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When viewing a home for sale, many buyers look at the property from a
“macro” perspective. They ask themselves questions like: “Is it large
enough?”; “Are there enough bedrooms?”; “Is it in a nice neighborhood?”
While those questions are important, it also pays to consider a potential
new home from a “micro” perspective.
Here are some things to consider:
•

Living room and family room. Are they large enough to fit all the
furniture? Are the rooms conducive to family get-togethers and entertaining? Do you need a separate living room and family room?

•

Kitchen. Is it important to have enough space to eat comfortably in
the kitchen as well as the dining room? Does the kitchen have all the
cupboard and other storage space you need? Will your fridge fit?

•

Bathroom. Is the main floor bathroom uncomfortably small? Does the
ensuite bathroom have all the features you desire, such as a large tub
and/or separate shower? Do you need double sinks?

•

Bedrooms. Is the master bedroom large enough to fit the bed and
other furniture? Does it have the closet space you need? Are the other bedrooms large enough for your needs? (It’s a good idea to get the
measurements of these rooms as it can be difficult to judge measurements during a viewing.)

•

Storage space. This is particularly important if you’re shopping for a
condo. Does the storage space or locker have the space you need?

•

Closets. Are there enough closets for your needs? Is there a linen
closet?

•

Garage. Homeowners use the garage for more than just cars. If you
plan to use this space for storage or hobbies, check that the garage
will be suitable for those purposes.

Want more tips on selecting your next dream home? Go to
www.SearchForMarylandHome.com!

First Time Home Buyer Program!

Are you thinking of buying a home in 2018? We are starting our
2018 First Time Home Buying Jump-Start Program NOW! We’ve
helped 27 people get into their first homes last quarter. Don’t
miss out and let’s get you into YOUR new home in 2018!
The time to start preparing is NOW!
Contact Me Right Away To Get Started
Dan Flavin - 410-935-3528 Dan@1ATMC.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MarylandRealEstateProfessionals

4 Ways Having an Agent Beats
Selling Solo
While selling your sofa or lawnmower on your
own doesn't take a lot of sales skill, working with
a professional real estate agent will help you get
the most money in the shortest time when selling
your home. Here are some of the top reasons I
can help.
1. Increase your profit
Many people think they'll make more money if
they avoid paying an agent a commission and
instead handle their own home sale, but the statistics show otherwise. According to the National
Association of Realtors, selling with an agent
brings in a higher profit, enough to cover the commission and then some. For one thing, I have the
experience and tools to price your home appropriately. Studies show that homes priced correctly
when they first hit the market sell faster, and for a
better price, than those that linger with a decreasing price tag.

2. Save you time
While it may take just moments to upload a
Craigslist ad, handling prospective buyers, inspectors, and appraisers can suck up your time.
From screening out unqualified buyers to helping
you prepare your home for inspections, I can help
drive the process more efficiently.

Quotes:
“Happiness depends upon ourselves.”
Aristotle
“Change your thoughts and you change
your world.”
Norman Vincent Peale
“Mistakes are the portals of discovery.”
James Joyce

3. Make a better deal
You might be proud of your poker face, but are
you really a savvy enough negotiator to put one of
the biggest deals of your life on the line? As most
buyers use a buyer's agent, you'll probably be
going toe-to-toe with a professional negotiator.
When you list your house with me, you not only
get their marketing power and connections, but
you get a pro negotiator advocating for you during
the initial offer, the counter offer, and the postoffer period, which includes inspections and requests for concessions.
4. Lower your risk
The potential for making mistakes (with potential
legal ramifications) among the reams of paperwork involved in a home sale is huge. I don’t want
that to happen. I know how to do things right.
If you’re thinking of selling your home, I’d be happy to help. I'll work to get the most money for your
home. You can find my information below. Call,
text, message, or shoot me an email. I look forward to hearing from you.

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com

MDREPros Hot List For January 2018

4 Tips for Creating a Home Gym
With Limited Space
There's no need for an expensive gym membership
or high-tech equipment to slim down this year. Here
are a few suggestions for creating a home gym,
even in a small space:
•

Designate a space - Regardless of whether
your workout space is an entire room or just the
width of a yoga mat, take steps to separate it
from the rest of your living area. Experts agree
a dedicated space helps keep you motivated. A
room divider can help separate your equipment
from the rest of your life — and prevent it from
becoming a drying rack for your laundry.

•

Admire and inspire - A $10 mirror can make all
the difference when it comes to checking your
alignment and preventing injury. It can also give
you a way to check your progress, or keep an
eye on those love handles for extra motivation.

•

Equip yourself wisely - If you're short on space,
you can find treadmills, rowers, TRX machines,
and even bikes in fold-and-stash options. Adjustable weight sets take up a fraction of the
space of a whole set of dumbbells. And a chinup bar across a doorway hogs no floor space at
all.

•

Turn the music up - An upbeat playlist can be a
huge motivator for going the extra mile. Install
speakers in your workout space, or find portable ones that can link to your phone.

Want to find a home with enough space to
workout? I’ll help you find a home that will help you
meet your goals. Give me a call, shoot me a text, or
send me an email. My information is below.
Mark Hewitson
301-418-8640.
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

Home A Home Your Struggling To Sell? We Specialize In Difficult To Sell Homes - www.MDExpired.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS
How Can You Improve Your
Financial Fitness This Year?
If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to get
healthier, you may already be taking the
necessary steps, such as improving your diet and increasing your
exercise. Of course, physical fitness is important to your well-being
– but, at the same time, don’t forget about your financial fitness.
Specifically, what can you do to ensure your investment situation
is in good shape?
Here are a few “healthy living” suggestions that may also
apply to your investment portfolio:
• Build endurance – Just as exercise can help build your
endurance for the demands of a long life, a vigorous investment
strategy can help you work toward your long-term goals, such as a
comfortable retirement. In practical terms, this means you will
need to own some investments with the potential to provide longterm growth. These are the investments that, ideally, you can hold
on to for decades and eventually reap the benefits of capital
appreciation. Of course, growth-oriented investments, such as
most types of stocks, will rise and fall in value over the short term,
and there’s no guarantee of profits, or even preserving principal.
But if you choose wisely, and you’ve got the patience and
discipline to hold on to your investments through the market’s ups
and downs, you may well be rewarded.
• Maintain an ideal “weight” – You can help yourself stay
healthy by maintaining your ideal weight. This can be challenging
– as you know from the recently finished holiday season, it’s easy
to put on a few extra pounds. And, just as inadvertently, your
portfolio can tack on some unneeded weight, too, in the form of
redundant investments. Over time, you may have picked up too
many similar investment vehicles, resulting in an
overconcentration, or “flabbiness,” that can work against you,
especially when a market downturn affects the asset class in
which you’re overloaded. So, you might be better off liquidating
some of your duplicate, or near-duplicate, investments, and using
the proceeds to help broaden your investment mix.
• Get proper rest – Many studies have shown that we need
adequate rest to stay alert and healthy. In your life, you’ve
probably already found that if you over-tax your body, you pay a
price in your overall well-being. If you look at your investment
portfolio as a living entity – which, in a way, it is, as it certainly
provides life to your goals and aspirations – then you can see that
it, too, can be weakened by stress. And one of the main stress
factors is excessive trading. If you’re constantly buying and selling
investments in an attempt to boost your returns, you may rack up
hefty fees, commissions and taxes – and still not really get the
results you wanted. Plus, if you’re frequently moving in and out of
different investments, you’ll find it hard to follow a unified,
long-term strategy. So, confine your trading to those moves that
are really essential – and give your portfolio a rest.
To enjoy your life fully, you’ll want to take care of your
physical and financial health – and, as it turns out, you can make
similar types of moves to help yourself in both areas.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

The Lighter Side Of Life!
"Patient: Doctor, my wooden leg
is giving me a lot of pain.
Doctor: Why is that?
Patient: My wife keeps hitting me
over the head with it!
***********************************
"A state trooper pulls over a
pickup
and says to the driver, "Got any
I.D.?"
The driver replies, "Bout whut?"
***********************************
I went to a club and
showed my ID and a
wheel off my car.
The doorman asked
why I said, "Thr radio said
you were checking ID's and a
tire."
***********************************
Recently while attending a dinner
party, by way of conversation, the
guest seated beside me asked,
"Do you stir your coffee with your
right hand or your left?" "My right
hand," I replied. "Interesting, indeed," responded the stranger, "I
stir mine with a spoon!"

THANK YOU for reading my
Service For Life!® personal
newsletter. I wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable
to you. Your constructive
feedback is always welcome.

AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just
want to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

Before You Make An Offer,
Here Are 4 Tips For Success!
So, you’ve been searching for that perfect house
to call a ‘home,’ and you finally found it! The price
is right, and in such a competitive market, you
want to make sure that you make a good offer so
that you can guarantee that your dream of making
this house yours comes true!
1. Understand How Much You Can Afford - “While it’s not nearly as
fun as house hunting, fully understanding your finances is critical in
making an offer.” This ‘tip’ or ‘step’ should really take place before you
start your home search process. Getting pre-approved is one of many
steps that will show home sellers that you are serious about buying, and
will allow you to make your offer with the confidence of knowing that you
have already been approved for a mortgage for that amount.
2. Act Fast - “Even though there are fewer investors, the inventory of
homes for sale is also low and competition for housing continues to heat
up in many parts of the country.” Buyer demand has continued to
outpace the supply of homes for sale, causing buyers to compete with
each other for their dream homes. Make sure that as soon as you
decide that you want to make an offer, you work with your agent to
present it as soon as possible.
3. Make a Solid Offer - Freddie Mac offers this advice to help make
your offer the strongest it can be: “Your strongest offer will be
comparable with other sales and listings in the neighborhood. A
licensed real estate agent active in the neighborhoods you are
considering will be instrumental in helping you put in a solid offer based
on their experience and other key considerations such as recent sales
of similar homes, the condition of the house and what you can afford.”
Talk with your agent to find out if there are any ways that you can make
your offer stand out in this competitive market!
4. Be Prepared to Negotiate - “It’s likely that you’ll get at least one
counteroffer from the sellers so be prepared. The two things most likely
to be negotiated are the selling price and closing date. Given that, you’ll
be glad you did your homework first to understand how much you can
afford. Your agent will also be key in the negotiation process, giving
you guidance on the counteroffer and making sure that the agreed-to
contract terms are met.” If your offer is approved, Freddie Mac urges
you to “always get an independent home inspection, so you know the
true condition of the home.” If the inspector uncovers undisclosed
problems or issues, you can discuss any repairs that may need to be
made with the seller, or cancel the contract.
Bottom Line
Whether you’re buying your first home or your fifth, having a local
professional on your side who is an expert in their market is your best
bet in making sure the process goes smoothly. Happy House Hunting!
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker,
1st Financial, NMLS 112247,
3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com
410-935-3528

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Things to Check During the Weeks After Moving Day
When you purchase a new home, the most exciting day is closing day. That’s the day you take possession
of the property and, in most cases, move in. But the process isn’t necessarily over. There are still some
important details to take care of in the weeks and months after the move.
For example, it’s a good idea to make sure you’re getting all your mail. Ideally, you will have made arrangements with the post office prior to your move to have your mail redirected to your new address.
However, that service will eventually expire. Here’s a tip: Introduce yourself to the new owners of your old
property.
Ask them if they wouldn’t mind holding any of your mail that has been inadvertently delivered to them and
you’ll make arrangements to stop by periodically to pick it up. Chances are, they won’t mind.
Also in the weeks after the move, you should take care of any repairs or other maintenance issues that were
identified before you purchased the home.
In the busy days leading up to moving day and in the excitement of settling in, these issues are easy to forget. You don’t want them to become bigger issues later on.

Friends Of Maryland Real Estate Professionals

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Don’t Forget Home Insurance
When you’re buying or selling a home, there are so many details to look after that it’s easy to miss
something. One thing you don’t want to forget is insurance.
Once your property has sold, you’ll need to contact your insurance company to let them know the date that
ownership of your property will be transferred (the “closing date”). They’ll arrange to cancel your insurance
once you’re no longer the owner of that property.
If you’ll be taking possession of your new home, and leaving your current property vacant for a period of time,
you’ll need to make sure both properties are insured.
This may also apply to a condominium even if the unit is completely empty. (Contact your insurance company to ask about continuing liability coverage while discontinuing the insurance on contents.)
When you purchase a new home, don’t leave the insurance to the last minute.
Contact your insurance company right away. Make sure they are aware of all the features of the new home
that may reduce your premiums, such as alarms, and wired-in smoke detectors

Friends Of Maryland Real Estate Professionals

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Friends Of Maryland Real Estate Professionals
5 New Year's Pledges for Home Sellers
If you're thinking about selling your home in 2018, here
are some resolutions to help boost your chances of a
quick sale.
Repeat to yourself: "I pledge to…"
1. "Avoid drastic design changes" - Unless you’re
turning your bold color palette into a more neutral one,
it's best not to try to anticipate what buyers want in design and décor. The best way to freshen up your home
is to simplify and depersonalize, so potential buyers can
picture building their own lives there.
2. "Stop neglecting the dripping faucet" - This applies
to all those repairs you might view as minor but could
actually be a symptom of a larger problem. Addressing
things like leaks, poor ventilation and cracks in walls
helps avoid inspection surprises and eliminate buyer
thoughts of “what else might be wrong?”
3. "Price my home reasonably" - It's understandable
to think your home is worth more than the others on the
block – especially if you've invested in key upgrades and
remodels. And you might be right. But the only way to
truly know is to compare your home against recent sales
of similar homes in the area. I can help you reach a
competitive price that reflects what your home is worth
in the local real estate climate.
4. "Thin out the clutter" - When the For Sale sign goes
up, your home should be clutter-free. Toss or sell things
you don't want, and move the other clutter to storage.
Types of items to remove include knick-knacks, clothes
overflowing from the closets and family photos. Jampacked closets give the impression that storage is limited even if that's not the case.
5. "Clean like I've never cleaned before" - Think about
under, behind, around and between. It's easy to focus
on cleaning the major surfaces, high-traffic areas and
visible areas. But what about the dust on top of the refrigerator? How about the slats in the window blinds?
Did you notice the cobwebs behind the guest-room
door? Look high and low for the dirt, and remove it all.

If your New Year’s resolution involves buying or selling a
home, I can help. Reach out to me today and we can
work together on your 2018 real estate goals.
Find what your home should sell for, base on recent
sales of homes in your neighborhood. This is a completely customized valuation, not a computerized one
like the big sites.
Go to www.MDHomesValue.com

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

