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The Light on the Hill
A Message From Your Pastor July 2020
The COVID-19 virus continues to puzzle and perplex and its unpredictable spread breeds growing
frustration and fear in our land. This July 4 th will not seem “normal” and the future of our nation looks uncertain and a bit scary. As your pastor, I am compelled to use this space to offer a few sobering observations and
conclude with a word of hope. I thank you for your continued prayers, cooperation, and support of NCBC
since all this began in March.
Increasingly, we are seeing that the COVID virus is not short term. What we thought would only last
for weeks, is dragging on for months. Much stock is being placed on the development of a vaccine as the only
thing that will effectively stop the spread. However, we know that vaccines take time to develop and it could
easily be sometime in 2021 before an approved vaccine is available in mass quantities. Even then, we know
that with the vaccine for the common flu, many people will not take it, and sometimes the vaccine’s effectiveness is diminished when a new strain comes out. If vaccines were 100% effective, we wouldn’t have a flu
season ever again. The heat of summer has done nothing to stem the spread of COVID and we can expect that
it could well be more severe once the traditional cold and flu season returns later this year. If that is the case,
then we need to prepare ourselves for some long-term realties as a church. I cannot see into the future nor do I
claim to be a prophet. But as I see the potential for these things on the horizon, I feel it is my duty as pastor to
help us begin thinking through these very real possibilities for the remainder of 2020. I would love nothing
more than for things to quickly return to pre-Covid life. But that is looking less likely. We must accept that
and adapt.
In Genesis 41, God gave Joseph a dream about 7 years of plenty and 7 years of famine. God used
Joseph to help prepare in the years of abundance so that the people of Egypt were able to survive the years of
famine. Could it be that we are facing our own year(s) of spiritual, emotional, and financial famine due to
Covid-19? I don’t know. However, I do know that what enabled those people to survive the 7 years of famine
was the fact that Joseph helped them to be prepared. I want to share some things that I pray will help us prepare for the possible effects of this virus. I present these not as certainties but rather as possibilities on the
horizon.
1) The church may likely get smaller. The days of coming to a packed sanctuary are not likely to return for a
long time, if ever again. The marginal, lukewarm Christians will likely fall away, because it is no longer convenient or practical to be a committed disciple of Jesus Christ. The wheat will be separated from the chaff.
Many will conclude that they don’t need weekly worship to live a comfortable life.
2) Some of our senior adults and others with chronic health issues may never be able to return to large group
settings. We will have to find new ways to maintain connection with these beloved members of our family of
faith and minister to them.
3) Visitors will be sparser and more sporadic. Inviting people to large group activities will probably not be as
effective as before. Getting people into the church building will be challenging as long as fear and unpredictability about the virus persists. We must find new ways to connect with the unchurched.
4) Church meals and fellowship opportunities may become less frequent—at least inside the building.
5) We must discover a streamlined ministry focus with less activities but greater emphasis on the mission.
This will also necessitate efficient use of our financial resources.
6) New models of schooling will be necessary depending upon the level of skepticism in sending children/
youth back to large public schools. How can our church help in the process of home schooling and other
alternative educational models?
7) Increased emphasis on virtual/online ministry and small groups & personal connections. It will be less
about coming to the building and more about taking ministry to the people where they are.
8) Creativity, flexibility, and adaptability will be absolutely necessary. There will be far less long-term
strategic planning (3-5 years) and much more short-term practical visioning (3-5 months).
Just as God brought Egypt through the famine because of the diligent stewardship of those who chose
to heed his voice, God will also bring us through this time, however long it persists. Like Joseph, we must
prepare and we must courageously obey the voice of God. What we face on the other side of COVID is going
to be very different than what we are used to. Like a Hurricane reshapes the coastline and moves inlets, we
will have to move and adapt to a new day for God’s Church.
Continued on Page 2

Along with these sobering realities, there remains much to be hopeful about at NCBC.
For all who may fall away, there will be many who remain as dedicated as ever. Our financial
giving is strong. Our Family Life Center is underway and will bring a whole new dimension to
our ministry. We are reaching young people for Christ as evidenced by the large number of
graduates this past Sunday. We will continue to see our church grow as people move from
larger metropolitan areas to suburban communities like ours. In the midst of such turbulent
times—people need the Lord. The ministry of the Light on the Hill is as needed as ever before.
Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 that the gates of Hell would not prevail against his church
because the Church is founded on the cornerstone of Christ. Years of famine may come. A
difficult and strange season may continue to lie ahead. But my faith tells me that God will not
only allow us to survive, but he will bless us to thrive. We’ve read the book and we know how
the story ends—Victory in Jesus!
I may be totally off base in these observations, but my experience and my gut tell me
that at least some of these things are very likely to become realities. Will we be prepared?
Will we obey God? We cannot stick our head in the sand or live in denial. We must remind
ourselves that with faith as small as a mustard seed, God can still move obstacles as large as
mountains! As long as Jesus is the light that shines here at the Light on the Hill, the darkness
will not overcome or extinguish. His light will endure throughout eternity!
Blessings,
Pastor Chris
Quarterly Church Conference will be in the sanctuary on
Wednesday, July 1st at 7pm. There will not be a fellowship meal
before the conference. An important matter of business will be
taken up at the conference: Proposed Job Description, Title,
and Compensation Package for Rev. Christian Justice
(Minister of Youth).

Summer Worship Schedule:
We will continue with a two service model (9am and 11am) inside our sanctuary with sanitizing
and social distancing procedures.
We will not resume full Sunday School until September. Leonard Johnson will continue to
lead Sunday School in the fellowship hall at 10am each Sunday which is also available via Zoom.

We will celebrate The
Lord’s Supper on
Sunday, July 5th and
reflect upon the death,
resurrection, and the
hope of our Savior’s
return. Please bring
your own communion elements of
bread and juice.

July
1
1
3
4
4
5
7
8
8
9
10
11
13
16
17
19
27
27
27
28
29

Trevor Starcher
Tanda Young
Matthew Reid
Cindy Strickland
Leslie Tyson
Megan Keith
Faye Johnson
Ray Pifer
Amber Dorman
Timothy Price
Dustin Prince
Greg Adams
Emily Denning
Jacob Locklear
Devin Hocutt
Caleb Denning
Roy Strickland
Theresa McLeod
Presleigh A. Prince
Alaina McCoy
Brian Young

What the world needs now is love…
How does the Bible define love?
“Love is patient, love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; is it not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things. Love never ends…” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
How did Jesus tell us to love?
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:30-31
“In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.” Matthew 7:12
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…For if you love only those who love you, what reward do
you have? Do not even sinners do the same?” Matthew 5:44, 46
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23
“We love because Christ has first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
“Those who say, ‘I love God’ yet hate their brothers and sisters, are liars….The commandment we have from God is this: those who love
God must love their brothers and sisters also.” 1 John 4:20-21
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this, every
one will know you are my disciples if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35
Does the world know we are disciples of Jesus in these days? Is our love-in-action evidence that we are authentic disciples and more
than just Christians in name only? Is love evident in what I post on social media? Is love evident in how I treat others with whom I
disagree? Is love evident in my politics and passionate personal beliefs? Is the ministry of church I’m connected to, one of love? If I’m
honest with myself, have I been displaying love in my attitude and actions lately? If not, I challenge you to make a change!
What the world needs now is love!

The Buzz on
Children’s
Ministry

We are working hard on
memorizing scripture and
learning how to apply God’s
word in our own lives.
Please, continue to encourage our children in their
own personal walk of faith.

Join us for Children’s Church during the 11 o’clock service.
We will have a hand sanitizing station and practice safe distancing, if you have
any questions or concerns, as always, please feel free to contact Mrs.Nikki.

Update regarding VBS:
Thank you for your responses and feedback regarding VBS. We understand that many
are not comfortable with their families in a large group gathering such as VBS at this
point and many have indicated that they would be interested in attending something in
October/Fall.
If you feel led to help or be a
part of our Children’s
Ministry please let me

We are continuing to
learn and grow as
Disciples in Training.
Learning to use our
BIBLES and how to apply
HIS word in our lives.
Learning where and how
we can SERVE!

With this taken into consideration we will not have our traditional VBS in July and tentatively plan to announce a VBS Camp Day or weekend this Fall.
Thank you for your understanding, flexibility and support during these times.

Wednesday July 8thCome have fun with bubbles! How many BUBBLES can you save??
Luke 12:13-21

We will meet at Jack Marley Park at 6:30pm at the covered tables near the
park. Bubbles and individual snacks will be provided, feel free to bring more.
I encourage all to come that feel comfortable, we will have plenty of room to
space out while enjoying a fun time of fellowship!

You are encouraged to look for emails and to check our Children’s
Ministry Facebook page for any updates, announcements or
changes.

NCBC Children’s Ministry

Blessings, Mrs. Nikki

A weekly devotional will be shared and we are continuing our
Books of the Bible memorizing challenge! Bible drills will begin
soon too!

brown080302@gmail.com

(910)514-7141

SCHEDULES FOR JULY 2020
DEACON OF THE WEEK SCHEDULE
Please contact the Deacon of the Week if there is an emergency
and you need assistance:
July 6
Howard Penny 910-891-8360
July 13 Richard Eason 910-624-6357
July 20 Kristen Sharp 501-831-8869
July 27 Carol Blalock 919-820-1184

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

FLOWER MINISTRY
The Lord’s Supper
Jason and Sarah Lemons
Tracy and Allison Stephenson
Bartley and Nancy Adams

Budget Information: Offering 6/28/20
General Fund Offerings - $8,905.00
Family Life Center – $1,425.00
Total contributions for Family Life
Center - $291,076.86
June 2020 General Fund Contributions $23,324.00
June 2019 General Fund Contributions
(5 weeks) - $28,319.00
Ladles of Love Soup Kitchen is located at 301 N.
Main Street in Lillington 27546. Ladles of Love will
receive donations at this mailing address and there is a
Go-Fund-Me account for online giving. Website:
www.ladlesofloveharnett.com For more information
please contact Larry Alexander at 910-336-825l.
Email Address: info@ladlesofloveharnett.com.
Parking at NCBC: Construction materials are now on site
for the building of our Family Life Center. As a result, we
ask that you please park on the north side (HWY 210) of the
Sanctuary. As much as possible, let's avoid the south side of
the parking lot where construction materials have been
placed. This will help ensure our safety! Thanks for your
cooperation.
We rejoice with Robert and Edie Wood who celebrated their
51th Wedding Anniversary on June 29th.

Neill’s Creek Baptist Church 2020 Graduates

TAPE MINISTRY
July 5 Sandra Strickland
July 19 Shirley Johnson
July 12 Judith O’Quinn
July 26 Susan Stewart
USHERS
*Timothy Johnson
Mark Blalock
Jay Locklear
David Johnson
Bartley Adams
* Team Leader
Usher Coordinators are:
Timothy Johnson (h) 910-893-6155
Ken Edwards (h) 919-842-6080

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of:
Steven Blalock (brother of Mark Blalock) who
passed away on 6/3.

Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill – Economics and Political Science
“We will remember you for your continual leadership and commitment to excellence.”

Kyle Bradleigh Mason
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Central Carolina Community College, NCSU – Welding, Computer Integrated Machining,
Civil Engineering
“We will remember you for your gentle spirit and cowboy hat.”

Eric Paul Johnson
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Central Carolina Community College – Welding
“We will remember you for your love of the outdoors and working with your hands.”

Roddric Lee Scott

Linwood Holland (Father of Lynn Johnson*) who
passed away on 6/21.

Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Coastal Carolina Community College - Welding

Sylvia Austin who passed away on 6/28.

“We will remember you for your humorous personality and persevering spirit.”
Caleb Webster Denning

Thank You Note: Hello Friends – Thank you for
the party. We loved it and so did the neighbors!
We are taking the signs to Louisiana to remind us
of you all! The balloons are still billowing in the
breeze except one has escaped. Maybe that one
has gone to be with my Dad. Thank you again
and again! We’ll send some pictures later in the
summer. Come to visit when you can!
Love, Love, Love, Ray and Carol Pifer

Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Central Carolina Community College, NC State – Elementary Education

“We will remember you for your dedication, joy in singing, and loving heart.”
Everett Blake IV
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: NC State University – Mechanical Engineering

“We will remember you for your competitive drive and winning mentality.”
Leanne Jordyn Hendley
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Appalachian State University – Psychology and Biology

“We will remember you for your astute intelligence and caring spirit.”
Youth News July 2020
Important dates and events for Youth (all are
subject to change, if necessary):
Youth each Wednesday night, unless otherwise noted - Check Remind for where and
when
Pool Party - July 19th

We rejoice with Dustin and Leilani Maybin on the birth
of their son Knox Samuel Maybin on 6/30/20 8lbs 5oz.

Andrew Clark Adams

Day at the Beach - July 25th
Slip-N-Slide Kickball vs. other youth groups
- TBA
Senior Send-Off (Seniors only) - August 1st
Camping Trip - August 7-8th OR 14-15th

Abigail Parrish Ellington
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: Campbell University – Nursing

“We will remember you for your love of cheering and kindness.”
Caleb Thomas Davis
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans: University of South Carolina – Marketing

“We will remember your fashionable clothing style and missional lifestyle.”
Jacob Riley Locklear
Harnett Central High School
Future Plans - Wake Technical Community College, NC State – Engineering

“We will remember you for your charisma and passion for life.”
Savanah Brooks McLean
NC State University – Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with concentration in Law and Justice, Minor in
Business Administration
Future Plans - Law School, 2021

“We will remember you for your drive to succeed and your leadership abilities.”

Neill’s Creek Baptist Church
Sunday

.

Calendar of Events

Monday

Tuesday

.

Wednesday

July

1 Thursday

__2 Friday

2020
3 Saturday

4

5:00 Church Staff Meeting
6:00pm. No Fellowship dinner
7:00pm.. Quarterly Church Conf.

Independence Day

Tanda Young
Trevor Starcher
Matthew Reid

Tanda Young

Sunday

5 Monday

6 Tuesday

7

9:00 am & l1:00am:Morning Worship—
Lord’s Supper
10:00am..Sunday School

Wednesday

8

Thursday

9 Friday

Cindy Strickland
Leslie Tyson

10 Saturday

11

.

No Children/Adult Bible Study

6:30pm Children will meet at covered
tables—Jack Marley Park
Amber Dorman
Ray Pifer

Megan Keith

Sunday

Faye Johnson

12 Monday

13 Tuesday

Timothy Price

14

9:00 am & l1:00am:Morning Worship
10:00am..Sunday School

Wednesday

15 Thursday

16 Friday

Greg Adams

17

Saturday

23 Friday

24

Saturday

19 Monday

30 Friday

31

Jacob Locklear

20

Tuesday

21 Wednesday

9:00am & l1:00am:Morning Worship
10:00am..Sunday School
5:00pm - Diaconate Meeting

22 Thursday

Devin Hocutt

No Children/Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Articles Due

Caleb Denning

Sunday
9:00 am & l1:00am:Morning Worship
10:00am..Sunday School

18

No Children/Adult Bible Study

Emily Denning

Sunday

Dustin Prince

26

Eligible Members List for Deacon Election

Monday

28 Wednesday

27 Tuesday

Presleigh Ardyn Prince
Roy Strickland
Theresa McLeod

29

No Children/Adult Bible Study

Alaina McCoy

Brian Young

Thursday

Andy Bryan

25

