Puppy Aptitude Test
We give personality tests to all our puppies before they go to their new homes.  They are each tested twice, once at 6 weeks of age and again at 7 weeks.  At 6 weeks – the test is not optimal or super accurate - but we test to get a general idea of personalities (for selection).    The ideal age to test the puppy is at 49 days (7 wks.) of age when the puppy is neurologically complete and it has the brain of an adult dog. With each passing day after the 49th day the responses will be tainted by prior learning.  This test is the Volhard test used by many breeders.
A puppy test is an indication of the puppy’s natural attitude towards people & a relative measure of his abilities and attitude.  It is a guide.  Refrain from making snap judgments about a puppy’s personality from these test results.   It is NOT a permanent label of the pup’s adult personality.  Environment plays such a large part in the development of a dog’s personality.   YOUR DOG WILL BECOME WHAT YOU MAKE OF HIM!    

Temperament types:
Dominant & may become Aggressive   (mostly 1’s    1 – 1.5  )
This puppy seems to be a rebellious one, not recommended as a pet, but excellent as a herding, agility, or obedience dog.  Could be used as a watch dog if properly trained. Absolutely requires an experienced handler as this type of dog will always attempt to challenge human leadership.   Not good for children.  May not be affectionate. 
Independent   (mostly 2’s  1.5 – 2 )
This puppy seems to be a self-assured one, which requires a firm education.  Learns quickly – and needs firm consistent training.   Best with a person who has had training experience.    Responds well to firm, consistent, fair handling in an adult household, and is likely to be a loyal pet once it respects its human leader. Often has bouncy, outgoing temperament: may be too active for elderly, and too dominant for very small children.    
Independent & Affectionate   (mostly 2’s with some 3’s    2.1 – 2.5)
Outgoing and eager to please but needs a firm hand or will make a pest of himself.   Good with children.   Can be a high-energy dog and may need lots of exercise.  Good dog for 2nd time owner.   Affectionate.
Docile & high energy  (mostly 3’s with some 2’s    2.5 – 3 )
This puppy seems to be obedient and stable.   This dog accepts human leaders easily.   Is best prospect for the average owner with a little experience, adapts well to new situations and generally good with children and elderly, although it may be inclined to be active. Makes a good obedience prospect and usually has a common sense approach to life.  Will fit in a family with children.  Especially older (for active play).   Very active and does best with obedience training.   Can be a high-energy dog and may need lots of exercise. Affectionate.   Great dog for 2nd time owner.   

Docile & active  (mostly 3’s with some 4’s      3 – 3.7  )
Will be a very happy dog & a perfect pet.  Again - this puppy seems to be obedient and stable.  Good with children.  Good for the inexperienced trainer.   This dog accepts human leaders easily. Is good prospect for the average owner, adapts well to new situations and generally good with children and elderly, although it may be inclined to be active.  Makes a good obedience prospect and usually has a common sense approach to life.   The puppy with 3’s and 4’s can be quite a handful, but should be good with children and does well with training.   Energy needs to be dispersed with plenty of exercise. Affectionate.

Docile & calm  (mostly 4’s   3.7 – 4.5  )
The kind of dog that makes the Perfect pet.   Best choice for the first time owner.   A submissive but not shy puppy.  Easy to live with.  Very trainable if not rushed.  Along with a docile temperament this pup will have an increased need for affection and should be perfectly suitable for children.  This dog is submissive and will adapt to most households.  May be slightly less outgoing and active than a dog scoring mostly 3’s. Gets along well with children in general and trains well.  Affectionate.

Timid (mostly 5’s      4.5 – 5)
Shies away for no reason.   Retest to verify.   This pup will need a low-stress environment.  This puppy seems to be an anxious one, may ill-behave with small children.    This dog is extremely submissive and needs special handling to build confidence and bring him out of his shell.   Does not adapt well to change needs a very regular, structured environment. Usually safe around children and bites only when severely stressed. Not a good choice for a beginner since it frightens easily, and takes a long time to get used to new experiences. Affectionate.  

Independent (mostly 6’s)
This dog is very independent.  Doesn’t require a lot of human attention.    Training requires much repetition and patience.   Not a beginner’s dog.   May not bond to you.  May not be affectionate.  Good guard dog.


SCORING TIPS 
· As with any other personality test the target is not to achieve a 100% in any category.  Few puppies will test with all 2’s or all 3’s - there will be a mixture of scores.    A majority points towards a certain tendency.
· The ideal puppy may still turn out a disaster if not properly raised and trained.
· Be aware of the possible mismatch of puppy personality with your own temperament.  If you have a dominant, consistent type of personality a type 2 or 3 dog may be more easily to raise then a 4 type, which may become even more submissive under your dominance.
· For the first time puppy owner, look for a puppy that scores with mostly 4’s and 3’s .  It will be wonderfully easy to train.  Don’t worry about the score on Touch Sensitivity - you can compensate for that with the right training equipment.
· No clear patterns (several 1’s, 2’s and 5’s):   This dog may not be feeling well. Perhaps just ate or was recently wormed. Wait two days and re-test. If the test still shows wide variations (lots of 1’s and 5’s), it is probably unpredictable and unlikely to be a good pet or obedience dog. 
· 3’s in Social Attraction and Social Dominance - the socially attracted dog is more easily taught to come and is more cuddly and friendly.  Its interest in people can be a useful tool in training, despite other scores. 
· 1 in Restraint and 1 in Touch Sensitivity - The dominant aggressive dog, insensitive to touch, will be a handful to train and extremely difficult for anyone other than an exceptionally competent handler. 
· 5 in Social attraction - This is likely to be a spooky dog that is never desirable. It requires a great deal of extra work to get a spooky dog adapted to new situations and they generally cannot be depended upon in a crisis. 
· 5 in Touch and Sound Sensitivity - May also be very spooky and needs delicate handling to prevent the dog from becoming frightened.
· Stay away from the puppy with a lot of 1’s or 2’s.  It has lots of leadership aspirations and may be difficult to manage.  This puppy needs an experienced home.  Not good with children.  
TESTING TIPS 
· During the testing make a note of the heart rate of the pup, which is an indication of how it deals with stress, as well as its energy level.  Puppies come with high, medium or low energy levels. You have to decide for yourself, which suits your life style. Dogs with high energy levels need a great deal of exercise, and will get into mischief if this energy is not channeled into the right direction.
· Finally, look at the overall structure of the puppy. You see what you get at 49 days age. If the pup has strong and straight front and back legs, with all four feet pointing in the same direction, it will grow up that way, provided you give it the proper diet and environment in which to grow. If you notice something out of the ordinary at this age, it will stay with puppy for the rest of its life. He will not grow out of it.
· Watch tail in testing !   It makes a difference.  
· During testing maintain a positive, upbeat and friendly attitude toward the puppies. 
· Try to get each puppy to interact with you to bring out the best in him or her. Make the test a pleasant experience for the puppy.
HOW TO TEST – ground rules
· The testing is done in a location unfamiliar to the puppies. This does not mean they have to be taken away from home. A 10-foot square area is perfectly adequate, such as a room in the house where the puppies have not been.
· The puppies are tested one at a time.
· There are no other dogs or people, except the scorer and the tester, in the testing area
· The puppies do not know the tester.
· The scorer is a disinterested third party and not the person interested in selling you a puppy.
· The scorer is unobtrusive and positions him or herself so he or she can observe the puppies’ responses without having to move.
· The puppies are tested before they are fed.
· The puppies are tested when they are at their liveliest.
· Do not try to test a puppy that is not feeling well.
· Puppies should not be tested the day of or the day after being vaccinated.
· Only the first response counts!
· Top Dog Tips: During the test, watch the puppy’s tail. It will make a difference in the scoring whether the tail is up or down.
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	Test
	Purpose
	Score

	Come  (Social Attraction)
Place the puppy in test area.   From a few feet away the tester coaxes the pup to her/him by clapping hands gently and kneeling down.   Tester must coax in a direction away from the point where it entered the testing area. Lean backward, sitting on your heels instead of leaning forward toward the puppy. Keep your hands close to your body encouraging the puppy to come to you instead of trying to reach for the puppy.
	Degree of social attraction, confidence or dependence.
	1. Came readily, excited, jumped, bit at hands, tail up
2. Came readily, excited, pawed, licked at hands, tail up
3. Came readily, excited, tail up
4. Came readily, not excited, tail down
5. Came hesitantly, not excited tail down
6. Did not come at all. 

	Following
Stand up and walk away from the pup in a normal manner.   Make sure the pup sees you walk away.  Get the puppy to focus on you by lightly clapping your hands and using verbal encouragement to get the puppy to follow you. Do not lean over the puppy.
	Degree of following attraction. Not following indicates independence. 
	1. Followed readily, excited, got underfoot, bit at feet, tail up
2. Followed readily, excited, got underfoot, tail up
3. Followed readily, excited, tail up
4. Followed readily, not excited, tail down
5. Followed hesitantly, not excited, tail down
6. No following, or went away 

	Restraint
Crouch down and gently roll the pup on his back and hold it with one hand for a full 30 seconds.   Hint: Hold the puppy down without applying too much pressure. The object is not to keep it on its back but to test its response to being placed in that position.
	Degree of dominant or submissive tendency. How it accepts stress when socially and/or physically dominated. 
	1. Struggled fiercely, flailed, bit.
2. Struggled fiercely, flailed.
3. Settled, struggled, settled with some eye contact.
4. Struggled, then settled.
5. No struggle.
6. No struggle, straining to avoid eye contact. 

	Forgiveness (Social Dominance)
Let pup stand up and gently stroke him from the head, neck to back while you crouch beside him.   Continue stroking until a recognizable behavior is established.   See if it will lick your face, an indication of a forgiving nature. Continue stroking until you see a behavior you can score. Hint: When you crouch next to the puppy avoid leaning or hovering over the puppy. Have the puppy at your side with both of you facing in the same direction.
	Degree of acceptance of social dominance.  Pup may try to dominate by jumping and nipping or it is independent and walks away. 
	1. Jumped, pawed, bit growled.
2. Jumped, pawed.
3. Cuddles up to tester and tries to lick face.
4. Squirmed, licked at hands.
5. Rolled over, licked at hands.
6. Went away and stayed away. 

	Elevation Dominance
Tester still on knees -- cradle the pup under its belly, fingers interlaced, palms up and elevate just off the ground. Hold it there for 30 seconds. 
	Degree of accepting dominance while in position of no control - such as at the veterinarian or  groomer.
	1. Struggled fiercely, bit growled.
2. Struggled fiercely.
3. No struggle, relaxed.
4. Struggled, settled, licked.
5. No struggle, froze
6. No struggle, froze, no eye contact

	Retrieving
Crouch beside pup and attract its attention with crumpled up paper ball. When the pup shows interest and is watching, toss the object 3 feet in front of pup encouraging it to retrieve the paper. 
	Degree of willingness to work with a human. High correlation between ability to retrieve and successful guide dogs, obedience dogs, field trial dogs.   Key indicator for ease or difficulty in training.
	1. Chases object, picks up object and runs away.
2. Chases object, stands over object, does not return.
3. Chases object and returns with object to tester.
4. Chases object and returns without object to tester.
5. Starts to chase object, loses interest.
6. Does not chase object. 

	Touch Sensitivity
Take puppy’s webbing of one front foot and press between finger and thumb lightly, then more firmly till you get a response, while you count slowly to 10. Stop as soon as puppy pulls away or shows discomfort.   Repeat with Ear.
	Degree of sensitivity to touch and a key indicator to the type of training equipment required. 
	1. 8 - 10 seconds before response.
2. 6 - 7 seconds before response.
3. 5 - 6 seconds before response.
4. 3- 4 seconds before response.
5. 1 - 2 seconds before response. 

	2nd Social Dominance
Continue holding pup in your arms until he either forgives by licking your cheek or struggles to get down.
	Degree of forgiveness
	1. Struggled, bit.
2. Struggled, pawed.
3. Forgave tester quickly and tries to lick.
4. Forgave tester average and tries to lick.
5. Forgave tester slowly and tries to lick.
6. No sign of forgiveness.

	Sound Sensitivity
Place pup in center of area. Tester or assistant makes a sharp noise a few feet from the puppy. A large metal spoon struck sharply on a metal pan twice works well. 
	Degree of sensitivity to sound (also a rudimentary test for deafness). 
	1. Listens, locates sound, walks towards it barking.
2. Listens, locates sound, barks.
3. Listens, locates sound, and walks there curiously.
4. Listens, locates sound.
5. Cringes, backs off, hides.
6. Ignores sound, shows no curiosity. 

	Sight Sensitivity
Place pup in center of room. Tie a string around a large towel and jerk it across the floor a few feet away from the puppy. 
	Degree of response to a moving object, such as chasing bicycles, children or squirrels. 
	1. Looks, attacks and bites.
2. Looks, barks and excited.
3. Looks curiously, attempts to investigate.
4. Looks, barks, not excited
5. Runs away, hides. 

	Energy Level
Note how active pup is throughout the test. 
	   □  Jumped up all the time          □  Slow, quiet                □  Spirited
   □  Bouncy                                      □  No interest                □  Happy & Excited
   □  Relaxed                                     □  Little participation (the observer)         
	

	Stability
An umbrella is opened about five feet from the puppy and gently placed on the ground.
	Degree of startle response to a strange object.
	1. Looked and ran to the umbrella, mouthing or biting it.
2. Looked and walked to the umbrella, smelling it cautiously.
3. Looked and went to investigate.
4. Sat and looked, but did not move toward the umbrella.
5. Showed little or no interest.
6. Ran away from the umbrella .

	Structure
The puppy is gently set in a natural stance and evaluated for structure in the following categories: 
	Degree of structural soundness. Good structure is necessary. 
	Good: The puppy is correct in structure.
Fair: The puppy has a slight fault or deviation.
Poor: The puppy has an extreme fault of deviation. 




· Goldens have fabulous temperaments /personalities and usually don’t have issues with dominance, rebellion or extreme independence.   They do NOT make good watch dogs.   They may alert you of intruders by barking – but they make friends so easily they will help the robbers out with the furniture.
· Goldens love people and want to be part of your family.   They are usually 100% dependent on you!  There are usually some spunky puppies with adventurous spirits that like to wander or play by themselves some – but even these pups will be docile and affectionate – especially with proper attention and training. 

  

