Our text today 


has one of the more shocking lines in the New Testament to todays ears.  

We should know by now 


that Paul is not a fan of circumcision for Gentile believers.  

But to hear him say, 


“If you are going to do, 



lop it all off!” 


still seems a bit much.  

While we think of it as a far stretch and crude, 


the Galatians are aware of a group of religious followers in their town 



walking around like Ken dolls.  


The Priests of Cybelle practiced castration 



and had a temple in the region of Galatia.  

The difference in thinking 


is that the Priests did it to show their devotion to the goddess, 


she was the only one worthy of their power of regeneration.  

Paul is taking that idea of procreation and saying, 


if you are going to put this idea out there, 


then cut yourselves off 



so that it does not spread to another generation.  


This is an idea that is not to be repeated.

What is so toxic to Paul about circumcision 


that he is suggesting they do the same punishment



that some states do for assault?  

In both cases, 


this punishment comes, 



because you are violating the quality of life 



and hindering the fullness of life.  


Alive, 



but definitely not promoting life. 

Paul is here, 


because he views Jewish circumcision 



as a jump off a cliff 




that is hard to recover from.  

Notice I added in the qualifier of Jewish circumcision.  

The medical debate is still going back and forth 


of the benefits and complications of the procedures.  

The United States currently sits at a 71% rate of male circumcision, 


the highest among Western Countries.  

Our Canadian neighbors sit at 32%.  

A large portion of Islamic countries sit in the high 90's.  

Much of Europe at less than 1%.  


But from the locations listed, 



you can infer that many of these places did not have following Jewish law 




as the basis of their practice.  


The large portion of Islamic Countries 



find their root in the story of Abraham as well, 




but continue to do so 




because the prophet Muhammed was circumcised as well.

The cliff jump is, 


once you have cut, 



you can't go back.  

You have started down a journey 


that is taking you in the opposite direction 



of the life Christ came to provide.  

Verse 1 lays it out for us.  


“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”  

That is the purpose.  


So if we undergo circumcision, 



we are burdening “ourselves with the yoke of slavery.”

When we have committed to a way, 


that journey leaves lasting effects on us, 


even if we find a way to climb back up the cliff.  

A task we don't have to do 


if we never start.  

It is similar to the reality proclaimed at Alcoholic's Anonymous.  


There is not a day when you are no longer an Alcoholic.  


There is only how long you have been sober.  



It could be 20+ years, 




but you still proclaim your weakness.

Now here is the scary part.  


Our weakness, 


the weakness that Paul doesn't want the Galatians 



or us to fall into, 


is earning our salvation.  

Works righteousness is the fancy term.  


Thinking because if we did this or that, 



then we are better off than the person next to us.  


Thinking our salvation is more secure 



because we give to the church, 



or help our neighbor, 



or avoid bad things. 


Or that if we just need to so so many of these things, 



that our punch card is redeemed for one eternal life.  

The reason Paul doesn't want us thinking like this, 


is because no matter how many good things we do, 



we can not achieve eternal life.  

Following the Jewish law 


had become a method 



that promised if you were just well behaved enough, 



your salvation could be secured.

Paul follows Jesus' lead 


and uses the idea of yeast.  

If you just put one single cell micro organism of yeast 


in a batch of flour and water, 



how much is going to be effected?  

Immediately, 


just one grain of flour.  

But over time, 


the whole batch.  

Paul sees this work to be right with God 


going off the cliff very quickly.  

It does.  

It is easy to point to some of our brothers and sisters 


who have decided that dancing or drinking will prevent you from being with God.  



But Jesus had wine 



and David danced before God.  

So we can point out their folly easily.  
What about you?  

Where is your folly in thinking?  


What do you believe you have to do to be right with God?  

“Believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior 


because you are a sinner” is the textbook answer.  

What deep down is the practical answer?  


By practical, 



I mean, 




the answer you live out in everyday life.

Another way of asking the question is, 


what has you in its yoke of slavery?  

Juneau had its Jokulhaupts 

or glacial outburst flood from the Suicide Basin yesterday.  


It was the highest on record 



and I watched video of houses along the eroding river bank 




collapse into the water.  

Could you just walk away from that and be okay?  

What could you not loose 


and still be okay?  

We can name some very high ideals 


and hold onto those:  



our reputations, 



our freedom, 



our spouse, 



our children. 


Those all sound good.  

Do they have a bond of slavery on us?  


If we maintain our image in our community, 


if our constitutional rights are upheld, 



then we have a clear pathway to God?  


If our marriage is just right 


or our children behave in a such a way, 



then we are on the straight and narrow path to God?  

Do you sense how the yeast has infiltrated our lives.  

Paul is aware how delicate this balance is.  


Because I would guess some of you are asking 



what you can hold onto?  



Or what is wrong with loving your children, spouse, country, or self.  

“Jesus didn't condemn loving self,” 


you might point out.  



“We are to love each other as much as we love ourselves.”    

This is where Paul was trying to get us.  


I am glad you are there.  

Why are we to do things then?  


Because we are serving them in our freedom 



out of love.  


Not to be right with God.  


Not to have a higher standing than our neighbors.  

We are free, 


because Jesus did all the work 



to make us right with God, 


for us to do anything, 


everything, 


or nothing.  

What we do will not change what God has already done for us.  
But if you had to do what brought you joy, 


what would that be.  

If there were no barriers standing between you and your joy, 


what would you do?  

For my sabbatical 


the barriers of time and resources were removed 


and I was almost free to pursue joy uninhibited.  

I covered a good part of the world traveling 


and became aware of what I really long for is community.  



Chances to love my neighbor as myself.  

That was what I wanted to be free to do.  


The fun exciting things, 



are just ways in which to bond with others, 



talk with others, 



share experiences with others.

We need to take a serious look at our lives every so often and ask, 


what am I using to be right with God?  

Or, what am I getting upset about?   


Then ask, 



does that have any control over my life more than God?  


Is this impeding my freedom?  



If yes, 




we need to root it out as soon as possible, 



because it is yeast working its way through us.  

Am I free to love my neighbor as myself?  


When we are, 



we will realize why Paul was telling us to cut off anyone's teaching




who wanted us to have to earn our salvation.  

They are preventing us from loving fully, 


and being loved fully.
