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us 

and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,☩ comfort your hearts and 

strengthen them in every good work and word. Amen. 

 

HYMN    #634   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!    CORONATION 

 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE      Lift High the Cross  HAMLIN 
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