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Fundraiser dinner March 19 after worship
St. Paul's Council will sponsor a dinner on Sunday, March 19th
following worship. This is a fundraiser for either the general
fund or for items needed for our office set-up.
FREE WILL OFFERING and everyone is WELCOME!
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March/April 2017
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St. Paul’s News

May

Easter Lilies

Bring your lily for Easter Sunday to adorn the altar in memory of
loved ones. Please take your plant home after the worship
service.
April 21

Center
March/April Calendars

serving from 9:30 am
St. Paul’s Worship @ 8:30am

Our Women in Balance on Saturday, February 4
was very successful. A total of 40 for attendance,
and all surveys given at the end of the day were
100% GREAT, HAVE IT AGAIN NEXT
YEAR. Many THANKS to all the women who volunteered to prepare for the event. Lila Meske
Last Newsletter
This newsletter will be our last joint newsletter. Members of St.
Paul’s who would like to receive the Our Saviour’s Newsletter
need to contact Carol in the parish office to add your name to the
new mailing list. 715-785-7975 ok to leave a message.
St. Paul’s Record of Giving For February

Pray for God’s direction during the transition
Earnest prayer is requested for this transition as we make our
way between installed pastorates. Special prayer is requested
for congregation leadership, task forces, pastor and staff, bishop
and synod staff.
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Date

Amount Given

5-Feb

$137.00

12-Feb

$1,143.00

19-Feb

$408.00

26-Feb

$1,451.00
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St. Paul’s News
St. Paul’s Trust Fund February 19, 2017
Meeting was called to order by President Lila Meske at 9:30 am.
Secretary’s report of December. 4, 2016 was read with no corrections.
Treasurer’s report given by LaVerna Marcott: Balance $715.61
Old Business: None
New Business: Discussed upcoming fundraiser that we will sponsor
on Sunday, February. 26, 2017. Trustees and officers will furnish the
food with a free will offering, proceeds to St. Paul’s general fund.
President Lila gave the financial status of the investments. Explained
the effort to transfer funds from Ameriprise Financial to Thrivent Financial, due to lack of a communication system, and increase in the
interest rate. Motion by Claude Peissig, second by Sherry Krueger,
M/C
Christ in Our Home is being distributed to our congregation. Living
Lutheran membership list is up to date.
Lay Ministry: Will help Carrie Westberg if needed, and if funds are
available.
LSS: Dorchester facility of Thrivent Financial closed in January.
Discussed other programs to donate to in the future, such as Luther
Camp, House of Mercy, etc.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Adjournment by: LaVerna Marcott, second Claude Peissig, M/C

Egg bake fundraiser
St. Paul's Trust Fund sponsored the egg bake fundraiser on
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2017. We were well pleased with the attendance, and a big THANK YOU to the confirmation class who did
the serving and clean-up. You did a SUPER JOB!! Also, Thank
you to all who helped, and to your generous donations, a total of
$381.01 to be submitted to the general fund.
St. Paul's Trust Fund
LaVerna Marcott, Treas., Karleen Bakke, Trustee, Claude
Peissig, Trustee, Sherry Krueger, Trustee, Lila Meske, Pres.
Thank you to Ruth Mueller for her r ecent Thr ivent Choice
Dollars donation in support of St. Paul’s.
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Parish News—March Events
Ash Wednesday on March 1: SP @ 3pm, OS @6pm
Christians gather on this day to mark the beginning of Lent. The
people of God receive an ashen cross on the forehead (a gesture
rooted in baptism) and contemplate anew the ongoing meaning of
baptism initiation into the Lord’s death and resurrection.
First Sunday in Lent, March 5 to focus on temptation of Jesus
On Ash Wednesday, the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. The First
Sunday in Lent tells how the Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his
baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might
proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
Lutheran Social Services Sunday on March 5
This service of worship will recognize the vital work of Lutheran
Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. Adoption,
refugee resettlement, foster care, residential substance abuse
treatment, mental health crisis stabilization, Birth to Three programs, and counseling are among the many programs of LSS.
With Awe and Love: A Midweek Lenten Series Based on
Luther’s Small Catechism: Soup Supper 6pm; Worship 7pm
The year 2017 marks the observance of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation. In honor of that anniversary, our midweek Lenten series is built around Luther’s Small Catechism. The Small
Catechism was designed as a teaching tool of the faith, not just
within the church but in the home. Luther intended for the home
to be the place where faith was first shared and taught. To that
end, he created the Small Catechism: a simple explanation of the
Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments.

Commemoration of Patrick, Missionary to Ireland, March 19
St. Patrick’s Day is known for secular celebrations. Come to worship and hear about his lesser known work as missionary to Ireland. Some of his writings will be included in the worship, and
songs will be sung to Irish tunes. No matter your ethnic background, you can commemorate this missionary to Ireland!
Daylight saving time begins March 12
Daylight Saving Time (United States) 2017 begins on Sunday, March
12, at 2am. Set your clocks ahead. Spring forward for daylight
savings time.
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Our Saviour’s News

Parish News—April Events
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday on April 9
Relive the palm processional commemorating Jesus’ triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, and then meditate upon Jesus’ passion and
death on Sunday of the Passion/Palm. Though Jesus is obedient
unto death on the cross, he is exalted by God. We gather to remember his offering for the life of the world and to be fed by his
life-giving mercy.
Maundy Thursday on April 13: SP @ 3pm and OS @ 6pm
Come to Maundy Thursday worship as we remember how our
Lord broke bread with his disciples and gave the commandment to
love one another as we take part in the Maundy Thursday Service
of Holy Communion. At the Lord’s table, we remember Jesus’
sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in
love for the life of the world.
Good Friday community service at St. Paul’s
in Medford on April 14 at 12noon
A community Good Friday service of worship will be offered at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Medford led by the pastors of the
Medford Ministerial.
Celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord on April 16
Easter Breakfast: OS, 6:30am; SP, 9:30am
On this day, the Lord has acted! Jesus Christ is raised from the
dead. Be sure to bring family and relatives for this festival worship. Plan to partake in the Easter Breakfast beforehand. Filled
with hope we go forth to share the good news Christ is risen!

secretary agreed to another term.
We are in need of a husband/wife delegate team to travel to Eau
Claire and attend Synod Assembly April 29. We had no volunteers from the congregation so will need someone to help us out
with this attendance on April 29.
Ed opened the floor for questions.
Motion was made by Harry Frosch to adjourn the meeting, Gordy
Lekies, seconded. Motion carried. We all enjoyed a potluck
meal and good fellowship.

Submitted by Donna Nicks, Secretary

February
Joint
Financial
Report
Submitted by
Brenda Nernberger

He has risen!

Take time for worship
Out of 168 hours in the week, you are invited to take 1 hour for
worship!
4

Starting in
April
worship time
change for
St. Paul’s
8:30am
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Our Saviour’s News

From the Pastor’s Study

Annual Meeting, Our Saviour’s ELCA, February 5, 2017

From the Pastor

The annual meeting was called to order by President Ed Rowe. A prayer
led by Pastor Lowell was from “The light of Christ shines through us”
theme. We had 38 people attending. We followed along with the Annual Meeting booklets provided by Carol Lekies.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.

We went through the agenda and added the updating of the constitution
which was examined and explained by Pastor Lowell. They were approved, seconded and carried.
The minutes from the last annual meeting were in the booklets and read
silently by each of us. Motion to accept was made, seconded and carried.
The bishop’s report was on page 5 and read silently as was pastor’s report on page 6 & 7. Pastor talked about procedures presently used by
other congregations regarding shared ministry. He explained the options
including part-time clergy, retired pastors, and 2 or 3 point parishes sharing ministers. He informed us the Bishop was impress with our reacting
to a calling for Our Saviour’s with creativity and proactivity. Curtiss
will start their shared ministry with Stanley and Pastor Ken Schmidt
April 1. Pastor explained by offered to service our church as a part-time
pastor at 50% cost. The church services, hours and details are yet to be
worked out.
Co-Mission reports were printed in the Annual Report and were read on
our own. A motion was made to accept, second and carry what was
printed.
Elaine went through the financial reports, the budget for 2017 and the
reports to accept were motioned, seconded and carried.
Brenda went through the Joint Financial Report. She advised us the bank
account will be divided up between St. Paul’s and Our Saviour’s churches when the bills are paid and we split on or about April 1.
Pastor explained updating the constitution regarding membership, roster
ministers, parish arrangements Chapter 20, needs a majority vote to update. Carole Jari motioned and Warren Behling seconded. Carried to
update the constitution.
There were three offices up for re-election. The nominating committee
was unsuccessful in obtaining new candidates. The existing officers
were nominated and elected to sit another term in their positions. Ed
Rowe president, Paula Stroinski vice president, and Donna Nicks,
16

Stanley passed the proposed Letter of Agreement with Curtiss on
January 22. Curtiss passed the proposed Letter of Agreement at
their annual meeting on February 12. The agreement will go into
effect April 1. I have offered to stay on at Holway on a 1/2 time
basis for the time being.

According to the history
After Pastor Kleppe left, Pastor Norby came to serve. He was
installed on December 8, 1918. Pastor Norby lived in Abbotsford. The parish now consisted of Curtiss, Dorchester,
and Holway. Pastor Norby had been installed as pastor at
Curtiss in 1917. Due to his efforts, Curtiss, together with Holway and Dorchester, became a self-supporting parish.
We give thanks for this partnership in the gospel and pray for
God’s guidance into the future.

As your interim pastor, I want to assure you that I am working
diligently to affect a smooth transition. The Transition Task Force
and Congregation Council is working with the Assistant to the
Bishop to explore options for the future to provide Word and
Sacrament ministry at Holway.
I met with the Congregational Council at Trinity in Unity on
March 6 and agreed to serve the congregation on a 1/2 time basis
starting April 1 in addition to Holway. Unity worship time will
be 10:30am.

Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor Lowell Bolstad

osspelca.org

Donna Nicks sponsored the website in
February in memory of her late husband
Roger. Thank you.
If you would like to sponsor the website,
call the parish office at 715-785-7975.
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Parish News

Our Saviour’s News

Soup Suppers during Lent
During March, Our Saviour’s & St.
Paul’s will take turns hosting soup
suppers before worship beginning with
Our Saviour’s on March 8. Soup at
6pm, worship at 7pm. Members are
asked to bring sandwiches or dessert to
complete the meal.
March 8—Our Saviour’s
March 15—St. Paul’s
March 22—Our Saviour’s
March 29—St. Paul’s
April 5—Our Saviour’s

Confirmation
Class at Our Saviour’s will meet March 8, 15, 22, 29.
During Lent after class and before worship, youth are encouraged to help with the Wednesday Soup Suppers.
Confirmation class will not meet during Holy Week
Sunday May 21—Confirmation @ Our Saviour’s
Confirmation Pictures Wednesday, May 17. Time TBA

Just a reminder for
OS members...
Hearing assistance available for worship.
See ushers.

At Our Saviour’s
April 9

Palm Sunday

April 12
April 13

No Confirmation or soup supper
Maundy Thur sday
Wor ship 7:00pm
with communion
Good Fr iday Ecumenical
Worship at St. Paul’s, Medford Noon
Easter Sunday
Wor ship 8:30am
with communion

April 14
April 16

Wor ship 8:30am

April
Worship
Assistants
6
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Our Saviour’s News

Parish News

Our Saviour’s Sunday School
The calendar for the remainder of this Sunday School year will
be as follows:
February 26 – Teacher’s choice lesson
March 12 – Teacher’s choice lesson
March 26 – Teacher’s choice lesson
April 9 – Palm Sunday and the Easter Story
April 23 – Spring into God’s beautiful World - Easter Egg Hunt
May 7 – “Honor your Father and your Mother”
May 14 – Singing in Church with treats following – No Sunday
School
FEBRUARY 12 was a great day with a great movie. We had about
60 people (adults and children) attend the movie “A Dog’s Purpose” at the Broadway Theater. Thank you to everyone that attended and again a special Thank you to Roy Jaslowski for donating funds to Our Saviour’s Sunday School to make our outing and
other special events possible. If you see Roy or Dave Fleegel
(owner of the theater), remember to thank them yourself. Those
two words and a smile go a long way.
QUILTS – Carole Jari and Joanne Lavin have completed the
squares that the children started in January. They will be at church
this Sunday for everyone to see and then take home. Remember,
we did this project to help our children understand the need to give
as God wants us to; not only with our money but with our talents
and how we touch many lives by doing so. Thank you to Carole
and Joanne for their help and extra effort to complete the squares.
Again, those two words and a smile will touch their hearts as well.
There are many exciting things happening at Our Saviour’s. St.
Paul’s in Curtiss has decided to begin a partnership with Our Savior’s in Stanley, our interim Pastor will be part time beginning
April 1st, the call process (to get a new Pastor) is in progress, a
search for a new organist is beginning (if you know anyone that
plays, please let Ed Rowe, our Council president know) and our
children are the best EVER!
We all need to strive to keep our church
alive and active for our children.

Blessings,
Our Saviour’s Education Co-mission
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St. Paul’s Easter Breakfast
Serving from 9:30 am

Because We’ve Been There
Do you have a loved one who is using
meth or other drugs? Do you suspect that
someone you love has a drug addiction
problem? Do you feel as though you are
alone in your struggles? Maybe we can
help.
We are a casual, confidential support group
run by peers. Before we can be a help to
others, we have to help ourselves.
Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month in the
small conference room at the Medford Public Library from 6-7pm. For
more information or for support call or email. All calls and emails are
kept confidential.

7

Parish News

Our Saviour’s News

Join friends for a day of learning and sharing at

Walking Together
Saturday March 18
@ Davies Center UWEC
9am—4:30pm
Choose from over 70 workshops presented by synod staff,
pastors, and lay leaders from across the synod. $20.00 per
person (Youth & young adults age 25 and under free.) Lunch
included. Call the parish or synod office to register. To register
on line go to lbartsch@nwswi.org
Topics include
worship/music/preaching, faith formation, social justice/
environmental care, local and global mission,
congregational renewal and leadership, to mention a few.

Shared Ministry To End
St. Paul’s in Curtiss has made the decision to realign with Our
Savior’s in Stanley for financial reasons.
“It's official, both Our Savior's in Stanley and St. Paul's in
Curtiss have agreed to work together beginning April 1! OS
in Stanley voted at their annual meeting on January 22, and
today, SP in Curtiss voted at their annual meeting. I will
continue to serve as pastor at Our Savior's, but will now also
serve as pastor part time at St. Paul's. Excited to see what
God has in store!” Pastor Ken Schmidt, facebook.
We at our Saviour’s of Holway will miss our partnership with
them, but wish them the very best! Our doors are always open to
members of St. Paul’s. You may be leaving, but you won’t be
forgotten.
Beginning April 1, Pastor Ken Schmidt from Our Savior’s, Stanley,
will conduct services at St. Paul’s in Curtiss at 8:30am. This means
Donna will no longer be our full-time organist as she can’t be two
places at once. She has been playing for Our Saviour’s for close to
30 years. To say we will miss her is an understatement. Our gratitude to her for all the years she made us a part of her Sunday
mornings.
Our Saviour’s Council
8

Our Saviour’s WELCA Meeting – February 1, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Echo Buehler with
9 ladies and Pastor present.
Marian read the purpose statement. There was no secretary’s report. Treasurer’s report read and approved. There was no mission report or thank yous.
No Old Business
New Business
Women & Balance February. 4 in Curtiss.
Annual Meeting with potluck February 5. Church is at 10:15.
Meeting after church.
World Day of Prayer, March 3, location will be announced.
March 1, Ash Wednesday. There will not be a WELCA meeting.
Soup Suppers
March 8 – Confirmation
March 22—Marian & Dorothy
Aril 5—Carol & Lois
Barb will bring crackers. Everybody else sandwiches or dessert.
Spring Rally hosted by Unity. Date not set yet.
Honor’s Day is May 21 with Confirmation
Will celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversaries and 90th birthdays.
Let us know if you know of anyone celebrating these milestones.
Next meeting: April 5 after Lenten worship.
Submitted by Dorothy Pagel, Secretary.

Save the date.
WELCA Spring Rally @ Unity
May 20, 2017
Details to be announced.
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Parish News

Our Saviour’s News
Attn: Men of the Congregation
It's Easter Breakfast time once again. Asking men and boys of all
ages to come help with the set-up, cooking, and serving of the
Easter Breakfast, Sunday, April 16. Looking for all the great help
we had last year. The proceeds from the breakfast go the Cemetery Association for the care of our cemetery. Mark your calendars men, it's a great way to spend some quality time, helping a
good cause. To volunteer contact Brian Hallgren, Echo Buehler
or Paula Stroinski.

Thanks in advance,
Our Saviour's Cemetery Association
Cemetery Association to meet
The Our Saviour’s Cemetery Association's Annual Meeting will
be held Monday March 27, at 7 p.m. at the church.

Scrip Gift Cards through Our Saviour’s
Scrip gift cards are the same as gift cards you can purchase from
the retailer. However, by purchasing them through Our Saviour’s
at face value, our church receives an instant rebate of between 315%, depending on the store. From grocery stores to department
stores, gas stations, restaurants and more, this is an easy
“fundraiser” to help with expenses of our church.
Please contact Brenda Nernberger or Elaine Hallgren for more
information/details on ordering scrip cards. We always have
County Market and Cenex scrip cards on hand, and are “open for
business” every Sunday before and after church services in the
fellowship hall.
Finance Co-Mission
Thrivent Choice Dollars
Ken & Marian Nernberger, Carole & Matt Jari,
Richard Campbell, and Mike Selby.
Thank you for donating your Choice Dollars to Our
Saviour’s. This money will be used to further
support the work at Our Saviour’s.
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March 31 will mark the end of the joint parish relationship between Our Saviour’s in Holway and St. Paul’s in Curtiss.
Churches in general have seen a decline in membership and we
are not immune to this trend. As we at St. Paul’s faced the reality of our financial situation, the opportunity of working with
Our Savior’s in Stanley had to be considered. It is with sadness
that we end our approximately century-long partnership with
OS. Even though our formal relationship will be over, we have
formed lasting friendships and memories. I have no doubt we
will continue to support each other in Christian fellowship and
look forward to seeing familiar faces at various dinners and
events in the future.
I wonder where the church in general will be in another one
hundred years. Just as the disciples continued on after Jesus’
resurrection, we will step forward with appreciation for the past
and hope in God’s guidance for the future. We can cherish and
appreciate the efforts of all who have worked over this past century to sustain SP and OS and we ask God’s blessing for both
churches as we move forward.
With fondness,
Jenny Jakel, St. Paul’s Council President.
We Are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is
one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States,
with about 4 million members in nearly 10,000 congregations
across the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence
in God’s grace. For us, as the ELCA, this faith comes through the
good news of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom and the courage to wonder, discover and boldly participate in what God is up to
in the world.
We are a church that is always being made new, and at the
same time, is deeply rooted in Scripture, Lutheran theology and
Lutheran confessions. We are also rooted in the vibrant, diverse
communities and rich histories of our congregations. It’s through
these roots that the Holy Spirit guides and nourishes us so that we
can be a church that is both resilient and always new.
We welcome you to join this community of faith — the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — regardless of your
age, race, gender, life experience, complexities and questions. You
have a unique story that can only add to the richness of the larger
story that makes up the ELCA. There is a place for you here!
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Our Saviour’s News

Personal Care Kits

Our Saviour’s News

During Lent members of Our Saviour’s are collecting items for
LWR personal care kits. Towels are used to wrap the items and
secured with a rubber band or string.

Our Saviour’s Easter Lily Orders
If you would like to purchase an EASTER LILY for worship
on Easter, forms are on the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall. Lilies cost $9 each. A bulletin insert on Easter will include the names of loved ones and donors. Plants will not be
labeled. After worship, take plant/s of your choosing home.

Each kit includes: soap, comb, nail clippers, toothbrush & towel

Friday April 7—Order Deadline

2017 Lenten Appeal

Light weight, dark colored towels are preferred no bigger than
53”x27”. Please give new items only. Do not donate items with
religious symbols, messages, the U.S. flag or any references to
the armed forces including camouflage. Do not enclose the kit or
any of its contents in plastic bags.

Flowers at Our Saviour’s for Easter
Members wishing to purchase flowers, other than
lilies, to decorate the altar/church on Easter Sunday are welcome to do so on their own. (tulips,
hydrangeas, hyacinths, etc.) Plants will not be
displayed before Easter Sunday. Please take your
plants home after worship.

Transition Task Force Update
The group has been working on the Ministry Site Profile in hopes
of having it done to present to the council for approval at the next
council meeting. The Ministry Site Profile is a detailed summary
of who we are and what our congregation is looking for in a new
pastor. Upon council approval, it will be submitted to the synod.
If you have questions, contact Barb Krug.
Collection boxes are in the fellowship hall.
Our goal is to assemble 50 care kits.
Thank you for your support.
The Agape Co-Mission
Invite others to church
Do you know someone in your relation, friendship, neighborhood, or work settings who may be looking for a church
home? Why not bring them to church with you. Also, if you
see somebody moving into the neighborhood, mention the
church to them. You could be doing somebody a big favor!
10

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God
and for our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation, or synod can do
alone. We are church together for the sake of the world.
What is Mission Support?
Your offering is stewarded by your Congregation Council to support the work of your congregation. When your congregation
votes to adopt its annual budget, you designate a portion of your
offering to be shared with your synod and the ELCA churchwide.
These funds are called Mission Support.
11

