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ST. FRANCIS: A GOOD STEWARD

As some of you know, I was part of a Roman Catholic religious order for a few years right after college. This
group, the Franciscans, was founded by Francis of Assisi and our Church recognizes October 4th as his feast
day.
Many people know about Francis and his love of nature, creation and especially animals. It is common for our
churches to practice a yearly ritual of blessing animals in honor of St. Francis on the Sunday closest to his observed feast.

But Francis did more than just identify with the goodness of animals and nature. He believed fervently in being
a humble servant of God. But he didn’t start out with this attitude. As a young adult Francis used his family’s
wealth to party and outfit himself with armor and the weapons of war to serve as a knight in the petty fiefdom
battles of his day. On one such military excursion, he fell ill and had an encounter with God. He left the campaign and went back to
his family home.
Through prayer, discussions and much searching he experienced a conversion. In a public meeting with his family and the bishop,
Francis renounced his inheritance and gave all of his possessions, including the clothes he was wearing back to his father. He went
off naked and assumed the clothing of a beggar.
In addition to his clothes, Francis threw off his self-centeredness and started seeing the entire natural world around him as a blessing
from God. He began singing songs in praise of God’s goodness as he realized his inter-connectedness with everything and everyone
in God’s creation. He began referring to every aspect of God’s creation as brother or sister.
He heard the command of Jesus saying, “Go and rebuild my church”. Francis took this literally and began repairing an old run down
church, but as he continued to listen, Francis began to understand his role as servant. He began ministering to the poor, the outcast
and the lepers.
Francis lived the rest of his life with this changed attitude. He understood that his behavior impacted nature, animals and people so
he set out to live in harmony with every created thing on the planet. Francis went out to be in communion or right relationship with
God and the world.
In his mind, Francis was just doing his job, nothing more and nothing less. Francis did not seek out praise, thanks or riches, rather
he gave all the glory to God.
Francis saw himself as a caretaker for the natural world that God had given him and the rest of humanity. Francis treated all of
creation: the sun, moon, stars, plants, animals and humans with love and respect. He was a faithful steward of all the things that God
had given him.
We, like Francis, are also called to be good stewards of the many
gifts that God has given us. We already have everything we need
for abundant life; all we need to do is be grateful and to use our
time, talent and treasure to help build up God’s kingdom here on
earth.
I invite all of us to be thinking and praying about how we may
share our resources here at Nativity and in the wider community
as we enter into our stewardship season.
Blessings,
The Rev. Steve Domienik

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Oct 1 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Oct 8 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
Oct 15 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Bishop Gibbs Presiding
Oct 22 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer, Bread For the World Sunday
Oct 29 - 9:30am Holy Eucharist
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October Outreach, Baldwin Center Pontiac, Michigan

Family Meals

Holiday Baskets being prepared
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This month we are collecting items for the Baldwin
Center in Pontiac Michigan.
MISSION
The Baldwin Center’s mission is to feed, clothe, educate
and empower the men, women and children of the Pontiac
community. We are a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization. The
Center has been serving our neighbors since 1981 and currently offers more than 25 support programs that meet
basic needs, offer assistance in a crisis, provide education
and enrichment opportunities for adults and children, and
serve as a safety net. We envision people of all ages and
cultures sharing the belief that they can create and shape
how they live and grow within the community.
Our core values include compassion, respect, integrity,
and the preservation of human dignity through human
services.
HISTORY
The Baldwin Center was created as an outreach program
of the Baldwin Avenue United Methodist Church in response to increasing poverty in the neighborhood. The
Family Soup Kitchen, tutoring services and a shelter soon
followed and the programs offered at the church grew
from there.
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BABY SUPPLIES
Diapers, sizes 4, 5 and 6
Baby Food
Enfamil Formula
LAUNDRY SUPPLIES
Laundry detergent (liquid or pods)
Dryer sheets
KITCHEN SUPPLIES
Coffee
Juice boxes
Napkins
Disposable tablecloths
Sandwich bags
Disinfecting wipes
Paper Towels
Kleenex

Here is a partial list of products that they currently need
and they would also accept monetary donations. If you
wish to give cash or a check, please give it to Dee Damico
and then Nativity will write one check for the Baldwin
Center.

Oct 8 - Chad Creager
Oct 12 - Tim Wittlinger

Oct 18 - Gene & Pat Hill
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OUTDOOR SERVICE & PICNIC
On Sunday, September 17 we had a beautiful worship experience
outside on our labyrinth and a delicious picnic lunch followed. The
weather was perfect and the company was exquisite!
Thanks to everyone who helped set up, clean up, cook, shop and to
those who brought food to share and to the rest of us for enjoying
the day!

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
cell: 248 705-9695

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager

OCTOBER CALENDAR EVENTS
Oct 1- Blessing of the Animals & Sacred Spaces Meeting
Oct 15 - Bishop’s Visitation, Potluck Lunch & BC Meeting

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

