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Virtually since | learned to
read (my sister taught me
when | was four), | have been
sent into near paroxysms of

ered, were writing furiously. A
lot of that literature has sur-
vived. It is catnip for scholars.
A popular style of the pe-
riod, whose literature is occa-
sionally represented in the
Hebrew Bible (the Book of
Daniel, late minor prophets),
but mostly the Christian, is
called Apocalyptic. That is
what excited the word geek in
me . To wus,
common usage means an im-
minent, violent end to things,
chaos leading to total destruc-
tion. Yet the word meant
something else to the authors
writing in that style; it origin

joy by the power and nuance nally meant oO0to unc
of words. (Yes, iotpdse kt rbweenh:i nld rteneek cu
of geek. I am an admitted and the O0Apocalypticodo |
constantly relapsing word at | east by the per
nerd.) writers, wasnot int
Il dve recent |y bferascargforetabte of dopm. It
a fascinating book by Rabbi was meant to show a glimpse
Agl erds friend Rarnbothéaves, toeqgnivle the
5 W)é I £, titled 0T Haithfulligingdn a despaiting e
TPme* 6% Jesus. Itine thabGodi teuly \fvag thdrey
and gently guides us through My idea here (yes, there
P tRd ro'st tumaltuous period really was one), was to give you
in the religious beliefs (not a different kind of glimpse, of
day-to-day life, but arguably what goes on behind the cur-
that, too) of Jews 4 the last tains at a KJCC Board meeting,
decades of the Second Temple where your fellow members sit
period and the first two or to decide KJCC policy. We all
three centuries of the Com- hear that other shu
mon Era, after the Temple was sessions are virtually armed
destroyed and Rabbinic Juda- combat: People scream, people
ism began. During that period stomp off, feelings are hurt,
there were many sects, whose angry cabals are formed.
adherents, we have discov- That doesndt happc¢

KJCC Board meetings. We sel-
dom agree on everything
(which would be both boring
and unproductive),
always civil to one another in
our deliberations. We conduct
a lot of business for a small
shul, and make a lot of deci-
sions. Sometimes discussions
go on for a while. (Sorry, Skip.)
But all of us care, there are no

0 a p 0 c assécyetpagendas) and we do our

collective best to always pro-
tect the interests of the full
membership.
| thought you might like to
know this. You are a member
of a truly special

ChatLights April 2015 3



4 ChatLights April 2015



