Civil War Ancestor Story
The following is the story was submitted by Round Table member Curt

Vazquez. George was his great grandfather.

George Weddell
105th (“Wildcat”) Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers
My great grandfather, George Weddell, was born on December 20, 1839, in Westmoreland County. He was mustered
into Union service at age 22 on September 4, 1861, at Camp Markle, near West Newton. George’s company (Company E)
became a part of the 105th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. (Interestingly, the other companies of the regiment were
organized in relatively far away Jefferson County.) The 105th became known as the “Wildcat” Regiment.
George Weddell was promoted to corporal on July 1, 1862. He fought in 27 battles, including Fair Oaks,
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and Petersburg. George was awarded the Kearny Badge of Honor for his bravery
and good conduct at Chancellorsville. Family lore has it that George was present for Lincoln’s Gettysburg address.
I have a copy of a letter, dated July 24, 1862, that George wrote to his sister from the Union army camp at Harrison
Landing in Virginia. The letter reveals that George was a thoroughgoing supporter of General George McClellan: “I suppose
you are all down on General McClellen [sic] but he is the man for me… .” This letter is printed in full in Edwin P. Hogan’s
book Waiting for Jacob (at pp. 74-75).
George was discharged when his term of enlistment expired on September 4, 1864. He returned to the family farm in
Rilton, Westmoreland County (near Irwin), where, according to the Weddell family history, he raised “wheat and girls” – nine
girls in fact, including my grandmother. My mother had fond memories of playing dress-up with Grandpa’s uniforms in the
attic of his house.
George hosted annual Weddell family reunions at his farm. The reunion is still a yearly tradition, although it is no
longer held at the farm.
George Weddell died on June 16, 1926 at age 86. He is buried in the Union Cemetery in Irwin. His name (misspelled
“Waddell”) is inscribed on the Pennsylvania Monument at Gettysburg. The Wildcat Regiment Monument is located south of
Gettysburg at the intersection of the Emmitsburg Road and Sickles Avenue.
I have a tangible connection to Great Grandpa George in the form of several brass buttons from his Grand Army of the
Republic uniform coat.

