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Zombies versus snooty
English people

It’s true America is a nation divided; a
country split into two parties with fundamen-
tally different beliefs and outlooks on life –
some of us like zombie shows and others pre-
fer British dramas.

A large number of us want to watch ma-
rauding brain-eating zombies while others in-
sist, for inexplicable reasons, on watching
British gentry prattle on about
some mischief the servants are
up to.

Boiling points are reached
every Sunday at 9 p.m., thanks
to diabolical television sched-
ulers. That is when everyone is
forced to choose sides. You ei-
ther choose zombies or you
choose snooty English people.
For it is at that precise time that
The Walking Dead airs on
AMC while Downton Abbey
shows on PBS – throwing
every household in this nation
into chaos, splitting families
down the middle.

If men are from Mars and
women from Venus, everyone could go back
to their home planet on Sunday nights and
happily watch zombie killing on the red
planet, while the fairer sex would get together
and discuss the intricacies of what Maggie
Smith said at a tea, as opposed to what she
said at dinner.

Not to be sexist, but facts are facts - this di-
vision most often comes down to gender.
Dudes like zombie killing, about a thousand
to one more than Masterpiece Classic shows
featuring people polishing silverware.
Women, on the other hand, may enjoy a good
zombie-braining from time to time, but are
more apt to miss it when confronted with a
show from an elegant British manor house on
another channel.

This essential difference has bedeviled
household harmony since the cave days. Even
with technology that allows easy show record-
ing, the one who controls the remote, drives
the household.

The two shows represent the two faces of

our culture. The Walking Dead features oodles
and oodles of zombie killing action. Zombies
are dispatched at a high rate with crossbows,
shovels, pipes, samurai swords and occasion-
ally plain ol’ guns – when the writers run out
of other ideas.

The Walking Dead, which provides a com-
pelling plot as well as useful post-apocalyptic

survival tips, is both entertain-
ing and educational for many
of us – Never trust people with
eye-patches when civilization
breaks down.

Unfortunately, the forces of
Venus have seen fit to put a
show on Georgia Public
Broadcasting that spends
many, many minutes of noth-
ing but a bunch of snooty Eng-
lish people wielding their wit
and manners against each other
and the hordes of the non-aris-
tocrats who surround them.
However, this show, which fea-
tures all the excitement of
watching someone mow grass,

apparently casts a hypnotic spell over a certain
percentage of the public.

It was bad enough two weeks ago when
Downton Abbey came up against the Super-
Bowl and some households missed part of the
biggest football game of the year. In some
cases “the ladyships” simply banished their
husbands to the servant quarters (kids’ rooms)
to watch one of the best NFL grand finales in
American history alone, not on their recliners
and far from their tankards of ale.

This Valentine's Day what we propose is a
compromise of sorts. Maybe every once in a
while a half-rotted zombie can run amuck
through the halls of the manor house and eat a
butler or some incidental cousin to the dowa-
ger, conversely the rugged band of survivalists
in the Walking Dead could once every show
drone on endlessly about proper etiquette
while fleeing a horde of ravenous zombies.

In the spirit of Valentine’s Day we’d like to
suggest a new series, The Walking Dead of
Downton Abbey. 

   Agree or Disagree? Tell us your thoughts on this week’s editorial either with a
letter to the editor that will be published next week. Letters may be e-mailed to 
news@pickensprogress.com. All letters must have a valid e-mail address, full name and a
telephone number for verification.  We also still take them by regular mail at Pickens
Progress/ P.O. Box 67 / Jasper, GA 30143
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    They are the talklords of
cable TV. The irony is that their
scripted utterances are no more
salient than yours or mine. These
people would like to do your
thinking for you. Please, don’t
let them:
    Charles Krauthammer
(Fox Cable News) – For all his
wit and acuity, Mr. Krautham-
mer struggles to be both an intel-
lect and an ideologue. It’s an
awkward fit.
    Piers Morgan (CNN) –
There was once an endemic re-
spect for post-empire British
journalists who bespoke civility
and wit in happy conflation. Mr.
Morgan on the other hand seems
grim like a method actor prepar-
ing to play Richard III. Bring
back Larry King.
    Bill O’Reilly (Fox Cable
News) – He invites “guests” in
for a forensic mugging, then
fails to understand why few,
save lackeys, want to appear on
his show. O’Reilly, for all his
thuggery, aspires to be a bal-
anced thinker and could be,
given the courage.
    Joe Scarborough (MSNBC)

– His bi-partisan charm is to be
envied. But it evaporates as he
dismissively over-talks sidekick
Mika Brzezinski whose father
Zbigniew should belt Scarbor-
ough in the kisser.
    Ed Schultz (MSNBC) – Mr.
Schultz’ invective has a plod-
ding quality. Rather than argue
politics, you’d like to take him
bowling. He strives for righteous
anger but projects amiability.
    Rachel Maddow (MSNBC)
– Sprays malice with motor-
mouthed glee. Dresses badly and
brings nothing fresh to the table.
    Sean Hannity (Fox Cable
News) – Sees himself as a spiri-
tual exemplar (“Let not your
heart be troubled”), fashioning a
template built on talking points.
Beside Mr. Hannity, Bill
O’Reilly seems humble.
    Wolf Blitzer (CNN)  - His
call-me-Wolf approachability re-
minds us that CNN once stood
alone in primetime cable talk.
Now the network purports to
seek objectivity. It’ll take
courage to challenge the malice-
equals-ratings paradigm. Then
again, if a story is compelling,
the drama need not be manufac-

tured. Mr. Blitzer seems to real-
ize this.
    The Five (Fox Cable News)
– Suffers from an imbalance of
aren’t-we-cute-let’s-all-chatter-
at-once. Casting Bob Beckel as
the ideological underdog with
odds 4 to 1 against makes
Beckel appear martyred.
•••••
    There is a false assumption
abroad in the country that one
must choose an ideology for
oneself and forever think accord-
ingly. 
    In fact, you can change your
mind as reason and circum-
stances dictate. Instead of won-
dering what’s liberal or
libertarian or conservative, one
might wonder what’s true;
what’s decent; what makes com-
mon sense. Let the conclusion
fall where it may on the political
spectrum. No single political
ideology has all the answers. Try
resolving the Immigration
dilemma, for example, without
both pragmatism and compas-
sion. The irony is that the left,
right and center exist in symbio-
sis. Despite what the TV talkers
would have us believe, we need
each other.

    [For more of the same, visit
Alan’s blog, essentialba.com]
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By Alan Gibson
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    As a father, grandfather, gun-
owner, outdoorsman and fixed-
income American, I am worried
about where our country is
going. I am aware of knee-jerk
reactions on both sides of the gun
control debate. There is, as with
most matters of public policy,
room for disagreement. Unfortu-
nately, you can’t hear the dis-
agreement with both sides
screaming so loudly.
    We have 300 million people
in America and 270 million guns.
For many people, that would
sound like plenty.  But we have
a Constitutional right to purchase
those weapons and a moral re-
sponsibility to use them safely.
    I support the freedom to buy
guns for hunting or sport or self-
defense or, as a free American,
protecting myself against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic
(yes, as a former Army Reservist,
I also took The Oath).  
    Right now, according to
Gallup, Americans are split on
this issue. About 58 percent sur-
veyed in mid-January said they
favored tougher laws. But that
number was 78 percent in 1990
and just 43 percent 18 months
ago. Public opinion has swayed
dramatically, just like it was split
over re-electing our president. I
am not sure if that split makes us
more diverse or more dangerous. 
    President Obama is, pre-
dictably and on-cue, reacting to
these recent tragedies (inciden-
tally, his use of children as a
backdrop for the signing of his
executive orders was both
shameful and unbecoming).  
    While his executive orders do
not appear an immediate threat to
our Second Amendment rights,
they have further ignited the de-
bate. 
    Ironically, the only practical
(and least intrusive) point in the
Obama response is whether men-
tal health professionals, like psy-
chiatrists and counselors, should
be required to report to law en-
forcement any patients whom
they believe are a threat to soci-
ety. But that also comes with a
cost, and the civil libertarian in
me worries about patient privacy.  
    It’s a tradeoff—but one we
must consider.  If the psychiatrist
who treated the Aurora Colorado
movie theater killer knew that
this mentally unstable man had
mass murder on his mind about
a month before the shooting then
why did she reject local law en-
forcement’s offer to put him on
“psychiatric hold”?  This calcu-
lating murderer’s right to privacy
led to 70 people being shot and
12 of them dying—and now, ac-
cording to the Denver Post, his
psychiatrist is being sued by one
of the victim’s spouses, charging
that the doctor knew he was dan-
gerous and “breached her duty to
exercise reasonable care.” 
    It is true that if there is a “so-
lution” it is a complex one. And
most of it has nothing to do with
gun control. It involves signifi-
cant improvements in mental
health screening, more thorough
background checks and greater
involvement by parents. Side
note to parents: let’s get these
kids outdoors and further away
from their video games. Let’s
focus more on sports and scout-
ing and camping and hunting and
fishing and hiking.  
    As one experienced law en-
forcement professional told me,
when a kid gets “killed” in a

video game he just hits “reset”.
There were no resets in
Columbine, Blacksburg, Ft.
Hood, Tucson, Aurora or New-
town. 
    Yet another Pickens law en-
forcement officer confided that
banning assault weapons would
be more symbolic than substan-
tive. It will not stop the violence.
It will give solace to those who
have suffered from the gun vio-
lence and it may give hope to
those who believe greater regu-
lation will mean greater safety.  It
will not make our nation a better
place.
    But this issue is far deeper
than guns. The gun debate
speaks to the great division in
our country that is exemplified
by divisive and polarizing lead-
ership in Washington.  
    The gun debate is sympto-
matic of the larger issue, which
has more to do with whether we
can survive as a nation than it
does whether we can survive
mass murderers.  
    The questions about gun con-
trol are almost unanswerable.
You can’t live in America and be
middle-of-the-road about gun
legislation. I have a close conser-
vative friend who told me once
that the only thing in the middle-
of-the-road is a yellow stripe. He
is right—but yellow stripes on
the highway save lives every
day. I am not convinced that fur-
ther gun control will save any.
    Like you, my heart hurts for
families who have lost loved

ones—especially children—in
these horrible massacres. There
is no explaining why these shoot-
ings occur. Innocent people were
shot by crazy people. And, de-
spite our need to do something,
there is nothing that will prevent
these sorts of crimes from hap-
pening again. That is simply the
truth.
    Talk to law enforcement pro-
fessionals (I have) and they will
tell you that you cannot legislate
safety.  You cannot legislate san-
ity. As long as we are a free and
open society, we will have sense-
less crimes committed by sense-
less people. 
    And beginning the process of
disarming law-abiding Ameri-
cans is a step toward disarming
our right to be free.  
    My final appeal is to those of
you who are in the middle, riding
that yellow stripe, who are con-
flicted by these choices. Ask
yourselves these two questions.
Can we afford to do nothing?
More importantly, can we afford
to do the wrong thing? 
    We should think not just
about the future of gun control
but about the future of America.
As our Republic struggles to re-
main free, we have more to lose
than just our guns. 

    David R. Altman is a resident
of the Sassafras Mountain area
and is a regular contributor to
the Progress.
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Feb. 5 - Feb. 11

HI LOW RAIN

Tuesday 54        38        .00
Wednesday         62        35        .00
Thursday             51        43        .12
Friday 52        29        .11
Saturday              60        28        .00
Sunday 60        43      1.11
Monday 53        41        .00
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