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On Auzust 10, ei; ht hardy souls spent a rather colc wet nisht camped on the lic
property in the iio renasco Valley near Clouccroft.
ing by four more bircers.

CAL.i: 0AR OF

Trip to Aguirre springs in tHe,Grgan iountains, l.eet at the Coronaco
shoppin: Center parkins lot on Lorth nesa to car pool. .ear walkin:
shoes; bring lunch anc¢ water if you wish.

LiAJJR: 5ill =oppes 757-0797 a1

featured will be a potpourri slice snow.
not more than 20 slices of their recent trips
Periences. s short presentatlon on Sirc Identification
by wevin simmer.

Ve TS

uenbers are asked to brin:
anc for birdin: ex-
17111 be mace

tuch- work has been uncer way to preserve this wilclife sanctuary as
as a multi-use ecCucational ané recreational facility. (.ee Tiis )
ROA)RJ’-JR, 4Auzust, 1975, for more backszround.) The lake is locatec:
on ::orth ioop Roacd Just northwest of its intersection with Avenue of
the americas.. / !

reet at Gibson's

Trip to an unnamed sprinss off Trans ..ountain iloac.

parking lot, 9017 Jyer for car poolingz. There will be some mocerate
ralking required. : :
Laaduil:  Kevin Limmer 751-0552

Tentative plans incluce a speaker knowlec¢eable on the mana; ement
of the Jornaca Range.

» JLel) Thie TO wli0 £.abC0 VALL ZY

White
They were joinec -the followins morn~:
There were, however, rewarcCs for those who bravec¢ the' uncooner-

-ative weather; the wild Tflowers have never been lovelier or more abunoant, and, the lané-
scape in general, including a waterfall, was delightful.
A total of 43 birc species were seen, including the broao-tailed, rufous, ané Allen's

~hummingbircs; white-breasted, red-breasted, and
pyrmy owl, hairy woodpecker, robin, western tanager, and western wood peexre

turkey

yemy nuthatches: pine 'siskin, wild

~/The other Dromlnent wildlife observed was a horse, who fell in love with Sarah Jane

docds at first sight and thereafter followed her acorin;ly.

Je hope you are as oleased as
The ¢esi n was createc and
4l Faso art scene, and we dxre much

: nonth,

nonthly newsletter.

J

Wwe are about the "new look" of our front pagze this
prepared by Fatty Canaris, already well-Imown on the,
indebted to her for this lovely contribution to our




CHRISThAS  COULT RuPORT

The AILRICALIT BIRDS Chrlstmas Count 1974 issue began reacblnﬁ us late in August,
Thought you might be interested in some informaticn gleaned from its 473 pages of
fine print,

This was the seventy-fifth year with 1102 countus this year, representin: the
efforts of 27,184 people. In the US and Canada 603 species and 79,331,186 indivicual
birds were seen, (That's 293% birds per birder!) ; ‘

The brief table below shows the resulis of 31 counts in iWest Texas and ilew lexico.
The number of species is followed by the number of individual birds, and in parenthesis
the avmber of birders participating, Some of the more numerous sightings are detailed
at right.

- s T TEHAS :
Shi ALGULO  116--512,250 (12)  Starlinms-186,555; rediring blackbirds--166,758;
brown-heaced COU)lTQleq“ 160, s

ROZERT L35 141--7574  (13)

“DAVIS LOUNTAIIS 100~-GhGhk (23)

SLTAR0 99--5218  (25)

LUSBOCLK 96--14,190 (38) Redwing blackbirds-3250; touse sparrcws-1800; ohove¢ers—
18000; Green-winzed te:zl-920,

DALHORH:A  93-~5419 (11)

LIDTAD  89--28,609 (24) Sandhillncrané—1940,\ﬂvaqe svarvow—i925, Redwinged black-
bird~2760; Brewer's blackbhixrd-2802; Brown-heacded cowblro-

: ! o 9574 Iark bunting-2052,

UICHITA FAITS 86--10,108 (15) House: aparrow--1097; Redwinged blackbird-5519.

SHATPLILD 83--3623 (8) :

HULC0 TAWS  75--2401  (21)

IANS THORAs 72--2340 (4)

5IKITOL 72-~4885 (9)

ALARTITO. 69--9302 (16)

LULSSHGS REFUGS  63--156,530 (8) Canade geese-60,400; plntal’ -12,500; sandhill crane-

; 72,400
ABDITu  54~--2238  (13)
' | : 187 IIEXTICO 0
ROSJLAIL “103--2,068,425 (16) Brewer's blackbirds-1, 001 000; redwinged blackbirds~
1,000,751,

PORTAL, ARI4. 97--7988 (25)
BOS%UE Dul-APACHL 83--104,528 (16) Sroweg oosblithQQ@s Redwinged blackbird<59,500;
Sanchill crane-7C00.
G1la RIVER 81--2476 (19)
GLIlW00y  61--2486 (7)
PARMIIGTO:  80~-27,465 (11) Lallard-8163; Starling-11,887; Kedwinged blackbirc-205C
SILVukk CITY 73-W4711 (48
woBPALOLA 72--17,607 (16 Horned 1ar£-32?0= robin- 5;00 nountain blueblrd 1020;
) ' starling-2690; dark-eyed junco- 1660,
Las ViGAS 69-7695 (3)
LOVILG 64--1743 (&)
1000 63-"“‘,-{-'0L.39 (5)
ALBULULRUS  568--25,494 (19) Common crow-19,000; starling-3100.
CARLS 54D 56--1725 - (6)
bA:TA Ty 55--4448 (10)
Shy )TN 1OULTATLS 40--??53 (430
CLAYTOX 37--1350 (2

The 51 Paso group can be appropriately proud of its count. iwven thoush we just
couldn't quite squeeze out that hundredth bird, we were close to the top of the list
in both total species and in number of persons participating.

. Just in case you want to make your plans early, the 1975 Chrlstnas count nust be
‘made between Jecember 20, 1975 and January 4, 1976.




1 OTSS FiCiv ATICLAL ‘ A \ :

hooping Cranes: A ietback and a liopeful lixperiment. The first captive-bred
whoopin: crane, which was hatched liay 29 at the Interior ienartment's Fatvxent .ilé-
life Hesearch Center in Laryland, died six weeks latew, upparently frox a congenital
deformity, Another important experiment, however, has fared better. iourteen ergs
were taken from nests of wild whoopers in iood Huffalo ifational Park in Canada this
spring and put into sandhill crane nests in Gr:ys Lake i-ational il¢life Refuge in
Icaho. {Only one of the two eggs normally laid by a whooping crane in the wild is
expectec to produce a chick anyway, so Interlior wildlife experts have felt that
taking the "second" epr for a promising experiment is justified.) Of the 14 eres
taken to Grays lake, 9 have produced chicks. In this way, wildlife scientists hope
to start a new flock of wild whoopins cranes.. ]

resticices will €0 Fer Cent of Iouisiana Pelicans. Persistent pesticides are
tireatenin: to wipe out Louisiana's brown pelicans acain. Juring the past few months
about eirhty per cent of them have died, and laboratory tests show lethal concentra-
tions of endrin in all birds tested, along with cieldrin, toxaphene, and JuT. The
brown pelican, once abundant in Louisiana, was wiped out there after the acdvent of
2T and other lon;-lived pesticides. A restocking program using birds from ilorica
bezan in 1969 and ha@ brought back about 450 birds when disaster struck this past
spring.

rrotection for .hales. 4 system of protective measures for a selective mora-
torium designed to keep all species of whales aafely above endan; ered levels was
acaptec at the Intermational ihalin; Commission's annual meeting in london in June.
The new measures cover, for the first tine, all oceams and all species.

For the Traveler. Tahoma Audubon Society's 1975-76 Operation ature Guice is
now available. It's for "nature-seeking travellers who want to see new bircs anc
other wildlife, new habitats and earth forms"; it lists people who can help, places,
acdresses, and phone numbers coast to coast. For a sin;le copy, send $1 donation to:
iature Guice, 34915 &4th Ave. o., iederal vay, da 95002, There's a ten per cent
discount for quantities of 25 or more.

rollution Pichter'"s handbook. ‘"A Cleaner View: Guide to Industrial rFollution®
is 235 fact-filled paces on how to gather and evaluate data on industrial polluters,
and what can be done about them., It's available from I.FORu, 25 Lroad 5t., iew York,
+Y 10004. Rerular price is $4 plus postace, but for Audubon members there's a dis—
couint -~ $3.25 plus postaye for mail orders.

f

‘ : I )niti GSh el Ui,

After various delays due to financing problems, work is in prorress on the
wil¢erness iuseum., ilora and path plans and plans for a ramada-type structure
have now been approved. These were prepared by a doctoral student from Texas A & i
workin: on a 'rant, The completed layout will be representative of the various levels
in the Chihuahuan Jesert -- arroyo, sancy mesa, and higher cany ns.

Aucubon President Charlie Jensen and members Sarah Jane Jodds and .. Jhite are
active within the committe s for this new museum.

AUDUBOr: VISITS Tiis CARSRA CLUB
o niDe hudubon sogiety has been invited to present a twenty-minute talk at the
=sun Country Camera Club meeting on september 19. Our presicent is preparin:. a

presentation about taling bird pictures -- équipment usecd, locations, etc.
Aucubon members will be welcome at the meeting which begins at 7:30 p. m. at
the Garden Club Buildin: in remorial rark.



Trom the TSXAS CHAXTSR of Thu LATURL COiSuiVA..CY
Jear Frienéd of lLature,

This letter is sent to you in the knowledge that you are a member of an organi-
zation that is concermned with conservation of wildlife and natural environments in
Texas. .Jhatever your special interest, I thinlk we can assume that you are interestec
in habitats, for as Fatrick iloonar, Fresident of TH: 1ATURw CO.Su=RVAICY said, "iou.
con't save allirators; you save swamps." ) : AT

The iature Conservancy is a member-coverned non-profit orranization existin; for
the sole purpose of saving natural areas from damage or destruction by human encroach-
pents., Its nation-wide support comes from private donations of land or money, as well
as. fron membership dues. ‘ : '

The Conservancy is one of the worlcd's most successful conservation organizations.
In 1974 alone it completed more than 200 land-conservation projects involvin: some
300,000 acres valued in excess of $60,000,000 in 35 states, the Vir-in Islands, and
Canaca. 1In addition to maintaininge its own preserves, it helps local, state, anc
Tederal conservation arencies by the intermecdiate purchase of land for which povern-
nent appropriations are delayed, thus avoiding price escalation.

The Texas Chapter is one of 30 chapiters in the United States. One-half of the
income from all membership dues Ifrom Texas residents is transferred to the Texas Chanter
to aid in the acquisition and management of preserves in this state. Je now own seven
areserves in Texas and have another one under lease. Others are currently beins ne;o-
tiated.

#e earnestly solicit your active participation in our effortis, for there are many
natural areas in Texas urgently needin; protection. If you decice to join, you will
have the satisfaction of hknowing that you are helpinc to provide future ;enerations of
Texans with places where they can see and learn the true nature of the land and its
wildlife.

Cordially yours,
John 4, Galley, Fresiceant

Those interecsted should contact CGeth .hite, 566-232C, for adcitional details in-
cluding: address and membership blanks,

FLATH L LAKS

Feather Ialke procress continues. id Jhite has Been busy setting estimates oa the
ramaca anc necessary utility hoolkups which are planned. iethods of financin: the
anticipatec $15,000 cost are bveing explored. 3

A meeting with City officials on August 29 resulted in agreement on the basic
Provisions for a lease Trom the City. i.0re details will be given when the lease is

finalized,

Acdditional work on the incorporation papers has been completed by Carl Jones, and
these have been resubmitted to the state for approval,

The fence around the lake secems to have given grmater security to its inhabitants,
and although coots are still the most numerous, the blue-winged teal have begun coming
in, and g¢rebe and gallinule and an occasional ruddy duck and gadwall are in evidence.

. Jnterest in using leather lake for educational field trifs has already been in-
dicated by approximately 30 high school science teachers who learned of the lake

tirough presentations made by Geth ihite at their late August in-service meetin:s.

aventually volunteers from the local society will be needed to provide information
during field trips to the site. If you have the interest and the time available to
help with such a project, please contact Geth hite. Plans will be made to train these
volunteers.




4 i WORD SEARCH \ AL A
In the puzzle below are the names of 72 bird species. Words are in straight .

lines -- horizontal, vertical, and diagonal, As you find the name in the puzzle,
mark it off on the accompanying list. ' "
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blackbird
blue jay
bobwhite
booby

bufflehead

bunting
buteo
catbird
CTrow
canvasback
cardinal
chat
crane
coot
curlew
cuckoo
duck
dove
egret
fiicker
finch
falcon
flamingo
flycatcher
grosbeak
gannet
goose
gull
grebe
heron

hummingbird

say
Junco
kingfisher
kildeer
kingbird
lark

loon

kite
mallard
martin
magpie
meadowlark

mockingbird
nighthawk
oriole
pigeon
pipit

peeps
peewee
pelican
phoebe

quail

rail
raven
robin
scaup
Sparcow
shrike
starling
snipe

swan
swift
towhee
veery
vireo
warbler
waxwing
whippoorwill
widgeon
woodpecker
wren

Your editor (and her husband the printer) regret very much the poor quality

of this newsletter.

The supplier was out of the stencils intended for this

machine and we were forced to use .a substitute, which is obviously of very poor

quality.

before next month.

Please bear with us and we will do our best to have the problem solved




FOHT BLiSS5 owdAGa FOLLIS

Althourh the aroma leaves something to- be ge61rer (as &6 White will undoubted 1y
a ree), the Fort - BIiss bewat,e Ponds have oeen a fa.vorl'te blrc-in._ spot the latter half of
the summer. :

OGn August © 500 or more !IluO; UE PHALARO ‘5 50 Iuoo_..R YETLO; LGS, 10 CREATSR YuLicd-
LiiGs, 100 or more RUJDY DUCKS including some ruth young, and many CRISSAL TiRAs..ils were
sceil,

On the morning; of August 30, a total of 2§ spec1es were seen, including the JIIL.T,
J.-DT.L.:J.U GREB, COMill: GRiE3., DLACLK T3IRIG iy .BLAC».—;MJLJJ GROSBEAL, many J.-IL.LO =ilihu i) BLAGL-
BIRDG, SHOVILERS, GAJVALLS , _BLUG~UIL:G3D TIAL, RUDJY DUCKS,

In the evening of September 1 a LOIG-BILLZD 1ARSI URS: was observed. (On that oc-
casion we were much upset by the presence of 50 or more hunters, shooting rather indis-
criminantly; deac water birds were floating, and a wounded hawk was on the bank. ie saw
;0 U0V AT ALL while we were there! i),) X ' ' | ‘

1anXCAL: JUCLS, a group of five, were seen on Aurust 1 in an 1rr1 sated field in the
Upper Valley by d and Geth ihite, levin and Barry iimmer.

About 100 GASSL 5 OZARROUS were seen sinsing along idghway 180 near the turn to
:ueco Tanks by Levin and Barry simmer on August 6. Several small flocks of L4RK BULTIIGS
on the sane day. »

S ra,.so-—Tra.ns Pecos Audubon SOc:Lety
L220 Jallington
1 Paso, TX 79902 FIRST CLASS

Eddie Chey

4220 Wal‘l iné;ton
Bl Paso, TX pggoz




