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[Editor: The only things that have change are these:
• a global, not national scale, and
• the lack of an international antitrust agency.
Perhaps that is not so much of a change after all.]
Art Buchwald, in one of his most penetrating social commentaries, once looked ahead to the year 1978.
By then every company west of the Mississippi River had been merged into a single corporation, Samson
Securities. Every company east of the Mississippi had been merged into another corporation, the Delilah
Company. To simplify things still more, the heads of Samson and Delilah decided to merge, so that there
would be only one corporation in the entire United States. However, a clearance to join Samson and
Delilah was needed from the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice.

Here is Buchwald’s scenario:
At first the head of the Antitrust Division indicated that he might have reservations about allowing the
only two companies left in the United States to merge.
“Our department,” he said, “will take a close look at this proposed merger. It is our obligation to further
competition in private business and industry, and if we allow Samson and Delilah to merge we may be
doing the customer a disservice.”
The chairman of Samson protested vigorously that merging with Delilah would not stifle competition, but
would help it. “The public will be the true beneficiary of this merger,” he said. “The larger we are, the
more services we can perform, and the lower prices we can charge.”
The president of Delilah backed him up. “in the Communist system, the people don’t have a choice.
They must buy from the state. In our capitalistic society, the people can buy either from the Samson
Company or the Delilah Company.”
“But if you merge,” someone pointed out, “there will be only one company left in the United States.”
“Exactly,” said the president of Delilah. “Thank God for the free enterprise system.”
The Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice studied the merger for months. Finally, the Attorney
General made this ruling. “While we find drawbacks to only one company being left in the United
States, we feel the advantages to the public far outweigh the disadvantages. “Therefore, we’re making
and exception in this case and allowing Samson and Delilah to merge.
“I would like to announce that the Samson and Delilah Company is now negotiating at the White House
with the President to buy the United States. The Justice Department will naturally study this merger to
see if it violates any of our strong antitrust laws.”
Speech to the American Society of Newspaper Editors, Washington, D.C., January 17, 1925.
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