Today, we reach the official appearance of Jesus into the story.  


We have seen that the Father was at work bringing a Messiah, 



a King, 



a fulfillment of the promises to Abraham and David through the genealogies.  


We have seen that the Spirit was at work in bringing Mary to a place where she was pregnant 



and had the support of Joseph.  

Now that an angel of the Lord has confirmed how Mary became pregnant, 


the angel takes on the role of a ultrasound technician.  

The angel tells Joseph that he should be eating the blue cupcakes 


and give the baby boy a certain name,



Jesus.

Now, if you remember the travails of trying to name a baby, 


you might be thankful that at least with all of the other complications that Joseph is facing, 



he can at least avoid having to come up with a name.  

But the naming of the child was somewhat easier usually, 


because the usual expectation would be to name the baby after the father 


or another member of the family.  

Luke spells this out in his gospel, 


as everyone is confused by Elizabeth wanting to name Zechariah's son John.  

They say, 


“There is no one in your family named John, 



are you sure?”  

Looking through Matthew's genealogy, 


Jesus has no one named Jesus in his lineage.  

So what is the great and unique meaning of this name,


that an angel needs to come tell Joseph,



“This is the name.”?

Well, 


if we are in a Spanish speaking region, 



we might find ourselves uncomfortable with all of the hey sus or Jesus' walking around.  

Just as a Hebrew speaking Christian 


visiting the United States would be uncomfortable with all of the Joshua's.  

But both reactions are over reactions, 


because Joshua or Jesus, 



however you end up translating the Hebrew name, 



was a common name among the people.  

There are four or five other Jesus or Joshua's in scripture.  


There is one in Luke's genealogy, 


Jesus Barsabbas, 



who was let go instead of Jesus of Nazareth by Pilate at the crucifixion, 


and Jesus Justus who proclaimed the Good News of Jesus of Nazareth with Paul.  

Then of course, 


there is the Joshua in the Old Testament who followed Moses 


and led Israel into the promised land.  



You can read about him in the Book of Joshua.

If the name is so common, 


why pick a common name for the Savior of the World?  

Wouldn't Superman, 


Spiderman, 


Batman, 


or even Aquaman be better?  

That list of names highlights a reality that Joshua


 or Jesus already has built in, 



the connection to the common man.  

We don't call him JesusMan 


or Savior man,

because in this name, 


there is a connection to the common person built in.  

Everyone already knew a Joshua or Jesus,

  
just like we do.

The social security administration backs this up.  


From 2000-2009 Joshua was in the top 5 of male names chosen, 


Jesus in the top 100.  

These are our names, 


the names of regular Josh's like you and me.

This child has been conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


yet we are to see him as one of us, 


just as we are conceived by the work of the Holy Spirit.  

His name carries a connotation of humanity with it.  

The denotation or meaning of the name addresses the condition of humanity.  


The reality that we need saving.

God has done this work before.  


The book of Joshua tells of God's work with Israel to bring them to a place of prosperity.  



God had brought them out of Egypt, 



showed them he would provide for 40 years, 



and then provided the land that everyone but Joshua and Caleb had balked at at first.  

Joshua is given his name later in life.  


Numbers 13:6 tells us that Moses gave him this name, 



as his name was originally Hoshea.  

But for the job he had ahead of him, 


he was given a new name.  

He was going to save the people Israel 


and lead them into the promised land.

Now Joshua did that, 


but only to an extent.  



They took on the land, 



they overcame the occupiers by trusting God, 



and they found the promises of God to Moses fulfilled.  

But Joshua was unable to address what had gotten them in this mess to begin with.  


Their lack of trust in God.  


Their disobedience to their creator and Lord.  


Their sinfulness, 



their lack of trust in God continued to pop up.  

They took on the Gods of those they conquered.  


Which seems silly. 



 If their gods were so great, 




why did they let the Israelites overcome them.  


But our choices are not always logical.

Overtime, 


this distrust of God compounds the issues in our life 



until everything is corrupt.  



Nothing is right.  

And in God's grace and mercy, 


he intervenes and resets the situation.  

Since God had promised Noah that he would not do it by flood anymore, 


God took a new approach with Israel 



and did it be Exile.  

The Babylonians conquered them, 


did away with their corrupt government, 


their self-serving rulers, 


broke the people out of their everyday routines 



and taken for granted freedoms, 


and put them in a completely new setting.  

That setting was Exile.  


Taking us out of our comfort zone 



and challenging us 


makes us trust more.  



Not ourselves, 



but our God.  

The problem was that we had trusted ourselves too much.  


Always saying, 



“I can fix this.”  

This arrogance needed to be broken.

The people who returned from Exile 


were a much humbler people than those who went into it.  

But the arrogance was still an issue 


and complete freedom was not yet a reality.  

The Babylonians continued to rule over them, 

then the Hasmonians, 


until the Romans replaced them.  

The Israelites never quite came out of Exile 


as we heard from Lamentations and Isaiah.  

They were still waiting to be freed.

Then comes Jesus, 


the one who will save the people from their sins.  

The people are not individuals.  


Jesus can and does save you and me.  

But despite our individualistic inclinations as an American and Alaskan, 


that is not Jesus' focus.  

His name is focused on Laos, 


the people plural, 


the nations.  

There is no nation that is outside of needing Jesus' saving.  


No matter how high our stock market 


or strong our military, 



the United States needs Jesus to save it from their self trust.  

Jesus, 


came not just for Israel like his predecessor Joshua, 



but for all the nations.  

And if we are clear on what Israel was supposed to be as a light to the nations, 


a token of what all nations were supposed to be when they trusted and followed God, 



then Joshua was on the same plan.

It has been the same plan all along.  


Since Adam, 



we have needed someone to save us.  


Noah was close, 


Abraham would eventually come around to trust, 


Moses' had a shot if he did not have to work with people, 


David's heart was in the right place, 



but none of these people were ever able to save themselves, 



their nation, 



or the world.  

But the Jewish people knew that that was in God's plan.  


They were waiting for redemption to come, 


for their Messiah, t


heir Christ to come.  

So when Joseph is told by an angel in the dream 


that this child that Mary is pregnant with 



is that long awaited one, 


it catches Joseph's attention.  

He is part of that lineage that was supposed to transform the world.  


That is why God called Abraham out, 


that is why God anointed David king.  



To bring Israel to a place where they might be an example to the rest of the world 




on how to love, 




honor, 




and glorify God with their life.  

This child that Mary is carrying 


has this promise with him.  

Joseph is told what to name the child.  


By naming the child, 



Joseph takes on the role of the father.  

Naming's inbuilt parentage is a duty that we carry on today.  


You discover a new animal, 


bacteria, 


or planet, 



you get to name it, 




just like Adam was called to do.  

Joseph assumes parentage over Jesus by naming him Jesus.  


That was his public proclamation that he was taking this child into his family.  

In doing so, 


he brings Jesus under the lineage that God started with Abraham, 


built up to in David, 


endured the downfall to the Exile, 



and is now accomplished in Jesus.


We must not miss what Jesus is here to do.  


He is here to redeem a nation, 



a particular community, 


but he is not here to save them from another nation 



or community.  

He is here to save them from their own sins.  


Those things in our life that complicate our lives.  

Matthew, 


starting with the Sermon on the Mount, 



lays out what Jesus' people will look like.  

That sermon sets us up to see that we are the problem, 


not someone else.  

Our fallen natural instinct is to say, 


if we could fix the government, 


others greed, 


other's pride, 


other's understanding, 



then the world would work.  

But we know that the only person we have the power to change 


is ourselves, 



by letting Jesus work in us.  

And we regularly give up that chance 


and instead ask God to be at work in someone else


or even some other nation.  

Which is generous of us, 


because God has work to do there, 

but it ignores our sin.

Fixing other people is satisfying work.  

Fixing ourselves is dirty and scary work, 


because it means taking off the clean facade 



that we work so hard to maintain 


and seeing 


and interacting with all the rot and decay that is happening inside of us.  

It means coming to terms with the fact that you are not who you think you are.  


You are not a person who has been saved 



and are now all better.  


You are a person who still needs more saving, 


you are in the midst of being saved, 



but not safe yet.  

Having a beating heart, 


but not breathing, 



does not mean you are going to live.  

Breathing, 


but no heart beat is not good either.  

We need the whole package to be redeemed.  


Not just us as individuals being wiped clean, 



but us as a church, 



as a community, 



as a nation, 



as a world.  

We need redemption in all of creation.  

Joseph has just been told that the baby that the Holy Spirit has created within Mary 


is here to redeem all of creation, 


bring it back from the exile that not only happened during the Romans, 


the Babylonians,  


or the Egyptians, 



but the Exile from the Garden.  

He is here to save us from that as well.  

So we cry out with the people, with anyone who has been pregnant, with all creation, 


Come!  Come Lord Jesus, Come!
