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May 2012

9 lyar - 10 Sivan

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Men’s Club
Game Ken Atlas
Night
7 p.m. Carol Steinbock
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sisterhood Erica Garrett &
Meeting Lag Ba-Omer Marc Bloom
10:30a.m.,
luncheon Medina Roy &
12:30 Bernie Ginsberg
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
KJCC Board Digital Pho- George Swartz &
Meeting tography Yardena Kamely
9 a.m. with Steve & Barbara
_ Barbara Smith,
Mother’s Day Knowles, Medina & Carl
6:30 p.m. Roy
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Medina Roy & Rabbi
Gloria Avner Agler
Yom 6:30 Service Torah
Yerushalayim Yizkor Service Learning
Service
Joan & Jim 10 a.m.
Boruszak
27 28 29 30 31
First Day | Second Day
of Shavuot | of Shavuot;
Women’s Names denote leaders of Friday services.
Discussion Italicized names are Oneg Sponsors. Services
are held every Friday evening.
Group 7 p.m.
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President’s Message
Stuart Sax

Late last month there was a
program held in Princeton,
New Jersey to re-unite the
Torah scrolls of Susice,
Czechoslovakia along with
survivor and guest of honor,
Hana Bruna who escaped
that small village. On the
surface it seemed like a very
wonderful tribute, but nu-
merous questions arose from
the organizers of the event
and our interaction with
them.

Firstly, the information
stated that this event was an
attempt to bring together the
ten to twelve scrolls of
Susice. Ten to twelve? We
were told there were three.
Thanks to the efforts of our
valued member and holo-
caust historian Dr. Steve
Smith and others, we were
able to sort out additional
details of the story.

The records indicate that
in the mid-1800s the popula-
tion of Susice was about 300
and it is estimated that there
were about 100 residents in
1930. It is believed that there
were several synagogues
within 50-100 miles when
the pogrom began and the
scroll from these communi-
ties were brought to Susice
for later transport to Prague.
When rescued, all of the
scrolls were cataloged as
being from Susice. There is
more to this story and Dr.
Smith is sorting the informa-
tion and, when completed,
we will print it in Chai Lights.

If you look at the calendar on
the opposite page it is clear to
see that there are fewer dates
with information listed in
them. Some would interpret
this to mean that we are slow-
ing down and heading into our
own version of a recession.

I choose to see this as an
opportunity especially for
those of us that are here to
endure the long, hot, and hu-
mid summer ahead. We may
not have all the extra-curricular
activities that we have “in sea-
son”, but we still have opportu-
nities. We will still gather each
Friday evening for Shabbat ser-
vices and then retire into the
social hall to share in an oneg
and spirited conversation. The
women will still gather for their
monthly discussion group. The
men (and even some women)
will play cards and socialize on
the first Wednesday, and Dave
Mont will continue to lead his
monthly kayaking expeditions.

Beginning this month, with
fewer planned events on our
calendars, we have a golden
opportunity to get together
socially outside of the syna-
gogue. Maybe see a movie to-
gether or meet at a local eatery
for a good meal and some
lively conversation. The sum-
mer months may be light activ-
ity wise, but they are what we
make them. The opportunities
are there, will you take advan-

tage of them? o
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Nosh

A Trip to Israel is Being Planned

Preliminary plans are being made for a KJCC
trip to Israel early summer 2013, probably in
June. Big deal, you say! People go to Israel all the
time! But wait. The tour guide and leader of this
trip will be none other than Rabbi Richard Agler.
He speaks fluent Hebrew, and has been leading
trips to Israel for years. Word is he’s pretty good
at this. He has a slew of contacts, both in the
travel industry and in places of special interest
for Diaspora Jews visiting, whether for the first
or the tenth time. This is not intended to be a
typical trip. Rabbi Agler says it will be customized
to the interests of the group that goes. He’s also
said that Bar or Bat Mitzvahs could be scheduled
as part of the trip; there’s already interest in that.

Early projections are that the trip will cost
approximately $3,500 per person, excluding air
fare. There needs to be at least a group of
twenty. Coordination from the KJCC end is be-
ing handled by Dave Mont (305-393-9883 or
moogoodave@yahoo.com). David Gitin (305-393
-4979 or ddgitin@gmail.com) knows the itinerary
and would be happy to share his experiences
with anyone considering the trip.

Sisterhood’s Last Meeting of the Season

Sunday, May 6th, will be the last Sisterhood
meeting of the season. As has become tradi-
tional, this meeting will not really be about busi-
ness, but will be basically a social occasion, allow-
ing everyone to offer their best wishes and good-
byes to those who leave the Keys for the sum-
mer. The meeting will begin at KJCC at 10:30
(note the new time), and then all will repair to
Bitton Bistro Café in Islamorada at 12:30 for a
wonderful luncheon, where your hosts will be
KJCC members Michel and Sylvie. (Well, okay,
there might be a minimal amount of Sisterhood
business conducted during the two hours.)
Contact Lauren with any questions or to put
yourself down as a definite.
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The 4th KJCC Tikkun Leil Shavuot

We at KJCC will count our 49th day of Omer
one day early this year, on Friday night the 25th
of May (so all can keep their Memorial Day
Weekend plans, having already celebrated
“Revelation,” the receiving of the Torah.)

As early (beginning at 6:30) services conclude,
we will close our eyes and imagine we are hear-
ing that wake-up call, the blowing of the shofar,
the deafening blasts of thunder and lightning as
the sound echoed down Mt. Sinai. (The rabbis
say all our souls were there.) Gathered around
the bimah, we will receive the Ten Command-
ments and then move to the Social Hall for a
“milchedicke” Oneg of cheesecake, blintzes, other
dairy treats, discussion, and learning. It is a spe-
cial night, our fourth annual observance of Tikkun
Leil Shavuot. We repair the mistakes our ances-
tors made the first night of Shavuot, when they
nearly missed the great gift of Torah by over-
sleeping. Save the date. (It is also our yearly op-
portunity to look over a list of all 613 mitzvot.)

-Gloria

The KJCC offers its deepest condolences to
Barney Coltman
and his family on the death of
Ellen Coltman

Rabbi Agler Service on May 26th

Rabbi Richard Agler will once again be here at
KJCC on Saturday, May 26th, beginning at 10
a.m., to lead another in his series of Torah Learn-
ing services. (For those who like to know such
things, the Torah portion that week will be
Bamidbar, which translates as “in the desert.” It’s
the first section of the Book of Numbers,)

For those who miss formality, we do open
our Holocaust Torah during the service. But the
real attraction is the ensuing discussion.




May Birthdays

I'st Jonathan Schenker
2nd Barney Coltman
4th Pamela G. Marmar
4th ..Ryan Curtis
5th Richard Palacino
7th Murray Rapoport
8th Kelley Greenman
8th Sidney Boruszak
9th ...Reid Schur
9th Rhett Curtis
I'l1th Richard Agler
[1th Sheila R. Steinberg
[ 288 Madelyn Ruby Pollack
[2th Nyan Feder
[2th Robert Silk
I3th Rose Marie Gordon
| 4th Bernie Ginsberg
[ 4th Eva Ban
| 4th John Temkin
| 4th Mark Burnett
[ 4th Medina Roy
I5th Paul R. Schur
I 7th Alex Shatz
I8th Andrea P. Silverman
|8th Jaime Boruszak
I9th Jonathon Hodgson
[9th Sylvie Coeurjoly
20th Rita Williams
2lst Tracey Greenberg
22nd Christian Strasser
22nd Sharon Repka
230 . Bianka Kirschenbaum
23rd Jenny Margulies
23rd Jules Seder
23rd Nettie Seder
25th Carolyn Kaufman
25th Matthew Birnbaum
25th...ccecneee Susan Schwaid
26th Randy Robins
278Nttt eaees Alan Beth
27th Jeffrey Pollack
27th.ienee Joan Boruszak
29th Liati Mayk
29th...ciinee Nancy Zinner
29th Robin Forman
30th...iienee Julie Burnett
3lst Mark E. Silverman
3lst Robert Sherman
3lst Wes Conklin

May Anniversaries

Years
2nd  Bennett & Deborah Beinfest..................... 22
4th  Alan & Susan Cooper........ccccoeceveueeueccuenncs 26

24th Alfred & Sue Ann Weihl........
29th Lawrence & Judith Weber..... =
30th Harold & Shelley Schenker......................... 19

Bemah Melodies

At his lunch-and-learn session on Sunday,
April Ist (what will surely go down in KJCC lore
as by far the busiest day anyone can remember),
Rabbi Agler talked a lot about flexibility in the
service, about local minhag (custom) being an
important component of how the service is
structured. Many prayers or songs have a variety
of melodies, and the ones each synagogue
chooses to use are up to them.

Except, he said laughing, there are two that
have to be sung a certain way, and we do both of
them, well, incorrectly. (He has a patent on the
Yiddish shrug.) The melody we use when lighting
the candles should only be used when lighting
Chanukah candles. And the melody we use for
the Barchu, the call to prayer, should actually
only be used for aliyahs at the Torah. Oops. Glo-
ria now has the correct melodies. She’ll be teach-
ing them to all of us, little by little.

Book Plates

In Honor of
Georgia Landau & Dave Mont’s
Marriage on 12/27/201 |
By Muriel & George Swartz

From Stuart & Lauren Sax
In Loving Memory of
Sam & Babe Sax
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One Rabbi Honors Another

For boring technical reasons, the only way to
get the photo on page 20 of the Center for Girls
in Nairobi, Kenya named after Talia Agler was to
go to the web site Rich and Mindy have set up.

what empowered me to raise such a wonderful
daughter, and these values are what gave her life
meaning and purpose. Why would | throw away
the very things that made her so special, just
because she was taken so prematurely and tragi-

Something posted there jumped out, which Rabbi
Agler has give us permission to reprint:
Rabbi Efrem Goldberg of Boca Raton Syna-

cally? Faith allowed me to raise a special daugh-
ter, and faith will guide me through the tragedy
of her death.” ”

gogue, which is Orthodox, went to pay a shiva
call on the Aglers after the death of their daugh-
ter Tali...

“...Rabbi Broide and | went to the Aglers’
home to simply communicate that we care, feel
their pain and pray for their comfort.

“The time we spent together, and the inspira-
tion Rabbi Broide and | received that day, were
remarkable. | asked Rabbi Agler how this tragedy
impacts his faith in the Almighty. As a rabbi, he
undoubtedly has spoken about bad things hap-
pening to good people, but now he had lived it.

“His answer blew me away. He said, ‘My Juda-

May Oneg Sponsors

May 4th: Carol Steinbock, in honor of
Mother’s Day.

May I Ith: Medina Roy and Bernie Ginsberg
in honor of their shared birthday.

May |8th: Steve & Barbara Smith in honor
of son-in-law Christian Strasser’s birthday,
and Medina & Carl Roy in honor of
Medina’s Mom Bianka’s 97th birthday.

May 25th: Jim & Joan Boruszak in honor of
Joan’s birthday.

ism, my relationship with God and my faith are

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

Sunshine Committee - If you know of any member who should receive a get-well, congratulations or condo-
lence card from KJCC, call Rene Rose, 305-852-3959.

Cemetery Information - If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve space at the Kendall
Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KJCC section. Call Bea Graham, 305-852-0214.

Picture Postcards - We have beautiful picture postcards bearing the Millard Wells representation of the
KJCC, which was commissioned by Sisterhood. Quantities to fit your needs and can be mailed to you or your
gift recipient. The price is $36 per hundred but we will sell lesser quantities. Contact Joan Boruszak, 305-
852-0833.

Oneg Shabbat Sponsor - To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call Joyce Peckman, 305-451-0665.
Meditation Garden - Participate in our newest venture. A beautiful garden is in progress and you can be
part of this exciting new project by making a donation for an engraved brick, an engraved bench, or for
plants in honor or memory of a loved one or event. Call Steve Steinbock for information, 305-394-0143.
KJCC Tree of Life Leaves and Rocks, Sanctuary Seat Plates, Yahrzeit Memovrial Plaques, Bookplates for
Siddurim - Call Carol Steinbock to arrange your donation, 305-852-6152.

JNF Trees In Israel - A gift of a tree, or two or more, makes a long-remembered way to honor a loved one, a
relative, a friend or an occasion. Both Israel and the KJCC benefit. Call Nancy Kluger, 305-852-4353.
Chai-Lights Mitzvah - Place a greeting or notice in Chai-Lights. Call Carol Steinbock, 305-852-6152 to make
your donation.

Advertisement In Chai-Lights or Directory - Your business ad will appear in every issue of Chai-Lights and/
or annually in the Directory. Call Gene Silverman 305-664-3316 for rates.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KJCC, P.O. Box 1332,
Tavernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appear in Chai-Lights
as well. Honorarium and memorial cards can also be requested. Donations can be earmarked to our vari-
ous ongoing funds: e.g. Holocaust Education Fund, Scholarship Fund, Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund,
or General Fund.

6 Chai-Lights May 2012




S Memoriam May 2012

In Memory Of
Rose Roazen

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Charles S. Cohn

By Nancy L. Cohn
>SS I><S>

In Memory Of
Gertrude Weisberg

By Gerri Emkey
>SS

In Memory Of
Julie Gorson-Marrow

By Janice Gorson
>SS

In Memory Of
Esther Jacobs

By Lawrence & Pearl Jacobs
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Cele Rosen

By Harvey & Joan Kay
>SS

In Memory Of
Lilyan Sax

By Stuart & Lauren Sax
>SS

In Memory Of
Hal Burnett

By Shirley Burnett
>SS

In Memory Of
Sam Hitzig

By Wes & Rita Conklin
<S>>I I>><>

In Memory Of
Albert Gilderman

By Larry & Stephanie Gilderman
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Belle Kirschenbaum

By Marilyn Greenbaum
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Jack Kantor

By Erwin Kantor
<S>>I ><>

In Memory Of
Morris Kornbloom

By Erica Lieberman-Garrett
S R S e

In Memory Of
Robert Schur

By Lee Schur
>SS

In Memory Of
Neil H. Tomor

By Barbara A. Calev
>SS

In Memory Of
Emanuel Schafer

By Barry & Natalie Dorf
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Hyman Goldberg

By Joseph & Susan Goldberg
<S>>I I>><D>

In Memory Of
Morris Moshe Grossman

By Stuart Grossman
<S>>I ISLISISIS><D>

In Memory Of
Grace Kaufman

By David & Lois Kaufman
<S>>SO I><>

In Memory Of
Florence Savage

By Marjorie Present
>SS ISISS<>

In Memory Of
Robert W. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
>SS
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S HMemoriam CMay

In Memory Of
Rose Wainer

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Ida S. Reider

By George & Muriel Swartz
>SS I><S>

In Memory Of
Itka Raij

By Salomon & Mary Terner
<>

In Memory Of
Morris Moshe Grossman

By Stuart Grossman
<>

In Memory Of
Lilyan Sax

By Stuart & Lauren Sax
<>

In Memory Of
Robert Schur

By Lee Schur
>SS I>I>I><S>

In Memory Of
Etia Terner

By Salomon & Mary Terner
<>>>I>I>>I> S>>
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In Memory Of
Sam Wainer

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Phillip Temkin

By Robert Temkin
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Benjamin Weber

By Lawrence & Judith Weber
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Morris Kornbloom

By Erica Lieberman-Garrett
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Susan Cimkowski

By Stephen & Carol Steinbock
<>

In Memory Of
Robert W. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
>SS

In Memory Of
Norma Cutler

By Donald Zinner
<>>>>>ISISIS DI

2012

Mishebeyrach List

For those of you
who might not make it
to services regularly,
each week we read
aloud the names of
those we know to be
ailing so that we may
include their names in
a special supplication
to G-d to heal them.
Our printed list is
read, and then the
leader asks if anyone
in the congregation
has names to add. If
you can’t be at ser-
vices, and would like
someone you care
about to be included
in the mishebeyrach
prayer, call or e-mail
and let us know. We’'ll
happily include any
name (or names) you
tell us about. The KJCC
number is 852-5235.
Or e-mail Stuart at
president@
keysjewishcenter.com.




April came and went in two seconds! Un-
fortunately, we had to say good-bye to many
of our snowbirds. Not only do we enjoy so-
cializing with them, but they are also a
source of support for many of our activities.

A whopping thank you to all those in-
volved with our Passover seders. Unfortu-
nately, | was unable to attend either seder;
however, the buzz was extremely positive for
both of them. Beth Kaminstein, Erica Garrett
and Gloria Avner and the rest of their crew
outdid themselves. It seems as though the
Women’s Seder keeps getting bigger and bet-
ter each year. In the spirit of Tikkun Olam,
they have decided to donate their proceeds to
the Children’s Shelter of the Upper Keys, to
Tornado Relief through The Temple in Louis-
ville, Kentucky and to our own KJCC Holo-
caust Fund. Thanks, ladies, for a job well
done!

Our new chairperson this year for the
KJCC Family Seder, Mary Lee Singer, showed
off her organizational expertise and pulled
off a beautiful evening, about which we are
still getting phone calls thanking us for a
wonderful time. Maryon Gould was Mary Lee’s
able-bodied assistant; Jim and Joan Boruszak
are to be applauded, as they were the behind-
the-scenes coordinators. Jim and Gloria used
new Haggadahs and the service was concise
but yet very meaningful. And thank you to all
who attended.

Our final (not possible!) Sisterhood meet-
ing of the year is Sunday, May 6". Note our
time change to 10:30 a.m. in the social hall.
From the meeting we will proceed to Bitton
Bistro Café in Islamorada for our end-of-the-
year luncheon. Separate checks as usual and
the crepes are to die for. If you haven’t re-
sponded to me, do it now!

Finally, | never expected this to happen.
One day | am a congregant and the next a
Sisterhood president. But | had done this be
fore. Presidencies in various other organiza-

Sisterhood
Lauren Sax

tions would give me the

experience | needed for my reincarnation as a
KJCC Sisterhood President. Not a big deal. |
could do this yet again. However, | never imag-
ined how protective | would turn out to be with
this presidency. This time around | feel like a
mother hen with her chicks. | am ever so grate-
ful for “my girls” and their willingness to be
there for me when needed. Yet | am also very
conscious of the work and how much they do. |
never want “my girls” to feel over-worked or
under-appreciated. The problem is that there
doesn’t seem to be a large enough flock. We
have a nice membership, but, like many other
organizations today, it is always the same peo-
ple doing the work.

In order for the KJCC Sisterhood to move
forward with the times, we need some new
chicks. New faces bring new ideas. Our season
is coming to an end. Notices for next year’s
events will be in the mail shortly. | implore you
to think hard and long about what you would
like to see at the KJCC. What can Sisterhood do
for you? More luncheons, an enhanced discus-
sion group, card games, health or investment
seminars? Please contact me. | will try to fill
those needs. Just know that those things take
manpower. Onegs don’t just happen. Neither
do Shabbat dinners or installation brunches. If
you want those things, plus what you have
come to expect from the KJCC, step up to the
plate. We need to continue to make next year,
and those that follow, winning years. ¢

The KJCC is looking for good homes for the
piano and electric organ in the sanctuary.
These would be good starter instruments
for anyone interested in learning to play.
For a modest donation, either or both
can be yours. Contact Stuart for
additional information. -Lauren
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Contributions to KJCC

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Keys Jewish Community Center by remembering and

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. All donations made dfter the fifth of

the month will appear in the following month’s Chai-Lights. When you make a donation, please signify the fund
it is to go to and the recognition of the name or names to be listed.

Book Plates In Honor of
Swartz, George & Muriel Dave Mont &
Georgia Landau - wedding nuptials

Book Plates
Sax, Stuart & Lauren

In Memory of
Sam & Babe Sax

In Honor of

pray for us

Joel & Linda Pollack's
50th anniversary

General Fund
Begam, Delores
Ehrenreich, David & Roberta

Gelbard, Sy
Kwalick, Teresa Joel & Linda Pollack's
50th anniversary
We love your synagogue
Dave Mont & Georgia Landau

wedding nuptials

Lewis, Phil & Arleen
Schur, Lee

General Fund In Memory of
Pollack, Joel & Linda Ralph Tallent
Meditation Garden In Honor of

Sax, Stuart & Lauren Dave Mont & Georgia Landau

wedding nuptials

Meditation Garden
Graham, Bea

In Memory of

bricks - Talia Agler &
Karen Hayhurst
bricks - Talia Agler &
Karen Hayhurst

Rose, Skip & Rene

Scholarship Fund
Eisman, Mildred
Sax, Stuart & Lauren

In Honor of

Herbert Schulman
Sam Vinicur receiving
Joel S. Cohen Award

Sisterhood In Honor of
Davidson, Foster & Carol Laskin Joel & Linda

Pollack's 50th anniversary
Ellner, Susan My birthday

Steinbock, Steve & Carol Happy Mother's Day

Yartzeits In Memory of
Coltman, Barney & Ellen Eve Greenstein
Graham, Bea Marty Graham

Herman Rubin
Warren Sheinker
Ida Tallent

Anne Temkin

Rubin, Mike & Myrna
Sheinker, Miltra
Tallent Family
Temkin, Robert

How Certain Contributions to KJCC Can Instantly
Become Permanent, Living Memorials

Book Plates: We are, after all, the People of the Book. For $36 an inscription of your
choice will be placed in one of our Siddurim or Tanakhs. An example: “In Loving Memory of
my grandfather, who first taught me about the treasures that lie between these covers.”

Tree of Life Leaves: We have two beautiful, six-foot Trees of Life — the world’s most en-
during spiritual metaphor — adorning the wall at the rear of the KJCC sanctuary. For $50 an
individual, golden leaf can be engraved with your message of memory or love. An example:
“To our grandchildren: May they always be in the presence of the Eternal Light.”

Garden Bricks: $125 buys a single brick and $200 a double brick in our magnificent
Meditation Garden walkway, engraved with your personal message. An example: “You were
the best, Aunt Goldie. Well, you and those yummy blintzes.”
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YEDA VE'TORASHA

Yardena Kamely

Jerusalem of Gold

“Yerushalayim Shel Zahav” - Jerusalem of
Gold - was written as a personal song, a song
of longing and nostalgia. But for a nation
once again at war, once again fighting for
survival, it became a hymn of victory.

In Israel, after Yom Ha’atzmaut
(Independence Day) of 1967, one song was
sung everywhere: “Yerushalayim Shel Zahav.”
Within three weeks it became a national hymn
and prayer. Over thirty versions appeared in
Israel. Eddie Fisher recorded it in London,
Larry Adler played it on the harmonica, and in
America it was soon heard in every Jewish
community. “Jerusalem of Gold” is in the
heart of every Israeli and lives on as a re-
minder of the Six-Day-War in June 1967.

In Tel-Aviv, Naomi Shemer was sitting and
reflecting over her latest composition. For
her, it was a miracle that began on May 15,
1967. Some 3,500 people had crowded into
Beit Ha’umot, Nation Hall in modern Jerusa-
lem, to attend the annual Song Festival com-
memorating Israel’s Independence Day. That
year, five of the country’s top composers had
been assigned to create songs. The director
of the festival said that they were free to
write about anything they wanted, but then
Mayor Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem expressed a
strong wish that one of the five compose a
song about Jerusalem. Four were not inter-
ested. Naomi Shemer, then 36, the popular
composer of more than 200 songs, accepted.

She thought about the Jerusalem she had
known as a girl. She remembered how her
Polish parents spoke of their hometown Vilna
(now Vilnius), a marvelous city, as “the Jerusa-
lem of the Diaspora.” She remembered the
colors, the sounds, “the silent mood” of Jeru-

salem, her childhood visits to Biblical places,
closed to her since 1948. She thought, too, of a
story from the Talmud in which the wife of the
great Rabbi Akiva lived in poverty for years, so
that her husband could study. When Rabbi
Akiva became a famous and learned man, he
gave his wife a “Jerusalem of Gold,” a gold
brooch in the shape of the ancient city, to wear
as a symbol of her devotion.

Naomi Shemer took the Talmudic phrase,
“Yerushalayim shel zahav,” and used it as the
title for her song. It was to be a song of nostal-
gia for a city she had personally lost. “Jerusalem
of gold, of copper, and of light,” went the re-
frain; then, quoting from the medieval Hebrew
writer, Yehuda Halevi, she continued, “Let me
be a violin for all your songs...” For the first
time in modern song, she referred to the
“ancient wall” which Jerusalem “carries around
her heart,” and talked of the sights of the old
city, sights that could not be visited by Jews:

The water cisterns are dry,

The marketplace is empty.

We cannot visit our temple in the ancient
city,

Where winds wail in the rocky caves.

Over the mountains,

We cannot go to the Dead Sea

By way of Jericho.

Your name burns my lips like a Seraphim’s
kiss,

Let me not forget thee, O Jerusalem of gold!

At the Song Festival in Jerusalem, it was al-
ready close to midnight when the song was
sung. Fourteen other songs had already been
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performed. Then a young girl, discovered by
the composer only a few days before, and
unknown to the audience, walked out on
stage. Her only accompaniment was her gui-
tar. “As she sang Yerushalayim Shel Zahav,”

A photo then and now: After the recapture
of East Jerusalem in June, 1967, three young
Israeli soldiers gaze toward the Temple
Mount. They were reunited recently for the
same photo, over forty years later.

described the newspapers, “the audience
grew hushed. When the young singer finished
there was a second silence, then earsplitting

their homes and prepare for war. Naomi’s
song was played over and over on the radio
during the early days of mobilization. Sol-
diers wrote to tell Naomi Shemer how they
sang her song in the fields during the eve-
ning. A high commander of Tzahal, the
IDF, called to invite Naomi to sing her
song for the troops stationed near Jeru-
salem. Although she didn’t perform of-
ten, she accepted. Many of the faces in
her audience she recognized. (Israel is a
small country.) Some, she remembered,
had fought in 1948 and 1956. They
stood around her in a circle, with only
the headlights of a truck giving some
light in the darkness, and she sang to
them, and with strong voices the sol-
diers joined in the refrain.

On Sunday, June 4, Naomi Shemer
was introduced to some of the top mili-
tary commanders - Ezer Weitzman, ltz-
hak Rabin, and the man who was to lead
the Sinai campaign, Ariel Sharon. Sharon
turned to her, and in his usual tachles - blunt
- style said, “It’s important you should come
to sing for us.” Naomi Shemer flew down to
the Negev, to the encampment of the troops,
in Ezer Weitzman'’s plane. A light dinner was
served. Nobody talked much. Naomi waited
to be asked to sing, but she was not. Finally,
Sharon’s aide told her: “The war will be
tough. And we have reason to believe it will

applause for nearly
seven minutes.” Naomi
Shemer’s personal
sense of loss was felt
by every Israeli.
“Jerusalem of Gold” was
played once more, and
the entire audience
joined in the refrain.
On the same night
that the audience in the
Festival was singing of
a Jerusalem they could
not visit, Gamal Abdel
Nasser of Egypt was
moving his troops into
Sinai. The soldiers of
Israel began to leave
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Israeli Army troops rest at the Kotel — the
Wailing Wall — after dramatically
recapturing it during the Six-Day War.

be soon, very soon.
We have decided there
will be no singing to-
night.” She said noth-
ing. “Still,” he added,
“you do not know how
important it is to us to
have you here. It’s
difficult to explain,
but you are a poet, a
musician, and some-
how we wanted some-
one with a soul to
share this time with
s.” Late that night,
very late, the men
moved out from the
base, and on Monday




morning, radios announced that war had bro-
ken out. Naomi Shemer stayed with the
troops in Sinai, helping in the only way she
knew, singing for them in the evening. On
Wednesday they moved to El Arish; fighting
was still going on. She and other singers
(soldiers themselves) were listening to some-
one’s transistor radio. Suddenly they heard
the announcement: “The city of Jerusalem has
been taken!” Gunfire could be heard in the
background as the announcer described the
paratroopers’ street-by-street fight into the
heart of the Old City. “They are advancing
towards the Kotel (Wailing Wall),” the an-
nouncer said. Then, in the background, the
radio listeners could hear the sound of a
song, “or rather a hymn, sung by what
sounded like hundreds of men, in hoarse
voices: Yerushalayim shel zahav, ve’shel
nechoshet, ve’shel or. Halo lechol shirayich
ani kinor (Jerusalem of gold, of copper, and
of light. Let me be a violin for all your
songs),” remembers Naomi Shemer.

As Naomi listened to the broadcast de-
scribing the tanks and trucks coming into the
Old City, many of them with banners reading
“Yerushalayim Shel Zahav,” tears ran down
her cheeks. Then, in the middle of the sounds
of battle still going on in El Arish and Jerusa-
lem, a thought came to her: she would have
to rewrite the second stanza of her song.
There was no longer the need for nostalgia:
Jerusalem was reunited.

Later that evening, when the Israeli sol-
diers had gathered in their camp in the de-
sert, Naomi Shemer got up and told them: ‘I
shall sing for you a stanza | have just added
to ‘Jerusalem of Gold’, because when I first
wrote the song, Jerusalem was just a beauti-
ful dream for all of us. And now....” As the
soldiers listened, she sang:

We have come back now to the water cis-
terns.

Back to the marketplace.

The sound of the shofar is heard

From the Wailing Wall in the ancient city.

And from the rocky caves in the moun-
tains,

A thousand suns are rising.

We shall go now to the Dead Sea,
Go by way of Jericho.

Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day, will be
commemorated this year on Sunday, May
20", In 1983, Naomi Shemer was awarded the
Israel Prize for her great contribution to Is-
raeli music. She died in 2004 and is buried in
Kibbutz Kinneret on the Israeli shores of the
Jordan River, where she was born in 1930. ¢

Mount Herzl

Jerusalem is a city of many ancient
memorial sites. In the western part of the
New City, there are two of the most emo-
tionally draining sites in the entire city:
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial, and
Mount Herzl. To experience a particularly
Israeli sorrow, walk through the quiet
lanes of Mount Herzl, the burial site for
prominent Zionists, Israeli politicians and
those figures who greatly influenced the
development of the State of Israel - Theo-
dor Herzl, Levi Eshkol, Golda Meir, Yitz-
hak Rabin, and other leaders. But there is
an even more hallowed and moving sec-
tion. Mt. Herzl is also the location of the
Israel Defense Forces' official military
cemetery.

The initial impression of Mount Herzl|
is that no country so young should have a
military cemetery so full, and that feeling
grows as one sees the graves, the thou-
sands of modest engravings honoring
those who fell for their country, many still
in their teens. On Yom Hazikaron
(Memorial Day) we honor the fallen sol-
diers of the IDF with ceremonies on
Mount Herzl. The day officially ends be-
tween 7-8 p.m., and somber reflection
turns to celebration. At that point Yom
Ha’atzmaut - Israeli Independence Day -
begins, and the flag of Israel is returned
to full staff.

-Yardena
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Keys Jewish Community Center

Date: Sunday, May 20, 2012
Time: 2:00 PM
Location: Actors Playhouse, Coral Gables

A smart, comic cruise through the perils of middle-aged
longing and regret, Becky’s New Car, is a laugh-outdoud
amusement park ride where the comedy spins out of control
like a bumper car. In this new play, playwright Steven Dietz
maps out a very funny and touching trip about “the life not
taken.” Becky is married, in her 40°s, and working at a car
dealership when one night by chance she’s offered an
opportunity to step into another life, and takes it. This fresh,
new, delightful and devious comedy is about life, love,
marriage, and the detours we make on our way to happiness.

For tickets and for information about carpooling,
contact Joyce Peckman (305) 451-0665
Joycepeckman@gmail.com Donation: $40
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\World Jewish Report

It's Like Waiting for the Messiah...

Observant Jews living in high-rise apart-
ments or staying at towering hotels depend
on a "Shabbat elevator," an elevator that is set
to stop on every floor automatically. Waiting
for such elevators has been described as like
waiting for the arrival of the Messiah. But that
is about to change, thanks to Shlomo Fried-
man, a 24-year-old Jerusalem inventor and
biomedical engineering student.
“BeeOnTime,” the first tracking device to in-
form individuals when the elevator will reach
their floor (while they remain in their rooms
or apartments) will soon be on the market,
and has been approved by rabbis for use on
Shabbat. Friedman graduated from high
school at 16 and started building “smart
homes” (whose functions are monitored and
controlled by a computer system) four years
ago. Working for a family in a luxurious pent-
house, Friedman heard that sometimes they
had to wait more than fifteen minutes until
the elevator arrived, since it is programmed
to move only one floor at a time. (According
to halacha, one may not press the elevator
button on Shabbat or festivals.) Friedman’s
innovation was a timer that would tell build-
ing residents how many minutes and seconds
remained until the elevator's arrival. The in-
vention is believed to have a potential market
of 30,000 five-star Israeli hotel rooms,
70,000 high-rise apartments in Israel that use
Shabbat elevators, as well as vast numbers of
tall buildings abroad where religious resi-
dents now must just stand and wait till the
elevator arrives. The device can be installed
over an apartment door in a few minutes.
(Jerusalem Post, 3-15-12)

Einstein Goes Digital
Israel's Hebrew University recently an-
nounced that it is expanding its digital ver-

Medina Roy

sion of Albert Einstein's archives, bringing the
number of items listed online to 80,000. The
items include Einstein's scientific work as well
as documents from both his public and pri-
vate lives. New items include a 1930 letter
Einstein sent to the editor of the Arab news-
paper Falastin, proposing that Jewish and
Arab sages work together to find a solution
to the Jewish-Arab conflict. Also included is a
letter from Betty Neumann, a former lover,
fifteen years after their relationship ended,
plus an invitation to Einstein's wedding to his
first wife, Mileva. The Einstein archive initially
went online in 2003 with a catalog listing
43,000 of the documents the famed physicist
bequeathed to the university. Digitization is
funded by the London-based Polonsky Foun-
dation, the same organization that digitized
the Isaac Newton archives (reported on in the
April Chai-Lights) at Cambridge University.
(By the way, the Newton papers had more
than 23 million views within the first 24
hours of going online). (www.haaretz.com, 3-
20-12)

Future Nobel Prize Winners?

Spanish tenor Placido Domingo, who got
his operatic singing start with the Israeli Op-
era Company, is this year's co-winner of the
exclusive Israeli Wolf Prize for his contribu-
tions to the musical arts. Sharing the prize
with him is famed British conductor Sir Simon
Raffle. The Wolf Prize, established in 1976 to
promote achievements in the arts and sci-
ences, is named for Dr. Ricardo Wolf, a for-
mer Cuban attaché to Israel. The awards cere-
mony will be held in the Knesset later this
year. As a side note, many of the four dec-
ades of Wolf Prize recipients have gone on to

Chai-Lights May 2012 15



be honored with the Nobel Prize. (World
Jewry Digest, April 2012)

Anne Frank's Tree Lives in Jerusalem

At the end of March, a sapling from the
chestnut tree that Anne Frank wrote about
numerous times in her diary was planted at
Yad Vashem, near the Children's Memorial
and the International School for Holocaust
Studies. The sapling, donated by The Anne
Frank House in Amsterdam, was taken from
the 150-year-old tree that was toppled by a
storm in 2010. Hanna Pick, a Holocaust survi-
vor and childhood friend of Anne, attended
the ceremony. Other saplings have been sent
to institutions around the world. The tree,
which gave Anne hope for the future, was last
entered in her diary on May 13, 1944. You
can view the recent planting of the sapling on
YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EN_8iF37a0l (The Forward, 3-22-12)

The New Mayor of Frankfurt

Peter Feldmann, 53, has been elected the
first Jewish mayor of Frankfurt, Germany (or,
for that matter, of any major German city)
since the end of World War Il. He received 57
percent of the vote. With a population of
700,000, Frankfurt is Germany's fifth largest
city and its main financial center. It has,
along with Berlin and Munich, one of Ger-
many's most active Jewish communities. An
estimated 7,200 Jews live in Frankfurt today.
In 1924, the city had the second largest Jew-
ish community, after Berlin. At that time,
Ludwig Landmann was elected its first, and
up till now only, Jewish mayor. He served till
1933, when the Nazis expelled him. He later
died of starvation while hiding in the Nether-
lands during their “Hunger Winter” in 1945.
Feldmann, a member of modern Germany’s
Social Democratic Party, will take office on
July 1. (World Jewish Congress, 3-26-12)

They Went to South America

German prosecutors were recently granted
access to secret files in Brazil and Chile that
confirmed the true number of Nazi war crimi-
nals that escaped to South America after
World War Il. According to the documents, an
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estimated 9,000 fled there, including Holo-
caust mastermind Adolf Eichmann and Ausch-
witz doctor Josef Mengele (who hid out in
Argentina till his death in 1979). It is thought
that perhaps as many as 5,000 went to Ar-
gentina, 1,500 to 2,000 to Brazil, 500 to
1,000 to Chile, and the rest to Paraguay and
Uruguay. The total number includes some
who aided the Nazis, but does not include
several hundred more who fled to the safety
of right-wing regimes in the Middle East. The
files also show that during the war, Argentine
President General Juan Peron sold 10,000
blank Argentine passports to ODESSA - the
organization set up to protect former SS men
in the event of defeat. As important as these
documents are for historical purposes, they
may also provide clues to Nazis who man-
aged to sneak back to the Fatherland to live
out their days undetected. It is also possible
that a living fugitive might be located.
(www.dailymail.co.uk, 3-19-12)

Song of The Century’s Forgotten Author
Time Magazine called it the song of the
century in 1999. Billie Holiday dared to re-
cord it in 1939, then claimed to have written
it. But the real author of the song, still haunt-
ing to listen to and still famous on its 75th
anniversary, was a Jewish high-school teacher
in New York, Abel Meeropol. “Strange Fruit”
was first a poem, then he wrote music for it.
(“Southern trees bear strange fruit, blood on
the leaves and blood at the root.”) Meeropol’s
songs always had a social element. (He also
wrote “The House | Live In.”) But now Meer-
opol has escaped anonymity. His name has
been added to the American National Tree in
Washington, one of 100 “whose actions have
helped write the story of the Constitu-
tion.” (The Forward Online, 3-27-12)

In Memoriam

« Stan Stearns, the photographer who cap-
tured one of the most poignant and repro-
duced images of the last 50 years, namely
John F. Kennedy, Jr. saluting his father's cof-
fin, has died. He was 76. The 1963 photo (the
younger Kennedy back then was known as
“John-John”) falls into the group of iconic im-



ages such as the flag-raising at lwo Jima dur-
ing World War I, a South Vietnamese general
executing a suspected Viet Cong, and the
picture of a naked Vietnamese girl fleeing a
napalm bomb. Stearns was born in Annapolis,
Maryland, where his parents owned a jewelry
shop. For his Bar Mitzvah, he received a
Brownie Flash Six-20 camera. At age 16, he
worked as a photographer at the Capital
newspaper in Annapolis. He later became an
Air Force photographer and then went to UPI.
The only extra compensation Stearns re-
ceived for the JFK, Jr. photo, reprinted proba-
bly thousands of times over the years, was
$25. The photo won "picture of the month" at
UPL. (www.washingtonpost.com, 3-2-12)

* Samuel Glazer, a co-founder of the com-
pany that gave the world “Mr. Coffee,” the
automatic drip coffee maker, has died at the
age of 89. Before Glazer and his partner Vin-
cent Marotta developed the "Mr. Coffee," peo-
ple made coffee at home either by percolat-
ing it (smells good but can taste bitter) or
using instant coffee mixed with boiling water
(not as good as brewed). The partners hired
two former Westinghouse engineers to create
a compact version of commercial-type dis-
pensers. "Mr. Coffee" was introduced in 1972
and caught on quickly, with more than a mil-
lion sold within the first three years. Al-
though many other companies developed
their own version, "Mr. Coffee" held almost
50 percent of the market share into the late
1970s, mainly because of its association with
baseball legend Joe DiMaggio. DiMaggio pro-
moted the coffee maker in television and
print advertisements for 14 years. In 2002,
the trade publication Home Furnishings News
listed "Mr. Coffee" among the most important
home products of the last 75 years. The com-
pany was sold in 1987 to a securities firm in
an $82 million leveraged buyout.
(www.nytimes.com, 3-21-12)

* Albert Abramson, a principal force in the
creation of the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum in Washington, D.C., has died
at 94. Abramson joined the drive to create an
American memorial to the Holocaust in the
mid-1980s, a time when Holocaust survivors
were aging and dying. Abramson was frus-

trated by the slow pace of raising money and
developing architectural plans. His aggressive
approach put him at odds with Elie Wiesel,
chairman of the council overseeing the mu-
seum. Wiesel wanted to remodel two existing
red brick buildings, claiming that they re-
minded him of concentration camps. The two
men argued, and Abramson threatened to re-
sign unless given more autonomy. After receiv-
ing the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize, Wiesel resigned
as chairman, saying the organization needed
someone with expertise in administration, fi-
nance and construction, exactly Mr. Abramson's
argument. The museum was dedicated in 1993.
In 1998, President Clinton awarded Abramson
the Presidential Citizens Medal, the second-
highest civilian honor a president can bestow.
(www.nytimes.com, 3-13-12)

» Gerald (Jerry) Estrin, a computer pioneer
who built the first computer in the Middle East,
has died. He was 90. Both Estrin and Thelma,
his wife of 70 years, earned their doctorates in
electrical engineering and worked for John von
Neumann, the principal architect of the com-
puter age, at the Institute for Advanced Study
at Princeton. In 1953, the Estrins accepted an
offer from the Weizmann Institute of Science to
build from scratch the first computer in the
Middle East and the first outside the United
States and Western Europe. The computer,
named WEIZAC - is the final “C” secretly pro-
nounced like an “S?” | wouldn't be surprised! -
with its closet-sized main frame, went online in
1955 and was retired in 1963, after 46,000
hours of solid service. Estrin's legacy was im-
portant because WEIZAC produced a group of
engineers and technicians who, with their suc-
cessors, went on to staff Israel's much-admired
high-tech industries and academic institutions.
In 1956, both Estrins joined the UCLA faculty in
Los Angeles, Jerry to create a program in com-
puter engineering and Thelma as a pioneer de-
veloper of data processing in brain research.
Jerry later developed the concept of
"reconfigurable computing,” which led to the
creation of new types of programmable com-
puter chips that are still in use today. He also
served more than two decades on the Weiz-
mann Institute's Board of Governors.
(www.jta.org, 4-3-12) ¢
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Come See
Our Sale Itemsl!

! = T

Mezuzzot
Handpainted
by Rosie Biskar

Tallit, Kipot, Kiddush Cups, Candlesticks
Mezuzzot, Jewelry and More!

For further information contact
Susan Gordon (305) 766-3585
Medina Roy (305) 394-1702
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Photo Gallery

The four photos
at top were
taken after the
KJCC theater
outing on March
18th. Wouldn’t
you go for Chi-
nese food after
seeing a live performance of “Joseph and His Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat?”

At left are two photos from Friday, March 23rd, as
Aidan Kahn led services (with Gloria’s help) the evening
before his Bar Mitzvah.

The two photos at bottom are from Passover. Or
rather, the one at left is just before Passover. Keith
Peckman and daughter Libby burn chametz at their
home in New Jersey. And as you can see, Milton and
Joan Wohl had a full house for their first-night family
seder in Philadelphia.

“ il
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The four photos at top were
Taken on March 24th, during the
Redbone Cystic Fibrosis Walk.
Elaine and Alan
Schulberg were Co-
Chairmen.

The two photos at left were taken during the
Third of Yardena’s lectures on the history of
| Jerusalem, on March 25th at KJCC.

The three photos at bottom were taken by David
Gitin on March 27th at Bitton Café in Islamorada.
The monks were here once again this year as guests
of Keys to Peace. Yes, they once again created a
magnlfcent sand mandala, only to once again destroy it as a
symbol of earthly vanity and impermanence. Gloria was one of

ing an old diving bell. She calls her creation “Infinite Blue,” (in
the photo lower rlght) and says it was proba-
; bly the most
unusual
‘“canvas”
she’s ever
worked on.
(It’s to be
auctioned
off.)
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The four photos
at top are from
Rabbi Richard
Agler’s Torah
Learning service
on Saturday,
March 3Ist. This
series has al-
ready become
an important

part of the life of KJCC. We open

the Torah, we listen, we sing. Asa |
group we all discuss the Torah, and |
it comes magically to life.

B
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The center three photos
are from Rabbi Agler’s
lunch-and-learn class at
KJCC on April Ist. The
topic? How to effectively
lead a Friday service. (A
good thing to know since
we’re lay-led.) The two
photos at bottom were taken by
David Gitin just before lunch during
the Sunday School seder. The
Women'’s Seder was that same night.
It was a very busy April Ist at KJCC.
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On April 10, Bernie Ginsberg,
top photo, represented KJCC at
the interfaith discussion series
being held at Mariners Hospital.
The topic was caring for the poor
among us. The photo far right
is of a large poster featuring
Pauline Roller in the main hallway

of the first floor at Mariners. It’s one of a series of post-
ers celebrating Mariners’ 50th year, and Pauline was
chosen to represent their volunteers.

The building in the photo near right is the newly
named Talia Agler Girls Shelter in Nalrobl, Kenya, in-
tended to help the many k\ G
local girls ages 10-18
who are victims of
trafficking. Talia had worked o | ! ; =
tirelessly on this project. [ SN DB ., = [ Hospial

=

»

MARINERS HOSPITAL
CELEBRATES

As part of a study series
on Israel and Judaism,
members of the Calvary
Chapel Florida Keys con-
ducted an outreach pro-
gram with the KJCC. Pastor
k& F 8 |off Denis, his wife Kath-
leen, Jacob DeVries, Patty
Cook, and Cindy McClain
joined Steve Steinbock, Stu-
art Sax, and Joshua Bern-
stein in sprucing up the Meditation Garden
on Sunday, April 15". (Two photos at left.)
Debris was collected and disposed of, rocks
added around many plantings, bricks and
mulch added along the pathway, and new
flowers added, courtesy of our guests.
-Stuart Sax
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-This Month in Jewish History-
May

1096 - On their way to join eastern Christians
in Byzantium for the first Crusade, both
knights and peasants attack the synagogue at
Speyer, in southwestern Germany. It is the
first in a series of attacks that will gather mo-
mentum over centuries, though not all atroci-
ties are committed against Jews and not all
local authorities, civic or clerical, turn a blind
eye. According to Maggie Anton, author of
the book series about Rashi’s daughters, the
local bishop, Bishop John, actually meets the
Crusaders with an army, which routs the mob
and cuts off the hands of the worst offenders.
Far worse massacres occur later in the month
in the cities of Worms, Mainz and Cologne,
who make middling efforts to protect their
Jewish citizens.

1260 - Kublai Khan becomes ruler of the
Mongol Empire. Many travelers report meet-
ing Jews engaged in trade there. Marco Polo
records that Kublai Khan himself celebrates
the festivals of Muslims, Christians and Jews
alike, indicating enough Jews in the country
to warrant attention by its rulers. Historical
sources also describe Jewish communities at
various trade ports, including Hangzhou,
Guangzhou, Ningbo, Yangzhou, and Kaifeng.

1348 - Charles University in Prague, Bohemia
is established as the first university in Central
Europe. Over four hundred years later, near
the end of the 18th century, Jews (as well as
Protestants) are allowed to attend. In 1911,
Albert Einstein is appointed a full professor at
the school, a position he holds until 1914.

1588 - The Council of Hanover in Germany
orders the severance of all business connec-
tions between Jews and Christians.

1847 - The first Australian opera is per-
formed at Sydney’s Royal Victoria Theatre .
“Don John of Austria” is a collaboration of
composer Isaac Nathan and librettist Jacob
Levi Montefiore.

1849 - An uprising in Dresden begins, the last
of the German Revolutions of 1848, also called
the “March Revolution.” These uprisings are a
widespread rebellion against the rigid, auto-
cratic structure of the states of central Europe
that occupy the former territory of the Holy Ro-
man Empire. Middle and working class Germans
demand increased political freedom, democracy
and liberalization of social policies. The conser-
vative aristocracy withstands this challenge to
their rule and the movement fails. Many Jews
participate in this movement toward liberalism
and modernism. Its failure is a major spur to-
ward the large migration of German Jews to the
United States in the mid-19*" century, bringing
with them Reform Judaism, education, banking
and commerce, widespread middle-class pros-
perity, and a thorough change to the face of
American Judaism.

1861 - Dr. David Camden De Leon, known as
the "Fighting Doctor," is appointed as first sur-
geon general of the Confederate Army. Born in
South Carolina in 1822, De Leon receives medi-
cal training at the University of Pennsylvania.
Following graduation, he joins the United States
Army, where he serves with distinction during
the Mexican War. As a native of the South, he
chooses to resign his commission and join the
Confederacy. His Union counterpart as surgeon
general is one Dr. Jonathan Horowitz.

1863 - The Battle of Chancellorsville ends in
the Shenandoah foothills. Perhaps its greatest
importance is the death there of Robert E. Lee’s
top lieutenant, Stonewall Jackson. (Many claim
his absence is deeply felt at Gettysburg two
months later.) During the battle, Lt. Col. Edward
Salomon leads the 82nd lllinois, which contains
a heavily Jewish company from Chicago. Salo-
mon will become a hero at Gettysburg and one
of the highest-ranking Jewish officers in the
Union Army, ultimately being brevetted as
Brigadier General.

1864 - Leopold Karpeles, a young flag-bearer in
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the Union army, rallies Union troops retreat-
ing under heavy fire during the Battle of the
Wilderness, a bewildering, mostly smoke-
enshrouded bloodletting that takes place in a
dense thicket with minimal visibility. Born in
Prague, the Jewish immigrant moves to
Texas, but unable to identify with slave-
holding joins the U.S. Army at the beginning
of the Civil War. He receives the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor for his bravery during
the Battle of the Wilderness.

1873 - Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis receive a
patent for their unique manner of manufac-
turing durable blue denim work pants.

1884 - Judah P. Benjamin dies in exile and is
buried in Paris by his only daughter. Born in
the West Indies in 1811 to observant Jewish
parents, Benjamin is raised in Charleston,
South Carolina, where his father is co-founder
of the first Reform Congregation in the
United States. At age 14 he attends Yale Law
School and then practices law in New Orleans.
A founder of the lllinois Central Railroad, a
state legislator, a planter and slaveholder,
Benjamin is elected to the U.S. Senate from
Louisiana during the 1850s. He twice declines
appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court. (It
will be another 62 years, until 1916, until
Louis Brandeis becomes the first Jew to sit on
the Supreme Court.) When the South secedes,
Benjamin joins the Confederate government,
appointed by Jefferson Davis in turn to the
three highest cabinet positions: Attorney
General, Secretary of War and Secretary of
State. After the war, Benjamin seeks refuge in
England, where he prospers in a second legal
career.

1891 - An article entitled “Russian Jews” ap-
pears in the New York Times. It opens with
the statement that “Every American will be
glad to see the announcement of a scheme to
colonize the Jews who are expelled from the
Czar’s dominions on an immense tract” of
land in Argentina, in a project being under-
written by Baron Hirsch. The United States,
says the article, already has too many Jewish
immigrants from Russia. It describes Russian
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Jews as impoverished, ignorant, a burden on
society and a mass that will never assimilate
into American life.

1902 - Theodore Herzl writes to the Sultan of
Turkey appealing for the establishment of a
Jewish university in Palestine. The idea of a
Jewish university, and all that such a univer-
sity implies, quickly becomes an important
part of the Zionist vision.

1904 - The United States begins construction
of the Panama Canal. A Jewish community
already exists in Panama, founded as Kol
Shearith Israel in 1876 in territory then part
of the nation of Colombia. By 1911, when the
canal is almost ready to open, the Jewish
community numbers approximately 500.

1910 - Tel Aviv is founded, according to
most sources. Seeking a healthier environ-
ment than that of crowded and noisy Jaffa,
Palestinian Jews form a company called
Ahuzat-Bayit and, with the help of the Jewish
National Fund, purchase twelve acres of sand
dunes north of Jaffa. In 1910, the suburb is
named Tel Aviv after Nahum Sokolow's trans-
lation of “Altneuland,” Herzl's fictional, uto-
pian depiction of a Jewish State written in
1902.

1912 - Columbia University approves plans to
award prizes in several categories of Ameri-
can letters as proposed by the late German-
Jewish immigrant Joseph Pulitzer. Pulitzer’s
will provides a $2 million endowment for the
establishment of a school of journalism at
Columbia University and a fund to establish
annual prizes for literature, drama, music and
journalism. In 1922 a prize is added for car-
toonists.

1930 - Roberta Peterman is born, the only
child of Ruth (née) Hirsch and Sol Peterman, a
shoe salesman and hat maker. As Roberta
Peters, she will achieve the longest tenure of
any soprano in the history of the Metropoli-
tan Opera, a lead coloratura for over 35
years. She also appears on The Ed Sullivan
Show a record 65 times. ¢



AIDAN'S BAR MITZVAH

We met Aidan’s mother, Jessica Hern- On Saturday morning, March 24th, our
stadt, one year ago at our Women’s sanctuary was full. Friends from Marathon
Seder. She like us. We liked her. A con- and Miami, KJCC members, and family
versation about her son Aidan led to a from as far away as Maine had all con-

verged to witness this
event. Passing the To-
rah from generation to
generation was espe-
cially moving, as so
many of Aidan’s grand-
parents and extended
family members took
part. We KJCCers
kvelled, too, as Bernie
and Susan Gordon
made personal, glowing
speeches and presented
our congregation’s
gifts, a Tanakh and a
Kiddish cup.

As Aidan’s tutor, |
was especially proud of
him, and moved by his statements on Fri-
day night as he and | led services: “l used
to think going to Temple was boring,” he
said, “but now I think it’s fun. | have met
SO many nice peo-
ple here, | want to
keep coming to
services once my
Bar Mitzvah is
over.” We are
grateful to have

meeting, then a study
plan, commitment, friend-
ship, affection, hard work
and lots of travel from
Marathon, alternating
with computer sessions
via Skype. The result was
a beautiful Bar Mitzvah.
This bright, enthusias-
tic young man, Aidan
Kahn, is taking his place

leaders of our Jewish
community. Aidan
chanted his maftir
from the Torah like a
pro. Our own Yeshiva
scholar, Dr. Bernie Aidan and his
Ginsberg, who ably { : family among our
assisted in thi_s rite of \ “E,L,::‘”U“}ZU'(;,[L‘E [ mishpacha. (And
passage, was im- § o we are especially
pressed. Aidan genu- grateful that he

inely liked learning recovered so well
trope and took pride from his emer-

in puzzling out the gency appendicitis surgery—just two days
melody of each new verse, building on after his Bar Mitzvah!). Mazel Tov.
what he had learned the weeks before. -Gloria
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All of the photos of
Aidan’s Bar Mitzvah were
taken by Barbara & Rich-
ard Knowles. We thank
both for allowing us to
reproduce their work here.
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Sl‘iavuot 5hards

Shavuot is the culmination of probably the most intense fifty days on the
Jewish calendar. First there’s Passover, which some rabbis and scholars think
is pre-eminent because, well, one has to throw off one’s shackles before one
can even think about forming a nation. Then the Omer counting begins, filled
with ancient meaning, though practically forgotten. There’s the seven weeks
of sadness broken only by Lag B’Omer, a period also almost exploding with
mystical explanations and interpretations. It all leads to Shavuot, according to
the Torah one of the mandated festivals, but to the rabbis the day the Torah
itself was given and therefore the day the real history of the Jewish people
began. Happy birthday, Torah. Yours is a rich and never-ending story.

» Shavuot, as other Jewish holidays, is
known by a variety of names, each one repre-
senting different aspects of the festival. It is
the Hag HaKatzir (harvest festival), Hag Ha-
Shavuot (festival of weeks) and Hag Habikku-
rim (festival of first fruits). The Torah de-
scribes the biblical festival in all three ways.

¢ In the Talmud, the word atzeret, meaning
“cessation” or “solemn assembly,” is used to
reflect how the rabbis viewed Shavuot as a
conclusion to Passover and the Omer-
counting period of 49 days that immediately
follows. Talmudic rabbis also used the de-
scription z’man matan torateynu (“time of
the reception of the Torah”), thereby anoint-
ing Shavuot as the moment when all Israelites
gathered at the foot of Mt. Sinai to receive
the Torah. (The Bible is not specific as to
when this momentous event actually took
place. So naturally the rabbis spent many
years studying and arguing about it. All the
Bible says, in Exodus 19:1, is that “on the
third new moon after the Israelites had gone
forth from the land of Egypt...they entered
the wilderness at Sinai.” The calculations go
from there, and they finally agreed that the
day was Shavuot.) By linking Shavuot to the
day Torah was received - merely the most
important day in the history of the Jewish
people - rabbis assured that the celebration
of a middle-eastern agricultural harvest would
forever be infused with powerful and lasting
significance. Indeed, today Shavuot is known

mainly as the “birthday of the Torah.” Refer-
ences to its origins as an agricultural festival
persist but are secondary and seem almost
quaint.

« Religious scholars speculate that Shavuot
was probably not celebrated until Solomon’s
Temple was built, some 300 or so years later.
(Until that point, the simple child might ask,
where would one have taken their grain offer-
ing?) It would also have been the most diffi-
cult festival to observe, coming as it does in
the middle of the growing season. Still, there
is evidence of its dutiful observance: the Ro-
man/Jewish historian Josephus (first century
C.E.) speaks of large attendance in Jerusalem
for Shavuot. The Mishnah, in the section
known as bikkurim, describes the bringing of
first fruits as a gala affair, and included all
seven species for which the land of Israel is
praised: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pome-
granates, olives and dates.

* One might today consider it a simple
thing - especially with the issue now resolved
- but there was great controversy in the be-
ginning about when to begin counting the
Omer. The Torah says to make the first offer-
ing (and therefore begin the counting) “on
the morrow after the Sabbath” of Passover.
Clear and direct, right? Well, no. A serious
dispute arose over what “Sabbath” meant
here. The Pharisees (who were not evil as
western culture often has them; in fact, they
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were the centrists among the sects and
castes and Hellenizers and barefoot ascetics
of their day) were the first to say that
“Sabbath” here meant any prescribed day of
rest, and therefore referred to Passover itself.
Over the centuries, the rabbis and sages
came to agree with this view, and mandated
that we begin counting the day after Pass-
over. This is, of course, now considered set-
tled practice. But the Sadducees, who in-
cluded the Second Temple priestly class and

» Some say the Zohar, the major work of
mystical Judaism, was written by Rabbi
Shimon Bar Yochai in the second century C.E.
Others, including most scholars, believe it
was written in the 13™ century by Moses de
Leon. It’s fairly well established that de Leon
was the first to publish it. Since the days of
Rabbi Isaac Luria in the 16™ century, mystical
practices and ideas have been connected to
Shavuot. It was probably Luria and his Safed
mystics who began the practice of Tikkun Leil

who tended to be more
literal in their readings,
claimed that “Sabbath”
meant nothing other than
the Sabbath itself, and
therefore counting must
begin only after the first
Saturday during Pass-
over. And the Sadducees
were not alone in this
view. Their sub-sect the
Boethusians also held
this view, as did later
Biblical literalists the
Karaites (a few of whom
still exist), and, interest-
ingly, Catholics (they get
to vote?) and much secu-
lar scholarship. The author of the fascinating
and controversial Book of Jubilees, which was
not included in the Hebrew canon, also be-
gins counting on the Sunday after Shabbat,
so his math does not agree with that of the
Talmudic rabbis.

» Because of Shavuot’s connection to the
gift of Torah, Eastern Europeans Jews in the
17™ century began the practice of introducing
very young children - often between the ages
of three and five - to Torah study on Shavuot.
This initiation would include cakes, honey
and candy so that the children would quickly
associate Torah study with sweetness. Some
would even daub honey onto the Torah pages
for the children to literally lick off. The early
Reform movement, using similar reasoning,
initiated their confirmation ceremonies for 15
- and 16-year-olds on Shavuot; this practice is
still in widespread use today.
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Israeli farmers still have their harvest at

Shavuot. But now, in addition to bikku-

rim, they have something else to show-
case: their modern farm equipment.

Shavuot, the reading of
sacred literature the
entire night of Erev Sha-
vuot. To mystics, the
nation of Israel is seen
as a groom and the To-
rah as its bride. Shavuot
then becomes a kind of
anniversary. The count-
ing of the omer has
been especially infused
with mystical meaning.
The number seven re-
peats. There are 7 x 7
weeks of counting the
omer. Seven equals the
days of creation.
“Sefirah” means the
counting of the omer; but “sefirah” also is the
word for each of the levels of divine emana-
tion in Jewish mysticism. (Of the ten levels,
the lower seven are seen as within human
comprehension.) Those of a mystical bent
often spend the seven weeks of the Omer
preparing and studying to be ready, on Sha-
vuot, for the gift of the Torah. In Jerusalem,
beginning in 1967 after the city’s reunifica-
tion, tens of thousands of Jews finish off a
night of study by walking to the Kotel, the
Western Wall, to join a sunrise minyan.

* Some customs connected to Shavuot re-
veal old remnants of its agricultural tradi-
tions. Because arid Mt. Sinai was said to have
suddenly blossomed with flowers in anticipa-
tion of the giving of the Torah, many syna-
gogues honor Shavuot by decorating their
bemahs with plants, colorful flowers and
leafy branches, some creating a canopy of



flowers and plants so that it resembles a
chuppah. Some eastern Sephardim actually
read out a ketubbah between God and the
nation of Israel as part of their service. (The
Vilna Gaon in the 18" century once cancelled
the tradition of decorating with plants be-
cause it was too similar to the decorations
Christians used for their holidays.)

* Kibbutzim and Moshavim in Israel offer a
special celebration of the =

agricultural origins of Sha-
vuot. In parades and other
ceremonies, they show off
the fruits produced in their
fields, in the manner of
the bikkurim taken to the
Temple in Jerusalem two
thousand years ago. Agri-
cultural equipment is also
put on display, aids to
farming not available to
those making pilgrimages
to the Temple.

» There are no firm rules
regarding Jewish rituals or
practices on Shavuot. But
one important custom
(minhag) is the consump-
tion of milk and cheese
dishes. There is no clear trail here of rabbinic
instruction, but one explanation focuses on
Solomon’s verse in the Song of Songs, where
he talks of spring in the Holy Land and com-
pares the study of Torah to a taste: “like
honey and milk, it lies under your tongue.”
Since Torah was given on Shavuot, Jews
honor the holiday by eating milk products.
(Many traditional Jews eat dairy as the main
meal on the first day and meat as the main
meal on the second day.) The gematria
(numerical equivalence) of the Hebrew word
chalav (milk) is 40, exactly the number of
days and nights Moses spent on Mt. Sinai
before returning with the Torah.

Another explanation is that, prior to re-
ceiving the Torah, Jews were not obligated to
follow its dietary rules. But after receipt of it
they immediately realized that their existing

Ruth gathers grain for herself and
Naomi from the fields of Boaz. Her
Book is read at Shavuot, in part
because that’s when it takes place.

meat had not been slaughtered in a kosher
manner, and their pots and dishes were un-
clean. So they opted to eat dairy. As part of our
celebration of Shavuot we do the same.

« It is traditional to read the Book of Ruth on
Shavuot. That book’s story actually takes place
during the spring barley and wheat harvest sea-
sons. (A hungry, widowed Ruth goes to the

fields of Boaz during the harvest to glean un-

gathered grain as food for
herself and mother-in-law
Naomi.) Her desire to be-
come a member of the Jew-
ish people is also seen as a
parallel to Shavuot, when
through accepting Torah
the Jewish people actually
became...the Jewish people.
Also, the final lines of the
Book of Ruth detail her line-
age; King David, Ruth’s
great-grandson - Ruth’s son
was Obed, whose son was
Ishai, whose son was David
- is believed by tradition to
have both been born and
died on Shavuot.

* Just before the morning
reading of the Torah on the
first day of Shavuot, Ashkenazi Jews hear Akda-
mut, a liturgical poem written in Aramaic by
Rabbi Meir of Worms late in the 11" century.
The renowned rabbi had been forced to defend
Torah in debates with local priests, and this
poem conveys his love of God, the Jewish peo-
ple, and reverence for Torah. It is one of two
piyyutim (medieval poems usually set to music)
meant to strengthen the faith of Jews during
the Crusades. (Rabbi Meir’s son had been killed
during the First Crusade in 1096.) The other
piyyutim, also in Aramaic, is a poem of praise
and wish for protection written by Rabbenu
Tam and read on the second day. Sephardim do
not read Akdamut, but before the evening ser-
vice sing Azharot, a poem that sets out all 613
mitzvot. Positive commandments are recited on
the first day and negative commandments the
second. ¢
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The Ninth Annual Women'’s Seder

Once again this year, over 50 women, KJCC members and not, from at least four
generations, celebrated women'’s roles in the Exodus. Miriam, we lift our cup.

Two women ;
were joint honor- [&
ees at this year’s [
Women’s Seder,
and their names
will soon be
added to the Women’s Seder
Quilt of Honor. Muriel
Swartz, a woman of grace
and letters and friend to all,
was there to be honored. The

Ia_te B.Z. Slutzker, KJCC’s first ; / 2 Our great appreciation and
historian, was fondly remem- T thanks to Holly Padgett, who
bered as an important early _ & for the second year in a row
member of KJCC. Pl took all the photos you see

; here of the Women’s Seder.
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In the photo just
above, 2012 honoree
Muriel Swartz stands

with her two daughters,
who flew in for the
event. At left, in the
white top, is Diane
Sredl; to the right is
Karen Ray.
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KJCC’s ANNUAL SECOND SEDER

A Report on the 2012 Version, Memories Made in Words and Pictures.

l eople started filing in early, some that

we had not seen in years (what a treat to wel-
come Barbara Galanty, one of our founding
members), some that were brand-new faces;
by 6:30 we were nearly ready to start. (Okay,
so one couple thought the event was at the
Islamorada Fish Company and couldn't find
us until the meal was about to start; we were
still happy to see
them and they had a
wonderful time.)

Jim Boruszak and
I led the seder again |.-
this year, with Stuart |
Sax doing pass-the-
microphone duty,
commuting from
table to table so that
the whole room
could participate.

There were 98 of
us, including 13 chil-

was excellent and
plentiful (almost as
many doggie bags
going home as
plates coming out of
the kitchen); we
loved our own per-
sonal seder plates
and sang lots of
songs. Best of all,
everyone stayed until the last
glass of wine was drunk and
Hatikvah sung. We obeyed the
mitzvah of telling this most im-
portant of our stories to the next
generation. And because not one
of the children could guess

where Jim had hidden the mat-
zoh (he had hidden it in his

dren. It was won-
derful having a
crowd of young-
sters gathered at
the mike to chant
the four ques-
tions. The food
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mind), there was
no lack of re-
ward for
"afikomen" hunt-
ers. Faces were
beaming as each
child who ven-
tured a guess (or
two or
three)
received
acrisp
$2.00
bill. «
Kudos
go to
Mary Lee
Singer
and
Maryon
Gould,
who did W/
excellent I K
planning i
and coor-
dination this year, with
advice and assistance
from last year's coordi-
nator, Joan Boruszak,
and Lauren Sax. L'Sha-
nah Ha Ba. Next year in
Jerusalem...or Islamo-
rada? -Gloria
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Our sincere thanks
to Richard & Bar-

~0\
e N
-y
Ty,
‘—

ﬁﬁﬁﬁ "\Q\‘\ 3 bara Knowles and
15 also KJCC Historian
Mary Lee Singer for
photography of the
Annual KJCC Second
Night Seder.
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On the Path From Pesach to Shavuot

A New Look at Old Words: “Pirker Avot™

by Gloria Avner

A group of us were discussing Torah on a
recent Shabbat morning. One of our
members made a comment. “When a Torah
talk gets boring,” he said, “I just turn to the
back of the Siddur and read from “Pirkei
Avot.” | had forgotten all about this book’s
maxims and nuggets of wisdom. As synchro-
nicity would have it, we are supposed to read
one of the six chapters of this book on each
of the six Shabbats between Pesach and Sha-
vuot. Who knew? What an opportunity to look
at one of the best-known and most quoted
texts in Jewish literature.

“Pirkei Avot” translates literally as
“Chapters of our Fathers,” but is known by
most as “The Ethics of our Fathers.” The book
is filled with easy-to-remember, spot-on les-
sons to live by. Even if we were not familiar
with this book, found in the Avot section of
the Mishnah and compiled by our great rab-
bis on the cusp of the first millennium (100
BCE to 200 CE), we would recognize its say-
ings. These are Hillel’s words: "If | am not for
myself, who will be for me? If | am only for
myself, what am 1?7 (1:14)” Shammai, Hillel’s
rival, said: "Say little and do much (1:15)."
Ben Zoma taught: “Who is wise? He who
learns from every man. Who is a hero? He
who controls his passions.” Ben Zoma also
gave us what has to be the world’s best defi-
nition of happiness: “Who is rich? He who is
happy with what he has.”

One of the songs we sing on Shabbat, “Al
Shlosha D’varim,” comes directly from Pirkei
Avot: “The world is built on three things: To-
rah, prayer, and acts of loving-kindness
1:27).

In some communities, it is customary to
read a section of Pirkei Avot every Shabbat. |
can understand why. The words are clear, the
concepts are basic; they pierce the heart of
things. “Do not do unto others that which is
hateful unto you,” said Rabbi Hillel. He was
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standing on one foot, responding to a mock-
ing questioner who thought to embarrass him
by asking for a one-footed explanation of
Torah. Hillel takes up the challenge, espouses
the golden rule, and tells the chastened
mocker that the one statement contains the
whole of Torah. The rest is commentary, Hil-
lel says, as he exhorts us as well as the ques-
tioner to go forth and learn.

Hillel and the other rabbis quoted here
were brilliant, dedicated men. As they saw
the Temple being destroyed, they had no
choice but to write down the wisdom of our
oral legacy, foreseeing the devastating loss
that exile could bring.

] used to dislike the parts of the Torah that
seemed mere lists of names. Now | think |
get it. In fact | am impressed with the fore-
sight of our fathers. They sought to establish
the chain of transmission of our heritage. It is
clearly laid out in the first sentence of Pirkei
Avot: Moses received the Torah from God at
Sinai, transmitted it to Joshua, who passed it
to the elders, who gave it to the prophets,
who passed it to the members of the Great
Assembly, the brilliant rabbis of the day (1,1).

Placing themselves in a line that begins
with Sinai, the rabbis of the Mishnah define
themselves as the possessors of the authen-
tic tradition and establish their authority to
make the legal rulings that make up most of
the book.

One of the most appealing things about
Pirkei Avot is that it does not deal with the
complexities of Halacha or case law. Instead,
the text offers simply stated teachings by
each of the rabbis mentioned.

Here’s one example: "Shemayah and Avta-
lyon received the tradition from [their teach-
ers]. Shemayah taught: Love work; hate posi-
tions of domination; do not make yourself
known to the authorities. Avtalyon taught:


http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Shabbat_The_Sabbath.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/God.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Prophets.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/539_BCE-632_CE/Palestine_Under_Roman_Rule/Sanhedrin.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/539_BCE-632_CE/Palestine_Under_Roman_Rule/Sanhedrin.shtml

Sages, be careful of what you say lest you be
exiled by the authorities. Hillel and Shammai
in turn received the Torah from them. Hillel
taught: Be a disciple of Aaron, loving peace
and pursuing peace...Shammai taught: Make
the study of Torah your primary occupatlon
(1:10-15)." , -
From their teachings, we |f{[*
not only get a sense of the

personality of each rabbi, |
but we also get insight into |
their times. Shemaya and |
Avtalyon, who were the .
heads of the rabbinic court |
in Jerusalem in the first '
century BCE, are clearly ‘:
worried about upsetting the |||
authorities. The Jewish |
community in
Jerusalem must
have felt how
precarious it
was to live un-
der Roman rule
in the period
just before the
destruction of |
the second Tem- |
ple. |

The apho- .
risms that make |
up the first four |
chapters of :
Pirkei range in topic from the ethics of every-
day human interaction to advice for aspiring
sages to statements about the relationship of
God and humanity. The rabbis’ worldview
emphasizes learning, service to God, ethical
behavior, humility, and fair judgment. An-
other personal favorite comes from Hillel: "A
person who is [too] shy [to ask questions] will
never learn, and a teacher who is too strict
cannot teach (2:5).”

The next two chapters were probably
added later. Chapter Five is made up almost
entirely of anonymous numerical lists, all
containing ten, seven, or four items, a stan-
dard device in rabbinic discourse: "The world
was created by ten utterances...There were
ten generations from Adam to Noabh...there

e ki AR =

oiin n‘vjz'
TToovsney

ki
- e e RV YR R R

were ten generations from Noah to Abra-
ham...Ten things were created on the eve of
the Sabbath of creation at twilight...There are
seven characteristics which typify the clod
and seven the wise person...(5:1-9)." The lists
must have been helpful learning devices.
The sixth

Individual Pirkei and final

Avot have often been chapter, Kin-

designed and framed yan Torah
as artwork. At top is  (the acquisi-
| “This World is an tion of To-

| Antechamber,” at rah), is a rab-
I[| right “Who is Wise?” Dinic state-
| Below left is “Truth ~ Ment that

| ” glorifies the
Stands Large. study of To-

rah and lays
out a program
by which stu-
dents can
come to pos-
sess Torah.

Ah, we
come to the
point. What
are we sup-
posed to be
doing from
Pesach to Sha-
vuot? Yes, we
keep track of
our journey through the desert by counting
out loud the 49 days from bringing the Omer
(the grain offering) to the Temple on the sec-
ond day of Passover. But the purpose of the
entire process is to become worthy to pos-
sess Torah. In short, transmission not only
happens in every generation; it happens
every year. We are next in line.

It is just a few weeks since we sat together
in community and family seders, being ex-
horted by these same ancient rabbis to act
and feel at that moment as if we personally
were leaving Egypt, wandering the desert,
uplifting ourselves and our ethical behavior
so that we can rise above the 49 degrees of
degradation we sank to over the course of
hundreds of years in slavery. When the deaf-
ening blast of thunder from Mt. Sinai assaults
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our ears on the fiftieth day of our desert jour-
ney from Mitzraim (Egypt) to Sinai, when we
close our eyes and listen to Bernie blowing
the Shofar on Erev Shavuot, we want to be
wide awake. Shavuot is the culmination of
our seven-week journey. Like Joshua, the eld-
ers, and the ancient Rabbis, we want to be
worthy of receiving Torah. ¢

P.S. Although Jews no longer bring omer to
the Temple, the forty-nine days are still called

"the Omer." Many kabbalists (Jewish mystics)
saw it as a period of preparing oneself to re-
ceive the Torah by reflecting on how to be-
come a better person. They taught that each
week of the Omer should be dedicated to
enhancing a different spiritual quality, such
as hesed (kindness), gevurah (strength),
tiferet (balance) and yesod (confidence). We
have workbooks in the office that anyone
interested in this process of self-betterment
can borrow.

A Pirkei Avot Sampler

As with most of Rabbinic literature, to fully understand Pirkei Avot one must devote long hours of
study. As we know, sometimes what we initially think the text might mean isn’t what was intended
at all. Context is important. Ideally one should know Hebrew, and Aramaic, because there are
nuances in the original that simply can’t be translated perfectly. That said, here are some sayings
and guidance taken from the six chapters. ltems overtly insulting to women have been omitted.

-Let your house be a meetinghouse for the sages and sit amid the dust of their feet and drink in

their words with thirst.

-Provide for yourself a teacher and get yourself a friend; and judge every man towards merit.
-He who aggrandizes his name, loses his name. He who does not increase his knowledge, de-
creases it. He who learns not, forfeits his life. He who makes unworthy use of the crown of Torah

shall pass away.

-Great is study of the Torah when combined with a worldly occupation, for toil in them both puts
sin out of mind. All study of the Torah which is not supplemented by work is destined to prove

futile and causes sin.

-Do not separate yourself from the community; and do not trust in yourself until the day of your
death. Do not judge your fellow until you are in his place. Do not say something that cannot be
understood but will be understood in the end. Say not: When | have time | will study because you

may never have the time.

-A brutish man cannot fear sin; an ignorant man cannot be pious, nor can the shy man learn, or
the impatient man teach. He who engages excessively in business cannot become wise. In a place

where there are no men strive to be a man.

-If you have learnt much Torah, do not claim for yourself moral excellence, for to this end you

were created.

-He in whom fellow people find no delight, in him the G-d finds no pleasure.

-It is not in our power to explain the well-being of the wicked or the sorrows of the righteous.

-Let the honor of your student be as precious to you as your own; and the honor of your col-
league as the respect due your teacher; and the respect towards your teacher as your reverence

for God.

-Whoever leads the masses in the right path will not come to any sin, but whoever leads the
masses astray will not be able to repent for all the wrong he commits.
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The Palace Gardens Difference

For nearly 25 years, The Palace Gardens Assisted Living Community in Homestead has been known
as a leader in providing outstanding care to seniors. While our grounds and the campus are beautiful,
there are more than a few reasons why The Palace Gardens is different from all others.

1. Continuum of Care —

The Palace Gardens is part of The Palace
Family of Senior Living Communities which
offers accommodations that meet everyone’s
needs, from Independent Living and Assisted
Living, to Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation,
and even Home Health. You can rest assured
that at The Palace, your needs will be met, no
matter what may happen in the future.

2. Pdlace Training &

Education Center

Because our residents come first, every
employee must reflect the higher standards

of our communities. Based on Ritz-Carlton
procedures, a comprehensive orientation
program reinforces this focus. Regular training
and educational programs continue so that
residents will always receive the very best
care and services.

3. Local Ownership —

Founded in 1980 by Helen and Jacob
Shaham, The Palace is privately owned and
locally operated by these self-made individuals
who foresaw the need for quality senior

living environments. Their constant
involvement today ensures the tradition they
established for the communities and services
bearing The Palace name: only the best.

To see for
yourself why

The Palace

Gardens sets 7W

the standard

Florida senior I)A I q ‘ :I i:
living, call

o1 ‘[
ki T [ GARDENS

1351 N. Krome Ave., Homestead, FL 33030 * (305)247-0446 ¢ www.thepalace.org

The Palace Suites / Independent Living The Palace Gardens / Assisted Living
The Palace Royale / Catered Living The Palace Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
The Palace Renaissance / Assisted Living The Palace at Home / Home Health
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VERONICA'S ART
AND GLASS STUDIO

Stained Glass Custom Pieces °
Restoration and Repairs °
Mosaices * Fused Glass Jewelry °
Classes * Materials and Supplies

Veronica A. Gutierrez, Artist
(305) 304-9411
veroagutierrez@yahoo.com

DeClue’s Art Printing
and Framing

Simply Extraordinary, Creative,
Quality Picture Framing.

82200 Overseas Highway, Islamorada
305-664-9385 - marciadeclue@gmail.com

Please join Sylvie and Michel
Bitton at their new French café in the
heart of Islamorada. You will be
enchanted by the specialties
de la maison: Gelato, espresso, crépes,
melt -in-your-mouth French
baked goods, gourmet sandwiches
and salads. Plus free wi-fi.

Bitton

“A little oasis of French charm in Islamorada.”

Bitton Bistro Café < 82245 Overseas Hwy Oceanside
Islamorada, FL 33036 - MM 82 - 305.396.748|
bittonbistrocafe@gmail.com * www.bittonbistrocafe.com

Open 8 am. till 5 p.m. 7 days a week.

florida keys

periodontics
and

implantology

paul e. berger, d.d.s.
the pink plaza
103400 overseas highway
Suite 229
key largo, fl 33037

tel: 305.453.1811
fax: 305.453.1889

Ari B. Oberstein

Licensed Funeral Director

Miami Dade 305.257.8110
786.515.9746

Broward 954.366.2591
Palm Beach 561.200.3236
Fax 305.267.8800
866.975.EDEN

7003 North Waterway Drive #203 * Miami, FL 33155
2450 West Sample Road - 2 * Pompano Beach, FL 33073
edenfuneralservicesmiami@yahoo.com

Professional, Compassionate, Affordable

S |
Chads CHAD GARDNER

Owner / Operator

Dej; & paket?
(L4 Phone 305-853-566 * Fax 305-853-0018

ad Email: chadsdelibakery2@bellsouth.net
@3 = Snip To: Bill To:
¥, 92330 Overseas Hwy. P. O. Box 874

el Ste. #5, Tavernier FL 33070  Tavernier FL 33070

Work e

office hours by appointment  phone: (305) 852-3219

fax: (305) 852-9016

OSMANI DIAZ, D.D.S.
JOHN L. IZANEC, D.D.S., P.A.
ROBERT WAGNER, D.M.D.

91750 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY ~ TAVERNIER, FL 33070
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Brighton ZAN Limited Earth Creations Flax

From BEACH to BRIDAL

NOW vmore crioices /,///W’//’ //J(/(//J/',/

Michael Tyler

SPORTWEAR SWIMWEAR
RESORTWEAR ACCESSORIES

—

Liomen e Stnant Sox, Owners,
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Timmy Woods
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Lalla Sanda]s

202,662,004

MIMFSHEOrBayside Islamoerada
wwwrangelikaclothingrcom

buom @ns 1y ainjeN SIdJ44 dueiq )ieg yieg

eAey xueds

Argenti

Indiana Cohen

Dmitry Sandler, DPM, FACFAS
Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery
975 Baptist Way

Suite 101

Homestead, FL 33030

Phone: 305.246.4774

Fax: 305.248.4086

HBERN
o MO@)

KE
SPEC%ALIS"S

91461 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070

www.painfulfoot.com Phone: 305.852.1878

ainfulfoc
i e Fax:  305.852.2932

Ocean Reef - Tavernier
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GARRETT Barbara
CHIROPRACTIC K [
nowies
& WELLNESS PHOTOGRAPHY
CENTER, PA. &
a holistic healing center Officiant
Weddings & Ceremonies
Dr. Erica Lieberman-Garrett, B.sc., D.C. Videography
Corporate Events
Over 29 Years Experience Custom Packages
Chiropractic (Gentle/Manual) Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Yoga/Meditation Complete Event Planning
Massage Therapy
Physical Therapy 305-772-0503
Acupuncture/Homeopathy 305-942-4488
305-853-5653
iweddu@bellsouth.net
305-853-1003 MM 903 Bayside, Tavernier ggfg:r@a\?(igﬁi‘;hcgﬁ
wellnesshealing@bellsouth.net :

vZ~  Island Hammock Pet Hospitale

Dr. Martha Edwards & Dr. Suzanne Sigel

3 .
[: -l
®
98175 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo, FL 33037 " ‘,.,' Ry N U8 \
R |l
305'852'5252 Please visit our website at www.IHPHonline.com

Mon, Wed, Fri: 8AM-5PM
Tue, Thu: 8AM-6PM
Sat: 8AM-12PM

Dr. Martha - serving Upper Keys pets since 1991
Practicing Preventative Medicine and Wellness
Providing Comprehensive Medical Services

24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Dog and Cat Boarding with Medical Supervision
American Animal Hospital Association Accredited
Locally Owned, Locally Operated

The Standard of

LSRR SR SR AR SR

ACCREDITED

Island Hammock Pet Hospital® - Passionate about animals, compassionate about animal care

46 Chai-Lights May 2012




SANDY J. LIEBOWITZ

9465 Miller Drive
Miami, FL 33165

(305) 273-7607
(305) 273-7608
FAX: 273-0912
E-mail: Imengrav@aol.com

® @ ®

- SUNSTAR,

Re-Inventing the Awarding Experience!

= SUNSTAL Title
Company, L.L.C.

Your Premier Closing Agency

v b

David S. Kaufman, Esq.
9990 S.W. 77 Avenue #PH-15
Miami, FL 33156
Phone: 305-670-0199
Fax: 305-667-0355
E-mail: dsk435@yahoo.com

‘\

NUM THAI RESTAURANT
&
SUSHI BAR

103200 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-5955

Fax (305) 451-1488

Mon. - Fri.

Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00
Sat. - Sun. 5:00 - 10:00

“Jews Don‘t Keep The
Sabbath...
Sabbath Keeps The Jews.”

Camaraderie is the glue that bonds us. If you
haven’t made time in your life recently to join us on
Friday night, why not do it this week? Then stick
around for the Oneg and schmoozing and nosh.

S
WOLFE >« WOLFE

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Individualized Attention For
Your Business and Personal
Accounting Needs

* Tax Planning & Preparation

* Auditing, Review & Compilation Services
* Business Plans, Forecasts & Projections
* Estate & Trust Services

* Small Business Computer Services

88785 Overseas Hwy.
Plantation Key
305-852-5002

wolfecpa@snappydsl.net

% >.Q[ficés throqghdut Sziy.th F(p;;ida 52 X

) S8 Mark Llpkus;f ke
L Teb305451,5385 " n 1 . o Fasn 054511618

www wellfoundyachts.com®e E Mail: \mark@wellfoundyachts com
‘6~ HEAD. OFFICE 182 LORELANE PLAQE KEY LARGO FLORIDA 33037

STEVEN J. SMITH, M.D., P.A.

DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF SURGERY
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

5701 Overseas Highway, Suite #8
First Professional Centre
Marathon, FL 33050

Office 743-3511
Home 743-3140
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~  Windy Day
ool Plumbing
"We do it all"
6 Phone 305- 664-9701
Key Largo 305-453-1169

Fax 305- 664-2455

82891 Overseas Hwy,
P.O. Box 569
LiC. #CFC 057609 ISIamorada, FL 33036

D4
Reel Repair

Penn, Daiwa, Shimano & others
Parts and Service

P. O. Box 27 305-852-5007
Tavernier, Florida 33070 305-393-6934

Linda
Perloff |
C}zniun'2|

SCHWARTZ REALTY

Thank You For Your
Continued Trust & Referrals!

Linda@LPerloff.com
Direct — 305 394-2616

NPT
) www.LPerloff.com

Ang1e 8§ Custom Cushions

Angie lucas
305-852-7215

UPDHOLSTERYe FABRICS ¢ FOAM # SLIDCOVERS ¢ BEDSDREADS

Costello General Contracting, Inc.
Commercial-Residential Services
Carpentry-Painting-Remodeling-Structural Repairs

305-453-6090 Office - Layton, Fla.
John Costello, President 513-604-6699
Lonnie Ostrow, Operations Manager 513-290-7300
License #CGC 1508758 A+BBB Rating

Ask about our Mishpocheh discount!!

Wheaton Service Center
MARK WHEATON, Manager

Phone 305-451-350

101500 Overseas Hwy)

Key Largo, FL 33037

KITCHEN
fB aTH DOE WINSLOW

Owner

SPECIALISTS 88511 Overseas Highway

Showroom - Suite 10

Tavernier, FL 33070
305-852-4302 - Fax 305-852-4303
kitchenandbath@terranova.net
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PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL - MARINE

[ oeye o m 5 ]
Possibilities | qme finsh
“If it’s not at N SUNSHINE : ‘ carpentry
Keys Supply, PRINTING o
It’s not in Fast Prlut and m
the Keys” L Golon
g v Rack Cards ¢ Flyers S
. Brochures ¢ Stationery (]
Keys A Business Cards ¢ Envelopes
Carbonless Forms '-c
supplv and Much More :
Vicky Fay Gree LeNoi
of Key Largo Inc. reg LeINoir
(30K5J 4f1 -3752 d 206 matecumbe ave.
ey Largo g, islamorada, f1 33036
NN 102.1 Qceancids, Rey barefootprint@terranova.com 7, oll 30513936185
B@Saﬂgﬂ “@SH 5) Your Full-Service Printer ° '.4 phone/fax 30§:664:0607
Serving the Keys Since 1984 Lic.# $P3375

MM 83,9 Bayside, Plantniien Rey

3035-852-3711

Infinite

Shawn W. Tolley, C.P.A., P.A.

Certified Public Accountants

Shawn W. Tolley, C.P.A.

Senior Partner

9350 South Dixie Highway
Penthouse V
Miami, Florida 33156
Tel: 305.670.1001
Fax: 305.670.1888
stolley@tolleycpa.com

97665 Overseas Highway
Key Largo, Florida 33037
Tel: 305.852.9898
Fax: 305.852.9997
Cell: 305.608.8898
www.tolleycpa.com

greglenoir@aol.com

UPPER KEYS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Robert H. Foley, DVM

Office 305-852-3665
Fax 305-852-9646
DrBob@upperkeysvet.com

87801 Overseas Highway
Islamorada, FL 33036
www.upperkeysvet.com

Please patronize the advertisers in
Chai-Lights, and while there kindly say

Thank vo(

to them for supporting our
publication and our synagogue.

This ad sponsored by Steve and Carol Steinbock.

LiceIns+Bonded

LOWEST PRICES*FREE ESTIMATES
RESIDENTIALe COMMERCIALINDUSTRIAL
INTERIOR*EXTERIORPRESSURE CLEANING*ROOF PAINTING

All Painting Jobs Guaranteed CELL: (305)394-1294
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: *‘ 90575 OLD HIGHWAY

44\
’_______..) . lﬂ
Y

Office Hours By Appointment

Paul E. Bernstein, D.D.S., P.A.

| Key Largo, FL 33037

DOTTIE HILL
Owner

FISHERIES
Seafaod £ Rait INC.

Wholesale - Retail

Miami (305) 248-5221
Key Largo (305) 451-3782
Fla. 1-800-432-4358

FAX (305) 451-3215

www.keylargofisheries.com * E-mail: kifish333@aol

P.O. Box 273
Ocean Bay Dr.

Turek Building
P.O. Box 587
Tavernier, Florida 33070

Telephone: (305) 852-5088

Phone: (305) 852-9300
Fax: (305) 853-1260

M

BERNARD P. GINSBERG M.D.

Fellow American Academy of Family Practice

91555 Overseas Hwy. General Medicine

Suite 3 (Lowe St. Professional Center) Weight Loss
Tavernier, FL 33070 Esthetics
Women'’s Clothing
’
(/

Marathon
Gulfside Village
305-743-5855

Key Largo
M. M. 98.5
305-852-4515

Pest Control Inc.
(305) 451-3389 (800) 471-0166

300 Atlantic Dr. Key Largo
¢ Household Pests « Ants « Roaches
« Fleas « Ticks » Rodents
¢ Yard Treatments

JOHN’S PLUMBING SERVICE, INC.

“WHEN YOU WANT IT DONE RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME™

(305) 852-4152

Residential * Commercial Plumbing

Lic #CFC1425673

PO. Box 1703 Tavernier. FL. 33070
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Grossman Roth, P.A. was founded in Miami in 1988 and
maintains offices in Coral Gables, Ft. Lauderdale, Boca Raton,
Sarasota and Key West. The firm concentrates its practice in
the areas of medical malpractice, products liability, aviation,
admiralty, commercial litigation, class action and professional
malpractice litigation and other cases of significant damages.

TRIAL LAWYERS
GROSSMAN ROTH, P.A.
A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

KEY WEST CORAL GABLES
509 Whitehead Street 2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd.
First Floor Suite 1150
Key West, Florida 33040 Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Phone: 305509.7734 Phone: 305.442 8666
FAX: 3055097738 Phone: 800.206.4004

FAX: 305.285.1668

BOCA RATON SARASOTA FT. LAUDERDALE
Wells Fargo Plaza 1800 Second Street Las Olas Centre ||

Suite 350 Suite 777 Suite 1120

925 South Federal Huwy. Sarasota, Florida 350 East Las Olas Blvd.

Boca Raton, Florida 34236 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
33432 Phone: 841 365 8666 Phone: 854.767 8200
Phone: 561.367 8666 FAX: 941.316.0963 FAX: G54 764 1866

FAX: B61.367.0297




NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
PERMIT NO. 39
TAVERNIER, FL




