We are starting a new sub-unit today of Psalms 


called Plagiarized Psalms.  

While there are a surprisingly high number of overlapping ideas 


and sayings in the Psalms, 

some of them are almost flat out plagiarized.  


Our Psalm 14 and 53 today is one of the best examples.  


Psalm 40 and 70 are another example. 


Psalms 57, 60, and 108 are also guilty.  


Psalms 96, 105, and 106 all steal from 1 Chronicles 16,



 but we have already looked at them.

But if you were an English teacher, 


Psalms 14 and 53, 



is one of those textbook examples that seem to be done by 5th or 6th graders 




who know they can't directly copy everything, 



so they change a few words 




and call it their own thoughts, 




instead of the editors of Encyclopedia Britannica




or today Wikipedia.  

There are only two differences between the two Psalms. 


One, 



Psalm 14 uses Yahweh for God in places 



and Psalm 53 uses Elohim throughout.   


Two, 



verse 5b-6 are different words. 



One and a half verses out of 7 is different.  




That is all



We had greater differences in the songs we sang last week 




in the verses between our hymnal version 




and the source online I usually use.

So the question becomes, 


if you are going to use only so many Psalms, 


why include two that are almost exactly the same?  
Part of the reason 


is explained in the way the Psalms were compiled.  

The Psalms are divided into five different books; 

1–41, 


42–72, 


73–89, 


90–106, 


and 107–150.  

In 1-41 


God is usually referred to as Yahweh 

and book 2 


42-72



usually uses Elohim.  

One theory goes 


that the Psalm was well known 


and when the overall book of the Psalms was compiled, 



both schools had used the Psalm, 


but had changed the word for God, 



a change that is not noticeable in the English translations, 




but obvious in the Hebrew.  

The other part of the theory is,


The hymn was probably popular everywhere, 



because of the story of Nabal 




in 1 Samuel 25 that we read this morning.  

All of our English versions use the term fool.  


But there are eight  different terms 



that can we translate fool from their Hebrew meaning.  

The particular term used here is Nabal.  


Which is not so much a fool 


as someone who is clueless 



or does not know the right way to do things.  

As 1 Samuel told us about Nabal, 


he was hugely successful, 



“he was very rich, 




and he had three thousand sheep 




and a thousand goats.”  

But he is also described as being 


“surly and mean in his dealings,” 


or “harsh and evil.”  
As the story plays out 


and he rejects David's request 


and David gets ready to come annihilate him, 

Abigail steps in 


and saves everyone's life 


and David's conscience.  

In the end, 


God brings the end to Nabal 



as Nabal hears what his wife has done, 




has a stroke, 




and dies 10 days later.  

Abigail later becomes David's wife.  


As opposed to fool, 

Abigail's name means 


“My Father is Joy.”

Now our English versions 


lead my bible software 


and many people to immediately think 



that this is a Psalm about Athiests 



and how foolish they are to not realize God exist.

But this is a foreign thought in the Jewish mind.  


The term Atheist 



did not arise until the 16th century in the enlightenment.  

Add onto this, 


Nabal is a Calebite, 



from one of the two families that had faith 



that the promised land could be conquered.  


The faith that God exists is not in question in this Psalm.  

The question in play is, 


“Does God care what we do 


and how we live?”  

Nabal had dealt coldly and shrewdly 


to gain his great wealth.  

David had provided protection for his flocks and shepherds 


and was asking for a part of the feast.  

This request would hurt the bottom line, 


this was an extra expense that Nabal was not required to pay, 


it would just be right and just to pay.  
Instead of explaining this to David, 


he goes a step further 


and insults David as if he is no one.  

His response leads David to call his men to arms.  


It has to be pretty rude for someone to decide to wipe out all of your possessions 



because they rejected your request to join in the celebration.  


I have yet to invite anyone to Thanksgiving 



and when they declined, 




felt the need to go burn down their house.  


But David was ready to take lives.

Why would someone act this way?  


Because they believe that their everyday actions 



have no effect on their standing with God.  

You have probably ran into such a person.  


Someone who says, 



“I believe God exists.”  


But when you look at their lives, 



you see nothing that is lining up with the character of the God you know.  



They are unmerciful, 




unforgiving, 




cruel, harsh, impatient, 




and unkind.  


While we tend to ask, 



“How can they believe in God 




and act this way?”  

The better reality our Psalm brings out 


is what we believe about God 



determines our actions.  

Nabal is a fool 


mainly because he believes what he does here on earth 


does not matter to his God.  

God created the world 


and all that is in it, 

but then went on vacation 


and will come back to check in at the end, 



to see how it all worked out.  

So how I treat people does not really matter,


 those were just guidelines for suckers.  
Look at what I have accomplished and gained 


by being harsh and cruel.  



You don't gain 3000 sheep 



and a thousand goats 




by treating people kindly and graciously.  


You don't become rich that way.  



Ebeneezer Scrooge surely didn't use that method, 




why should Nabal.

While I know we are all at least a step above Scrooge and Nabal, 


this Psalm reminds us 



that we are not above thinking some of these same thoughts at times.  

When God looks down on humanity, 


he can not find one who worships God alone 


and fully lives in all areas of their life 



as if God cares about what they do.  

When we realize that we are in this company, 


that we occasionally are eating up our fellow man 



as we eat bread, 


what are we to do?

Verse 4 suggests that we have no knowledge.  


We do not act like the reality of God 



is the reality of the world.  

When this thought comes back into our mind, 


we have great terror.  

We realize that we are sinful 


and need the forgiveness and grace of God.  

This leads us up to verses 5b and 6, 


where the next steps are different.  

In Psalm 14, 


we are reminded that those who we acted against 



are made in the image of God, 



that they are children of God.  



They have God as their refuge, 




so your actions not only need to confound them, 





but also God.  




Good luck on that.  
Nabal thought he had gotten away with it, 


when he was confronted with what he did, 



he had a stroke and turned to stone.  



10 days later, 




the Lord struck Nabal down 





and he died.  

Psalm 53 takes a different approach.  


It remembers what God will do to such people.  



Their bones will be scattered, 



they will be put to shame, 



they are rejected by God, 




even if they fully haven't rejected him as existing, 




they have rejected him as Lord of the Universe and their life.  

So while Psalm 14 gives hope to the Psalmist 


that God is on the move 


and has to be overcome as well, 

Psalm 53 warns the person who acts like Nabal 


that God is active in the world 


and will bring judgement in his own good time and way. 

These two slight variations 


give great comfort to God's people 



in two different ways.  

The first reminds a person 


that they are protected by God, 



God is our refuge and hope from one another.  

The second reminds the reader 


that we are judged by God, 



God will bring upon those who act as if he is far away 




a judgement that strikes straight to the heart.  

Both these messages need to be heard by believers.  


Because without the balance, 



we tend to get off balance.  

Either acting as if God is our protection 


and nothing can hurt us 

or we are all condemned 


and there is nothing we can do to be redeemed.  

Psalms 14 and 53 give us a good balance 


to remember that God is our savior 


and our judge.  

To drive this point home, 


both Psalms conclude with a call for deliverance for Israel 



coming from Zion.  


For God to restore Israel's fortunes, 



leading to rejoicing and gladness.  

This call is for God to come 


and be with us again, 


to be present in our midst, 



so that we are not as likely to think 




that God does not care about what we do.  

For as you have probably experienced, 


knowing a cop is probably out there, 



doesn't have as much power to keep you from speeding 


as seeing a cop out there, 


or have a cop follow you.  

The deeper our knowledge of God's presence in our lives grows,


 the less likely we are to live like God is not around.  

But we often do it, 


even doing something as simple as plagiarizing.
