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last few years, collecting data from
my observations and experiences
with passage. and eyas biids of this
untque specles.

Biolory (Brief Introduction)
The aplomado falcon is a me-

dium sized raptor that is found in
the southern United States, Mexi-
co, and South America, distributed
in the neotropical regions and
coasts. Their body construction is
of a lighter build rhan a peregrine
and heavier than a kestrel. The tail
is 7 / 4longer than any of rhe stan-
dard falcons, the legs are long and
serve them well in the bush and
thick cover, and the rvings are a bit
less pointed. The hunting tactics
are variable. They hunt in pairs,
sometimes in families, or alone.
About 60% of rhe rime, they tail
chase the quarry at tremend.ous
speed. The remaining40% is spenr
by chasing, bvwaiting-on, or a com-
bination of both techniques.

Basically the diet is formed by
birds of all kinds, from horned lark's
(Eremophila alpestris) ro chachalacas
(Atulis pokocephala). Some of rhem,
especiallyyoung or males, consume
a portion of insects, such as drag-
onflies, which are rich in protein.
This part of their diet is not a rule
in the species.

Aplomados are great falcons
with all the virtues and no defects.
They have big brains and personal-
ity, similar to those of the psitacine
family. They naturally recognize
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have been studying and
flying aplomado falcons
(Ialco femoralis) for the

social groups, rvhich makes unique
interactions and communications
rvith the falconer.

Diet
My birds receive a daily diet

composed of cotournix quail, small
birds, and chicken. I have found
that this covers the daily require-
ments for the species. Flying birds
consume approximately \2% of its
bodyweight in normal weather con-
ditions (25' to 28" C or 77" to B2o
F). Example: A tiercel aplomado of
230 grams (8.1 ounces) consume a
dailyportionof 27 grams (.9b ounc-
es) food.

Behavior and Training
The methods I have used for

imprinting aplomados rvith great
success are the ones described by
Bruce Haak in his book The Hunt-
ing I'alcon.I have observed that in
the beginning of training the
rveight needs to be reduced very
slorvly. Birds of the species refuse to
respond until rhey are really hun-
grI. This happens especially in eyas.
They require a hard cut dorvn in
rveight before the first free flight.

Around 20% of the weighl has
to be reduced, this could be attrib-
uted by the fact that young
aplomados at first more resemble
a 2-year old child's conduct, being
extremely curious and playful wit[
no interest in learning sessions,
more remarkable than anv other
falcon species.

They refuse to jump to the fist
or lure,until they are really hungry.
Bagged game has to be presenied

at an early age r,vith the pr,rr:
accelerating their precla:
sponse. From the first free -, -
the training sessions and h-._
tactics are learned r,erv fasr. -:

a female eyas aplomidu. l"-.
everything in a period of a m,

\,\lhen introduced to thc ,

there is an instant respor-.:
movement. They really lor.,
have used all kinds. Actuallv rh.
I use rvith my birds is made o; ,

rubber resembling a con-:
grackle.

Conditioning
\44ren the lure and fist resr

is appropriare. their rveighr c...
increased from 5% to 8%. s,-

bird should hunr ar 10Va or \2.':
than the mervs weight. For tht- -

two months, I prefer to fly mr' :

daily. Then I srarr flying four ci.,
rveek with the rest spent br :, _

verticaljump sessions. T\r'o se: s.

of 40 jumps presenring rhe li-r:-.
the end makes more fooci ,-

sumption and pectoral muscle,. _

a porverful aplomado.

Weight
An aplomado's weight is n- -

variable in females. They ra:__
from 280 grams (9.9 ounces) to =_
grams (14.8 ounces). Tiercels ra:-_
from 190 grams (6.7 ounces) ro _-
grams (8.5 ounces). These rvei,::
are from Mexican species E/"rr
/zi and E femoralis septentrionali,

_!yl"S weight with no equipmc.
Yoko, myfemale aplomadb, iast s.
son took a chukar partidge (Akc;
graeca) at420 grams (14.8 ounce ,
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