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December Meeting with
Village Manager Very Informative
Islamorada Village Manager, Seth Lawless, was the guest speaker at the December 4, 2018
LMKA meeting. Attending with him was Environmental Resources Manager, Peter Frezza, a
recently hired employee. Approximately 50 members of LMKA attended the meeting at the Boy
Scout Sea Base.
The new General Manager of the Sea Base, Mike Johnson, welcomed those attending.
Mr. Lawless told of a few changes at the Village. A new member of Council was elected in the
November election, Ken Davis. The other four members return for another two year term. Deb
Gillis was elected by the council as Mayor and Mike Forster was elected Vice Mayor.
The Village ended their contract with the company doing wastewater maintenance. The work is
being done in-house now at a significance savings. The Village hired most of the same people that
were doing the work for the prior company, but they are now driving vehicles with Village logos!
A list of questions and issues of interest to members, submitted in advance, were answered by Mr.
Lawless or Mr. Frezza. To see the questions and answers and some discussion that followed….
CLICK HERE.

Future Meetings… Mark your calendar:
January 15, 2019: Matecumbe Historical Trust Guided Trolley Tour of Upper and Lower
Matecumbe. More details to follow.
February 5, 2019: Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) …. Send us an email if you have
issues you’d like them to cover:
LMKAnews@gmail.com

President Bush loved Islamorada… Islamorada loved him back.
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OUR LEADERS
The Islamorada Village Council was sworn in to their new term on
November 29, 2018 by the Honorable Judge Sharon Hamilton. Left to
right: returning members Mike Forster, Deb Gillis, Judge Sharon
Hamilton, Cheryl Meads, Jim Mooney and new councilman Ken Davis.
Deb Gillis was elected mayor and Mike Forster was elected vice mayor.
We wish them all the very best in the coming year.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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A New Street on Lower Matecumbe…..
Wampler Way
The new street that runs parallel to U. S. One near the
entrance to Safety Harbor was dedicated as “Wampler
Way” on Friday November 9 in honor of one great man…
Sam Wampler!

“My mind belongs
to my work, my
heart belongs to
my family, and my
soul belongs to
God in the woods.”

Sam Wampler had a dream! A huge dream it was. Back in
the late 1970s as a professional scouter with the South
Florida Council of Boy Scouts in Miami, Sam envisioned
providing scouts with an opportunity to experience the
ocean and all sorts of marine activities. Operating from the
back of the Wampler family station wagon and a rented
warehouse, Sam coordinated sailing trips to the Keys and
Bahamas. Back then, the Boy Scout’s Florida National High
Adventure Sea Base became a dream in Sam’s imaginative
mind. Fast forward to 2019—16,000 participants will live
Sam’s dream, exploring the ocean.

Another part of Sam’s dream was providing employee
housing for Sea Base staff members. And thus Islamorada
welcomes “Wampler Way” and its brand new stilt homes
just a jog from the main part of the Sea Base.
Sam certainly had his hands full as the Sea Base grew into
a huge landmark on Lower Matecumbe through his hard
work and creativity. But Sam did so much more. He served
on the Board of the Florida Keys Electric Co-op from 1992
till 2001 and as president of the board from 1996—2001.
His involvement with the Rotary Club lead them to
innovative fund-raising ventures. He was involved with
school programs as his two boys grew up in the Keys. Sam
was a founding member of LMKA. He volunteered wherever
he could make a difference. And what a difference he
made!
Sam died in 2002 … but he will never be forgotten. The
memories of his service, dedication to his family, his energy,
and his dreams will live on. One amazing man….
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Where is Gordon now….
Gordon Hadley was a member of
our association for many years. He
served as our president for 6 years
until he left Islamorada about 5
years ago. As a retired fire fighter
Gordon worked diligently to help
bring Fire Station 19 to our island.
In a recent email, Gordon describes his life since leaving our
community:

Dr. Sally Bauer... We are so
lucky to have people like Sally on our island!

Florida Keys Museum Founder Receives Pinnacle
Award from Dive Industry
ISLAMORADA, Florida Keys — The founder of the Florida Keys’ History of
Diving Museum, Dr. Sally Bauer, received the NOGI Award from the
Academy of Underwater Arts & Sciences in Las Vegas Thursday, Nov. 15.
Considered the highest honor in the scuba diving industry, Bauer’s NOGI
was presented at the DEMA dive trade conference in the company of
national and international members of the diving and underwater
community.
An “Oscar” award of sorts, the NOGI statuette originally was designed for
the 1960 New Orleans–Grand Isle international scuba divers spearfishing
contest. Although the tournament was discontinued decades ago, today
the award recognizes ocean-related leaders who have had significant
impact on the exploration, enjoyment, safety and preservation of the
underwater world in the fields of art, sports and education, distinguished
services, environment and science.
Bauer was honored for her contributions in sports and education within
the diving community. She is devoted to teaching others how to make
diving safe and enjoyable, and about the oceans and life within.
Bauer combined her love of the sea with her career as an emergency room
physician when she began diving in the 1960s. In 2005 she and her late
husband Dr. Joe Bauer donated their vast collection of historic dive gear
and artifacts to create the nonprofit History of Diving Museum at MM83.
In 2011 she was inducted into the Women Divers Hall of Fame.

The one-of-a-kind museum in the Florida Keys has the world’s largest and
most internationally diverse collection on display, spanning 4,000 years’
worth of diving history and documenting humankind’s quest to explore the
sea. Visitors can view rare and priceless artifacts as well as unique and
antiquarian books in the Diving History Research Library. Publications
dating from the 1500s cover all forms of diving topics as well as nautical
fiction and nonfiction.
History of Diving Museum information: divingmuseum.org/
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Are you willing to serve on the LMKA Board or help in other ways?
What better way to help improve our community than getting
involved, getting to know neighbors, and learning
the issues that impact our island and our area.
Let us know! Send a message to LMKANews@gmail.com

January 15… A Scenic Tour Exploring the
History of our Area
Instead of a January LMKA meeting, the Matecumbe Historical Trust is
providing a guided trolley tour for us that will cover historical sites on both
Upper and Lower Matecumbe. The tour will last approximately 1 hour and
20 minutes and cost $20 per person. Their tours are so fascinating, many
people take them over and over! What a great opportunity to learn more
about our island’s past! Even if you think you know all about our
communities history, you are sure to learn something new. More details to
follow.

Remember to check out our website at LMKA.ORG!
Photos, stories about our island and its people, a newsletter archive, and more.

From the Matecumbe Historical Trust:

Irving R. Eyster 100th Birthday Celebration
December 10th 2018 Time: Monday 5:30 pm
Islamorada Moose Lodge, 81573 Old Highway

Celebrate the Life of Irving R Eyster.

Irving Eyster continues to "live on" via the Trust that he established. Together we will celebrate his life of
accomplishments on his 100th birthday. The posthumous celebration of the late Irving R. Eyster will start with
Hors d’oeuvres at 5:30 pm followed by an audio visual presentation of Mr. Eyster’s life. Eyster, a well-known
historian and archaeologist, had collected and preserved items for future generations for more than 60 years. We
will share a presentation showing some of the most unusual and fascinating items ever found on our islands. Join
us to honor and share the life of Mr. Eyster. The evening will end with birthday cake to finish off the celebration.
$30.00 per person - tax deductible. For reservation please call Barbara Edgar at 305-393-0940.
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The Overseas Highway… What is going to be done?
Department of Transportation (FDOT) photo after Irma
of the damage along Sea Oats Beach documents the
need to make significant improvements to this section
of U.S. One. There was also significant damage to “the
Fills” that connect Upper and Lower Matecumbe.
Temporary repairs were made to U.S. One along Sea
Oats Beach within a few days of Irma in order to provide
access for areas to the south for residents and
emergency equipment .
So what comes next?

February LMKA Meeting—We have scheduled a LMKA meeting for February 5.

Representatives of the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) at District Six will attend to answer questions and explain their plans.
At a public meeting in Marathon last month a tentative Five-Year Work Program was presented by FDOT.

The work program has several projects on Lower Matecumbe and the Fill:
2020—2021
Permanent Hurricane Irma construction repair work, MM74-MM75, 1 mile in length: total cost $3,244,000
Preliminary engineering of resurfacing, MM73.9—MM77.5, 3.6 miles, $570,000
Hurricane Irma construction repair work, MM77.7—MM77.9, $100,000
Hurricane Irma construction repair work, MM78.3—MM79, $594,000
Bridge Repair, Lignumvitae Channel bridge—preliminary engineering, $71,000
2022
Landscaping, MM77.47—MM81.44: $1,611,000
Resurfacing construction, MM73.9—MM77.5: $4,065,000
Bridge Repair, Lignumvitae Channel bridge, construction, $657,000

2024
Preliminary engineering, MM74– MM75 Sea Oats Beach:$1,500,000
*** We have highlighted this 2024 preliminary engineering item from the Five Year Work Program as this is intended to be
the long term “fix” for the area by Sea Oats Beach—expected to raise the level of U.S. One. Prior to the 2024 start of
engineering, a study will be done to determine best alternative to protect against storms and rising sea levels.

The Collapsed Condo
The owners of the 12 unit condo, Sandy Cove, across from Sea Oats
Beach, have been working for months to get permits to demolish the
building and restore the property. The demolition permit has just been
issued and the demolition is expected to begin within a few days. Once
the building is gone and the land restored, the property will be sold.
Two vehicles were under the building when it collapsed. Nothing in the
building could be salvaged… but one owner said they were grateful to
have their photo albums and wonderful memories of time spent on
Lower Matecumbe.
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President’s Corner:

As we gear back up for another season, we
welcome our snowbirds back to the island.
We have accomplished much as an association
over the years and hope to continue doing
things that will assure that Lower Matecumbe
remains a special place to live and play.

Membership Application/Renewal

First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________

Other phone: ______________________________

Ideas? Concerns? Questions? Send us an email!
We are here to help or find help.
We have some great meeting programs in the
planning stages and would love your input if you
have thoughts on programs of interest.
Thank you one and all.

Your involvement makes a difference.
Mark Riley, President
Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org

Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

