One of the hallmarks of the reformed tradition, 


but that is perceived as bad public relations in today's society, 

is the idea that we are all sinners 


all the time.  

We usually try to temper that idea 


by acknowledging that we have sinned, 


or once were sinners, 



but now we are all improved because of Jesus.  

To say that we sin 


and are always sinning, 

that we are totally depraved 


and nothing we do 



is done without some of it falling short of the character of God, 


doesn't really fill the pews.  



But at this point, 




the pews are empty anyway.

While we don't like to focus on our sinfulness that much, 


we do like this Psalm 51.  

It is one of the top 10 songs we played 


when I was a camp counselor.  

As a adolescent, 


we knew what it was to be dirty 


and knew that we did things that caused us to be dirty, 



so we could easily sing, 




“Create in me a clean heart O God.”  

As kids were hearing the gospel proclaimed 


that Jesus died for their sins 


and offered them new life, 



we could ask to be cleansed from our sin. 

 It wasn't in the song, 


but I don't know if we were ready to confess all that this Psalm does either. 



 “That we were brought forth in our iniquity.  



That in sin my mother conceived me.”  


I still don't know if we are ready to do that.

What does it take to be ready to claim such things?  


It takes a moment of reckoning how wretched we really are.  


It takes a brutal look at who we really are.  



Which means setting aside who we want to be 




or believe we are.  



Taking a honest look at who we are as people 




can be a very overwhelming thing.  



A thing that we would prefer to get little snippets of, 




rather than the full feature film.  

Unfortunately for David, 


he found himself in a position 



where he got to watch the full feature film, 




thanks to the story of Nathan the prophet.  

Nathan told him a simple story of two men who had lambs.  


One was rich 



and had many cattle and lambs.  


The other poor 



and had but one precious lamb.  

When a visitor arrived to visit the rich man, 


he took 


and slaughetered the poor man's lamb 



rather than sacrifice one of his numerous ones.  

This story hopefully raises the hackles on your neck 


and leaves you disgusted 



like it did David.  


Calling on them to die.  

For what kind of person deserves to live 


if they are willing to make another person so miserable



 just to make their life more comfortable and convenient?

To David's 

and anyone who has not done an honest inspection of our own lives shock, 


comes Nathan's shocking words, 



“You are that man!”  

Hopefully most of us can say, 


“I have never slept with another man's wife 



and then had him killed.”  


But maybe this live stream is making it into a prison.  

But that is not the story that Nathan tells 


that get's David so upset. 

Nathan tells the story of a rich man 


taking from someone who has less than him 



for his convenience 



and to save him from having to give up his own goods, 


mainly because he has wealth and power.  

Nathan is not focused on the adultery, 


the murder, 

he is focused on the heart 


that led to these things 



manifesting themselves into the fruit of adultery and murder.  

Nathan's story is about a man 


who had everything provided for him 


and still needed more.  

It does a good job of hitting upon the majority of man's interaction's with other men 


in the 10 commandments.  



He obviously coveted his neighbor's property, 



murdered, 



stole, 



committed adultery, 



gave false testimony that it was his lamb, 



and even failed to honor his mother and father, 




as the property he already possessed 





most likely came from them.  


To hit all 6 commandments in one big swoop 



is impressive work.

We could pretend 


that this was a once in a lifetime incident 



that we don't come anywhere close to, 


because we are so much more civilized and redeemed.  

And in doing so, 


we would be at least giving false testimony.  

In reality, 


we are not that much better most of the time.  

We have just found it is easier 


not to dwell to much on the extent of our brokenness.  



It leads to better mental health we believe.  

But I have found, 


that when I do take the time 



to do some honest reflection about how great I am as a father, 



husband, 



pastor, 



and friend, 


I tend to suddenly have more compassion on everyone else's brokenness.  


I start to search for ways 



to do things differently than I have done them in the past.  


I have the desire to change.

Now the last nine weeks have been strange for me 


and probably for many of you.  

Time has seen pretty relative 


and flows by in blinks of an eye.  

The one major thing in my week that has stayed the same 


is meeting with other pastor's to check in on Thursday morning and afternoon.  

These times seem to almost constantly be happening.  


Peter will call 



and our new joke is, 




“So what did you do since yesterday?”  

But as we talk, 


there have been a number of things that have come up 



that we would like to change about ourselves.  


The change in how church is done 



has led to even more.  

I am sad to report 


that some of the changes for me 



have been on my list for a couple of years.  


I know they need to be different, 



that life would be better if they were, 


but I still have not addressed many of them.

This is where the line most people know form this Psalm comes in.  


“Create in me a clean heart O God, 



and renew a right spirit within me.”  

When we sing 

or say those words, 


we are professing something unAmerican.  

We are professing that we can't do it ourselves.  


That it is not in us



 to have a right heart.  

The Hebrew word for create 


is the same one used in God creating the heavens and earth out of nothing.  

When we are asking God to do this creation of a new heart, 


this is not just a software upgrade 


or new paint job.  

It is taking out the old 


and putting a new one in. 

 It is asking God to take what we have been depending on 


and giving us something completely new to work with.

David's incident was tied to this Psalm, 


because in the Bathsheba incident, 



David's heart, 



the one that was always after God's heart, 


was shown still insufficient on its own.  

David realizes that he needs a new heart.  


The one that had been blessed by God in so many ways,



was still insufficient.  

God reminds David, 

‘I anointed you king over Israel, 


and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

8 I gave your master’s house to you, 


and your master’s wives into your arms. 


I gave you the house of Israel and Judah.”  

And God would have done more 


if David would have asked.  

But for all of that, 


David still found himself wanting more, 


wanting what he did not have.  



Wanting the little lamb of Uriah, 




who Uriah had taken care of 




and created a life with.  



Now David wanted this as well.

So the question that David is needing to address 

and we need to address as well is, 


“What is enough?”  

When do we have enough?  


If we take David's example, 



we will quickly find out 




that we will never have enough 



until we are ready to give up our current heart 



for a heart created and nurtured by God.  

And the good news is, 


that God is willing to do it.  

In David's prayer, 


there is not much he does 



other than ask 



and acknowledge that he himself is the source of sin..  

God blots out his transgressions, 


washes him from his iniquity, 


cleanses him from his sin.  

God is the one who will purify us with hyssop, 


wash us so that we will be whiter than snow.  

Even more than that, 


God will make us hear the joy and gladness, 


make our broken bones rejoice.  

God will restore us to the joy of God's salvation and sustain us.  

After God has done all of this, 


only then will I or you 



be ready to teach transgressors God's ways.

This is the way of God.  

This is what we are called to.  


We are not to fix everything ourselves 



and then come before God.  


There is no work to be done 



before we approach his throne.  


We can offer all the sacrifices and burnt offerings we want.  



But that will not deal with the sinfulness of our heart.  




That just addresses the sins we have already committed. 

 If we want to enter into the new life that God offers, 


we need to bring before God 



a broken Spirt 



and contrite heart.  
When we bring these before God, 


he takes them and washes them, 


replaces them with ones that glorify God's name.  

It is this change we await.  

It is this change that we need, 


whether we realize it or not.

We can pray this Psalm at any point.  


Sometimes we are only ready to pray it 



when we find ourselves in a similar place as David was.  


Where everything that he had was crumbling apart.  



Which some people may be at right now 




as the season gets smaller and smaller.  

But I would venture 


each one of us could pray it right now with good reason, 



if we were ready to take a good look at our lives right now.

Where are you taking advantage of someone else?  

Where are you using your power and position 


to get what you want?  

In what relationships 


are you holding someone to a higher standard 



than you are holding yourself to?  

As you find answers to these, 


ask God to transform your heart into a new one 



over and over again.  

If you can't remember the words, 


maybe a good tune will help you.  

Let us pray the heart of this Psalm together.
