(Student’s Version for Thursday, April 25, 2024)
It’s Time To Exercise Your Faith!
Needed Resources:  

1. Webster Dictionary – Online or Hardcopy

    a. (Why are we choosing to use Webster’s Dictionary?)  He was a devout Christian who wrote the dictionary and incorporated scripture within the definitions of all words.
2.  Strong Concordance or Strong Exhaustive Concordance
3.  Bible, preferably a Parallel Bible with the King James Version on one side and Bible version of your choice on the other side of the Bible (hardcopy or online).

4.  Pad and pen
Weekly Challenged:  Please learn the three scriptures verbatim to include scripture and verse below in KJV.
1. Mark 11:22 (KJV) – 22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.
2. Mark 11:24 (KJV) – 24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.
3. Mark 11:25 (KJV) - 25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.
Key Reading Scriptures:  Mark 11:12-33 New International Version

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree and Clears the Temple Courts
12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.
15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’[c]? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’[d]”
18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.  19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples[e] went out of the city.  20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”
22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly[f] I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” [26] [g]
The Authority of Jesus Questioned
27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28 “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?”
29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these hings. 30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!”  31 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …” (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.)  33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
Our Topic is “It is Time To Exercise Your Faith!”
1. What is Faith?  (Hint Hebrews 11:1 NIV) Where does faith come from? Who will live by faith?  (Romans 10:17 KJV)
Answer:  
Answer:  
2.  How do Christians increase their faith?  How does one go from being a new Christian to being able to take great steps of faith like risking our life for Christ?  .  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  So how does one go from not running at all to running a marathon? Practice! You start off running short distances, then gradually start running farther and farther until you can run a marathon.  The same principles apply to our faith. How does one go from being a new Christian to being able to take great steps of faith like risking our life for Christ? By taking small steps of faith at first and building up to larger and larger steps.  With running it's easy to see what steps to take to improve, just start running! But what steps do we take to grow our faith?

We can start by choosing a promise from the Bible that says if we do one thing, then some specific result will happen, even though the result might not make any sense. Each time we do this and find the promised result really happens, our faith in God grows.
One of the easiest and least scary ways to grow our faith in God is through giving.

One of the easiest and least scary ways to grow our faith in God is through giving. The Bible makes several promises to us about giving:

· Psalm 112:5: Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

· Proverbs 11:25: A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.

· 2 Corinthians 9:6-8: Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

Here we can see the pattern, if we give, then God will bless us. Now it's important to clarify here that "bless" does not just mean money. God's blessings could include money, but they can also include things like restored relationships, greater joy, a closer walk with God, and much more.

Giving is a good place to start because you can give as little as you want at first, then see what God does. As you see His faithfulness, you can start to give more and more, and see how much more God blesses you!

2.  Identify two things that you do not mind sharing with the group that you are experiencing and you need God to move on your behalf.  Choose two scriptures regarding each challenge such as a financial issue, health, attitude, wealth, or anything you are going through.  Please record the scriptures below.
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
3.  What do you think is the next step two steps after writing your concerns down and the two supporting scriptures to support your concerns?
Answer:  
Answer:  
4. What does the fig tree represents?  Why did Jesus curse the fig tree?
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  

Seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it: Essentially, the tree was a picture of false advertising, having leaves but no figs. Ordinarily this is not the case with these fig trees, which normally do not have leaves without also having figs.

For it was not the season for figs: It wasn’t that the fig tree didn’t have figs because it wasn’t supposed to. The problem is that it had leaves but didn’t have figs. The leaves said, “There are figs here,” but the figs weren’t there.

There were many trees with only leaves, and these were not cursed. There were many trees with neither leaves nor fruit, and these were not cursed. This tree was cursed because it professed to have fruit, but did not.

5.  In Matthew 7:16 (KJV), we will know the tree by its ______.  What does Matthew 13:23 (KJV) state?
Answer:  
6.  What did Matthew 7:17-23 KJV say about the trees?  What does John 15:2 (KJV)?
Answer:  
Answer:  
7.  What does the John 15:4 (KJV) say?
Answer:
8.  What is one taken away from this lesson about exercising your faith?
Answer: 
Thank you for your participation!
