January Trinity Topics 2020
From Rev. Nancy
As I write this we are still in the Christmastide season of the Church. We are so lucky that we
do not have to rush on and leave This Holy season.
On Sunday we will celebrate the Epiphany- the showing of Christ to the Gentiles. Time to move
those wise men to the crèche!
On the 12th of January is the Baptism of Jesus. The Gospel reading on Christmas morning was
from the first chapter of the book of John-The Logos, or Word Christology - or who Jesus is
truly Christ for us. John was a theologian and a mystic and this first chapter comes from his
own prayer life, and is more poetic than the other gospel writers. I think it is important to note
the following for our more complete understanding of who Jesus is.
John reminds us that Christmas really begins where Genesis begins - in the beginning, with God
in creation. So, using language evocative of the first verses of Genesis, John begins by talking
about the beginning, and about the Word of God. “The Word” here is God in action, of God
revealing Godself. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. AND THE WORD BECAME
FLESH AND LIVED AMONG US.
The Word was with God in creation. The one who is God revealing himself to humanity-this one
became a person, became flesh- as completely human as you and I. NOT God with a peoplesuit disguise on; not a really good person who God rewarded and made special; not a super
angel God created early and saved up for Bethlehem. But a person, who was the Word - who
was God’s own self.
As we enter into a new year and a new decade, we all face challenges and opportunities,
sorrows as well as joys. Let us all show the light of the star and the holy one it came to
announce; to hurry into the world as did the shepherds, to share our gifts as did the Wise Men,
to point to Jesus as did John the Baptist, to remember that we are all the beloved of God, as
the Spirit announced to Jesus at his baptism.
May our experiences of prayer, individual and communal, and worship bring us to an everincreasing depth of relationship with Emmanuel who is always God with us.
To ponder in the New Year:
If, as Herod, we fill our lives with things, and again with things.
If we consider ourselves so unimportant that we must fill every moment of our lives
with actionWhen will we have time to make the long slow journey across the desert
as did the Magi?
Or sit and watch the stars as did the shepherds?
Or ponder over the coming of the child as did Mary?
For each one of us there is a desert to travel; a star to discover;
and a being within ourselves to bring to life.

Warden's World
We made it! Another year and another decade. As I reflect, it is difficult to place what occurred
in 2019 let alone 2010. In many ways it was a very trying decade for Trinity Church. We have
struggled with attendance, membership, and maintenance of our facilities and even questioned
our long-term survival. Conversely, when faced with such daunting tasks and questions, the
Church responds with unimaginable blessings.
The issue of Church growth, or at least maintenance, was addressed at the Diocesan Convention
in November. No magic potion or pill was promised, just basic common sense. It was suggested
that for our Church to be vibrant and welcoming a dialogue with the community is required.
Such dialogue is accomplished one on one. So how may that happen?
Canon Leo recalled his personal approach. Tattoos, T shirts, (or perhaps hats I do not
remember) and wrist bands. These are the openers or ice breakers that he utilizes in order to
begin a conversation when out in public. Nice Tat, where did you get it? Is an easier more
comfortable entry than God Loves You. Yet it often leads to that conclusion.
Perhaps because of age, tattoos or even T shirts do not appeal to me. The wrist bands,
however, could work. Since the convention I have been wearing a wrist band that states God
Loves You (No Exceptions) The Episcopal Church. It is multi-colored and does draw some
attention. I can not honestly swear to any in-depth dialogue that has resulted from my actions,
but it has offered a few comments. That is a start.
Susan and I have a bag full of these wrist bands that will be made available to all at the Annual
Meeting on January 26, 2020. Or perhaps you are more of a tattoo, hat, or T shirt person. The
point is to allow God’s message to be heard and hopefully discussed. The Episcopal Church in
general and Trinity specifically has much to offer our troubled World. We should not hide it
under a basket but proclaim the Good News to All (No Exceptions). May you have a Happy,
Joyous and Blessed 2020.
Peace,
Jim
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NEWS TO KNOW
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Dan Swank (01/01), Alan Kappers (1/04), Wiley Smith (1/09),
Caroline Rice (1/09), Addison Plessinger (1/24),
Brian Wilgus (1/29), Winnie Hackworth (1/29),
Carole Van Osdol (1/30)

JANUARY 26, 2019
The Annual Meeting will be held following the service on Sunday, January 26. Lunch will be provided .
We will look at the year behind us and the year ahead. This is a time for parish members to bring to the
meeting any words of thanksgiving, gratefulness, concerns, and ways to improve the work that we do in
worship and in the community.
Committees chairs are asked to have their reports into the office no later than January 13.

We have three members leaving Vestry. George Gutermuth, Dale Perrault, and Brent Brazelton. The
Vestry and Parish thank you for your service.
John Weikle and Mary Siegel have agreed to serving on Vestry. We look forward to having your
thoughts, ideas, and support.

2019
WORSHIPPING, LEARNING, CELEBRATING TOGETHER
A BUSY, ENGAGING YEAR
Annual Meeting
Vestry Retreat
Dedication of New Banner
in memory of Mary Deisman
Launched the Parish Health Ministry
Baptism, Confirmation and Reception
at Proctor
Graduates honored
Mothers Day and Fathers Day Brunches
Layreader / Acolyte Training
Summer Camp at Proctor
Rummage Sale in June and October
Hosted Dining with Diabetes
Committee descriptions listed
with invitations to join
Book Studies
Guest facilitator in November/December

Inquirers class began
Emergency Preparedness - Safe Church Plan
Friendship Sunday
Contract with K12 for building useage
St. Francis Day, Pet Blessing outside this year
Stewardship Kick Off
All Saints Day with Stilton Cheese Coffee Hour
in memory of Paul Sarber
Kirking of the Tartans
Stewardship Ingathering
Outreach campaigns and workdays
throughout the year
Greening of the Church
Chili Luncheon
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day Services
Guest musicians throughout the year
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STEWARDSHIP:
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, PARISH
BUILDING AND GROUNDS
Our Building and Grounds Committee: Chairperson-Evanthia Owen, David Cobb, George Gutermuth,
Harvey Perrault, and Kevin Kirsch have had a very, very busy year.
The most extensive undertaking was finding an underground leak in a boiler hot water pipe and repairing
the leak. Then getting the boiler cleaned and in good working order. This was a pretty much
a year-long endeavor and was completed in October.
The south parking lot was patched. New window air conditioners were installed. Vectren moved the gas
meter from inside the boiler room to the outside. A leak in the roof over the kitchen area was repaired.
The Education Building was checked for asbestos (none found).
Thank you for all your hard work.

SAFE CHURCH TRAINING
With the support of our Diocese, a Safe Church Plan has been put into action. Our Emergency Response
Team Members are: David Cobb, Jim Beerbower Evanthia Owen, Harvey Perrault, Carole Cobb, Jerry
Knapke, and Rev. Nancy.
The parish received information and training for Medical Emergencies, a plan for Natural Disasters, and a
plan for Active Shooter Scenarios.
Part of our team members are certified in First Aid Training. We purchased a second AED for the church
sanctuary and added directional signs for safe places during natural disaster, such as tornadoes.
A listing of emergency phone numbers is available, which include who we use for plumbing, electricians,
IT Support, Building Insurance, Red Cross and more.
Security cameras are being mounted on the buildings.
The Workman Lounge will be locked with a buzzer and camera to show visitors who want to come into
the office. Char will be able to see who is there and unlock the door.
Thank you to this group of dedicated people who have worked so hard the past year.

BUILDING USEAGE
We entered into a rental contract with K12 Ohio Virtual Academy to use our Parish Hall and a couple of
rooms in the Education Building for the purpose of testing students who are home schooled in this area.
There will be two more sessions in 2020, February 24-27 and April 6 - May 1.
The 12-step program added three (3) new groups this past year. One is an AlaTeen Group. These
programs continue to be served by using our space. Each group pays a monthly rental fee, which is part
of their program of accountability.
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CHRISTMAS EVE, 2019

Inquirers Class - Adult Christian Formation
Will resume Sunday, January 5 at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall.
We will be discussing Worship in the Episcopal Church
with emphasis on the Book of Common Prayer.

Book Study
Will resume Thursday, January 9 at 11:00 am
in the Workman Lounge

THE TRAVELS OF JOAN AND DAN
I have reached the point in writing my Travel Blog where I have started to include our involvement
in the Episcopal Church in Chiang Mai, Thailand. (It is where we attended last year, too). Joan
Here is the link:
hwww.reinspirementtrekking19-20.blogspot.com
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAYS:
CHOIR PRACTICE
INQUIRERS CLASS:
WORSHIP:
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:

9:00 am in the Sanctuary
9:30 am in (Resumes Jan. 5 in the Parish Hall)
10:30 am Rite II
Follows the service.

WEDNESDAYS:

7:00 pm Celtic Evening Prayer:
A quiet time of reflection may be just what you need in the
middle of the week. Following the service we gather in fellowship
for conversation, wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

THURSDAYS:

11:00 AM -12:30 PM

Book Study

(Resumes Jan. 9.)

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Jan. 1

(Please note:)
Pranic Healing Clinic will not meet again until May 2020.

Jan. 5

(1st Sunday of each month)
* Healing Prayers
* Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)

Jan. 6

(1st Monday of each month)
10:00 am Building and Grounds Committee in the Parish Hall

Jan. 12

(2nd Sunday of each month)
Worship Committee Meeting in December.

Jan. 13

(2nd Monday of each month)
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting

Jan. 16

(2nd Thursday of each month)
1:00 pm
Fellowship Committee in the Parish Hall

Jan. 18

(3rd Saturday of each month)
10-12:00 pm Outreach Craft Day in the Parish Hall.

Rev. Nancy:
Email: Rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org / NHardin62@gmail.com
Church Office: 937-335-7747
Website: www.trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Email: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
8:30 am - 1:00 pm Mon-Fri., 10:00 am-12:30 pm on Sat.
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