“Historically Speaking” - Spring 2018
The CDHS goes out into the Community!
On January 20th 2018, CDHS Board Members Mary
Lou Dunn and Glenn Copeland were invited to
attend the GNE Annual General Meeting and potluck
dinner at the Stayner United Church. They presented a
video that Mary Lou had prepared celebrating the 162
year history of the Great Northern Exhibition that was on
display during the Fall Fair last year.
The CDHS also had a booth set up at the Craigleith
Heritage Depot’s film premiere at the Town of The Blue
Mountains Hall in Thornbury on January 27th 2018.
Featured were three short documentary films showcasing
the apple industry, the ski industry and the Petun-First
Nations people. This was an excellent opportunity for
CDHS Board Members to interact with guests and
present information about our organization and roster of
meetings for 2018. We will also be participating at
an encore presentation of the films at the L.E.
Shore Memorial Library in Thornbury on
Thursday April 19th at 7:00 pm. We hope to see you
there!
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APRIL MEETING AND CDHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
On Monday, April 9, 2018, the Collingwood and District Historical Society will hold its general
meeting for the month of April. Our speaker is Jean Hutchinson, who will be presenting “Agnes
Macphail – Canada’s First Female Member of Parliament”. Jean grew up in Southern Grey County
where she attended elementary school in Proton Station and secondary school at Flesherton High
School. She is a genealogist, historian and author of the book “Country Midwife: The Story of
Elizabeth Harvey Ward Nuhn” and she is an avid fan of Agnes Macphail.
This meeting will also serve as the Annual General Meeting of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society for 2018-2019. The AGM provides the opportunity for the Board of Directors and
its Officers to report to the membership on the events and activities of the past year and on the
Society’s present financial position. At this meeting, members will receive any names brought forth
as nominations for the Board of Directors for the coming year. The board welcomes any expression
of interest by members in becoming more actively involved in the business of our Society. You are
an important and vital part of our Society and can have a major role in its future success; please
consider taking a more active role in helping the Collingwood and District Historical Society to
become all that it can be.

April meeting presenter: Author and historian Jean Hutchinson
with her husband William (photo source Facebook)
Agnes Macphail was born in 1890 in a
farming community near Hopeville
Ontario in the Municipality of Southgate
in Grey County.
The family moved to a farm in the
Ceylon area where she attended Old
Durham Road School, later the Owen
Sound Collegiate and became a
teacher; it was around this time she
decided to represent the United
Farmers of Ontario Labour Party.

Bank of Canada commemorative bank note featuring Agnes Macphail
celebrates Canada’s 150th Anniversary of Confederation

On December 6, 1921 she was elected
to the Federal Government at age 31.
She was the first woman to sit in the
Canadian House of Commons.
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Collingwood Town Crest
At the January 8th meeting, Melissa Shaw,
Museum Assistant at the Collingwood Museum
gave a short presentation on the history of the
Collingwood Town Crest in celebration of the
Town’s 160th Anniversary in 2018. Here is some
of the information she presented:
The crest design was officially adopted by the
Town of Collingwood in 1980.
"The Corporation of the Town of Collingwood
Insignia is a collage depicting a multiplicity of local
heritage. On a seascape background, the insignia
is centred with a shield outlined in red and consists
of four elements: a train, a fish, and a leaf, all
representative of industry, lumbering, fishing, and
the support industry of the Railway. Supporting
these is the fourth element, the date of
incorporation of the Town. On either side of the
shield appears the men dressed in period
costumes, a railway conductor to the left and a
farmer to the right and immediately above the
shield is a sailing vessel depicting the shipping
industry. Supporting all facets of the insignia and
spanning its width appears a golden braid of
irregular shape." (Source: Schedule A, By-Law
No 80-48)

G&M Silver Nurse’s Graduation pin from
Collingwood Museum Collection

The earliest example of the crest in the
Collingwood Museum's collection is a sterling
silver nurse's graduation pin from the General and
Marine Hospital. The pin was awarded to P.J.
Cottrill in 1906. Photo caption: Collingwood
Museum Collection, 981.21.1
The oil on canvas painting of the town crest was
done by John H. Duncan, who was born in
Waterloo, N.Y. in 1852, venturing to Collingwood
in 1872 as a tinsmith where gained employment
with noted Collingwood tinsmiths John Fyfe and
W.R. Anderson. In 1901 he was appointed town
clerk, and later assumed the additional post of
treasurer. He fulfilled both positions until 1920.
Duncan was also involved in municipal affairs as a
public school trustee, town councillor, deputyreeve, and was the first treasurer of the Public
Utilities Commission. He was also treasurer of the
local Red Cross branch. Duncan died in February
1937.
Until recently, Duncan's painting hung high above
the main reception desk at Town Hall. Museum
staff took this opportunity to complete a detailed
condition report on the painting so efforts may be
taken to mitigate damage as the painting ages.
Town staff is currently considering other display
locations.

Collingwood Museum Assistant Melissa
Shaw gives her presentation at the
January 8, 2018 meeting
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Executive of the
Collingwood and
District
Historical Society

Officers for 2017-2018
Past President-Bruce Mackison
Vice President – Glenn Copeland
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan
Miller

Social Time
Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite members and guests to stay at the completion of our
meetings and enjoy a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has
to be cancelled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our control, notice of cancellation will be by telephone
and/or email and the general public by radio announcement. In addition, a notice will be placed on the main door
of the Leisure Time Club. A notice will also be posted on
our Facebook Page(s). If there is a last minute cancellation
by a speaker, everything possible will be done to have the
meeting take place as scheduled.
Meetings begin at 7 pm— at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.

Members at Large:
Selby Boyd

All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:

Irene Pradyszczuk

Collingwoodhistoricalsociety.com and on
Facebook

Susan Warner
Mary Lou Dunn
Susan Thibert
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions

Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter,
please forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at
email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

helpful to our Society, please pass them
on to an Executive Member.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

Please note that the Guest fee
for regular CDHS meetings is
$5.00
If you have not already renewed your membership for 2018, won’t you please do so now.
We thank you for your continued support of the CDHS!
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew your membership, please complete this application.
Name:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
Tel #:………………………………..

Email: ……………………………………………….

Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership [_] Other
Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical Society, Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payment can also be made at our regular meeting
“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport”
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