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Rev. Cory Germain 

Minister 

 

Ann Osborn 

Administrative Assist 

 

Joyce Jorgenson 

Choir Director 

How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

 

Worship Hours  
Sunday School 9:15 

Worship 10:30 
Communion the first Sunday 

of every month.   
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COUNCIL MINUTES 

For 1-20-21 

First Congregational UCC 

The Council met via Zoom.  The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Jane Kotewa.   

Ms. Kotewa led in prayer. 

 

Members Present: Dave Adams, Sue Kruse, Larry Thompson, Catherine Johnson Cory Hainy,  

Kay Campe, Joanne Eisenbarger, Dolores Gronewald, Jane Kotewa, Marilyn Forstrom.             

Ex-officio members present were Dara Bliesmer, Asst. Treasurer.  Guest – Abigail Roiger 

 

Members Absent: Robbin Celander, Ex-officio member Pastor Cory Germain (On duty with  

Air Nat’l Guard in Washington DC 

Minutes of the December 16, 2020 meeting were approved as printed (Ace/Catherine) 

Treasurer’s Report: By General Consent, Catherine Johnson was assigned as Treasurer Pro 

tem.  Ms Johnson reported that we ended 2020 with a balance in General Account of 

$56,221.29 including the gift from the Mildred Brodt Trust and 102% of Budgeted pledges were 

received (includes PPE).  Motion was M/S/C (Ace/Cory) to receive the report. 

Pastor’s Report:  No report 

Board Reports: 

 Christian Ed:  Made assignments for 2021 and plans for January Community meal 

 Diaconate:   Made board assignments for 2021, will serve October Community meal, 

need to continue with contacts shut ins. 

 Facilities: No January meeting due to weather.  Received stone design from Kruse    

Construction.  They were taken to Vetters in Mankato to begin cutting. 

 Hospitality:  No January meeting due to weather. 

 Missions:  Made board assignments for 2021.  The February Blessing Box is One Great 

Hour of Sharing.  There are several openings on Community Meals sign up sheet. 

 Worship:  Made board assignments for 2021k.  Help is needed for Sunday worship     

videographers.  Contact Dean Grotte or Larry Thompson.  Beginning plans for Ash Wednesday 

and Easter season. 

 Nominating Committee:  Catherine Johnson reported that we still have openings on 

Mission Board,  Moderator and possibly Diaconate.  Motion was M/S/C (Catherine/Cory) to ap-

prove Catherine Johnson as Treasurer.  Jane Kotewa will continue as Moderator until April or  

a replacement is found.  Whichever is first.  Motion was M/S/C (Catherine/Larry).   

Old Business:  Plans were finalized for a combination Zoom/in person Annual Meeting on    

January 31, 2021 

New Business:  Motion was M/S/C  (Catherine/Ace) to pay balance of the 2020 pledge to 

OCWM ($5029) and CUE ($846). 

The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Forstrom, Clerk 
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February 7 

Diaconate:  Carolyn Thompson  

Usher  Eric Johnson   

Reader  Catherine Johnson 

Greeter  Catherine Johnson 

 

February 14 

Diaconate:  Carolyn Thompson  

Usher  Trenton Jorgenson  

Reader  Carolyn Thompson  

Greeter  Kathy Jorgenson  

 

February 21 

Diaconate:  Carolyn Thompson  

Usher  Jake Shoen  

Reader  Abby Shoen  

Greeter  Amanda Forstrom 

 

February 28 

Diaconate:  Carolyn Thompson 

Ushers  Jon Neitzel   

Reader  Kay Campe   

Greeter  Sue Kruse 
 

  

 

Ushers, Readers & Greeters 

9:00 a.m. 

February 19th is the  

March Newsletter  

submission deadline. 

Thank you! 

Margo, Kathy, Marilyn 

and Joyce  for helping 

prepare the December 

newsletter for mailing.   

You are very much  

appreciated! 



Interview with Kathy and Tom Jorgensen 

    
Kathy (Bosshart) Jorgensen was born at the Fairmont Hospi-
tal to Gene & Marie Bosshart.  She grew up in Truman,  
Minnesota, attended the Catholic Church,  attended and was 
graduated from the Truman School.  Her father had Bosshart 
Construction in Truman.  She babysat for a Truman 
family...read on for an interesting "connection"! 
 
   Tom Jorgensen was born at the Fairmont Hospital to Harry 
K. and Helen Jorgensen.  He was raised on the family farm 
located 5 miles south of Fairmont on Mud Lake--not really a 
fishing lake but good for carp, buffalo, and bullheads.  The 
farm was established in 1913 and in 2013 celebrated 100 
years and is now called a Heritage Farm.  Tom & Kathy live in 
one house on the farm and their  son Kirk and his wife Gina 
along with their children Trenton & Gretchen live in the other 
house on the farm.  Their daughter Tamra and husband David 
Jepson live in Albert Lea with their son, stepson, and step-
daughter.  Tamra is an Albert Lea Day Care provider. 
 
   Tom enjoyed driving a race car.  He worked with a gentle-
man who lived right next door to the family where Kathy 
babysat...and he asked the gentleman about Kathy...and they 
started dating!  ("Connection" mentioned earlier!!)  They dat-
ed for about a year and a half before they were married at 
the First Congregational UCC in Fairmont on May 9, 1970 and 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
2020...congratulations!!  Kathy joined the First Congregation-
al when they got married. 
 
Kathy worked at Peerless Laundry in Fairmont for about a 
year, and then worked at Shopko in Fairmont for 34 
years...retiring when they closed. 
 
    Tom has worked  at 3M, Fairmont Railway Motors, Mel 
Carlson Chevrolet Truman, Stokely in Fairmont and Karam 
Manufacturing in Madelia.  Tom bought out the Karam owner 
and moved the business to their farm for 11 years.  He drove 
truck for Gaalswyk for five years before retiring.  Ah! but he 
likes to keep busy so he presently drives semi for 
Hometown.  He enjoys working on an old pickup with his son 
and grandson. 
 
 

 
   Kathy is enjoying her retirement but she, too, 
likes to keep busy.  She has served on the 
C.E. Board, Diaconate, enjoys Bible Study, 
S.S.Class, helping serve Community Meals, likes to 
help bake cookies and pies!  She enjoys her Church 
family!! 
 
   It seems snowstorms are a good way to keep in 
touch with the folks who have agreed to be  
interviewed .  
 

By Lee Hanning 

 

 

 

 



Page 7 



Page 8 



Page 9 



Date Memory/Honor of Donor Designation From 
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22-Nov Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish Tim & Kay Campe 

22-Nov Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

29-Nov Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish MaryDon Kislingbury 

29-Nov Memory of Rick Lunz   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Bill Norman   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Dorothy Simpson   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Eloise Lidke   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Mildred Brodt   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Larry Carlson   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

29-Nov Memory of Cal & Jean Christensen Free Community Meal 
Mick, Dawn, Kelly and Bryan 
Parker 

29-Nov Bill & Pat Cowing Anniversary Starfish Virginia Riedesel 

6-Dec John & Donna Holstine Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

6-Dec Bill & Pat Cowing Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

13-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Cindy & Jon Anderson 

13-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Music Jane Kotewa 

13-Dec Memory of Bonnie True General Pat & Randy Rowan 

13-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

20-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Capital Dolores Gronewald 

20-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Berdean & Janice Moeller 

20-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish 
Minnesota Valley Testing 
Laboratories, Inc 

20-Dec Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

20-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Danny & Jackie Rynearson 

24-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Margaret Weaver 

28-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Marsha Donnelly 

28-Dec Memory of Margaret Heinrich Starfish HA & DA Fancher 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Sue & Rollo Barnes 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Carol Carlson 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Marilyn Forstrom 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Donna & Dean Grotte 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Joyce Jorgenson 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Faye Miller 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Lyle & Charlene Norris 

31-Dec Memory of Bonnie True Starfish Virginia Riedesel 

31-Dec Memory of Charles F Draper   Jon & Cheryl Ripke 

17-Jan Memory of David Ehlers Starfish Tim & Kay Campe 

17-Jan Memory of Lonnie Opkis Starfish Tim & Kay Campe 

17-Jan Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish Evalyn Carlson 

17-Jan Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish Joyce Jorgenson 

17-Jan Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

 

  

 
   

Memorials 
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*Worship services from First Congregational UCC are available (and searchable by 
date) alongside the other great content on the rightnow MEDIA website & app! 

________________________________________________________ 
 
 
As we run head-long into 2021, perhaps you’ve been hoping for something worthwhile that 
your young children can watch instead of hours of broadcast TV?!  Are they curious about 
Bible stories?  Do they enjoy music?  Then check out The Wonderful World of Benjamin 
Cello, a six-session video series with plenty of fun characters and songs: 

Follow Benjamin Cello, a winsome country gentleman, as he leads his friends on song-filled 
adventures through the Land of the Baptized Imagination. Whether it's dancing in the art-
full beauty of Pennywhistle Park, hearing the hallelujah hoedowns of the Big Ol' Barn, or 
reading deeply in the mysterious and elevated Book Endless Book Tower, The Wonderful 
World of Benjamin Cello will captivate your children with the beauty and purity of a God-
breathed imagination! 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 
On a cold, snowy February night (yes, I’m sure there will be a couple) how about a feature-
length action movie with a Christian focus for adults or older children?  ***Due to the  
intense nature of this film and some images and footage viewers may find disturbing, viewer 
discretion is advised.***  Here is the synopsis: 

Free Burma Rangers is an amazing documentary on a special forces soldier and 
his family as they experience God’s miracles in seemingly impossible situations.  
This epic documentary chronicles the 20-year journey of the Free Burma Rangers, 
an unconventional humanitarian organization, as they venture through jungles, fire-
fights, and heroic rescues.  It’s a real life action-adventure film unlike any you’ve 
seen before. 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 

*Do you still need to sign up for a FREE rightnow MEDIA account? 
Go to https://www.rightnow.org/Account/Invite/FCONG 

 
Once logged in to your FREE account, you can either scroll down the left side library list OR 
click on the LIBRARIES icon in the upper left corner of the screen and select “First Congre-
gational UCC” to access the “Fairmont Worship Services” channel, or any of the other great 
resources on the site.  “Pastor Cory’s Picks” is where you’ll find videos I’ve recommended 
here, as well as others that interest me.  Stay tuned… the list changes as I discover new 
picks!  If you’ve discovered a show or video on rightnow MEDIA that you think others 
would enjoy, email me and I’ll promote it in next month’s column. 
        ~ Pastor Cory 



From the Facilities Board:  

The Facilities Board has gratefully received the gift of a new John 

Deere snowblower and two lawn mowers from the Reverend Harold Stepanek.  Rev-

erent Stepanek joined his wife, the Reverend Alma Stepanek, in Fairmont as she 

served as our Director of Christian Education and he served as Clerk for the Presby-

terian Synod of Prairie and Lakes.  We have missed his wisdom and wit after Rever-

end Alma passed, but remember him with affection and appreciation for his gener-

ous gifts to our congregation.  

The PRC meets quarterly each year 

to discuss joys and concerns regarding 

our pastoral  leadership. If you have  in-

put for the committee, please contact 
any of the PRC members:  

Cindy Anderson, Pastor Cory Germain, 

Lee Hanning,  Eric B. Johnson,  
Jon Neitzel and Abigail Roiger. 
 

HyVee and Fareway Receipts Report as of  
17 January 2021 
 
This is a two month report because last month 
were was not a ‘NEWSLETTER’ . 
 
During the last nine weeks, $21,030.02 
(14.02%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were turned 
in.    After 20 weeks, Hy-Vee is at $62,736.8 
(40.35%) toward the 13th $150,000 goal.   
 
During the same nine weeks, $12,067.22 
(8.04%) worth of Fareway slips were re-
ceived.  After 122 weeks, Fareway reached 
$150,000.09 (100.0%) and those slips were 
turned in to Fareway on Tuesday morning 12 
January 2021.  
 

We also have $4,037.67 (2.69%) toward our 
4th $1,000 from Fareway Store.  
 
Thanks for bring into the Church, bring them 
or mailing them to me.  Even the very small 
amounts help.  This program started the first 
of March 2011, so any slips from then until 
now can be used.  Twice during this time, a 
number of slips going back to 2017 were 
turned in which helped reach the Fareway 
goal.  Any Fairmont Fareway and   Hy-Vee 
food store register slip can be used.  Even 
slips from Hy-Vee Gas, Coffee Shop, Food 
Service, and Pharmacy help us toward the 
goal. 
 
Reported by:  Jim Bock 
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Here’s a Valentine’s dinner to make and enjoy. 

Don’t forget the dessert! 
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Feb. 1  Mark Craven   

Feb. 2  Sarah Zabel   

Feb. 3  Lori Marushin   

  Faith Kotewa   

 Feb. 4 Jim Bock   

  Joyce Jorgenson   

Feb. 6  April Rachuy   

Feb. 10 Jenna Moller   

Feb. 13 Janine Draper   

  Remi Shoen   

 Feb. 16 Jim Marushin Sr.  

  Owen Becker   

  

 

 

Birthdays 
 

Feb. 17 Vicki Bicknase   

  Carter Rowan   

  Colby Whitmore   

 Feb. 18 Kirk Jorgensen   

 Feb. 19 Joe Craven   

  Courtney  Kuperous   

 Feb. 21 Larry Lasch   

 Feb. 23 Lee Trunkenbolz       

 Feb. 25 Cindy Anderson   

 Feb. 27 Larry Christensen   

  Henry Brummond   

 Feb. 28 Matt Guritz   

 

Feb 2   Bob & Jan Cone         58 yrs  
Feb 14 Jon & Cindy Anderson 23 yrs   

Anniversaries 


