Awhile back, 


we did a study on Tuesday nights called, 



“Surprised By Hope” 


in which the topic of our resurrected bodies came up.  

My memory of that discussion 


supports my practice of calling this letter, 



1 Skagwegians 



instead of 1 Corinthians.  

For we that night, 


like the Corinthians, 



struggled greatly to visualize what this new body would look like.

Part of that issue could be related to our culture, 


that has imagined life after death, 



but it has mainly framed it as monsters or freaks.  

The craze of Zombies over the last few years 


has been a sign of people's confusion over what God is going to do.  

They highlight our fears of the resurrection.  


Will we be resurrected with many of the same problems we once had, 



but amplified?

But Paul would call our Zombie explanation 


the same thing he calls the Corinthian's theories 



that they had already been resurrected 



or that there was no resurrection, 




“Stupid! 




How Foolish!”  

He would then explain to us 


why our Zombie theory 


isn't what Christ showed us would happen, 



as he is the first fruit of what happens in the resurrection



and he was not a Zombie.  

In order to do so, 


Paul doesn't go into any deep theological explanation, 



but he uses two illustrations that a child can relate to.  




A seed,




and the different bodies of the world around us.  

These two illustrations point out that the Corinthian's, 


who think of themselves as resurrected people already, 



are not.  

For us, 


they help us imagine what our lives will be like.

With the seed, 


we know that the seed 


and the plant that it grows into 



look nothing alike.  

The seed is usually smaller than our finger nail 


and the plant can be as big as a Redwood Tree.  

Looking at a seed itself, 


there is very little we can exactly predict about what it will look like.  

But we know that it will carry the same persona 


as the plant that the seed came from.  



If it is a clover plant, 




it may have 3 leaves, 




it may have 4, 





we don't know 




until after it has gone through the transformation process of dying




 and being raised to life.  



But we do know 




that it will most likely be green 




and can guess the shapes of the leaves, 





even if we do not know the number.  

The same with grain, 


we know the range of height the grain of wheat will grow into, 


an approximate number of grains on the stock, 


the range of color, 



but we will not be able to spell it out absolutely.  

Why not absolutely?  


Because it is God's work, 



not ours.  

God is bringing about the creation and the growth.  

And ideally, 


God is doing something new with it.  

Which he does every day with seeds now.  


Every plant once looked like a little grain.  

In the seeds dying, 


through the process of death, 



God brings about something with so much more glory 




than just the seed had.  



God produces something that has all the glory of the seed and then some.  



For that one seed produces dozens more.  





But it also produces a stalk, 




and possibly flowers for a season, 




and then a harvestable, 





life giving fruit or food,




with more seeds.

So it will be with our bodies.  

They will have many similarities to the bodies we currently have, 


just as Jesus walked amongst the people 



and they recognized him.  

Those that walked on the road with him to Emmaus 


did not think they were walking with an alien or monster, 


they thought it was a fellow traveler.  

But at the same time, 


our bodies will be different.

This is where the second illustration Paul uses comes in.  

Paul talks about the different kind of flesh and bodies that exist in the world already.  


Animals have very different bodies from one another.  



Some can swim, 



some can fly, 



some can run, 



some can hop, 



some can do a combination, 




because they are all created differently.  



Some eat meat, 



some eat plants, 



some eat whatever is available, 




because they have different bodies.  


Then Paul moves into the larger universe and says, 



things on earth have certain characteristics, 


but the heavenly bodies have a whole different way of existing.  

We serve a glorious and creative God.  


Where even each of those large balls of exploding gas that light up the night sky



 have their own glory.  


We have now given them names, 



like white dwarfs, 



red super giants, 



pulsars, 



and neutron stars.  


But each has its own unique attributes and existence.

So when we limit God to this bodily frame 


with the same aches and pains, 



we are missing Paul's point.  

What is sown 

and what is raised 


will be different 


and the same.  

For example, 


take the body you have right now.  

All but a couple of us are past our bodies peak.  


It happened back in our 20's to early 30's.  

So when we think of this current version of our body being ours for eternity, 


we say, 



“No thank you.”  


Our knees, 


hips, 


ankles, 


growths, 


bellies, 


hair growing in places 



and receding in others 


is not what we want for all eternity.  

But the reason our body is failing us, 


is that it is perishable.  



The muscle cells die, 



the brain cells die, 



the cartilage that use to protect your joints when you moved, 




has dissolved.  

But in the resurrection, 


when death is defeated 


and is no longer causing things to decay or die, 



your body will be raised imperishable.  

How else would it last for all eternity?   

The work our body does for God today 


functions through a broken relationship with the father, 



in dishonor.  

We give God praise and worship, 


but mainly when it is convenient. 

When we are raised, 


our bodies will finally fully do what they were created to do, 



give God glory. 


For they will be fueled purely by the Spirit of God.  

They were sown in weakness, 


created with the ability to sin.  

When our bodies are raised, 


they will be raised in the full power of God.  


They will reflect God's glory 100%.

We then hit the troublesome translation of verse 44, 


the sown natural body 


and the raised spiritual body.  

First note that both have a body.  


There is still a physical body involved.  

We then need to hear Paul's use of natural and spiritual 


within the context of the passage.  

In the verses that follow, 


the first Adam and the last Adam are contrasted.  



They are described as natural and spiritual, 



also as earthly and from heaven.  

We then go back to Paul's second illustration 


of contrasting animals and plants of the earth 


versus the Sun, Moon, and stars of the heavens.  

These are contrasting terms not to tell how they sown, 


but their expressions.  



We were first from the dust.  



We will be fully 




and are currently partially sustained





 by the Holy Spirit.  



We are sustained by things from the earth, 



in our resurrected bodies, 




we will be sustained by the Spirit of God.  

What we run on will be drastically different.

Think about that for a minute.  

How will life change 


if we are not dependent on the earth to produce our sustenance, 



but only God?  

Famine is a plague that affects millions.  

Our lives and work are based on the need to put food on the table.  


But if we are sustained no longer by things of the earth, 


but by the Holy Spirit, 



life has to be drastically different.  

Our priorities will change, 

our lifestyles will change.  

God's Word being referred to as the Bread of Life 


will make even more sense to us.  

Christ being the center of our lives and worship will make more sense.  


Because everything we tend to worship, 



comes from what we think will sustain us.  




Money, 




power, 




looks, 




possessions, 




popularity, 



they are all valued 




because we believe they help give life.  

When life comes solely through the power of the Spirit, 


we will worship nothing but the Spirit and its life source, 



the Triune God.

Paul concludes by assuring us and the Corinthians that all of this is possible.  


For we have all ready borne the likeness of Adam, 



so we will be able to live into the likeness of the man from heaven, 




Jesus.  

We too will be able to live out this resurrection life 


with these resurrection bodies, 


the Spirit fueled bodies that will not die if they don't eat or drink, 



because death will not exist.  

They will not die at all, 


because they are sustained purely by an eternal fuel source, 



the Holy Spirit, 



God himself.  

Wars will be no more, 


because what will there be to fight for?  



Control of oil, 



water, 



food, 



or the land that holds these will be unnecessary.  

For we have a source of life 


that is not dependent on any of these things, 

but rather is the source, 


the creator of all these things.

Paul tells the Corinthians all of this, 


so that they will understand that they have not reached spiritual perfection yet 


and that the body is good.  

Why does God want you to know this today.  

Why do you need to understand what your resurrected body will and won't be like?  

Because we need to understand 


why living into a life sustained by the Spirit matters now.  


Why we can't just all hope to be deathbed converts.

To do so, 


we need to understand that accepting Jesus and his resurrected life, 

means accepting his character and behavior now 


as part of our life.  

These bodies are seeds 


that are being shaped with the characteristics of the future plant 



that will exist for eternity.  

How we use our bodies now 


can help or hurt 



the ability of the future seed to fully flourish in the future.   

We will someday live in a way 


that has no death, 


no decay, 


no broken relationships with each other, 



God, 



the world, 



or ourselves.  

While we could wait for Jesus to return to earth and make that happen, 


nurture this seed right here, 


right now 



for it is what the new eternal life will sprout from after death.  

Why wait for death to have less influence, 


for relationships to be healed, 


for us to depend on God?  

For Jesus addressed these problems already 


so that our seeds for an eternal body 



can avoid damage and strain now.  

Let us try to imagine what it will be like 


and take care of what the seeds we have for our future bodies 



now.
