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Pastor Paul’s Message “Who Moved My _____________?”
by Rev. Paul Hyung Cho

Cheese. You’ve probably read this book by Dr.
Spencer Johnson, which features four characters,
all facing the same challenge but responding in
different ways. I was given this book as a parting
gift by my youth pastor during my freshman year
of college. I was headed back to the States for
college. I figure she thought I’d be facing some
challenges and wanted to give me something
helpful.
The problem was the book wasn’t helpful.
While I certainly faced the challenges of leaving
home, learning to live independently as a
teenager, holding (rather poorly) the responsibilities I had newly gained, none of these changes
were exterior driven. These were all a direct result
of an interior choice: to transfer from Konkuk
University in Seoul to the University of Arizona. It
was nothing like the description of the disappearing cheese in the allegory. I couldn’t resonate with
the characters nor could I even make sense of the
maze (environment) I was in. I also didn’t like that I
was being compared to a rodent.

Well, it’s banging the drums and
strumming the strings of my heart now.
Having transitioned from serving as the
KUMF senior pastor, then the church start ministries (which includes Tucson House of Prayer,
Center for Intercultural Community Development,
Tonecrafters meetup group, and the Progressive
Asian American Christian meetup group) to being
the senior pastor at First UMC, undertaking the
ministries of two other pastors while continuing
my former ministries, I’m fighting hard and making
even harder choices to keep a balance. I’ll just
say that now my son asks about me much more
frequently.
I initially planned to write how I view the
“cheese” and the “maze,” but it became a moot
point because, ultimately, you’ll have to decide
what they are for yourself.
There’s a season for everything, so our
scripture tells us. This passage encourages me to
move along with the seasons of change, knowing
there will always be something I will miss and
something else I can always be looking forward to.

***News Flash***
We are currently working on getting our online systems up-to-date. As a result, you can expect
a new website and a new mobile-platform edition of the Connect. We intend to transition fully to digital
format in the future. Stay tuned!
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“Sing joyfully to the Lord, you
righteous; it is fitting for the upright
to praise him. Praise the Lord with the
harp; make music to him on the tenstringed lyre. Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.”
(Ps 33:1-3)
Music is one of those
universal languages that connect
people. From the likes of Ludwig van
Beethoven or our modern day Evelyn
Glennie (YOUTUBE her and find out!),
both of whom coped with deafness,
it seems music can even transcend
sound.
There is an opportunity for
you to join a team of volunteers who
learn, play, and perform for various
groups in need of connection and

encouragement. What a wonderful
way to be used as God’s instrument in
providing joy, praise, and thanksgiving
to those outside the church.
Harp & Soul is now receiving
enrollment for those who would like
to learn or relearn the Autoharp (or
Chromaharp) and join in their outreach mission. The group rehearses
weekly and performs monthly at local
assisted living homes, community
centers, and other places of ministry.
Times and dates will be determined
later after enrollment.
Michi (that’s just Michi, like
it’s just Adele), is our team leader;
and you can contact her to enroll at
(520) 310-5876 .

Scent
by Rev. Paul Hyung Cho
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I love the smell of rain right
before the monsoon showers its
blessings upon the parched land. It's a
fragrance familiar only to those who’ve
experienced both the dry heat and the
soothing waters from heaven.
Let me share some stats with
you. Since July 1st, seven people have
declared by profession of faith or
affirmation to become members of this
church. There are others who we are
having that conversation with right
now. Do you know who they are?
Have you introduced yourself to them
and had the opportunity to hear
their stories? Do you keep them in
prayer? To all of these it is, ultimately,
your Christian responsibility to do so.
Whatever you read into this, I
hope that the future excites you. I also
hope that you will live into that future

because it is upon us.
I envision our members,
with each gathering, growing in our
relationships with those we are not yet
familiar with. (After all, we do intend
to live our lives together for no less
than all eternity.) Unless we start
actively and intentionally getting to
know the growing edges of our
community, we might one day find
ourselves on the edges, unable to
recognize it or relate to the church.
First Church Tucson, how are
you personally ready for the change
you have been so desperately been
praying about? I hope you have your
oil lamps filled and are ready for the
approaching banquet. I pray you won’t
miss the banquet of Christ Jesus when
it comes. I smell the showers of
blessings arriving.

Brightening Up Our Church
by Anita Lang

Have you noticed when you come
into the church that you can see
much better than before? Your
trustees have been hard at work
converting many of the lights in
the sanctuary to LED. We participated in a program with TEP to
get the bulbs below cost and best of all … Sunlighting of Tucson put them in
for FREE. Over the next months we should see a savings in our electric bill;
and since LED lights have a much longer life than the old lights, we won’t
have to buy new bulbs as often, thereby saving us money. Now you can see
when you are in the Social Hall. And most notable are the mini lights in the
chandeliers in the Sanctuary and the flood lights in the chancel area.

August 2017 Birthday’s
8/01
8/03
8/07
8/09
8/10
8/13
8/13

Alayne Armbrust
Gordon Cheeseman
Lori Green
Tom Clark
Amber Rose Hough
Jodie Crockett
Jack Hill-Harrill

8/28

Matt Misener

August Anniversary
8/14

Happy Problems

Sam Haney &
Trang Phan-Haney

by Rev. Paul Hyung Cho

In high-school at church,
things were constantly changing. Our
meeting places would keep shifting.
We would get settled into a classroom,
only to be moved again moments
later. We sometimes had to meet in
the parking lot, or around the back
shed. We held classes in the attic and
in the basement. Eventually, we
stopped meeting at church and met
in the local parks because we were
constantly fighting for space or getting
scolded for not keeping things tidy or
for not returning things to normal.
Grown-ups were constantly asking us
to vacate spaces while younger kids
kept interrupting us. It felt quite
disorganized, and that’s saying
something as a teenager.
So, with all the authority of a
pastor’s kid, I told my dad that I was
upset and miserable.
I’m not sure what I was
expecting from that conversation. I
suppose I thought my dad would “take
care” of either the adults or at least
secure a place for us, for me and my

friends. After all, I matter, right?
You can imagine how
surprised I was when he started to
laugh out loud. My dad never laughs
out loud. He told me that he was
empathetic and that he didn’t
know we were having to move so
frequently. But ultimately, he said,
that this was not a miserable
problem, but a happy one.
Competition for space,
interruptions during meetings,
schedule conflicts, well, that’s what
growth looks like.
And he was right. We had
grown from a 300 member church to
over a thousand in half a decade and
our 4000 square foot campus was
feeling cramped.
I haven’t asked everyone at
First Church Tucson, but I imagine we
all hope for, pray for, and desire
growth. Me too, in all the ways that
really matter. Let’s also be clear what
“growth” actually looks like. Otherwise
you may be feeling miserable instead
of celebrating our happy problems.

Prayer List
Jodie Crockett
Randy Ford
Judy Gray
Edna Rosenberger
Eunice Santos
Mimi Shay
Gail Sinclair
Jean Snider
Judy Seoldo
Nancy Vorres
Marilyn Wright
Ruth Ann Wright
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New Conference Vision Statement
by Jeanne Jensen

Donate Sanctuary Flowers
Would you like to place
flowers in the sanctuary in
honor or memory of a
loved one? If so, please
write your name on the
flower calendar located on
the wall outside the
church office. You will be
contacted to learn what
type of flowers you wish
and what you would like
placed in the Sunday
bulletin. Please make
checks payable to FUMC in
the amount of $35.00.

915 E 4th Street
Tucson, AZ 85719

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed - Friday
office@firstchurchtucson.org
www.firstchurchtucson.org
Sundays at First Church:
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship
11:45 am Korean UMC Worship
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Annual Conference has come and gone, the work just
begun. As Annual Conference closed, the affirmation was to focus on
Growth and Vitality as we adopt our Conference Vision Statement.





We are called to be a Courageous Church
Loving Like Jesus
Acting for Justice
United in Hope

Let us print out and put this Vision Statement where we can
see it every day. Let it guide our prayers and our actions as we work in
our local churches.

