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The new Vinckier Foods coming to Armada will be similar to the Almont location of Vinckier Foods, which also boasts an Ace Hardware next door.

Village regaining grocery store
Vinckier Foods plans
a spring opening in
former Korte’s site
By Barb Pert Templeton
For The Macomb Daily

A new grocery store, with an Ace
Hardware attached to it, will open
in Armada this spring in the former
Korte’s Market space.
Owner Mike Vinckier confirmed he
will be opening Vinckier Foods by Memorial Day, if not before, and the current Ace Hardware in Armada will
move down the street to the new location.
“We are coming to town; that’s 100
percent, but we’re just still working out
some of the details,” Vinckier said.
The grocery store will be a Spartan
Foods market. He said Ace Hardware

is worldwide while Spartan Stores operate in franchises across the country.
He added that while Ace Hardware is
a $5 billion entity, Spartan Stores are
worth $7 billion.
“These companies are big; they have
really good reserves and know a lot
about the business, which helps us out,
and even though it’s a smaller food
store, it will be full service,” Vinckier
said.
The dual shops will fill 20,000 square
feet of space along Main Street. Onethird will be dedicated to hardware
and two-thirds will serve as the grocery store.
Vinckier said he heard that Roxanne
Wood, who has owned the Ace Hardware in Armada for 31 years, will be
retiring.
“I just learned this morning that Roxanne has decided to retire, which was a
surprise,” Vinckier said, “but I believe
much of the current Ace Hardware staff
will move over to the new location.”

In addition, he will be hiring about
30 people for the new Vinckier Foods
location.
“We’re excited about this,” Vinckier
said, noting it will be his fourth venture in the area. “It’s still just four little grocery stores and four little hardwares, but it’s fun.”
The other Vinckier locations are in
the nearby St. Clair County towns of
Yale and Wadhams and in Lapeer County’s Almont. He also operates an Ace
Hardware in the City of St. Clair.
Armada Township Supervisor John
Paterek is pleased the community will
once again have a local grocer. Korte’s
closed more than a year ago.
“Without question this is good for
Armada. Korte’s closing was a real setback and especially for the seniors, the
logistics of having to go to Richmond
FILE PHOTO
or Romeo can be daunting for the seIn
December
2013,
a
sign
on
the
door
of
the
old
nior population,” Paterek said, “and you
don’t know how good you have it until Korte’s Market read “closed for remodeling.” The
store never reopened.
it’s not there.”
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Economic development grant
will finance rebuilding of road
Yanfeng expansion
spurs $1.6M state
transportation award
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Salvation Army hosts sale

The Salvation Army Thrift Store
located at 45250 Northpointe Blvd.,
Utica will hold their third annual
home furnishing sale from 7 a.m.-10
p.m. Saturday. Patrons will receive
35 percent off all furniture and appliances and hourly sales will take
place on linens, housewares and
electronics. New mattresses and box
springs will be 10 percent off. Coffee and donuts will be available. For
more information, call 313-965-7760
or visit salarmythrift.com.

Lipinsky joins Keller Williams

By Frank DeFrank
frank.defrank@macombdaily.com
@fdefrank on Twitter

The ambitious expansion
plans of a Harrison Township
automotive firm led to Macomb
County receiving a grant to rebuild an industrial subdivision
road.
County officials announced
this week they’ve received $1.6
million in state Transportation
Development Funds to finance
construction of Executive Drive,
a one-mile long street near Interstate-94 and Joy Boulevard. The
funds are administered by the
Michigan Department of Transportation.
The grant came about through
a complex collaboration among
the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic
Development, Yanfeng USA Automotive Trim Systems in Harrison Township, MDOT and the
Macomb County Department of
Roads.
Yanfeng, which established its
first location in Harrison Township in 2010, decided to expand
and promised to invest $56.6
million to renovate a previously
vacant building on Executive
Drive. The expansion is expected
to create 519 jobs over the next
years. Yanfeng currently employes about 130 workers, county
planning officials said.
“This is probably our largest
(expansion) this year with the
number of (expected new) employees,” said Camille Silda, se-
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Tom Lipinsky, a real estate professional and his team have joined
the Keller Williams Lakeside Market Center, 45609 Village Blvd.,
Shelby Township. He has more than
22 years experience in the real estate industry and has served on
many local boards of directors,
most recently having been elected
to the Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors. Lipinsky holds several professional designations including Graduate, Realtor Institute (GRI), Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) and
Certified Distressed Property Expert
(CDPE).

A plan to expand Yanfeng USA Automotive Trim helped spur the state grant to rebuild Executive Drive.

CSI helps out holiday needy

nior economic development specialist for the county planning
department.
“This expansion will be a significant investment to our headquarters here in Harrison Township,” added David Wang, company president. “This is going
to dramatically improve the appearance and functionality of
our operations.”
Yanfeng’s decision to expand
within Macomb County triggered the grant. The money,
coupled with about $700,000
in matching road department
funds, will finance reconstruction of the road.
“This is great news for Harrison Township, and I am excited at the new job opportunities this will create,” Republi-

More than 100 people had a
brighter holiday season thanks to
CSI Support and Development, a
nonprofit company headquartered
in Warren. The firm held several office initiatives, such as bake sales
and silent auctions, raising more
than $650 that allowed them to
make a donation of five turkeys, five
hams, an assortment of canned and
dried goods and a check for more
than $300 to the Peace Lutheran
Food Pantry in Warren.
Improving lives is not a new
mission to CSI, as they provide affordable housing to low income seniors and those with disabilities
at their 57 locations in Michigan,
Maryland, Massachusetts and California. For more information, visit
csi.coop.

can State Rep. Anthony Forlini
of Harrison Township said in a
release Wednesday. “Executive
Drive is important to our community and to local industry because it leads to the only industrial property in the township.
The businesses located on Executive Drive provide jobs to local
workers and revenue for Harrison Township, which are vital
to the economic growth of the
township.”
Executive Drive, the industrial
road that serves Yanfeng and
other companies in the industrial park, is in an extreme state
of disrepair, according to transportation officials. The road
does not drain properly, causing icy conditions in the winter
and flooding during heavy rain-

falls. The Macomb County Department of Roads will reconstruct Executive Drive between
Henry B. Joy Boulevard and Production Drive, as well as widen
the intersections at these roadways to allow the companies improved access.
“It is in bad condition,” said
Robert Hoepfner, director of the
Macomb County Department
of Roads. “… It needs to be replaced.
“We’re going to tear it all out
and put a whole new pavement
in.”
Hoepfner said a date to start
construction has not been determined.
Macomb Daily Staff Writer Erica
Stark contributed to this report.

