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The Natural Swarm
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
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The President’s………...Pipings…...…Meg Depew
Hi, Everyone
it's hard to believe that we're almost thru with summer and the thoughts of extraction planning has started.
We're getting the honey house ready and we're eager to try out our newest acquisition- a big stainless steel
holding tank. For all that honey we're going to get. Big dreams!

We've always find our honey takes for
the year are pretty consistent with other beekeepers
in the community. So far, it look like this
will not be a banner year. We have one super on
most hives and only a few have started into a second one. But with the rain thru most of July, we find that
the hives look healthy and are hopeful that they can get ready for winter and do well thru next spring.
We're still getting calls for swarms but most of our hives have started settling down. Fair is coming up and I
want to say Thank You to Warren for stepping up and taking on the task of organizing this. If you haven't
been able to sign up for a shift, please stop by our booth and say hi to the members there. We always have a
great booth and always a crowd favorite.
Stay safe, the bees can still get ya! Yep, I think I'm developing an allergy!

—Meg

NOPBA ELECTIONS!
NOPBA
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Tyrone Beatty
Our first Skype guest speaker Jacqueline Freeman
I am more than sure that everyone can agree how much of a pleasure it was to have Jacqueline
Freeman present to our July meeting. Honestly I was a little downhearted when she suggested
doing it with Skype. I thought it would have lost some of the personal touch that her actually being at the meeting would have. Surprisingly, it was quite enjoyable. Even having the bees there
made it just that much more special!
Now her take to bee keeping is definitely different
to the more traditional beekeeping. It is, as she
calls it, ”bee-centric.” Since moving to Battleground, Washington in 2001 and starting a biodynamic farm and apiary, Jacqueline has learned how
to “bee” in unity with her bees. Interestingly she
has come to learn that each hive is called a “Unity,”
and that it works in harmony within it’s own being
and with the surrounding hives and general area.
There are a few notable differences in tending to
your bees here. She rarely goes all the way through
the hive. She has learned that for the bees, the
brood area is sacred and needs to remain so. Any
type of disruption to it could lead to a multitude of
things, from chilled babes, or pips, she has come to
call them, to accidentally damaged queens. Where
traditionally, a queen would be replaced each year
or two by the beekeeper, Jacqueline allows the bees
to know what is best for themselves as they would
in the wild. This could be whether it is a supercedure or a swarm. Now another interesting point to
make here is that the time it takes between queens
could be a way for the bees to naturally break the
mite cycle and reduce their own mite count! Also,
This is what it looked like at Jacqueline’s
where traditionally, swarms are avoided, she welend of the skype presentation.
comes them as the birth of yet new family member,
or in this case members. It is very odd to think that the bees could really take care of themselves
but they have made it this far somehow right? It was, in my own thinking, until we started going
in and moving things around with our own human thoughts in mind that things went awry.
Hence it being bee-centric beekeeping. It really does make sense to me but we all have a place in
this world, traditional and bee-centric, and that is what makes it such a great place to “bee!”
On be half of myself and the whole North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association, Thank you
Jacqueline, for bee-ing with us!
—- Tyrone
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Secretary’s…......Waggle Dance Communications…......Kirsten Whitworth
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association (NOPBA)
Minutes for General Meeting, 10 July 2016
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association met at the Port Angeles Public Library. President Meg Depew called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Cindy
E. moved to approve; Julia seconded.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Previous Balance
Deposits

Expenses
New Balance

$4832.18
0

$5.24
$4826.94

BEEKEEPER/EDUCATION TRUSTEE REPORT
Not much to report. There will be a presentation at Jamestown daycare, though there might be a conflict in the
scheduled time. For the Lavender Festival, the club had only one box of honey (from the Langstroth hive), which
sold out the first day. There was no extra honey from the Warré hive.

LIBRARY REPORT
Marilyn was out, but Richard attended. He said some books were returned before the meeting.

AD HOC TRUSTEE REPORT
Warren set up schedules for both the Lavender Festival (July 15-17) and the County Fair (August 18-21). He will
be unable to attend the County Fair. Please contact Warren (Meccanator@HotMail.com) if you want to participate.

NEWSLETTER
Walt asked for articles, pictures, advertisements or whatever members want published. Please send submissions to
WaltW@Q.com.

NEW BUSINESS
The Picnic will be held at Mark's house in place of the September 11th meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Additional announcements were called for by President, Meg Depew.
The Noxious Weed Board set us the following email.
The Clallam County Noxious Weed Control Board, in partnership with WSU Extension and the Clallam County
Road Department, is hosting three public workshops on a draft Integrated Roadside Weed Management
(IRWM) Plan. I hope you will consider attending a public workshop to hear about the draft IRWM Plan, become familiar with noxious weed issues on County roadsides, and offer your feedback on the Plan. After public
input received from the workshop is reviewed, a revised version of the Plan will be subsequently presented to the
Board of Clallam County Commissioners for adoption.
Workshop Schedule is as follows:
Tuesday, July 12th, DNR meeting room, 411 Tillicum Lane, Forks, 6:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 13th, Sequim Prairie Grange, 290 Macleay Road, Sequim, 2:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m.

MMXVI, ISSUE 8

Page 3

Wednesday, July 13th, Dry Creek Grange, 3130 W Edgewood Dr, Port Angeles, 6:30 p.m. -8:30 p.m.
The draft IRWM Plan is a proposed update to the 25 year old County Vegetation Management Policy as it relates
to noxious weed control. It applies only to weed control activities on County owned rights-of-way; it does not
amend the Road Department’s general vegetation management operations. The draft IRWM Plan is intended to be revised annually in response to changing conditions and new technology. It integrates all methods of
weed control with the long term goal of developing naturally sustainable plant communities along Countyowned rights of way. Currently the County relies heavily on mowing for general vegetation management
which inadvertently causes weed infestations to spread. The draft IRWM Plan would expand the County’s
toolbox for dealing with the most difficult to control or wide-spread noxious weeds of public concern by promoting native seed mixes and pollinator-friendly forage, developing weed free rock materials, and targeted use
of herbicides in select situations. State and local experts will be on hand at the workshop to answer questions.
Maps of weed locations, lists of target weeds, and other informational material will also be available.
To see a copy of the draft IRWM plan before the attending a workshop, you can visit our website at
http://www.clallam.net/weed/ and click on the link, or, go directly to a page about the plan
http://www.clallam.net/weed/RoadPlan.html that also has some interesting supporting documents that we’ve
used to guide our strategy.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the workshops or the draft plan.
Hope to see you there!
Sincerely,
Cathy Lucero
Cathy Lucero
Clallam County Noxious Weed Control Coordinator
223 E 4th St., Suite 15
Port Angeles, WA 98362
360-417-2442
360-417-2414 (fax)
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:14 pm was made by Julia and seconded by Carol.

Respectfully submitted,
C. Kirsten Whitworth, NOPBA Secretary
Kibi1@WaveCable.com

Ad Hoc Comm. Trustee…………. Warren Mecca
The NOPBA County Fair Booth is almost fully staffed. The theme of the fair is “Cowboy Boots
and Country Roots”. The dates of the fair are August 18 - 21. Anyone still interested in helping
at the booth may contact Warren at the next meeting.
Thanks
—Warren
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2016 Lavender Festival

The view from our booth !

Janet and Barbara covering the booth

George Washington walking home from our booth

As always the drone on a string Is a
big thing for young and old alike.

Our booth in the shade, yes!
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes
Fall Preparation for the Beehive
It’s still warm and sunny (most days) but now is the time to start preparing for fall and
winter. Hopefully your hives have been busy all summer building up their numbers and storing
the food they’ll need for the fall and winter. As a beekeeper, you have to evaluate a number of
things.
How much food is in the hive? Our winters are relatively warm compared to most of the
country so the hives don’t need a lot of honey stores to get through. Each colony needs 5065 pounds of food which is about ten deep frames. Make sure the majority of this food is
stored in the top box since this is where the colony will spend most of their time. Start
feeding hives that are healthy but lack enough food stores.
Are there enough bees to get through the winter? Weak hives don’t get better over the winter. They will die. Combine them with another hive after you are sure they aren’t diseased. A main reason for hives not thriving is a weak queen. Make sure she is doing her
job.
Check your hives for mites with an alcohol rinse. If you have a mite count greater than 5%
you need to treat the hive with an approved mitocide. These treatments have to be started after the honey crop is removed and before the weather gets cool so Aug/Sept is the
time to act.
Make sure the yellow jackets are being kept under control. Put an entrance reducer in if
they are sniffing around.
As we get closer to the cool days, make sure the hive has enough ventilation and that it tilts
slightly forward to shed rain.
A Note on Fall Flowers:
Take a look around the neighborhood and see which plants are still in bloom now. This is
getting towards the lean days if you are a bee so choose a few that are blooming now to help
them out. The thistle family is a great favorite for bees. The bull thistle and Canadian thistle
(invasive) are both favorites but there are some cultivated members such as the artichoke and
globe thistle that look good in the garden and help the bees.
The mint family is in its glory now. Deer don’t like them but bees do so I say yes to all of
them. Right now the catnip is five feet high and covered in flowers and bees. Lemon mint is also
in bloom but not as favored. I’ve also seen my bees on gladiolas, a few of the dahlias with accessible pollen and the false dandelions that make up most of my yard.
I think if I was going to plant two bee crops, it would be borage for the first half of the
season and catnip for the second. Both come back every year and are not bothered by deer but
they spread like crazy so beware.
—Mark
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THE DOW APAIRY
I am putting my first Eco-base under my full size TTBH (Tanzanian Top Bar
Hive) this afternoon. Here are a couple of photos for discussion. I have Eco-bases
under all of my Warre hives now and my 2 TTBH Nucs at this time. No complaints from any Bees so far and the new bases seem to be working as planned to
date anyway. These new Eco bases also replace the mite boards and should give
the bees a more stable interior climate? At least that is what I am thinking and
hoping. The Eco-base should be more like or work like the interior lower inside of
a hollow log with preloaded wood shavings to absorb moisture, collect debris and
such. It does have a 1/4” mesh bottom on a 5 1/4” snug fitting drawer to hold everything and to let some evaporation to slowly take place and hopefully allow some
beneficial symbiotic bugs to thrive, etc.. The Eco-base idea came from a Phil
Chandler video https://www.youtube.com/user/beesontoastful
Jerry

. I just finished building my last 2 Eco bases for my 2 newest TTBH’s so now all of my hives are
ready to be put to use next spring. All
of my hives now have this style of
base in use or available to use.

MMXVI, ISSUE 8

Page 7

I just finished building my last 2 Eco bases for my 2 newest TTBH’s so now all of my hives are
ready to be put to use next spring. All of my hives now have this style of base in use or available
to use.
.

I may not actually know until next spring how well these Eco-bases actually work out, but so far
I have not experienced anything at all negative by using them. They seem to be working as thot
and have kept the actual hive bottoms cleaner, etc.. as well as allowing me to worry about cleaning any white boards. I could be wrong, but I think the addition of these bases with their ability
to collect of fine debris, moisture and still give some better lower or hive bottom insulation to the
individual hives will be a plus over the white thin mite boards that I was using and that seem to
be the norm for most bee keepers. The ability of these drawers and their wood shaving contents
to allow small bugs, etc. to co-exist with the bees in a natural way sounds like a positive for the
bees too. My bees are still separated from the drawer wood shavings contents by the actual 1/8
inch mesh screen bottom built into the bottom of my TTBH’s. This means that the bees still have
to do a little cleanup work and haul out any larger debris, like dead bees, etc.. anything that
does not make it thru the 1/8 inch mesh bottom. Varroa mites however will drop on thru into the
wood shavings below and hopefully be gobbled up by small spiders, other small bugs, etc.. Anyway, any mites that fall into the bottom drawer contents should not be able to crawl back up into
the hive before they die, if they are not dead already.

One of Jerry’s
Tanzanian
(TTBH) top
bar hives rip
roaring with
bees!

A TTBH with a distinctive paint job no bee
could not find their home in Jerry’s Apairy!

Jerry explaining the function of his
ECO bases
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5 box high Warre Hive also with an
ECO base & roaring with bees.

Page 8

From The Hive By Chef Beebread
Summer Savory Italian Salsa (raw, vegan, gluten-free, nut-free)
Ingredients:

Yields 1 1/4 cup
1 heaping cup (173 g) cherry tomatoes, diced
1/4 cup (42 g) diced red onion
1 tsp fresh lime juice
1 tsp balsamic vinegar
2 dashes Himalayan pink salt
3 dashes ground black pepper
1 small cloves garlic, minced
4-6 fresh basil leaves, chopped

Preparation:
Dice the tomatoes and place in a medium-sized bowl (serving dish)… we only need to dirty one dish here.
Add the onions, lime juice, vinegar, salt, pepper, garlic and basil. Toss together and serve. This salsa is even better the next day as the ingredients find time to mingle.
Store leftovers in the fridge for 2-3 days.

Beekeeping Trivia
Encaustic Painting
Known as hot wax painting involves using heated bees

wax to which colored pigments are added. The liquid or
paste is applied to a prepared surface usually wood. Metal
tools and special brushes are used to shape the wax paint
before it cools. Tools such as heat lamps, heat guns etc.
are used to extend the time for applying the wax paint.
Encaustics can be sculpted as well as painted.

Used in the Fayum mummy portraits in Egypt around
100—300 AD.
The mummy of Demetrious 95—100 CE
MMXVI,
ISSUE
MMXVI,
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?

****NOPBA Member Special

Complete Hive

$299.

Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations
2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled
Also Available Painted
Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell

$59

All hive components hand-finished locally
Call Buddy for orders

360-452-9807

Custom Made Tool Box for beekeeping
Carry your hot smoker safely !
I have 2 left
1—24” X 9”

$30.00

1— 20” X 9”

$25.00

*Tools not included

Waltw@q.com
360-681-5494
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FOR SALE: USED WOODENWARE WITH NEW FOUNDATION. ONE
FRAME TO COMPLETE HIVE SET UP.
CALL: Ed, Cell 360-301-0740

Home 457- 7686

Warre Hives by Larry

It’s time to start setting up for 2016 !
Details , Boxes with 1/4 inch glass windows, all cedar except the Top Bars. Walls are 1 1/4 inch thick, all
expertly hand crafted call Larry at 360-683-6957.
Each hive comes with Quilt box, Roof, Floor. And Top Bars

2 box starter — $225
3 box ————- $300
4 box ————- $375
Call and let me know what you need lets talk. 360-683-6957

September 11th
At Mark Urnes Home
11:30 AM — ?

Bring desert or Salad
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NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY
Librarian :

Richard & Marilyn Parks

Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees

Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping

Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:

Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal
Comb Honey Production

Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition

Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
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Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root 18391923
Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee
At the Hive Entrance
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials

The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture

Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
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Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)

Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads
The Complete Meadmaker

Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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What is Happening Calendar

8/6/2016

NOPBA Board Meeting

8/14/2016

NOPBA General Meeting at PA Library

August,

National Honey Bee Day

20th

August 18—21

Clallam County Fair

September 11, 2016

NOPBA Picnic @ Mark’s home 11:30 AM— ?
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ByLaws Summary of Changes
Clarification of Purpose.
Previous: The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’ Association (hereafter referred to
as “Association”) is formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect honeybees, to encourage good bee management practices, and to encourage good public relations between beekeepers and the public. To implement this objective there is set forth herewith the By-laws of the Association.
Proposed: The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’ Association (hereafter referred to
as “Association”) is formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping. The Association has three goals. 1) Provide a gathering site where people interested in honey bees can exchange information. 2) Assist new beekeepers in getting started and 3) Educate the public on the natural history of the honey bee and the important
role it plays in our lives.
Discussion: Proposed version is consistent with the Mission Statement on the website
and agreed by the board to better represent the ideas of the club.
Article One, Section Two: Dues no longer sent to WSBA (delete sentence)

Article One, Section Three: Members MAY REQUEST a copy of by-laws
Article Two, Section Four:
Add to Vice Presidents duties:
a.

Maintain the Mentor List

b.

Maintain the Swarm List

Add to Secretary duties:
c.

Publish and Email newsletter (rather than snail-mail)

d.

Maintain current membership roster (rather than provide to President biannually)

Add to Treasurer duties:
e.

Report monthly, rather than annually

f.

Vote required for expenses in excess of $200 (raised from $50)

g.

Track Librarian budget of $200 annually (new)

h.

Track Beekeeper/Educator budget of $350 annually (new)

i.

Track Tuition Reimbursement to members ($200 annually; new)

Article Three, Section 2: Meeting notification will be emailed to membership

Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board

USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program
WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association

Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers

Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association
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WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect
honey bees, to encourage good
bee management practices, and
to encourage good public relations between beekeepers and
the public.

Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. A WSBA class for
certification starts one hour before
the business meeting. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
August14, 2016

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015 – 2016
President

Meg Depew

sequimbeefarm@gmail.com

Vice President

Tyrone Beatty

majikmusikman37@hotmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Chris Beatty

c2beatty@gmail.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Newsletter

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Past President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Ad Hoc Comm. Trustee

Warren Mecca

meccanator@gmail.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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