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ARTICLE 17.   To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws by adding a Bylaw for the 

reduction of plastic bags, as follows: 

 

Section 1. Purpose and Intent 

The production and use of thin-film single-use plastic checkout bags have significant impacts on the 

environment, including, but not limited to: contributing to the potential death of marine animals through 

ingestion and entanglement; contributing to pollution of the land environment; creating a burden to solid 

waste collection-and recycling facilities; clogging storm drainage systems; and requiring the use of millions 

of barrels of crude oil nationally for their manufacture. 

 

The purpose of this bylaw is to eliminate the usage of thin-film single-use plastic bags by all retail and 

grocery stores in the Town of Lunenburg, by June 1, 2019. 

 

Section 2. Definitions 

2.1 Checkout bag: A carryout bag provided by a store to a consumer at the point of 

sale. Checkout bags shall not include bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose 

produce or products are placed by the consumer to deliver such items to the point 

of sale or checkout area of the store. 

 

2.2 Grocery Store: A retail establishment where more than fifty percent (50%) of the 

gross floor area is devoted to the sale of food products for home preparation and 

consumption, which typically also offers home care and personal care products. 

 

2.3 Retail Store: An establishment that offers the sale and display of merchandise 

within a building. 

 

2.1 Reusable checkout bag: A bag, with handles, that is specifically designed for 

multiple use and is made of thick plastic, cloth, fabric or other durable materials. 

 

2.2 Thin-film single-use plastic bags: Typically with plastic handles, these are bags 

with a thickness of 2.5 mils or less and are intended for single-use transport of 

purchased products. 

 

Section  3. Use Regulations  

3.1 Thin-film single-use plastic bags shall not be distributed, used, or sold for checkout 

or other purposes at any retail or grocery store within the Town of Lunenburg. 

 

3.2 Customers are encouraged to bring their own reusable or biodegradable shopping 

bags to stores. Retail or grocery stores are strongly encouraged to make reusable 

checkout bags available for sale to costumers at a reasonable price. 

 

3.3 Thin-filmed plastic bags used to contain dry cleaning, newpapers, produce, meat, bulk 

foods, wet items and other similar merchandise, typically without handles, are still 

permissible.  

 

Section 4. Enforcement Process  

Enforcement of this bylaw shall be the responsibility of the Town Manager or his/her designee.   

The Town Manager shall determine the inspection process to be followed, incorporating the  

process into other town duties as appropriate. Any retail or grocery store distributing plastic                     

grocery bags in violation of this bylaw shall be subject to a non-criminal disposition fine as  

specified in Appendix A of the Regulations for Enforcement of Town Bylaws under M.G.L    
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Chapter 40, 21D and the Bylaw for Non-Criminal Disposition of Violations. Any such fines  

shall be paid to the Town of Lunenburg.  

 

And to amend Appendix A of the Non-Criminal Disposition Bylaw by adding the following:    

           

               Bylaw                               Fine Schedule             Fine Allowed                Enforcement Agency      

               Plastic Bag                       1st Offense                     Warning                         Town Manager’s                              

               Reduction Bylaw             2nd Offense                     $25.00                           Designee 

                                                        3rd & each subsequent    $50.00                           

                                                         Offense 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. (Citizen Petition) (Board of Selectmen will make a recommendation at Town 

Meeting) (Finance Committee voted no financial impact) 

 
ARTICLE 18.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer its right, title, and interest to the land at 174 Northfield Road Rear 

shown on Assessors Map 41, Block 3, Lot D from the Board of Selectmen for which said property is held to convey all of 

such property to Deborah St. Vrain on such terms and conditions and for such consideration, as the Board of Selectmen 

deems appropriate; or take any action relative thereto. (Citizen Petition) (Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee will 

make a recommendation at Town Meeting) 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof in four or more public places in the 

Town, fourteen (14) days at least before the day appointed for said meeting, one of which places shall be the Town 

Hall, one at Whalom Variety Store in the Whalom-Bakerville District, one at Powell’s and one at Jaxx Country  

Variety, and by mailing a copy to each dwelling unit in the Town in which a registered voter resides at least 

fourteen (14) days prior to such meeting. Hereof, fail not and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings 

thereon, to the Town Clerk at the time and place aforesaid. 

 
Given under our hands this 16th day of October in the year Two Thousand and Eighteen                                                          

                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                    LUNENBURG BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

                                                                                                                                  

A true copy attest:                                                                                                 ________________________ 

                                                                                                                                 James E. Toale, Chairman 

_____________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Kathyrn M. Herrick, Town Clerk                                                                       _______________________                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                 Robert E. Ebersole, Vice Chairman 

                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                 _______________________         

                                                                                                                                 Damon McQuaid, Clerk       

                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                  _______________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                  Phyllis M. Luck, Member 

 

                                                                                                                                 ________________________ 

                                                                                                                                  Kathryn Adams, Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


