
Literature Circle 

Structure Sleuth  

Just Solve It! 

 

Name                       Group 

Story 

Author 
 

Job:  
1. Your first job is to read the text for meaning. Marking the 

text can help.   

Mark the Text Notes 

Take notes as needed 

Draw a heart next to something 

that reminds you of your own life 

or another text you have read 

 

Draw ! next to critical or 

important information or 

something that surprised you or 

you didn’t realize was going to 

happen 

 

Draw a ? next to something you 

have a question about 

 

 
2. Your second job is to find the text structure and explain how 

the structure helped you make sense of the text.  

• What is the text structure?  

 

 

• How does it help us make sense of the text? 

 

 

 

• What graphics were helpful in making sense of the text?  
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• What graphics were not helpful in making sense of the text?  

 

 

 

• If possible, fill in one of the text structures below with 

the text you read and explain it to the group 

 

 
Text Structures Examples 

 
Clue Words 
or Phrases 

Sequence 
  
Steps or a 
specific order 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 1 
 
Get the 
ingredients 
 

Step 2 
 
      Mix the 
ingredients  

Step 3 
 
       Form 
the 
cookies 
on the 
cookie 
sheet 

Step 4 
 
    Bake 
the 
cookies 

Step 5 
 
     Eat the 
cookies 
and 
enjoy! 

 
 
 
 

Steps,  
first, 
second…, 
next, then,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe 
 
Details about 
someone or 
something 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For example, 
such as, also, 
in addition, to 
begin with, 
including 

Compare-
Contrast 
 
Looking at 
things that are 
the same and  
different 

 
Three Little Pigs Fairy Tales Three Billy Goats 

Gruff 
Pigs Animals as 

characters 
Goats 

Troll as villain  Villains Wolf as villain 
Pigs live together in 
brick house 

Happy Endings Goats cross bridge 
and eat green 
grass 

 

Compare:  
Similar to, the 
same, like, 
both, too 
Contrast: 
different, not 
the same, 
unlike, but, 
however 

asdfd Troll 

Lives under 
the bridge 

Want to eat 
the goats 

Is mean 

Is huge, green, 
and hairy 
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Cause and 
Effect 
 
Something 
happens (cause) 
and then other 
things happen 
(effects) 
because of the 
first thing that 
happened 
(cause) 
 

 Because, 
since, also, 
if…then 

Problem and 
Solution 
 
A problem and 
then events that 
lead to a 
solution  

 
 
 
 
    
     
 
 
 
 
 

Problem: 
problem, the 
question is 
 
Solution: a 
solution,  one 
answer is 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Use checklist to stay on track before, during, and after  
 

Before Literature Circle 
 Did I read the text for meaning and mark the text? 
 Is my information ready to share? 
 Does my information follow these guidelines?  

 
Text structure questions filled out and ready to share?   
Sharing between 3 and 5 minutes? 

During literature circle 
 Am I following the rules? 

1. Taking Turns 
2. Actively Listening 
3. Participating 

 Did I share my information on text structure for 3 to 5 
minutes?  

 Did I answer the questions my group asked me? 

Too many kids 
getting hurt on 
the playground 

New rules put into place for the 
monkey bars 

Old metal slide replaced with 
plastic one 

Two teachers out during each 
recess to remind kids of rules 

Problem 
Drought 
 

Event 1: Conserve water 

Event 2: Redistribute water 

Event 3: Lessen pollution of 
water 

Solution  
Plan 
better 
with the 
water 
we have 
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After literature circle 
 Did I give my role card to the delightful director?  
 Do I know my next role card? 
 Did I fill in my literature circle log with the next text 

assignment and meeting date? 
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