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Imagine Schools 

Third Grade 

Top Ten Fun Summer Reads 

1. A River of Words: The Story of William  

Carlos Williams by Jen Bryant  

2. Casey at the Bat: A Ballad of the Republic 

 Sung in the Year 1888 by Ernest L. Thayer 

3. Diary of a Spider by Doreen Cronin  

4. Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman  

5. Babymouse #1: Queen of the World!  

by Jennifer Holm & Matthew Holm 

6. Squish #1: Super Amoeba  

by Jennifer L. Holm & Matt Holm 

7. The Mad Potter: George E. Ohr, Eccentric  

Genius by Jan Greenberg & Sandra Jordan 

8. Nelson Mandela by Kadir Nelson 

9. The Cobweb Confession 

 (Third-Grade Detectives) by George E. Stanley 

10. Laugh-Out-Loud Jokes by Rob Elliott  
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TIPS
Read about it, talk about it, and think about it! Find ways for your child 
to build understanding, the ultimate goal of learning how to read. The tips
below offer some fun ways you can help your child become a happy 
and confident reader. Try a new tip each week. See what works best for 
your child.

■ Make books special.
Turn reading into something special. Take your 
kids to the library, help them get their own library 
card, read with them, and buy them books 
as gifts. Have a favorite place for books in your
home or, even better, put books everywhere.  

■ Get them to read another one.
Find ways to encourage your child to pick up
another book. Introduce him or her to a series
like The Boxcar Children or The Magic Tree House 
or to a second book by a favorite author, or ask
the librarian for additional suggestions.

■ Crack open the dictionary.
Let your child see you use a dictionary. Say,
“Hmm, I’m not sure what that word means…
I think I’ll look it up.”

■ Talk about what you see and do.
Talk about everyday activities to build your
child’s background knowledge, which is crucial
to listening and reading comprehension. 
Keep up a running patter, for example, while
cooking together, visiting somewhere new, 
or after watching a TV show.

■ First drafts are rough.

Encourage your child when writing. Remind 
him or her that writing involves several steps. 
No one does it perfectly the first time.

■ Different strokes for different folks.
Read different types of books to expose your
child to different types of writing. Some kids,
especially boys, prefer nonfiction books.

■ Teach your child some “mind tricks”.
Show your child how to summarize a story in 
a few sentences or how to make predictions
about what might happen next. Both strategies
help a child comprehend and remember.

■ “Are we there yet?”
Use the time spent in the car or bus for wordplay.
Talk about how jam means something you put
on toast as well as cars stuck in traffic. How
many other homonyms can your child think of?
When kids are highly familiar with the meaning
of a word, they have less difficulty reading it.

Visit www.ReadingRockets.org for more information on 
how you can launch a child into a bright future through reading.

for parents of

Third Graders

Reading Rockets is a project of public television station WETA, and is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs.



Imagine Schools 

Fourth Grade 

Top Ten Fun Summer Reads 

1. Zita the Spacegirl by Ben Hatke

2. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (Graphic Novel)

by Eric Shanower and L Frank Baum 

3. Magic Pickle by Scott Morst

4. Bunnicula:  A Rabbit Tale Mystery 
by James and Deborah Howe 

5. How to Eat Fried Worms  by Thomas Rothwell

6. Knucklehead: Tall Tales & Mostly 
True Stories About Growing Up Scieszka 

by Jon Scieszka 

7. No Talking by Andrew Clements

8. Adventures in Cartooning: How to Turn 
Your Doodles into Comics by James Sturm, 

Andrew Arnold, and Alexis Frederick-Frost 

9. The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill

10. Knights of the Lunch Table: No. 1 (The

Dodgeball Chronicles) by Frank Cammuso 



Imagine Schools 
Fifth Grade 

Top Ten Fun Summer Reads 
1 . Yotsuba & ! by Kiohiko
2. Muhammad Al i :  Champion of the World 

by Jonah Winter 
3. Basebal l in Apri l  and Other Stories 

by Gary Soto 
4. Smile by Raina Tegemeier
5. Stanford Wong Flunks Big-Time by Lisa Yee
6. Wild Girl by Patricia Rei l ly Giff
7.  Mummies: Dried, Tanned, Sealed, Drained, Frozen, 

Embalmed, Stuffed, Wrapped, and Smoked.. .and 
We're Dead Serious (National Geographic Kids) 
by Christopher Sloan 

8. What Do Fish Have to Do With Anything? by Avi
9. The Story of Bui ldings: From the Pyramids 

to the Sydney Opera House and Beyond 
by Patrick Di l lon 

10. The Meaning of Maggie by Megan JeanSovern
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