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8 questions to ask before going solar at home
With a growing number of
homeowners looking to save
money on power bills and help
the environment, rooftops
across America are taking on
a new look, as more homes
are dotted with solar panels.
But it’s important to ask the
right questions before installing them on your home.
“While there are tremendous benefits to solar energy,
consumers should be sure
they are working with a qualified provider, getting a quality
product that’s customizable
and right for their home and
situation,” says Doug Robinson, CEO of LGCY Power,
a solar provider. “There are
great resources out there

Solar panels power a home, storing power to alleviate peak-usage
charges. © diyanadimitrova / stock.Adobe.com
such as SolarProviders.org
that will walk you through the
process of determining what
solar is right for you.”
To help make the right de-

Save thousands of dollars with the

cision, Robinson suggests
asking your energy consultant
the following questions:
• What are your credentials? Learn whether you’re
working with a company with

expertise in the field -- how
long has it been in business
and how many solar installations has the company performed to-date? You should
also do your research about
the company’s track record in
satisfying customers.
• Do you have a national
presence? Local operations
don’t necessarily have the resources or partnerships with
solar panel manufacturers
to be successful long-term.
Sticking with national companies can be a safer bet.
• What financing options
are available? One size does
not fit all so there should always be multiple options when
it comes to financing. In some
cases, you can even get so-

Power of Solar
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Solar Solutions

Create your own renewable energy
from the sun, SELL energy back to
your provider & reduce your costs!

Over 170 years of experience in Commercial
& Residential HVAC, Electrical & Plumbing!
Save money on
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Maintenance!
We work with
your local utilities
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energy savings!
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Tax Credits

• Free Comprehensive Pay-Back
Plan Proposal
• State Certied Solar Installers
• Competitive Rates
• Maintenance Contracts
• Fully Licensed & Bonded
• Full-Service
• 1-Year Guarantee on Workmanship
• Serving Indiana and Illinois
• 24/7 Emergency Response Service

Blackjack
anD OTHeR mODelS

lar systems for free. The key
is researching options to find
what’s best for you and your
situation. If there aren’t financing options, that is a sign that
you should walk away and find
another solar provider.
• How long will it take to
begin realizing savings on
my energy bill? It depends on
your market and the size and
type of system you get. Some
consumers see an immediate
savings and some see more
long-term savings. On average people can save about
30 percent on their energy bill.
There are ways to customize
a system that will accommodate the individual needs of
most consumers and in some
cases, you can even get a solar system installed at no cost
to you.
• Are there tax incentives
available? Your energy consultant can help you identify
what federal and state tax
incentives are available to
you. Taking advantage of tax
breaks can help make the upfront cost of solar installation

Industry
LeadIng

WARRANTY

In STOCK nOw!

Commercial or Residential 48” or 54” Deck 20” Drive Tires
Kohler 7000 Series PRO Hydro-Gear ZT2800 Transmission
Push-button deck lift/lower for easy cleaning/maintenance
Push-button deck height adjustment 1.5” to 4.5”
SmoothTrak Steering with automatic park brake system

Riedle, inc.

217-826-9070

On US 40, just east of Hwy 1 - Marshall

www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com

Auto & Home Improvement Spring 2019 • PAGE 3

Car-shopping tips for students and grads
College is a time when
many young people buy their
first cars. But with the rising
cost of a degree, students and
their families will want to ensure they are getting a good
value on vehicle purchases.
Here are some great ways
to get more bang for your
buck:
Go Certified Pre-Owned
The last thing busy college students need is to sink
time and money into regularly
fixing a clunker. Rather than
purchase a standard used car
with an unknown history, consider a Certified Pre-Owned
(CPO) vehicle. CPOs are often a safer bet, as they come
with a warranty and have gone
through a multipoint inspection to ensure quality. Some
contracts even include 24/7
roadside assistance.
Seek Special Deals
You’ll want to get around
campus or commute to your
first job in style, so look out for

such as graduate school, law
school or medical school. For
no additional cost, this edition
offers $6,900 worth of optional
equipment as standard, including a connected infotainment system, rear-view camera, park distance control, a
dual-pane panoramic moonroof and heated seats.
Factor in Other Costs
Remember, the cost of
maintaining a car also includes
auto insurance. Take this into
consideration when determining what you can afford. You
© Minerva Studio / stock.Adobe.com
special deals and programs
offered to students that can
help you find a fun, modern
car with all the latest safety
and technology features at an
affordable price. For example,
MINI USA is offering the 2019
MINI Oxford Edition exclusively to college students and re-

cent graduates. This includes
current full- and part-time
students of any two- or fouryear accredited college or
university, any recent college
graduates within 12 months
of their graduation, as well
as students enrolled in postbachelor’s degree programs,

®
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Solar

Continued on page 5
more manageable.
• Which manufacturers do
you use? Ensure the equipment manufacturer will be
around long enough to honor
its warranties. Find out what
brand of panels, inverter and
batteries you’ll receive and if
there are third-party reviews
or tests of them to verify their
quality.
• How does maintenance
work? Find out how often your
system requires maintenance
and if it is covered by a warranty.
• What are the next steps?
What is the process from signing the agreement to installation? How long does this take?
To learn more about going
solar at home, visit lgcypower.
com or call 844-439-2717.
Solar energy is not only a
smart move for the planet, it’s
a smart move for your wallet, with the potential to save
your household considerable
money over the long run. But
making an informed decision
is crucial. Ask the right questions for the greatest benefits.

can stretch your budget with
a bit of comparison shopping
and by looking into discounts
that suit your lifestyle. For
example, some policies offer
breaks for safe driving, good
grades, low mileage, community service participation and
more.
Buying a car while paying for college or settling into
a first job may sound overwhelming, but by doing a little
research and keeping your
options open, there are many
ways to affordably secure and
maintain a great car.
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.

Palestine

618-563-4400

Darwin

217-826-2800

Goodwin’s Body Shop
Enjoy your vehicle longer by taking care of it.
Not only are we a full service collision center
to keep your vehicle looking new, but we can
keep it running great, too!

Our services include:

Oil Changes, Brakes, Struts,
Tires, Glass Installation & More!

Let Goodwin’s be
your one stop shop!

Specializing in
Customer Satisfaction

217-382-5241

7300 E. U.S. Hwy 40 - Martinsville
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New ways to help protect your home and family
When it comes to your
home, there is unfortunately
no shortage of things that can
go wrong and no shortage of
culprits, from wicked weather
to electrical fires.
High winds, plumbing
and appliance issues, hail,
leaky roofs, frozen pipes and
break-ins -- these are some of

the most frequent causes of
property damage, according
to Travelers, which analyzed
eight years of its homeowners
insurance claims.
But experts say that there
are steps you can take to help
protect your home and family
from situations beyond your
control, particularly when it

comes to some of the most
common issues.
“Beyond investing in an
insurance policy, integrated
smart home technology can
go a long way toward helping
you protect your home,” says
Pat Gee, senior vice president of Personal Insurance
Claim at Travelers. “Some of

Decisions, decisions.
Choosing a Home Equity Loan from First Mid
is the easiest one you’ll make.

the most common situations
we see might be prevented or
mitigated with the use of smart
home technology.”
Gee points out that with
a smart water sensor, for example, you could be alerted at
the first sign of excess water
where it doesn’t belong and
take care of it before it’s too
late, or, with a smart motion
sensor, you’ll know about unusual activity on your property
in real time.

Travelers thinks that smart
home technology is a game
changer when it comes to
protecting homes and property, so it has teamed up with
Amazon to offer integrated
smart home solutions at a discount to the insurer’s eligible
customers. Customers can
choose between a Smart Kit,
Smart Kit Plus and Smart Kit

Protect

See
Continued on page 12

Cut-Rite Lawn Service
“A cut above the rest”

Jean England - Owner
217-273-0191 618-554-1087
Free estimates

Ron’s Handyman Service
Call/Text

217-208-9135

or email ron.daniels61@hotmail.com

All your home needs
No job is too small!
Decks and Siding
Bath and Kitchen Remodel
Seamless Gutter Repair or Replacement

Ingrum Waste
Disposal
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
Roll-off containers available

Stop by today to see how we can help.
Marshall
610 N. Michigan Avenue | 217-826-6308

Martinsville
10 E. Cumberland | 217-382-3430

firstmid.com

217-465-3335

ingrumwastedisposal.com

oPEN: 8aM-5PM
MoNday – Friday

217-826-6823

1207 South 6th St.
MarShall

Patch drywall like a pro
SUPPLIES:
Drywall
Screws
Fiberglass Mesh
Joint Compound
Sandpaper
STEP 1: Cut out a piece of
drywall that will cover the hole
in the wall. It’s usually best to
cut out a square. This will be
your patch.
and cover the seams of the patch.
STEP 2: Then you need to
STEP 6: Now you’ll want to apply several
cut the hole to fit the patch. It’s layers of joint compound. Let each layer dry
easiest to do this if you trace before applying the next layer. You’ll need
the square patch onto the hole about three layers. The goal now is to make
with pencil, and then cut the the wall level and the patch and seams invisoutline with a drywall saw.
ible.
STEP 3: If you didn’t exSTEP 7: When you’ve built up the layers
pose a stud in the wall with the enough, you can sand them down so that the
hole, then you’ll need to attach wall and patch are perfectly level. Make sure
a piece of wood to the drywall. you haven’t left any globs, streaks, or cracks
Just put a small piece of wood in the wall. If you do want texture, you can use
through the hole and attach it a spray on texture to match the walls.
to the remaining drywall. You’ll
STEP 8: Finally, you need to prime and
want to do this on both sides then paint the walls. DONE!
of the hole.
STEP 4:
Now that
you have
something
to attach
the patch
roadside repair - tire repair - Brakes repair
to, attach
it! It’s best
truck & trailer repair - diagNostics & More
to
use
screws. So
just place
22508 N Bluegrass rd. MartiNsville, il
screws in
each
of
the
four
corners.
Make sure
the drywall
is very secure.
STEP
PluMbing, Heating & air Conditioning
5: Now the
gaps between the
wall
and
the patch
need to be
filled
in.
Kelly Scott
2755 E. 550th Rd.
You’ll want
Owner
Casey, IL
to use fi217-932-8142
berglass
mesh. This
stuff
will
stick
by
itself
so
just cut as
Keep ‘em cuttin’
much
as
you need

Tally auTomoTive
& Truck repair
24/7: (217) 822-7720

Morgan
826-5921

Kelly’s Small Engine Repair and Service
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Serving the wabash Valley since 1995

At Superior, we offer:

♦ Superior quAlity Cabinetry & Countertops
in laminates, solid surfaces, quartz or granite.
♦ New construction & remodels for kitchens, baths,
fireplaces, built-ins, bookcases, etc.
♦ installation and interior Design services available.
upgrade and enhance
your kitchen or
bathroom with our
quality countertops!
No matter how big
or small your space,
our team of expert
designers and installers
can create the cabinets
of your dreams.
our expert staff has over
60 years of combined
experience in this field.
let us design the perfect
cabinet for your space.

Call today! 812-235-5718

1143 wabash Ave., terre Haute, iN
www.superior-cabinet.com
like us on facebook @ Superior Kitchen and Bath
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Water-saving ideas worthy of a high-five from mother earth
Protecting our water is one
of the biggest challenges facing the planet, but many of us
don’t realize how much water
flows through our lives every
day. According to the EPA,
the average US household
wastes nearly 10,000 gallons
of water each year – roughly
enough to fill a residentialsized swimming pool. Talk
about a reality check.
This year, resolve to care
for our most precious resource with a few simple ecoconscious tricks and swaps
that will reduce water waste
and keep our water clean –
not to mention help out your
wallet, too.

• Implement meatless
Mondays: A single pound of
beef requires more than
1,800 gallons of water to produce,
compared to
tofu, which
only takes
approximately
300 gallons, according to the Water
Footprint Network. So,
once a week, plan a meat
alternative for a meal or hit
up your hipster, foodie friend
and go to a vegan restaurant
(they’re all the rage right now).
• Reuse excess water: Your
leftover cooking water is liquid
gold. Save water remaining

Jim’s Auto Repair
James C. Thompson, Owner/Technician
1455 E. 550th Rd., Casey

M- F: 8AM-5PM

217-246-4212

Snearley & Co.
NAyAdiC & MulTi Flo

• Wastewater Treatment Systems
• Sales & Service
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Portable Toilet Rentals

47 W. Cumberland - Martinsville

800-373-9100

217-382-4364

from boiling

pasta
a n d
steami n g
vegetables and
recycle it by
nourishing your
houseplants or
outdoor garden
with the surplus.
Plus, your plants will
love the extra nutrients.
• Replace your showerhead: A great way to
conserve water is by installing a low-flow showerhead.
With an Eco-Performance
showerhead, like the Velocity rainshower showerhead

from Moen, you can conserve
water and still have plenty of
pressure to lather, rinse and
repeat.
• Invest in a reusable water
bottle: Whether you’re chugging water after SoulCycle
or casually sipping throughout the day, reusable water
bottles are convenient and
eco-friendly. With the growing problem of plastic pollution
in our water supply (see ya,
straws!), utilizing a reusable
water bottle can make a big
difference, with the possibility to save an average of 156
plastic bottles each year, according to EarthDay.org.
• Try a waterless facial

cleanser: The secret is out:
rinse-free cleansers are taking over. These detergent-free
liquids will purify skin of dirt,
oil and makeup. Simply apply
a few drops to a cotton pad,
swipe it across your skin and
you’re done. These cleansers will get your complexion
squeaky clean -- no water
necessary.
These great water-saving
ideas can help you be more
conscientious when it comes
to protecting this limited resource -- and will ensure you’ll
get a hearty pat-on-the-back
from Mother Earth.
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.

Proudly
serving all
your
insurance
needs

oale

INSURANCE
AGENCY

627 Archer Ave.
Marshall
826-6323

BoBBy Richey house LeveLing
Over 40 years Experience!

Floor Bracing - Crawl Space Repair - Sump Pump
Basement Waterproofing - Mold Removal

FRee estimates! 217-690-7882

ASK ABOUT 0% APR FinAncinG FOR 84 MOnTHS ♦ SiX YeAR liMiTed WARRAnTY

TX19H

T234

Riedle, inc.

eXceed eXPecTATiOnS
in eveRY WAY

T1054SP

T394H

On US 40, just east of Hwy 1 ♦ Marshall

217-826-9070 ♦ www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com

DIY spring car care
Through
preparation,
time, money and mechanical skills, your vehicle survived the winter. Spring has
arrived, and once again,
you will need to prepare
your vehicle for the upcoming season. Many people
will take their vehicle to
a shop and say, “Call me
when it’s done,” while others won’t maintain their vehicle at all. But you, you’re
different. You’re going to
pop the hood and get your
trusty steed ready to take to
the road.
Checking the tire pressure and wiper blades and
cleaning the interior are
maintenance 101 for you.
You’re more concerned
with the inner workings of
the vehicle. Start with the
battery. Check the posts
and connections. Make
sure they are free of corrosion and making good contact. The same goes for the
spark plugs—clean them if
necessary. Spark plugs can
fire three million times every 1,000 miles, so proper
operation is crucial.
Check the oil and oil filter. Your vehicle’s manual
will have recommendations
on how often to change the
oil and filter. A good rule
of thumb is every 3,000 to
5,000 miles. Make sure you
are using the correct grade
of oil. The outside temperature is now warmer, and as
you probably know, oil gets
thicker when it’s cold and
thinner when it’s hot. Using an oil grade of 10W40
means that the oil will flow
at a 40 viscosity rate during
the warmer spring months.
Another filter to check is
your vehicle’s air filter. The
air filter keeps dust and other debris from getting into
the engine’s moving parts.
Dust and debris in your vehicle’s engine can cause
it to be less efficient and
underperform. It is a good
idea to replace the air filter
annually or every 12,000 to
15,000 miles.
Next, check the coolant

level. The radiator on a cold engine should be
completely full. The reservoir should be at the
“cold” level. Again, check the vehicle’s owner’s
manual to determine when the system should be
flushed and fresh coolant added.
The next level to check is the brake fluid level.
If the level has fallen below the “low” mark, it may
See DIY on page 12

SPRING SALE! SAVE BIG!
BESt PRIcES oN 2018 ModELS!

Riedle, inc.
Lc221FHE
WALk-BEHINd MoWER

WAS: $399.95

NoW: $349.95
WAS: $279.95

NoW: $259.95
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Effingham
Homes
protect through the years

Exceptional, Distinctive, Affordable

Modular hoMes starting
as low as $50/sq. ft.!

522L StRING tRIMMER

WAS: $2999.95

NoW: $2599.95
tS348 RIdING
LAWN MoWER

WAS: $449.95

455 RANcHER - 20”
cHAINSAW
.95

NoW: $419

WAS: $4699.95

NoW: $4199.95
MZ54 ZERo tURN MoWER

US 40, just east of Hwy 1 ♦ Marshall

www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com

217-826-9070

on sale special discounts
now!
on display hoMes!

(217) 347-5868
www.Effingham-Homes.com
www.facebook.com/EffinghamHomes
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5 tips to bring your home’s Wi-Fi ‘dead zones’ to life

Whether it’s to stream
a movie from the bedroom
or lock the front door using smart home technology,
you’ve likely come to expect
Wi-Fi to reach every corner of
your house. The reality is that

there are certain locations in
many homes where Internetconnected devices and smartphones are unable to receive
a steady Wi-Fi signal (or any
signal at all) from the router.
These sad places are called

“dead zones.”
“Dead zones typically include bathrooms, second and
third story bedrooms, attics,
basements, garages and back
patios -- and they can drive
everyone in the house abso-

50 OFF

$

Up to 350 linear feet. Not to be used with any other discounts or offers. Expires 6/30/19

Call 812-533-3767 Today!
The Bug Man
www.TheBugMan.org
E-mail: BugMan@TheBugMan.org

lutely crazy,” says Jeff Parker,
the “Wi-Fi Guru,” and editor of
the Milo Wi-Fi Blog, a source
for practical advice, new products, and leading-edge technology dedicated to enhancing the Wi-Fi experience.
So, given today’s basement-to-attic demand for Wi-Fi
access, what is the most economical and effective strategy
for winning the battle against
dead zones in your home?
Parker offers five no-cost/lowcost suggestions:
1. Keep your router away
from metal. Objects such as
mirrors, televisions, appliances or anything large made primarily of metal (i.e. decorative
furniture, filing cabinets, even
fish tanks!) have the potential
to impair your network’s signal strength. If possible, move
such items and your router
apart.

2. Switch to a less crowded
frequency. In living spaces like
apartment buildings, too many
broadcasting networks can
interfere with each other and
impact Wi-Fi quality. Because
routers broadcast across two
wireless frequency bands, 2.4
and 5 GHz, when one is too
crowded it acts like a highway
packed with cars. The good
news is you can usually switch
frequencies within your mobile
device settings to use the less
crowded channel.
3. Reboot regularly. Routers asked to complete many
requests, such as handing out
multiple IP addresses to different devices and handling
large downloads, can end up
slowing down because of the
heavy workload. You can think

Wi-fi

See
Continued on page 10
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Simple tips to make outdoor chores and activities easier
Whether you’re doing
chores in the yard or going
on an outdoor adventure,
activities that take place outside come with their own set
of challenges, particularly in
colder weather.
You can make all your outdoor activities safer and more
effective this winter with these
suggestions.
Keep Your Hands Warm
Your extremities are the
first to suffer from the chill,
so keep your hands warm at
all times to prevent frostbite.
Keep in mind that, these days,
a good pair of gloves means
touchscreen functionality so
you won’t have to remove
them every time you use your
devices.
While there are a lot of stylish options on the market that
work great for your day-to-day
life, you’ll want to pick up an
additional pair that’s designed
specifically for sports performance and utility, so whether
you’re pitching a tent or tinkering with the car, your hands
will stay toasty.
Eliminate Spills
Gassing up the snow blower? Trail-bound and preparing
the ATV? Using your chainsaw
to cut wood for the fireplace?
You can improve the experience of fueling your equipment with innovative storage

Hendrix
excavating
& Plumbing

217-251-5842
217-822-8426
Jason & Melissa Hendrix
Marshall, iL
IL Lic. #055-028799

Upgrade your fuel can for safer, cleaner, and faster pours.
tools. If you’re still using leaky
metal cans to store gasoline,
diesel or kerosene, consider
upgrading to a fuel can system such as the new SmartControl system from Scepter.
Crafted with a unique push
spout that provides a clean,

fast and hassle-free
pour, and constructed
of durable and safe
high-density polyethylene, it makes fueling
easier, faster, cleaner
and safer. What’s
more, you’ll end up
saving fuel -- and
money -- as its design,
which is available in
1-, 2-, and 5-gallon sizes, eliminates messy
spills. And, its usercontrolled flow makes
it easier to direct the
amount of fuel being
dispensed.

Be Prepared
When you’re hitting the
road for an outdoor adventure,
be sure your car is stocked
with an emergency kit. Should
you get lost or encounter car
troubles along the way, you’ll
be prepared. Include such

essentials as jumper cables,
road maps (yes paper ones
-- should your GPS device
lose power or you go offline),
a blanket, warm clothes, first
aid supplies, a flashlight, extra batteries, bottled water,
and nutrition, such as granola
bars. This will help keep you

safe in unforeseen circumstances, and offer you peace
of mind the rest of the time.
This winter, have the tools
and information you need to
do all your favorite outdoor activities safely and effectively.
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.

Moseley
Heating & Cooling

618-562-6831

Adam Moseley, Owner

Annapolis, IL

Garver Cabinets, Flooring, and Bath
Stop by or call us today for your FREE ESTIMATE!

♦ Kitchen: Custom Cabinetry & Countertops
♦ Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Tile & Vinyl
♦ Bath: Custom Tile Showers and Cultured Marble

G

Garver, Inc.

10234 N. 230th St. • Casey • 217-932-2441
or visit our website at: garverinc.net

4 SEASONS PAINTING

217-251-9692

Travis K. Hibschman

Residential Exterior, Interior Painting
Power Washing

J. Gladu Construction
Call 217-967-5640

for your rooﬁng, siding
& home improvement needs.

Mowing - Gravel
Grading & Drainage
Hardscapes - Driveways
Hedge Trimming
Tree Trimming & Removal
Debris Clean Up
Storm Damage Recovery
Locally Owned & Operated
InSUReD
Call for a FRee estimate!

217-251-3323
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Clean for Spring

Spring cleaning is a term
most of us have heard. It
means that you have spent
the winter stuck inside, letting the dust pile up and the
dirt get ground into the carpet,
and now it’s time to clean up.
But, there is another place
where you spend a lot of time
that gets even dirtier than you
home—your vehicle. Vehicles
take the punishment of winter
on both the inside and the outside.
Snow, sleet and most of all
salt cover your vehicle in the
winter, and by the time spring
rolls around, it needs more
than a run through the automatic car wash. Your vehicle

deserves the hands-on approach. The soap you use to
wash your car can be ordinary
dishwashing liquid or special
soap designed especially for
washing vehicles. The point is,
roll up your sleeves and give it
a good wash. Start on the roof
and work your way out. Wash
everything—get the tires and
side view mirrors, get the
headlights and the bumper,
get every inch of the vehicle.
Once the outside is done,
it’s time tackle the interior. For
many people, the car is where
they spend a good part of
their work day, and it shows.
For some people, the vehicle
is used to transport kids to
®

Genesis HVAC
sErviciNg All brANds (217) 251-0042

school and activities, and it
shows. Start with a garbage
bag and collect all the cups,
fast food containers, pens,
business cards, half eaten
doughnuts, last week’s spelling test, action figures, soda
cans and the garage door
opener that you yelled at your
spouse for losing.
After the garbage and stuff
is collected, pull out the floor
mats and plug in the vacuum.
Try to get the big stuff like paperclips and French fries by

hand,
then
start sucking
up the rest.
Don’t forget
behind
and
under
the
seats as well.
If you are like
most people,
you’ll
probably find an
average of $3
in change.
N e x t ,
clean the seats, dashboard,
doors and console. If the seats
are vinyl or leather, many different types of cleaners can
be used. If it is fabric, you will
need a good upholstery cleaner. A nice way to top off a good
interior cleaning is with an air
freshener.
Returning to the outside of
the vehicle, there are many
products available to clean
your tires. These products will
give your tires a wet and shiny
look.

Proudly serving since 1939 the counties of

Clark, Coles, Edgar, Douglas, & Vermilion

 NATE (NorTh AmEricAN TEchNiciAN ExcEllENcE) cErTifiEd
 fiNANciNg AvAilAblE*
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800-635-4145 Office & Outages
888-999-4201 Pay by Phone
www.enerstar.com

2019
Rav4 XLE
2019
CamRy XSE
Over 150 Pre-Owned
vehicles in stOck

3 mOnth, 3,000 miles limited warranty On
nOn-certified vehicles. see dealer fOr details

www.danhecht.cOm
217-342-4111 Or 800-342-1892

Want your dream home?
Make over your current home with a Home Equity
Make over your current
Line of Credit and have the home of your dreams.

home with a Home Equity
Line of Credit and have the
home of your dreams.

Casey • Biggsville • Flat Rock • Lawrenceville • Marshall • Martinsville • Toledo • Robinson

217-932-2136 CaseyStateBank.com
1 217 932 2136

Casey • Biggsville • Flat Rock • Lawrenceville
Martinsville • Toledo • Westfield • West Union• Robinson

CaseyStateBank.com

Finally, you may consider
waxing or polishing your vehicle. Waxing a car is in essence adding a layer of protection. Waxing will add shine
to the car and give it that wet
look, but it will also protect the
car from the elements and
ultraviolet light. When you
polish a car, you are cleaning it. Polishing eliminates
scratches, rust, dirt and wax.
It contains abrasives that actually remove a thin layer of
the car’s paint. Polishing also
brings out the color and adds
shine. Follow the directions on
the bottle when waxing or polishing.
Spring is good time to start
driving fresh and clean. Clean
your vehicle now and make
room for beach balls, flip flops,
lawn chairs and coolers later.

Wi-fi

Continued from page 8
of rebooting your router as basically refreshing it and clearing any memory or stalled
tasks.
4. Get the latest hardware.
If you’re still using that dinosaur router from the early
2000s, it’s probably time for an
upgrade. Outfitting your home
with a smarter and more advanced router could be the solution to your Wi-Fi woes, especially if your existing router
is a very old model with limited
capabilities. Internet service
providers often provide router
upgrades by request for no
charge.
5. Consider a distributed
mesh Wi-Fi system. For WiFi that reaches farther, consider a mesh Wi-Fi system,
which consists of a main
router connected to a modem
and a series of satellite Wi-Fi
distribution modules placed
throughout the house. Those
from Milo provide a strong uninterrupted signal to every WiFi device in the home, from
attic to basement. To learn
more, visit milowifi.com or call
1-877-426-6456.
Don’t just live with the dead
zones in your home. By taking
a few simple steps, you can
enjoy a more satisfying Wi-Fi
experience.
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.
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Home and garden improvements
that will benefit local wildlife
When it comes to changing
the world, your own backyard
is a great place to start. As you
make home improvements,
consider their potential to benefit local wildlife that travel in
and around your property.
Here are a few important
steps you can take.
Plant Native Species
By planning native species
exclusively in your garden and
yard, you will be promoting a
healthy local ecosystem while
providing proper nourishment
and a natural habitat for visiting wildlife, whether that be
insects, birds or furry crea-

means a beautiful yard
with less stress.
Prevent Bird Strikes
You may not realize
it, but your home poses
a risk to birds. Window
strikes are common
among many species
of migrating birds, and
millions of wild birds
are killed annually flying
into windows.
However, a simple
home
improvement
tures. Because native plant
species are meant to thrive in
your local climate, they will require less maintenance, which

project can make your home
safer for birds. Birds can see
certain light frequencies that
humans can’t, so by apply-

ing UV decals
and UV liquid
to your home’s
windows and
sliding glass

doors, you can make windows
visible to birds in a way that
won’t obstruct your own view.
“Protecting birds adds
beauty to your garden, is good
for the environment and most
importantly, saves lives,” says
Spencer Schock, founder of
WindowAlert, a company that
offers UV decals and UV Liquid.
The UV decals and liquid
from WindowAlert have been
proven to effectively alter the
flight path of birds to prevent
window strikes. The coating
will look like etched glass to
the human eye, but be very
visible to a bird. As UV reflec-

tivity may fade over time, it’s
important to replace the decals
and liquid every four months.
Application techniques can be
found by visiting WindowAlert.
com.
Build a Bird house
Add beauty to your yard
with a wooden bird house.
Find a design you love or get
creative and craft your own,
using your own home’s architecture for inspiration. A strategically placed bird house
-- either within three feet of a
window or over 30 feet away
-- will help avoid bird strikes.
Be a good neighbor -- not
just to the other humans. Make
improvements to your home
that will help protect both local
and migratory wildlife.
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.

Randy’s
prIcEs
stArtIng
At $7795

217-826-5283
24/7 Towing - Automotive Repair
Collision Repair - Restoration
Car Sales - Buy here, pay here
Tire Sales & Repair

$8445

Manual lift duMp bed
3500 lb Front wInch
Full wIndshIEld
Front bumpEr
25” tIrEs / 12” whEEls
Abs rooF
hAlF doors
towIng hItch

rIEdlE, Inc.

2004 N. IL HWY 1
Marshall, IL

$7595

2010 Ford
Escape

2011 Toyota
Camry

2011 Chevy
Aveo

2012 fORD
fUSION

$4295

$5795

EFI 650cc

217-826-9070

on us 40, just east of hwy 1 - marshall

www.riedleinc.com ♦ riedleinc1@frontier.com

randysautorepairofmarshall@yahoo.com
or visit: facebook.com/randysautorepairofmarshall
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Protect

Continued from page 4
Premier, which include an Amazon Echo Dot, security cameras, water sensors, motion
detectors and a smart home
hub to centrally control these

devices from one app. Travelers is also offering discounted
kit installation, providing free
Amazon Echo Dot devices to
eligible customers, and has
introduced new Alexa skills
to help answer billing questions and provide property

If you see
any of these
warning
signs ...
...always call 811 before you dig!

maintenance and home safety
advice to all consumers, with
more skills planned for the future.
To learn more, visit the insurance industry’s first digital
storefront at Amazon.com/
Travelers.

“Traditional smoke alarms
and home security systems
are helpful, but there are new,
proactive ways to monitor your
home, including devices that
are easier to use and more affordable than ever,” says Gee.
“There has never been a bet-

American Seamless
Guttering, LLC

Superior Products at Competitive Prices
5” & 6” Guttering - Siding - Soffit - Fascia
Specializing in Maintenance-Free Exteriors

10% OFF WhitE GuttEr
With purchaSE OF GuttEr Guard
Offer good through April 30, 2019

217-276-4527

Jon McNurlan

casey, iL

ter time to explore smart home
solutions that can enhance
your home’s security and help
provide peace of mind.”
Article used with permission from StatePoint Media.

DIY

Continued from page 7
indicate excessive brake wear
or a leak somewhere in the
system. Unless you are certified to repair brake systems,
you should take the vehicle to
someone who is. This function
of the vehicle is too important
to not be overseen by a professional.
Check all the belts and
hoses. Winter could have
damaged these parts. Replace any fraying belts or
bulging hoses.
Being a do-it-yourselfer
can be rewarding and save
you money. But keep in mind
that your vehicle is one of the
most expensive things you
own. It can also be dangerous
if not properly maintained. Do
your best to do it yourself, but
consult a professional if you’re
not sure what you are doing.

At Scotty’s Lawn Care,“We care about your lawn!”
MoWIng

LAndSCApIng

Residential or Commercial
Ask us about Spring Cleanup!
Large or Small - we can mow them all!
Slit Seeding, Core Aeration
FREE ESTIMATES!
Lawn Rolling, new Lawn Installation
Check our prices and compare!
Lawn Renovation, drain Tile Installation
Stump grinding, Bush Hog Work

We’re celebrating our
34th season serving all
of your lawn care needs!

LAWn CARE
AppLICATIonS
Spraying (weeds), Fertilizing,
grub & Crab grass Control

Stephen “Scotty” Johnson
started providing lawn
care services professionally
in 1986 and incorporated
the business in 1989.
Scotty and his wife Lila
invite you to call today for
your free estimate!

Your full service lawn & landscape provider serving east central Illinois since 1986.

Scotty’s Lawn Care, Inc.  Casey, IL  (217) 932-5364

