Sunday, February 11, 2024
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Holy Communion

*stand +kneel

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven setting by Don Hustad

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:



The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Oh Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
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Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
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Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631)



Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.



Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into
our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your
Image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses
died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors
of the great prophet Moses.

‘Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the
LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. °The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do
you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?”” And he said,
“Yes, I know; keep silent.”

‘Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. °The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

“Then Eljjah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So
the two of them went on. "Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” *"He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as |
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” *As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two



of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. “Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two
pieces.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6

‘The mighty one, God the ' LORD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun ! to its setting.
’Out of Zion, perfect ! in its beauty,

God shines ! forth in glory.
*Our God will come and will I not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a ! raging storm.
‘God calls the heavens and the earth I from above

to witness the judgment ! of the people.
*“Gather before me my ! loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed ! it with sacrifice.”
*The heavens declare the rightness ! of God’s cause,

for it is God ' who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine
in our lives through Christian ministry.

‘Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to
Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s
glory manifest in the beloved Son.

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 9™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, “and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. *‘And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. “Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” °He did not know what to say, for
they were terrified. "Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there
came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” *‘Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated.

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY Shine, Jesus, Shine #elw 671



Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

Lord, the light of Your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness

So our faces display Your likeness
Ever-changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters the hearts of
all people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace and healing across time
and space. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind and the
heat of the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and to care for the
animals, plants, air, and bodies of water of this planet. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and governance of our
towns, states, and countries, that they will strive for goodness and justice all the
days of their lives and callings. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for any who are sick and suffering (especially). Guide us to offer
hospitality, shelter, friendship, and care to any in need. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. May we
share the transforming beauty and love of God in ways that honor the dignity of all
whom we encounter. God of grace,



receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are held in your
care, we remember in thanksgiving those who have died (especially). Grant us
your gift of salvation as we await your coming again in glory. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING



Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

++ bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Alleluia, Song of Gladness (ELW 318)



Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
herec by Bab -y -lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for-ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Postlude On “Deo Gracias” Edward Broughton
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Important Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Members with a change of
address or visitors should complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors
should also include the name and address of their home church so your home church can
be notified that you received communion.

Prayer Requests — Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First
names only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may give
names to the person leading service prior to start of service.

Pastoral Coverage —Please call Linda in the Church Office with your request.

Reminder: Hospital visits -The church is NOT informed when someone is in the
hospital by the hospital. The person hospitalized or a family member must call the
church to let us know they want a pastoral visit. If leaving a message on the answering
machine, please remember to leave the hospital name and the room number. Some
hospitals will not give the room number to a visitor, expecting you to know that.

Attendance for February 4, 2023 66 in person, 131 views online and 3 shares as of
February 8, 2024..

Sponsoring bulletins and flowers is a great way to honor a special event in your loved
ones’ lives or to remember a loved one who has died. (Please only two vases of flowers
per week.) Flowers are now $15.00 a vase. If flowers are not sponsored, this is an added
cost to the church. The charts are on the bulletin board for 2024. There are many
empty spaces on the charts.

Due to the current situation, please check with Linda in the office before any doors will
be unlocked to gain access to the church during the regular office hours. Any questions,
see any council member.

For pastoral emergencies after office hours, you may call Pastor Ken McDowell at 610-
207-4783. Please remember this is for pastoral emergencies only, otherwise please call
the church office during regular office hours. Please remember, most hospitals no longer
notify the church of people being admitted, so please contact the church if you or a
family member has been admitted.

On Sunday Feb 11, service at 10:30 am will be led by our own Brian Staller. Please give him a big
St. Paul’s thank you.

On Sunday Feb 18, service at 10:30 am will be led by Rev. Carl Filer. Please give him a big St.
Paul’s welcome.

Mark your calendar: Ash Wednesday February 14™ there will only be a service at 7



pm. During Holy Week, there will only be the Palm Sunday, March 24", service at 10:30
am, and the Easter service, March 31%, at 10:30 am. You are encouraged to attend
another church on Maudy Thursday and Good Friday. Suggestions will be announced in
March.

There will not be mid-week Lenten services at the church this year. You are invited to
attend these services at St. Paul’s UCC.

On Sunday, February 11th, Social Ministry will sponsor Souper Bowl Sunday. Any food
items donated will be given to the Sch. Haven Food Pantry and monetary donations will
be given to the Pottsville Soup Kitchen. Thank you for your generosity.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held Palm Sunday, March 24 at 2:00 pm in the
fellowship hall for children up to and including those in grade 6. Advance
registration is requested by March 17. To register your child(ren) sign sheet on
bulletin board in back of church or email Reba at llewell@verizon.net or text or
call 570-527-5116. Please leave child’s name and age.

Egg Hunt Donations — Filled plastic eggs will be appreciated for the children’s Egg
Hunt on March 24. Please bring egg donations to the church by March 17 and
place on table in the back of the fellowship hall. To sign up your donation, please
sign sheet on bulletin board in back of the church or email Reba at
Ilewell@verizon.net or text or call 570-527-5116. Thank you in advance for your
donation.

We will be assembling health kids for Lutheran World Relief again this year during the
Lenten Season. Please see the insert placed in bulletins starting Ash Wednesday,
February 14 for details.

IMPORTANT DATES

February 11- Souper Bowl Sunday -no communion
February 14- 7 pm Ash Wednesday service

March 24- Palm Sunday service

March 28- Maundy Thursday no service

March 29- Good Friday no service

March 31- Easter service

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM LAST WEEK:
Synod/ELCA Benevolence $72.30
Local Benevolence $449.29
Current $2230.50
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Capital Building Fund $25.00

Plate Offering $76.00
Initial $11.00
Total Received $2864.09
"THE WEEK AT A GLANCE"

Today: 10:30 am Worship Service

Monday: 10 am Prayer Shawl

Wednesday: 7 pm Ash Wednesday Worship service
Thursday: 6 pm Bell Choir

Next Sunday: 10:30 am Worship Service

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Mon: Psalm 110:1-4; Exodus 19:7-25; Hebrews 2:1-4
Tues: Psalm 110:1-4; Job 19:23-27; 1 Timothy 3:14-16
Wed: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Thu: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:1-14; 1 John 1:3-10
Fri: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Sat: Psalm 25:1-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 9:2-13

ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Greeter: 10:30 am Helen Miller

Lector: 10:30 am Hully Maldonado

Ushers: 10:30 am Mike Troxell

Counting Team: Debbie Hummel, Reba Llewellyn
Council Greeter: 10:30 am Marlene Troxell
Communion Assistants: 10:30 am Marlene Troxell

Church Office Hours: 9 am - 3pm Monday - Friday
Office closed for lunch 12 pm until 12:30 pm
Church Telephone 570-754-7350
www.SummerHillLutheran.org — Church’s website
Facebook: St Paul Lutheran Church, Summer Hill
Student Loan Committee email:
stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902
Email: stpaulsummerhill. music@gmail.com
Linda Angstadt, Church Secretary 570-754-7350

Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279
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Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350
Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Keep in your prayers: Charles Hawk, Sr., Richard Paxson, Dennis Ryan,

Ron Boris, Jr., Shirley Krammes, Irene Peiffer, Arlene Lickman, Betty

Freeman, Thelma Brensinger, Chester Johnson, Shirley Fessler, Angie

Lewis, Mark Fidler, Hayley Moyer, Helen Runkle, Adam Brink, Arlene

Moyer, Charles Wernert, Stephen Curtis, Brayden Crews, John Strauch,
Jr., Dianna Curry, Rosemary Meade, Ray Yeich, David Axtt, Greg Phillips, Gaylene
Ebling, Stacey Rao, John and Betty Strauch, Nancy Vargas, Jerry Heffleger, Kathy
Robinson, Brian Hunsberger, Cathy Moran, Diane Werner, Donovan Baker, Kyle Cleary.
Peggy Davis, Harry Russell, Carol Beenick, Brittany & Joshua Gallagher, Shawnette
Keller, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller, Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler and Robert & Joyce
Zeledonis. Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller,
Edward Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael
Hamilton, Kristian Svenson, Mark Weinus, Jr., Justin Weller, Jeremy Weaver, Cameron
Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Timothy Bast, and Ryan Bast.



