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Fountainhead

Chayei Sarah
Y’SHUA [Salvation of GOD]
Exalt His GOD-given Name

Chayei Sarah (Life of Sarah)


GENESIS 23:1—25:18



1 KINGS 1:1-31



MATTHEW 1:1-17



PSALMS 118

“Open my eyes, so that I will see Wonders from Your Torah.” Tehillim (Psalms) 119:18 “Open doors that no man can shut. Shut doors that no man can
open.” Isaiah 22:22 .. That I walk in Your Way “The LORD your GOD is with you. He is Mighty to Save. He will take Great Delight in you. He will Quiet
you with His Love. He will Rejoice over you with Singing.” Zephaniah 3:17

Chayei Sarah, (Life of Sarah) is Torah for Shabbat (Nov 7, 2015 / 25 Cheshvan, 5776).
River Rising’s Torah Teaching Truth reveals in sight, sound and sharing Messiah Y’SHUA.
Taste and see that ADONAI is Good. Tehillim (Psalms) 34:9(8). Ruach HaKodesh leads rabbi’s heart, head
and hands to follow Kingdom of Heaven’s disciple-making transformation as loving, learning and living examples—ambassadors of Messiah.
You are to display & obey HaShem’s Wisdom. Your rising up, your laying down, your going out and
your coming in are Intentional Intersections. Others, experiencing your representing Messiah Y’SHUA’s Life,
Light and Love, will come, taste & see, the loving power and overcoming authority of the Kingdom of Heaven
on earth!

Fountainhead’s learning objectives, in Chayei Sarah (Life of Sarah) by deeper
study in Sacred Scripture Scrolls, will grasp, in spirit and truth, the following:


Life through Death: Sarah’s Living Lessons Continue thru Descendants



Burial & Betrothal: Loved Dead are Buried. Life Continues thru Comforting Love



Children and The Land: Advanced Age Not the End. A Juncture for New Life



Haftarah: Life is NOT “Old & Cold” … Life Lives thru Living Legacies



B’rit HaDashah: Messiah’s Ambassadors Life Connections in Love to Others



Psalms 118: Life and Love Go On—Beyond Sarah to Messiah Yeshua

Prepare your hearts, heads and hands for renewal. Allow Ruach HaKodesh to
refresh you with deeper drinks of Messiah Y’SHUA’s Wisdom.

Next Fountainhead class: Wed Nov 11 [29 Cheshvan, 5776] @ 6p
Tol’Dot (Generations / History).
Genesis 25:19—28:9; Malachi 1:1-27; Romans 9:1-13; Psalms 39 & 49.

Hanukkah begins the evening of 25
Kislev (Dec 6). We will light the first of
the 9-branched hanukkiah at River
Rising, early, at 4pm. Details TBD.
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Life through Death: Sarah’s Living Lessons Continue thru Descendants
Sarah, before her death, is referenced in life for the last time at B’reisheet
(Genesis) 21:12. ADONAI speaks of Sarah in telling Avraham: “Listen to everything
Sarah says to you, because it is your descendants through Yitz’chak who will be
counted.”
The Torah Teaching Truth is about “Living Sarah.” Yet, at the beginning of the
parashah, when our attention is strong, Sarah lived to be 127 years old. A
euphemism of Sarah’s death. Is the parashah misnamed? Life of
Sarah, yet she dies.
Sarah’s life and Avraham’s are imprinted on descendants.
Her son, Yitz’chak, will not know comfort until and unless the
one who can comfort him has similar character qualities as his
mother, Sarah. Rivkah’s life, who becomes wife to Yitz’chak, is
divinely chosen because hospitality to a stranger-servant, like
Sarah, is a dominant character quality of Rivkah.

Sarah has two sons. Yishma’el, will be a wild donkey of a man but ancestor to
twelve tribes. The other son — the son of promise, Yitz’chak, will be the progenitor of
promised descendants and possessor of The Land of Promise. Rivkah also has two
sons. The elder, Esav, is a hunter, impulsive who despises, rather than cherishes the
Divine Promised birthright. The younger, Ya’akov, will also be preferred by his mother.
A re-birth of character is necessary for Ya’akov to become a man of honor and
hospitality. The Promised Covenant Blessings is imprinted on descendants.
Like Sarah, Rivkah’s natural “wow”man beauty, is the excuse Yitz’chak, like his
father Avraham, chooses to darkly color truth, “She is my sister.” Rivkah, like Sarah,
goes along with the obfuscation of her husband. Even the same region, P’lishtim,
ruled by the same regal, Avimelekh. Avimelech confronts Yitz’chak’s truth shading, as
he did Avraham’s [40-50 years earlier]. The same excuse for blurring lines of truth is given
by father, like son: to avoid being killed because of a wife-sister’s appealing beauty
among non-GOD fearers [B’reisheet (Genesis) 26:1-12].
Sarah’s life imprint, indeed, seen in descendants. The good, the bad the ugly …
well, not so much in Sarah or her descendant daughter-in-law, Rivkah!
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Burial & Betrothal: Loved Dead are Buried. Life Continues thru Comforting Love

Avraham mourns and weeps for Sarah. Yet to honor her in
burial and move forward, Avraham must quickly, once again, “get
up from the dead one,” and acquire title to a memorial burying
place. Avraham and Sarah were promised all The Land before
them, yet he does not, at this time of grieving, possess even an
eight foot by four foot parcel to bury honorably his wife, Sarah [who
at 90 gave birth to the son of promise, Yitz’chak AND remained faithful and in Faith with
Avraham for perhaps 113 of her 127 years, if they were married at 14 and 24].

Nor
does Avraham have in affect the modern-day lease agreement
for the Right of Burial for a particular space, in the Jewish section, for 50-100 years,
as is required in England with limited land.
Avraham trusts in ADONAI’s Favor and engages in the “million shekel” real
estate purchase and possession. The deed is for the field and cave of Makhpelah
[means “double”] with the oak trees by Mamre (also known as Hevron in the land of Kena’an)
owned by ’Efron the Hitti, a member of the ruling council of the city and son of
Tzochar. The price was 400 silver large shekels [some rabbinic sages comment that each large
shekel that Avraham paid is equivalent to 2,500 regular shekels, or one million ordinary shekels for the property].
Avraham, now (after securing land in The Land of Promise), looks to secure future children
by arranging for a suitable wife for his son of promise, Yitz’chak. The arrangement
apparently has ADONAI’s Blessings. Eliezer, the servant, is tasked to make the
match. This is the same trusted servant whom Avraham considered to be the heir,
until Yitz’chak was born. Both servant and master have come to Trust in ADONAI’s
Promise of Blessings. Impossible to ignore is the criteria Eliezer prayed to know his
mission was successful. It was not that the future wife of Yitz’chak was herself or her
family monotheists. It was that she displayed openly and largely hospitality to the
stranger, even a servant—love your neighbor [see Exodus 22:21; 23:9; Leviticus 19:18b]!
Avraham must be assured that his descendants, for whom he will teach that for
them ADONAI alone is One, our GOD, that their hearts, heads and hands know how
to extend Grace to strangers. Eliezer knows that is the core character quality
of Avraham and Sarah, and their son of promise, Yitz’chak. The Gift of Hospitality
must be present in Rivkah for her to be a match made in Heaven for Yitz’chak. She is!
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Children and The Land: Advanced Age Not the End. A Juncture for New Life
Promises have been made—children and land.
The reality is not fulfilled. Torah brings us to the
juncture of Providential Promises Avenue and Reality
Way. Avraham is 137. Sarah is memorialized in the
only real estate possessed in The Land of Promise.
The Divine Detail Design has Avraham, once
more, springing into action. Avraham, however
modest the parcel of land (cave in the field with oak
trees) in The Land of Promise, is able to say, “The Land Promise is filling, if not yet
full.” Avraham, with Eliezer, has made provision for a marriage made in Heaven to
produce countless Covenant children [not until next week’s Torah Teaching Truth, Tol’dot,
are we told Rivkah was childless for 20 years, before the birth of twins Esav and Ya’akov]. Life
goes on.

Avraham, perhaps because of the great love void Sarah would have created
after 113 years of marriage, takes another wife, K’turah, during the last decades of his
175 years of life. He fathers six sons with K’turah and is further blessed with ten
grandchildren.
Carefully note that after a long absence in Sacred Scripture Scrolls, Yishma’el
is rejoined in the narrative. Yitz’chak and Yishma’el bury their father Avraham in the
Makhpelah [“double”] cave purchased for possession to be at rest with Sarah. Notice
also, carefully, the residence location of Yitz’chak and his father Avraham, three years
after Sarah’s passing: Be’er LaChai-Ro’I [well of The One Who Lives and Sees]. This is
the same place of the well between Kadesh and Bered, on the road to Shur connected
to Hagar, the Egyptian mother of Yishma’el and wife-concubine to Avraham [Genesis 16:1
-4, 7-14]. Perhaps, as the rabbi sages discuss, it is only after Sarah’s passing
that Avraham, Yitz’chak and Yishma’el, and his twelve tribal ruling sons, can
be reconciled by living near each other by the well of The One Who Lives and Sees.
Strangers not estranged. This is the GOD-Life imprint of Sarah on her
descendants. It is the same Intentional Intersection for us who call Avraham
and Sarah our father and mother of Faith & Trust.
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Haftarah: Life is NOT Old & Cold … Life Lives through Living Legacies
King Dav’id of Isra’el is
described as “old and cold.” [M’lakhim
Alef (1 Kings) 1:1]

Aging is universally understood
as frail and our legacy is fragile.
Those who do not “love others” and
therefore will not now “Love GOD”
take advantage for self-exaltation the
transitions in leadership.
Ezra, the Torah teacher (rabbi),
wisely couples this fifth haftarah with
Chayei Sarah (Life of Sarah). Do you
make the life connection between Sarah’s imprint for the future on descendants to
trust HaShem and King Dav’id’s preservation of royal lineage?
Solomon son of Bat-Sheva (daughter of oath / seven), not Adoniyah son of Haggit, is
the son of promise. Bat-Sheva, with the prophet Natan, much like the matriarch Sarah,
steps-up and steps-out to assure the throne’s preservation for her son, Solomon, who
is the promised heir of the Messianic genealogy.
Bat-Sheva, unlike Sarah’s words that hurt to demand abandonment of the slave
girl and the slave girl’s son, the wife-queen of Dav’id, bows, prostrates and honors him
before reminding the king of the promise made before ADONAI. Bat-Sheva takes up
this challenge in the presence of Avishag the Shunamit, the young beautiful virgin who
lies next to Dav’id without sexual relations, to keep the old man warm. Humbling and
humiliating.
Some would mis-characterize prayer as passive. After all, GOD is Sovereign
and it is HaShem Who lifts up and puts down. And yet, if we understand Redemptive
Relationship with El Shaddai, the Intentional Intersections placed before us requires
an active, bathed-in-wisdom response. Amein? Therefore, after our Leadership Prayer
on the Square, the GOD-thought I had was to encourage a Believer (qualified as a businessman,
veteran and broad community connections) to prayerfully submit his name for appointment by the mayor
to the vacancy of Alderman for Ward 3 of the City of Mount Vernon.
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B’rit HaDashah: Messiah’s Ambassadors Life Connections in Love to Others

Normally River Rising’s rabbi has chosen Jeffrey Feinberg, Ph.D., in the “walk”
for depth in disciple-making of the B’rit HaDashah (New Covenant).
Feinberg parallels Chayei Sarah (Life of Sarah) with Matthew 1:1-17, the
genealogy of Messiah Yeshua.
The life connection of ancestors and descendants to
The Son of Promise is clearly linked to Messiah Yeshua,
son of Dav’id, son of Avraham genealogy as recorded by
Mattityahu.
However, at least for this week’s Torah Teaching Truth, David
Stern, Ph.D., in the Complete Jewish Bible, has included in his
suggested readings [Matthew 8:19-22; 27:3-10; Luke 9:57-62] an
alternate nuanced understanding of Chayei Sarah (Life of Sarah). “Follow vs. Folly” is
the overarching theme Stern parallels. Descendant disciples of the Son of Promise
follow His Teaching. Those who don’t follow, may experience the folly of a betrayer of
the Redeemer’s Blood for blood money. Stern seems to be indicating by his
suggested readings [Matthew 8:19-22; 27:3-10; Luke 9:57-62] that descendants are
and may, therefore be
counted by faithful following of Messiah,
grafted into the Olive Tree, even as a
wild branch.
The other picture presented is of
descendant natural blood is of the
their rejection of Faith in ADONAI’s
being cut-off, purged.

those whose
House of Isra’el but
Redemption is seen as

Note that the genealogy of
includes several important Biblical
of the bloodline of Avraham, Yitz’chak

Messiah Yeshua
characters who were not
and Ya’akov-Isra’el [see
for example: Peretz and Zerach whose mother was Tamar; ‘Oved whose mother was Rut]. They were grafted in
by Faith and became Followers of The Way: Loving ADONAI and Loving others.
_________________
Please offer your questions & answers for the Torah Tournament—A Challenge Quiz of Sacred
Scripture Scrolls, for Chayei Sarah. Thank you. Toda!

RRF/Chayei Sarah 105/7

ה"ב

Chayei Sarah
Fountainhead
Psalms 118: Life & Love Go On — Beyond Sarah to Messiah Yeshua
Unique to our local fellowship, River Rising, is the
selection of parallel psalms to the weekly Torah
Teaching Truth. The intentional intersection is to
encourage and equip you in the Wisdom Writings.
Psalms 118 repeats the phrase “...for His Grace
continues forever,” in the Complete Jewish Bible, in the
first four verses and finally at verse 29. Psalms 118:1
and Psalms 118:29 are matching bookends:
“Give thanks to ADONAI; for He is Good, for His
Grace continues forever.”
Psalms 118’s middle verses (5-27) give praise to our GOD for the many things
He has done in His Goodness and Grace toward us. Listen: hemmed in—gave me
more room; on my side, I fear nothing; better to take refuge in ADONAI than to trust
human beings or princes.
We are learning to speak “words that heal” rather than “words that hurt.”
Practice saying out loud these seven verses from Psalms 118 on a daily basis
to yourself and to encourage and equip others.
v1 “Give thanks to ADONAI; for He is Good, for His Grace continues forever.”
v14 “YAH is my Strength and my Song, and He has become my Salvation.”
v17 “I will not die; no, I will live and proclaim the Great Deeds of YAH!”
v24 “This is the day ADONAI has made, a day for us to rejoice and be glad.”

v26 “Blessed is he who comes in The Name of ADONAI. We Bless you from the
House of ADONAI.”
v28 “You are my GOD, and I thank You. You are my GOD; I exalt You.”
v29 “Give thanks to ADONAI; for He is Good, for His Grace continues forever.”

Baruch HaShem ADONAI !
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