SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON
WOODTURNERS
NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2016

Regular meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month. We will meet at our
regular time and place this month.
NEXT MEETING –
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24, 2016 at Friends of the Carpenter, 1600 W 20th St,
Vancouver, WA.
Demonstrator: Dan Baker - Reactive Metallic Paints with Patinas.

President’s Message
It hardly seems possible that Summer is almost gone and Fall just around the corner, but Fall salmon are showing up and
kids are starting to return to school already. Some of us may even find more time to work in our shops and I am hoping
that a few of our members will help out with a request from The Friends of the Carpenter group to turn a few kits that
they have given me to complete for their Annual auction coming this October. I have a supply of key chain and Yo Yo
kits plus a couple simple projects that we will complete for them and will bring them to the meeting this Wed.
As Fall approaches, I am looking forward to some of the guests that will be doing demonstrations in our area, including
Tom Wirsing at Cascade Woodturners meeting in September and Eric Lofstrom’s demonstration and workshop in
November, which will be a collaboration with Cascade and Northwest woodturner’s clubs. Our club will also be hosting
Russ Coker in October. Russ is a member of Cascade Woodturners and has an article in this month’s AAW magazine
which you will find interesting as it covers turning legs in a classic style.
I am hoping that we will get a great turnout for these meetings and demonstrations as well as the workshops, and am
certain that we will have more of the same in the coming months should these meetings be successful.
This month Northwest Woodturners club hosted Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler at the Carpenter Training Center.
They gave an excellent demonstration and workshop which didn’t have a great turnout; however there were six turners
who participated in the workshop who have gained some valuable skill as well as learning to turn a special project. I
hope to complete mine shortly as there just wasn’t enough time to complete this intricate project during the workshop.
We took home the skills to finish ours at home.
There’s more……….
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President’s Message (continued)
Our 2nd annual auction was held during last month’s meeting and even though the turnout wasn’t what I would like to
have seen, everyone had a good time, enjoyed a hot dog BBQ and we added a few dollars to our Treasury to help
provide for future demonstrators and costs to our inventory. I wish to thank all those who participated and generously
gave to this cause including those who made purchases and donated wood, including new member, Jerry, who donated
several board feet of beautiful boards.
At this month’s meeting I will be giving a presentation on some of the embellishment techniques I am using and do a
project using Reactive Metallic Paints with Patinas.
Until then, keep turning and I look forward to having you at the meetings.

Dan Baker

July Show & Tell Photos - Well, Ron’s camera wouldn’t cooperate, and the photos he took at the July
meeting are missing in action. If you had a project to show at last month’s meeting, please take it in again so
we can get a photo for a future newsletter.
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AAW NEWS

From Kathleen Duncan, Member – AAW Board of Directors
Time to exercise your voting rights -- and I’m not referring to the local and national ones that are bombarding us with
phone calls and flyers. Voting for the AAW Board opened August 1.
We have six outstanding candidates. Each of the six offers years of professional experience in various disciplines and all
have a passion for woodturning. At the symposium in Atlanta, each candidate took the opportunity to make a video
statement. If you are an AAW member, you can watch their videos, read their statements, and then vote! The link is
http://www.woodturner.org/page/2017BODCandidates.
If you’re not an AAW member, we still have the 60-day guest membership offer at
http://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestMemberLanding. Please talk to me if you have questions about AAW or would
like more information.
Kathleen
woodspinner@gmail.com

ARTICLES / MEMBER SHARING
Are you willing to write a short story or tutorial? If you have something that you think would be of interest to
other members, send it to the editor. All input is needed by the 15th of the month.

COMMERCIALS

Shop and save at these businesses with your SWWWT membership card.
Gilmer Wood Co. – Portland, OR
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware – Beaverton, OR
Woodcraft – Tigard, OR
Woodcrafters – Portland, OR
North Woods Figured Wood – Gaston, OR

Refer a friend! Ask them to join and become a member of the Southwest Washington
Woodturners. It’s low-priced easy fun. .

3

SWWWT – PRIVATE SALES
Your ads selling woodturning or related items. To list an item for sale, send the editor an e-mail at
tr60rr@gmail.com by the 10th of the month. Photos are OK. Ads will run once. To repeat or continue the ad,
please advise each month.

Turning Wood: Over 25 tons of interesting turning wood
logs and chunks in Vancouver. Latest acquisition is about a ton
of beautiful Siberian elm. Contact Tim at
wtsmall@comcast.net, 360-989-7721.
Also, please send an email to wtsmall@comcast.net with
"wood newsletter" in the subject line, to be added to a
periodic email newsletter on available woods and info.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Spindle Turning Class: For class participants, remember that Saturday, August 27th is the next
class for the Spindle Turning Course. We will continue using our skew to plane smooth a
cylinder and then we will turn perfectly shaped coves with a spindle gouge.
A list of woodturning events in the US and throughout the world can be found at:
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/subscription.php

MORE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER CONTENT: Thanks to Rick Rich
for forwarding this. This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their
web site: www.morewoodturningmagazine.com

YOUR MONTHLY ONLINE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE
View this month’s content

View Sample Issue

Subscribe – Only $25 / year
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A “Sound” Idea!
by Bob Heltman, CMW, AAW
God Bless the Irish, and especially the March 2008 Journal of the Irish Woodturners’ Guild, and even more to the point
the work and article “Sounding Bowls” by Tobias Kaye. Tobias has been putting phosphor bronze guitar strings across
wood bowls, making them into a sort of musical instrument, for over 20 years. Actually, his bowls have been bought on
4 continents and used in hospitals, clinics, care homes, special education settings, and for private meditation. Plucking
sounds warm the heart! See his website: www.sounding-bowls.com
I got so excited I just had to try making one. Since my musical talent approaches zero, I visited my local Tempo music
store, described my general plan, and bought 3 different strings. They gave me two violin tuning pegs, but I planned to
make my own. It also struck me that using pegs is a bit ancient and maybe there was another way. Next I visited my
Hobby House store, figuring that some of the small rigging devices used in model airplanes might work. As you can see
from the picture below, Photo 1, this amounted to quite an assortment of wiring, small (2-56) nuts and bolts, threaded
couplers, blind nuts, swivels, rods, tubes, etc. The kit on the left was mine.

Photo 1. Assortment of things needed to convert the bowl into a sounding bowl.
Back in my shop/studio I found a damaged walnut bowl about 7” dia. x 3” deep, and finished it with a thin spray of
lacquer. Next I turned 2 pegs out of purpleheart. At the one end, with grain running in the direction of the strings, I
drilled small holes just below the rim through which the strings would be threaded. Tobias uses copper tubing to line
these holes, saying it gives a brighter tone and stops the strings from cutting into the wood. The first string went in the
center; one end of each string comes with a stop-ball to hold it in place.
Tobias holds the ends in place with small turned wooden pegs like on an old fashioned Spanish guitar, after first
removing the stop ball, purely for an improved appearance. I used a blind nut in a hole opposite and turned in a long
screw. Clipping the string to length I crimped its cut end into a small electrical connector, turned up the end and placed
it behind a nut at the screws end. With heart pounding I slowly tightened the screw, using pliers to keep the nut and
connector in place, and plucked the string until it was tight and produced a pleasant sound. IT WORKED and the bowl
resonated wonderfully. (A pretty knob could be turned and glued over the screw.) This method worked like a charm,
kept its tune, and was easy to adjust. It could be quite well hidden under a recessed rim.
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Photo 2. The author’s Sounding Bowl with three strings.
Tobias tells me it would sound even better if I perfected the spiral section curve that he uses to give the richest
resonance. His kit contains instructions on shaping this curve. You might invent other methods for holding and tuning
strings. Tobias uses specially made stainless steel threaded pins like you might find on a dulcimer, but with knurled tops
for wooden thumb grips rather than key turned square heads. Again, he says that this is a visual issue, feeling that his
pieces should look as beautiful as they sound. (These special pins are available from Tobias as part of a kit that includes
step-by-step instructions and the fine copper tubing mentioned above.)
On thin walled bowls, threaded couplers or rigging couplers soldered to the string wire, etc. might work too. BUT, be
careful as “too thin” could mean breaking the bowl as strings are tightened. You can Google “violin making” and the like
for more ideas.
While a violin peg has a 2 degree taper, I simply drilled the peg holes and twisted the rotating drill to make a tapered
hole fitting my pegs. In these cases the strings ran over the bowl’s rim into small holes in the pegs. Again, tightening and
plucking gave me 3 different and pleasing notes. They do calm the soul and relax a person!
Visit Tobias’ websites for more information on copyrights, to contact him for a kit, etc. You can make a better sounding
bowl than this first fast try of mine! Have fun and improve your meditating. (It is OK to make a bowl for yourself, but not
to sell. Give credit to Tobias Kaye and send commercial business his way like a good sport.)
With permission of Tobias Kaye, the World Master of Sounding Bowls, here are photos of some of his remarkable pieces
of work with captions supplied by Tobias:
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Photo 3. This Holly Sounding Bowl, about 10” diameter by maybe 4.1/2” has red and green pegs to reflect the leaf and
berry color of the tree. A wider fan would have given a better tuning but the shape arising as the wet wood dried is
very pleasing to me, Tobias Kaye.

Photo 4. Wild grain gives a better resonance as well as better looks. This one in Ash shows the carved underside that
is randomly rippled by hand leaving five little feet. 9”x2”
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Photo 5. The strings pass over the wall at one end only in the simpler models. The steel tuning pins have maple thumb
heads fitted shaped and stained so that the tuning system is part of the overall sculpture of the piece.

Photo 6. Hard maples gives a good tone this rippled one (Acer PseudoPlatanus) is about 13” across x 2.3/8ths dee .
The seven strings are tuned to a pentatonic scale and go through the wall in copper tubes at both ends.
It is fitting to close with the following feedback from just one of Tobias’ many purchaser/users:
“The (multiple handicapped) children I work with can respond to the Sounding Bowl and even initiate musical sounds in a
way that is impossible with nearly any other instrument. When I first got the Sounding Bowl one of the boys who had not
responded to anything else before spent the entire session touching, feeling then playing the Sounding Bowl.” - Julie H.
music therapist, Warwickshire.
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