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Song of Solomon 6:3
New King James Version
3 I am my beloved’s,
And my beloved is mine.
He feeds his flock among the lilies.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:30 a.m. in Chapel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All
10:45 a.m. in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. ―Hearts on Fire‖ in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday—4:30 p.m.—Young Adult Bible Study in the Youth Room
Wednesday- 6 a.m.– Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday - 9 a.m.– Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday—5:15 p.m.—Kids’ Club, 7 p.m. Kid’s Bells
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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of the
World.
Dear Congregation,
We know little of Jesus‟ childhood. The only event recorded is Joseph and Mary leaving
Jesus in Jerusalem following a Passover feast when He was 12. Large groups traveled together
in those days for protection and support. Maybe Joseph and Mary were in separate groups with
each assuming Jesus was with the other parent. The good thing is they soon discovered He was
missing. Here is a very important fact: Jesus is God. In a very real sense Joseph and Mary lost
God as their child was entering the teen age years. Too often families lose God when their
children become teenagers and get involved in other activities. This would end well because
Joseph and Mary were in the habit of asking each other, “Where‟s God?”.
Getting back into the presence of God was their only concern. The job would have to
wait. They would forfeit the safety of the pack in travel. They would make honest confession to
their friends and family that God was absent from their lives. Think of the gossip. Some would
have been quick to remind Mary of her teenage pregnancy and this is what happens when you‟re
not ready to be a mother. None of that mattered to Joseph and Mary. God was missing in their
lives and everything else was on hold until they found Him.
Then when they did find Jesus what did they do? They scolded Him for His actions.
“Why have You treated us this way?” (Luke 2:48). Some translate that verse to read that Joseph
and Mary sought Jesus „sorrowing‟ others might say with „anxiety‟. Mary was frustrated. God
wasn‟t where He was supposed to be nor was He doing what He was told. Joseph expected God
to walk a certain path, be a particular place and say the right things when He arrived. God,
though, has His own business and agenda. „Why did you seek Me? Did you not know I would
be about My Father‟s business?‟ (Luke 2:49).
Many of us want to be about God‟s business. Congregations regularly pray: „Thy will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven‟. We seek God‟s will but before we can discover His will we
have to find Him. Joseph and Mary first had to get into the presence of God before they could
discover His will. Staying in the presence of Jesus comes before discovering God‟s will. It is a
good practice for us as individuals, married couples and families to ask ourselves, „Where‟s
God?‟

Blessings! Pastor P. Douglas George
Joyce and I thank each of you for your kindness during the
Christmas season. Your help, prayers, gifts and cards are
very much appreciated. It is our desire to continue with you
living in the presence of the holy and living God.

Because of the passing of Stella Pridon, we
need someone to be the head of the Prayer
Chain. Please let Cristina know in the
church office if you are interested in leading
this ministry. Also, if you are currently a part
of the prayer chain, please let Cristina know.
If you have an urgent prayer request, please
let Cristina know in the office and she will
do her best to get the prayer chain started.

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey

TIME FOR SOMETHING NEW
Our Christian faith invites us to new discoveries!
We always need to be growing in our faith. If we are not
growing, we become stagnant, weak. God is infinite, so we
can never plumb the depths of God.
Hear God calling us to grow as we proceed into the new
year: ―Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland‖ (Isaiah 43:18-19).
How can we experience God’s NEW THING for us? By
surrendering every day to Jesus Christ. St. Paul says to us,
―If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God!‖
(2 Corinthians 5:17-18). Ezekiel exhorts us, ―Get yourselves
a new heart and a new spirit!‖ (18:31). Then God promises
us, ―A new heart I will give you and a new spirit I will put
within you!‖ (36:26).
With these promises from God, we pray, ―Create in me a
pure heart O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me‖ (Psalm 51:10). Looking to Jesus, we hear Him saying,
―I am making everything new!‖ (Revelation 21:5).
Let’s begin every morning in prayer and reading our Bible.
Add faithful worship and be in a Sunday School class and
we will grow spiritually and experience the new blessings
God has for us!

NEW EMPLOYEE
We welcome Ben St. John as our new Summer
Ministry Worker. Funds for this position are
available via a grant made possible by the
Mahoning Valley District U.M.C.
Ben St. John is eighteen years old and is currently
a senior at West Branch High School. He is also
enrolled in Malone University and takes classes
there. He hopes to attend Malone as a freshman in
the fall with the intention of pursuing a major in
the bible and theology department. He was first
involved with SFUMC through Troop 2 which is
based in the church. He has joined the staff as a
summer worker who will be focused on outreach
to young families through children‟s ministries
throughout the summer.

Giving statements will be printed
upon request. If you would like a
statement of your 2017 giving,
please let Yvonne or Cristina know
and they will make sure that a
statement is prepared for you.
Once it is ready, they will make
sure that you receive it.
Thanks!
Yvonne & Cristina

FEBRUARY 4, 2018
Please come for this very moving worship
service led by our Boy Scout Troop #2. This
will be a service full of music, scripture and
message. Both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
services will be in the Sanctuary that day.
The Evangelism Committee will be honoring
the Scouts, their families and the congregation
with a Reception and Fellowship Meal
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. service.
This meal will be held in the Fellowship
Hall. There will be Sloppy Joes and
Potatoes for the main course. The
congregation is asked to bring a variety of
salads and/or cookies. Please see Pat
Mosley for details on how you can help.
Please attend and introduce yourself to our
scouts and their families. Let‟s make them
feel welcome as part of our church family.

The Youth Group will be attending Winter Jam in
Pittsburgh on Friday, February 16th.
Permission Slips are required for this trip.
Please see Jeff Barton for details.
The informational brochures
regarding the upcoming Holy Land
Trip are available in the
church office.
This trip is planned from November
27th to December 6th of this year.
Please see Connie Sanor for
additional details regarding
this trip.

Monday, February 12th
We will once again be hosting the Banquet of Salem.
Volunteers are needed to help. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Please see Connie Sanor or Lynn Popa for details.

In December, we welcomed Sue Elze as a new member
of our congregation. Sue and her husband James are
Salem residents. They have two grown daughters. She
is a member of Pastor‟s Sunday School class.
Sue came to us via Letter of Transfer from the
Presbyterian Church in Salem. Please make her feel
welcomed

Our Senior Pastor and Visitation Pastor regularly call on
our elderly and shut in members. In addition we have a
group of members who make phone calls and visitations to
those unable to attend. We could use some help with
Friendly Visitors. Our Friendly Visitors each take
responsibility for calling on and staying in contact with our
shut in members. This only requires a little bit of time
each month and we would gladly talk with you if you are
interested in this ministry. Please see Pastor P. Douglas
George or Pastor Dave Sigman for more information.
As we often say it is increasingly difficult to find our shutins due to privacy laws. Please inform the Church office if
a loved one is hospitalized or admitted into a care facility.
Some facilities are very protective of their patient‟s rights
and will not divulge any information over the phone
making it impossible for us to locate some of our most
faithful members.

Just a reminder to keep the church office informed of
changes to your information. Please let us know if
you have moved, changed your phone number or
changed your email address.
This way, Cristina can work to keep the
database up to date.
Thanks in advance for your help with this matter.

The 2017 Tour of Homes was a great success despite
some wintery weather.
Plans for the 2018 Tour of Homes are already
underway. The date is set for December 16, 2018.
If you would like to place your home on the tour,
please contact Connie Sanor or let Cristina know in
the church office.

The Widow‟s Group is extending an
invitation to all widows:
Currently there are 10 to 12 widows meeting
in the Café. Fellowship and lunch are our
priorities!
We meet the last Monday of the month at 12
noon. See you on January 29th!

How Does Your Flag Look?

Please see Pat Mosley for details.
Troop 2, Methodist Church is selling American Flags that
are “Made in America”!
Prices vary, depending on the size of flag you choose.
They also have polyester flags that are more weather
resistant.
Please honor our Scouts, as well as America, by buying a
flag!
STAND UP FOR AMERICA!
BUY LOCAL . . .BUY FROM OUR OWN SCOUTS!

Order Blanks are available
in the church office.
Please order yours today!

Gary and Kay Davidson
John and Sally Gale
Norm & Jean Oyster
David Sigman
Terri Sims
Karen Buchmann
Terri Spack
Prayer requests may be submitted by
calling
the church office at
(330) 337-9531 or via email at
office@firstumcsalem.org.
Unless otherwise requested, all names
shall appear on the list for one month and
then will be removed.
Thanks!

ATTENTION MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD:
Our first meeting of the year is set for Tuesday, February 13th at 7:30
p.m. in the Chapel. All committee chairs and members at large need
to be in attendance. Also, just a reminder to the committee chairs to
check your mailbox and clean them out if need be. The mailboxes are
labeled and located behind the Welcome Center. Thanks!

From the Office:
Dear Committee Leaders:
As your groups, committees, choirs, scouts, etc. begin to plan your
activities for late winter and early spring (including Easter), please let
Cristina know in the office. This way, it can be placed on the church
calendar and announced as needed in the Mirror and bulletins.
As always, the deadline for the Mirror is the 15th of the month for
the following month.
Thank-you!

Attention Copeland Residents:
Please join Pastor George for a time
of food and fellowship in the Terrace
Dining Room. All residents of
Copeland affiliated with Salem First
U.M.C. are invited to attend.
The next lunch date is planned for
Wednesday, February 28th at 11:30 a.m .

Please plan to attend!

Do you want to hear the services in the privacy of
your home? We are offering the recordings of the
10:45 services on CD. If you would like a copy of the
service, please contact the church office.
If you would like a copy of the previous
worship services, we will still have copies
of the cassette tapes available.
Thanks! Patty DiAntonio

December

Year to Date

Income
Expense

$41,258.96
$24,390.65
$16,868.31
Designated $18,000.00
Total
$(1,131.69)

$304,870.57
$286,135.95
$ 18,734.62
$ 18,000.00
$
734.62

ROC
$ 335.00
Pantry $ 23.03
Trustees $2,190.15

$ 1,675.00
$ 341.63
$18,082.73

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., P.O. Box 463
Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: 330-337-9531 Toll Free Number: 844-638-0604
Rev. P. Douglas George, Senior Pastor
pdgeorge56@hotmail.com
Jeff Barton, Youth Director
jlbarton@student.ysu.edu
John Fitch, ―Hearts on Fire‖ Worship Pastor
Dave Sigman, Pastor of Visitation
Cristina Huffman, Office Manager
Linda Peterson, Organist
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance
Charles Ruble, Housekeeper

February

BIRTHDAYS

Corey Riesen
Edna Behner
Martha Bell
David Sigman
Merry Beth Tausch
Nicole Webb
Joyce Bush
Zachary Peppel
Connie Sanor
Joanne Hiner
Ronald Kilmer
Elaine Kothera
Jack Kothera
Evelyn Allison
William Huffman
Linda Kelly
Dianne Madjarac
Caitlyn Marx
Alexis Tsibulsky
Philip Buchmann
Michael Waterbeck
Ruth Adolphson
Lucas Madjarac
Joni Allego
June Botu
Darren Sims
Christina Hull
Bernice Greenisen
Lori Wukotich
Bob Floor
Cathie DeFazio
Allison Ferguson
Tammy Jackson

02/01
02/03
02/04
02/04
02/04
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/07
02/07
02/10
02/10
02/11
02/11
02/11
02/11
02/12
02/14
02/16
02/17
02/18
02/19
02/19
02/25
02/26
02/26
02/27
02/28
02/28
02/28

To the ladies who served
the dinner and the members
who gave me birthday
cards, thank-you!
Thank-you all for making
my 90th birthday very
special.
Jim Forney

Dear Salem FUMC’ers,

COLORED PAPER NEEDED!

Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It
will save the Church the expense of the paper, printing and
postage. You can see the current and past Mirrors on our
website at www.firstumcsalem.org.

The church office is once again requesting
81/2 by 14 (legal) size paper for the church
bulletins. Light pastel colors work best.

You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give
us your email address by emailing us at
office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

Please see Cristina Huffman or Yvonne
Bennett for details. Thanks!

February 2018
GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY
02/04 Bill & Nancy Miller
02/11 Norma Byers & Mary Utterback
02/18 Lora Herbert & Christine Toporcer
02/25 Jeanne Rumburg & Pat Mosley
ALTAR CHAIR FOR FEBRUARY
To be Determined
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
02/04 AJP Floral (Sebring, Ohio)
02/11 Open
02/18 Eva Rae Cody
02/25 Jeanne Rumburg

ATTENDANCE FOR JANUARY
Sunday, January 7, 2018
8:30 – 42 SS – 62 10:45 - 71 11:00—30
Sunday, January 14, 2018
8:30 – 36
SS – 60 10:45 –76 11:00— 28
Sunday, January 21, 2018
8:30 – 44 SS – 64 10:45– 91 11:00— 35
Sunday, January 28, 2018
8:30 SS –
10:45– 11:00—

READERS FOR FEBRUARY
8:30 - Karen Zeigler
10:45 - Erin Coe

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS—9:15– FEBRUARY

02/04
02/11
02/18
02/25

3M Class
Men’s Group
Open
Open

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
02/04 Barb Irwin (Volunteers Needed)
02/11 Janet Borders & Missy Iler
02/18 Christine Toporcer & Lora Herbert
02/25 Joe & Lynn Popa
NURSERY - FEBRUARY
02/04 Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
02/11 Cecelia Hrovatic, Kay Davidson,
Linda Oesch, Kiersten Schell
02/18 Lisa Toy & Ginny Huffman
02/25 Pat Clark & Karen Zeigler
Subs: Tammy Peppel
Elaine Omslaer
Ginny Huffman

02/04
02/11
02/18
02/25

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
Alumni Scouts (Scout Sunday)
Team #2, Hiner
Team #3, Shively
Team #4, Guiler

02/04
02/11
02/18
02/25

ACOLYTES FOR FEBRUARY
Alumni Scouts (Scout Sunday)
Team #2, Hiner
Team #3, Shively
Team #4, Guiler

VAN DRIVERS FOR FEBRUARY

Mark Schmidt & Heather Sedlacek

Do you, or someone you know,
need a lift chair?

KIDS’ CLUB
Every Wednesday at 5:15 p.m.
Please use the South Entrance.

The church has one available and
will be happy to loan it out.

There will be snacks, Bible lessons, music
and activities.
Children from grades 1 to 6 are welcome

Please see Cristina Huffman for
details.

Please see Krista Fitch for details.

2018 FELLOWSHIP MEALS
We are still in need of groups, committees, individuals or
pew buddies to sponsor the meals in 2018. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board across from the church office.

1 Peter 4:8

And above all things have fervent love for one
another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
Thomas & Chris Wright
Wayne & Patricia Clark
Richard & Dixie Sober
John & Sally Gale

28 Years
53 Years
4 Years
25 Years

You simply need to provide a main dish, table service, etc.
You will be reimbursed for your expenses out of the
proceeds. The balance of the proceeds will then go to
benefit the work of the Missions Committee.
Please see Fred Bennett for details on how you can help.

02/17
02/21
02/22
02/27

We will be doing Blood Pressure checks after 1st
Service 9:30 to 9:45, and prior to second service 10:15
to 10:30 in the Pastor’s study. This will be on the first
Sunday of each month only, the next two will be
February 4th and March 4th.

ATTENTION MEMBERS OF ALL CHURCH
COMMITTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

We are asking that those of you who have email
to please make sure that Cristina in the church
office has your email address. We want to try to
send our communications regarding meeting
changes and cancellations via email as much as
possible in 2018.
Please see Pastor George if questions.
Thanks!

COFFEE HOUR
UPDATES!
Coffee Hour is a vital part of our worship experience as it promotes
fellowship and friendships.

Due to the inclement weather in January, the planned
A.L.I.C.E. Training was cancelled.

We need volunteers to help sponsor coffee hour and keep it going
strong. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from
the church office. To sponsor coffee hour, you simply need to make
the coffee, provide some cookies or pastries and clean-up afterwards.

It has been rescheduled for Saturday, March 10th
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

As of February 1, 2018, Rick Menough will no longer make the coffee
and clean up after Coffee Hour. Please be courteous and make sure that
Coffee Hour is cleaned up each week.

Once again, all Ushers, Sunday School Teachers,
Nursery Workers and those involved in Children and
Youth Ministries need to be in attendance.

Thanks!

Please see Pastor George or Mary Jo Kidd for details.

PENTECOST RETREAT
Our Church will host an Annual Conference event on
Friday, April 20st & Saturday, April 21th.

Phase 1 of the Security System Upgrade is
underway as approved by the Trustees.
This phase includes the installation of a new
security box that will allow upgrades to happen
as we have the funds available.
Also, a new electronic lock system is being
installed on the church office door. The door will
now always be shut and locked. Cristina or
Yvonne will be able to buzz you into the office as
needed. There will also now be panic buttons in
the office and meeting room in case of
emergencies. These measures are designed to
improve the safety of the office staff who are
often in the building alone.
Thank-you for your support and understanding as
this project progresses.

QUAKER DAY CARE HAS CLOSED

After several decades the Quaker Day Care closed their
doors December 31st. QDC was the only not for profit day
care in the area. With population loss, increasing
competition with newer facilities and changes in public
funding, the QDC was left with little choice but to close.
Our Trustees entered into a contract with the privately
owned Small Wonders Day Care starting January 1st to
insure services would continue to be provided. It is the
intention of Small Wonders to relocate the day care into a
more modern facility in the reasonably near future.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Just a reminder that altar flowers are available to
order for the cost of $40.00 for the pair or
$20.00 for one vase. This is a great way to
remember and/or honor a loved one. It‟s also a
great way to celebrate a birthday or anniversary.
Please see Cristina in the church office to order
yours today. There are many open dates.
Also, Cristina will soon have information
regarding ordering spring bulbs for Easter.
Easter is early this year, so she hopes to have
information available by the end or February or
the first part of March.

The costs of the event will be paid by our East Ohio
Annual Conference so participants will only need to play
for their meals. Each of you are invited and encouraged
to participate. This retreat is entitled “Pentecost in the
Wesleyan Tradition: Bearing Fruit that Lasts” and
follows our Annual Conference theme on bearing good
fruit. Our presenter will be Dr. Peter Bellini from United
Seminary in Dayton. Worship will be led by Pastor John
Fitch and a Praise Team compiled from
different UMC Churches.
More information will be coming but please set aside
these dates on your calendar and plan on being with us
for this move of the Holy Spirit. The final worship for
this retreat will also serve as the opening worship service
for the Mahoning Valley District Conference to be held
here that Saturday afternoon.

Thank-you
Office Volunteers!
Cristina Huffman and Yvonne Bennett would like to
thank our wonderful volunteers that have worked
tirelessly this past year. Our volunteers help with the
money count, go through the Pew Pads and help to fold
the Mirror and prepare it for mailings.
We are very appreciative of your efforts!

SALEM FOOD PANTRY
SEEKS DIRECTOR
The Salem Community Food Pantry is actively
seeking a volunteer director to oversee the
daily operations of the pantry.
Please see Pat Mosley for more information.
The Faithful Hearts will hold a Bake
Sale before and after the 10:45 a.m.
Sanctuary Service on Sunday, February
12th. Please come for worship and take
home a tasty treat for your Valentine!
Please see Lori Brooks for details.

February is a great month for Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf and Hamloaf!
The U.M.W. is once again selling meatloaf and hamloaf. Be sure to order yours
today! Please complete the order form below and return it to the church office or
place it in the basket on the welcome center. Please make your check payable to:
U.M.W.
The deadline to order is Sunday, January 28th.
The meatloaves will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, February 4th.
Please see a U.M.W. Member for more information.

Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf & Hamloaf
Name ____________________ Phone # ____-___________________

Meat Loaf
Ham Loaf
_____ 1 # (2 meals) $ 7.00
_____ 1 # (2 meals)
$ 7.00
_____ 2 # (4-5 meals) $ 14.00
_____ 2 # (4-5 meals) $ 14.00
Sub - Total: _________
Sub - Total: _______

Orders due by: Jan. 28, 2018

Orders can be picked up Feb. 4, 2018

Our Men‟s Group meets on the
2nd and 4th Saturdays of each
month at 8 a.m. They gather to
study the Word, work on church
projects and raise money for the
camp fund.
Due to the temporary closure of
Davidson‟s Restaurant at Salem
Hills, the men will be meeting in
the Café located on the lower
level of the church building.
They will serve a Continental
Breakfast.
Please see Ron Shively or Steve
Lutsch for more information.

Ash Wednesday is February 14th.
Imparting of the Ashes: Ashes will be imparted at some point during the day.
Please keep watch in the bulletins for times and details.
There will be a short service in the Chapel at 11:30 a.m. Pastor P. Douglas George will
officiate. Please come for this observance as we begin our journey to the Cross.
The U.M.W. will be hosting a Sacrificial Meal at Noon in the Fellowship Hall.
This will be a simple and silent meal. Please see Pat Clark for more information.

March 1st: Cattle Producers Meeting in the Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Please see Fred Bennett for details.)
March 4th: Monthly Fellowship Meal
March 10th: A.L.I.C.E. Training from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
March 11th: Daylight Savings Time Ends (Spring Ahead!)
March 20th: First Day of Spring
March 25th: Palm Sunday (8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. services in the Sanctuary)
March 29th: Maundy Thursday (Service information TBA)
March 30th: Good Friday (Service at Noon in the Chapel)
April 1st: Easter Sunday (8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. services in the Sanctuary)
April 2nd: Church Office Closed (Happy Easter!)
April 8th: U.M.W. Sunday and Monthly Fellowship Meal
April 20th and 21st: Conference-Wide Pentecost Retreat (U.M.W. to provide Meals)

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
Pastor George will host a Lenten
Bible Study beginning on
Wednesday, February 7th at
6:30 p.m. in the Café.
There is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board across from the
church office.
Please sign-up today!

