
Wildlife 

Raccoons, much like squirrels, can do extreme damage to your home. 

It doesn't take much for a raccoon to gain access to your attic, basement, 
or crawl space. If you have any exposed wood around your building, 
raccoons can easily chew through these areas to find nesting places or to 
seek shelter from the elements. Once inside, these pests can damage duct 
work and wiring. 

Skunks become a nuisance when their burrowing and feeding habits 
conflict with humans. They may burrow under porches or buildings by 
entering foundation openings. Garbage or refuse left outdoors may be 
disturbed by skunks. Skunks may damage beehives by attempting to feed 
on bees. Occasionally, they feed on corn, eating only the lower ears. If the 
cornstalk is knocked over, however, raccoons are more likely the cause of 
damage. Damage to the upper ears of corn is indicative of birds, deer, or 
squirrels. Skunks dig holes in lawns, golf courses, and gardens to search 
for insect grubs found in the soil. Digging normally appears as small, 3- to 
4-inch (7- to 10-cm) cone-shaped holes or patches of upturned earth. 
Several other animals, including domestic dogs, also dig in lawns. 

  

Odor is not always a reliable indicator of the presence or absence of 
skunks. Sometimes dogs, cats, or other animals that have been sprayed by 
skunks move under houses and make owners mistakenly think skunks are 
present. 

 


