


The Fourth Street Journal staff would like 
to dedicate the January issue to Bowie, the 
beloved cat of student and former Journal 
contributor Sabryna Hansen. Bowie was 
loved by many and is very missed.  



Groundhog Day 
By: Eli Sund 

 Would you rather listen to a weatherman, who predicts weather patterns 
based on science and educated guesses, or a 20-inch tunnel rat who canôt even 
understand the concept of meteorology? Well, if you chose the sensible option, 
about 10,000 people in Philadelphia strongly disagree with you. Groundhog Day 
is a holiday that originated in Germany that made its way into the US and Cana-
da all because a newspaper (the Punxatawney Spirit) had a slow day in the office 
and tried to think outside the box. 
 
 Punxatawney Phil is usually the groundhog (more like groundhogs) that is 
in the spotlight on this so-called holiday. During the ceremony, he is placed in 
his temporary burrow on Gobblerôs Knob, soon to emerge and ñpredictò the 
weather. After the ceremony, he is placed in his residence in the Punxatawney 
town library in a special enclosure. Now, considering the Groundhog Day tradi-
tion has been in practice for upwards of 130 years, there can be no way that this 
town has used one groundhog the whole time (the average lifespan of a ground-
hog being around 6 years). At this moment, the Inner Circle of Groundhog Day 
(Philôs primary caretakers) have only said that they keep Phil alive by giving him 
an elixir of life, and when Phil takes just 1 sip, he is given another 6 years of life. 
 
 Now, what is this Inner Circle/cult/secret society that I mention? Well as I 
said, it is a group of people that take care of Phil, plan the ceremony, and speak 
to Phil in a special language called Groundhogese (yes, you read that right). 
When they are at the 
Groundhog Day ceremony, 
they can easily be recog-
nized wearing top hats and 
tuxedos. Ahead of Ground-
hog Day, the Inner Circle 
will script the ceremony, 
supposedly making the de-
cision on whether Phil sees 
his shadow or not. 
 
  
  


