Yesterday, 50th anniversary of the Apollo moon landing. Do you realize you have more computing power in your pocket than what they had to go to the moon. Times ever changing. One thing never changes. The only thing necessary, Jesus says. See what’s happening there. Greatest is not in serving Him, but receiving, being served by Him. To sit at Jesus feet and listen and learn. And after you have listen and learned from Him, you need to listen and learn from Him. And when that’s done. You need to go and listen and learn from Him. It’s like, exactly like, the greater portion, to be here. The One thing necessary is… Him, His Presence, His preaching, His works. That takes place here, for you to be as Mary at the feet of Jesus, the greater portion, to listen and learn, and receive from Him, to be with Him.
   Second only to the Bible, the oldest, continuously published book in the history of the world, is: Der Kleine Katechismus. The small catechism of Dr. Luther. 490 years ago. Of course the Catechism, all Scripture. He stated how we must always remain a pupil of God’s Word, the Catechism. He writes, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   I beg such lazy sloths (that’s some of you) or presumptuous saints (yea, that’s the rest of you) to be persuaded and believe for God's sake that they are not so learned, or such great theologians as they imagine; and never presume they have finished learning this Catechism, or know it well enough, even though they think that they know it ever so well.   He continues… I will never learn the catechism well enough (this is Luther), only a fool thinks they have. You can state you know God’s Word, the Catechism well enough, only after you have been taught by the prophets and apostles for a thousand year, then you are done.
Oh, what mad, senseless fools are we that, while we must ever live and dwell among such mighty enemies as the devils are, we nevertheless despise our weapons and defense (God’s Word, Catechism), and are too lazy to look at or think of them!
  Maybe Mary recognized the gravity of Jesus conversation, what it meant for her and the rest of mankind. Maybe she was holding God’s Word sacred and gladly hearing and learning it. If so, this is where we stand convicted. 
   Due to the devil, the world, our own sinful nature, we have to struggle to remember the One thing necessary. As Jesus says, not just to Martha, but to each of you, you are anxious and troubled about many things but One thing is necessary. it is constant effort. How often absent-minded prayers, half-hearted devotions do we contemplate; our minds are off on something else. It’s a result of sin; there’s no excuse. You make the devil delight that you don’t have time with your family, or talk about the One thing necessary. There is no reason why we should be too busy, too tired, too hungry, or too preoccupied to meditate upon our Lord’s word, to talk about this one thing necessary in our daily lives. But your sin does not stop your loving Father from working on you. He will not stop. The flesh is weak. But thank God the spirit is willing. God imputes His Spirit in us through the Word, through the Sacraments.
   We have the testimonies of the patriarchs and prophets (there), apostles (there). A God that preserved His sure Word in Scriptures for your comfort, for the giving of His Holy Spirit, for the strengthening of your faith.
   While still weighed down with the weaknesses of sin and your flesh, you are anxious and troubled over many things.  Anxious over work, troubles at home, troubles with loved ones, anxious in your own mind, troubled over your health, you are anxious and troubled over many things. Stop!  Here is One thing necessary. Even though you struggle to stay focused on the one thing necessary, the Lord is constantly strengthening your faith by His Word and Sacraments. 
  Jesus says, Come, sit at my feet and learn and listen, the greater portion. What you are doing now.
   111 years in this area. 11 years as Risen Savior. It’s all by gift. All His works. All by God’s grace that you and I are here. That our fathers and mothers who served, sacrificed, suffered, even died that we can call ourselves Christians, Lutherans.. Thanks be to God, He has preserved His Word, His presence in this place. The One thing necessary can still be received. That this places continues to be a place of His unchanging truth, His unchanging Word. Where the Sacraments He instituted, commanded continue to literally join the One to His people. That the gates of hell cannot prevail against this place or His people. Not ever. May God ever preserve this place until He comes again. That today and tomorrow, people will come here, sinners, the likes of you, to come here to bask in His forgiveness and gifts. Dwell as heaven and earth come together as in no other way on earth- giving you the One things necessary. Himself. at the feet of Jesus, to listen and learn, receive from Him. His presence. His works. Happening right here.
   Technology quickly changing, our culture, nation ever growing hostile to God’s truth. Things changing so much, so fast. One thing does not: the one thing necessary for you.
   And He has you, has given Himself to you. So whatever happens today, tomorrow, the next day - how mighty the evil one seems, how much the world hates you, how much you struggle against your own flesh, anxious, trouble - you are safe. Nothing can truly harm you. Safe in His hands. Safe at His feet. Safe in His courts here. You have the One thing necessary.
