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Climate Change, National Security, and the Quadrennial Defense
Review

Avoiding the Perfect Storm

This collection of presentations is concerned with the impact of climate change on US
national security. Several speakers discuss the implications for the US navy, its
operations and strategy in an ice free Arctic. It is also argued that resource exploitation
and commercial shipping will become important issues and the global impact of climate
change is evaluated in regard to national security issues, such migration and stability.
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The Precautionary Principle and WTO Law:

Divergent Views Toward the Role of Science in
Assessing and Managing Risk

This document presents the divergent political views of the EU and US toward the
usefulness of science as a tool to understand and manage uncertainties surrounding
public health and environmental risks. The author chronicles concerns that have arisen
regarding food safety, chemicals management, waste disposal, industrial pollutants and
climate change. He concludes that the resolution of these issues is likely to have a
profound legal, social and economic impact on all WTO member governments and
industries.
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The US Response to the Kyoto Protocol

A Realistic Alternative?

This paper highlights the key requirements and mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol as
well as the proposed US response to the Protocol’s effort to address climate change.
The author considers key proposals contained within the Bush plan and the House and
Senate bills for achieving greenhouse gases emissions reductions and the creation of
renewable clean energy sources. The paper also analyzes whether the aggregate
proposed US response promotes sustainable development within the context of climate
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change, and consequently, whether it serves as a realistic alternative to the Kyoto
regime.
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Who we are

The International Relations and Security Network (ISN) is one of the world’s leading
open access information services for both professionals and students who focus on
international relations (IR) and security studies.

Established in 1994, our mission is to facilitate security-related dialogue and
cooperation within atrusted network of international relations organizations,
professionals and experts, and to provide open-source international relations and
security-related tools and materials in accessible ways.

...The ISN is an online project of the Center for Security Studies (CSS), at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich). It is jointly funded by the Swiss Federal
Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport (DDPS) and ETH Zurich.
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