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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
I have come to realize that in the midst of the COVID pandemic, the newsletter may be the only
way I can communicate with the entire church quickly (relatively speaking) and easily. So I want to
take this opportunity to share a few things with all of you:
Online Bible Study and Devotions
In September, I made the decision to stop doing the online devotion on Wednesday. I did so
because we are beginning to get back to some level of activity in the church, and as things are
added to my schedule, other things have to be let go. I made the decision that the Wednesday
devotions could go in favor of some other ministries. I want to assure you, however, that we will
continue the online Bible study at least until we get through the book of Revelation, which at the
pace we are going will be sometime in January. At that time, I will evaluate the activity in the
church and determine if that study is a good use of my time once we have moved into whatever
phase of reopening we might be at that time.
COVID-19
Speaking of reopening, there are a number of things that I want the entire church to be
aware of regarding our efforts at safety as we move slowly to reopen the church. First, we are
beginning to allow small group meetings in the church. Please understand that the Governor has
asked that groups be limited to no more than 10 persons, and so, that is our goal. Although there
may be a time that we exceed the 10 person limit (but only by one or two), our goal is to keep all
meetings at 10 or less people. Some of these meetings will include our new GriefShare support
group and we will be inviting the Sober House Board to resume their meetings at the
church. Groups are being asked to observe social distancing and take other precautions, as
necessary. We have also informed the ROC that they can use our parking lot for outdoor meetings,
understanding that they will be observing social distancing protocols. It should be noted that if and
when the Boy Scouts resume, their insurance requires that the 10 person limit is a hard and fast
rule. This will also apply to the ROC.
The Trustees, at their meeting on September 14th, voted to purchase UV-C light wands,
which can be used, under CDC guidelines, to disinfect surfaces in the church. Our intention is to
use these wands to disinfect pews in the sanctuary so that when the weather requires our drive-in
services to move indoors, both Sunday morning services can be held in the sanctuary. The Saturday
night service will be moved into the fellowship hall, which will allow us to continue using the short
-range FM transmitter, so that those who want to come, but do not want to come inside, can continue to hear the service from the parking lot. The chairs in the fellowship hall will also be disinfected
(the method is yet to be determined) after the Saturday night service and before the Hearts on Fire
service. (Continued on next page)

We will be celebrating communion on October 3rd and 4th in observance of World Communion Sunday. We have purchased individually sealed communion elements for use that day to avoid the
spreading of the COVID virus. They will be distributed at the drive-in service by someone wearing
mask and gloves (including Hearts on Fire), and will be set out on tables in the sanctuary for you to
pick up as you arrive for the indoor service. All care will be taken that the elements will not be handled by anyone not gloved and masked, but the scientific evidence shows that we can also use the
UV lights to disinfect the elements after they are set out. If you are uncomfortable with this type of
communion, you are invited to bring your own elements from home (The bread is not gluten-free in
these elements, so if you need gluten-free, bring it from home. You can still use the sealed cup for
the grape juice if you would like). I will be consecrating the elements before we take communion
but while you are holding the elements. If you are worshiping with us online and would like to use
the elements we have, contact us and we can make arrangements for you to pick them up or for
someone from the church to drop them off.
It is difficult to make decisions at this time, balancing our desire to return to normalcy and
protecting the health of our congregation. I ask for your patience as we do the best we can to be in
ministry without jeopardizing the health of our congregation. If you have any suggestions of how
we can do this, I would love to hear them.
Pastor Steve

Meat loaf and ham loaf are back! Loaves must be ordered by Monday,
October 12th with the form below or by calling the church office at
330-337-9531. Orders may be dropped into the collection plate as well.
Loaves must be picked up under the south portico on Saturday, October
17th, from 1-2pm.
Thank you for helping with this mission project!!

Marvelous Methodist Meatloaf
Please make your check payable to U.M.W.
The deadline to order is Monday, Oct. 12th and pick up day is Saturday, Oct. 17th
Name _______________ Phone # ________________
Meat Loaf

Ham Loaf

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$7.00

____ 1# (2 Meals)

$7.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals)

$14.00

____ 2# (4-5 Meals) $14.00

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey
EDITORS NOTE:
This was submitted to the church office in March of 2020. Due to
Pastor Harvey's passing and COVID-19, we decided to wait to
publish. So please, take a moment to fondly remember
Pastor Harvey while reading his last “Sacred Space.”
“THINGS GO BETTER”
I was talking with a friend about the importance of starting the
day with prayer. He said, “Yes, things go better for me when I start
the day with prayer.” Jesus gave us the pattern. After a full day of
healing people and before beginning another busy day, “Very early
in the morning, Jesus got up and went off to a lonely place where
he prayed.” (Mark 1:35) The writer of Psalm 5 says, “In the
morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my request
before you and wait expectantly.” One of our Methodist leaders,
Ralph Spaulding Cushman, affirmed the importance of morning
prayer in his poem, “The Secret.”
I met God in the morning, when the day was at its best,
And His Presence came like sunrise, like a glory in my breast.
All day long the Presence lingered, all day long He stayed with me,
And we sailed in perfect calmness, o’er a very troubled sea.
Then I thought of other mornings, with a keen remorse of mind,
When I too had loosed the moorings, with the Presence left behind
So I think I know the secret, learned from many a troubled way;
You must seek Him in the morning if you want Him through the day!
Friends, let’s begin every day with prayer, and prove for ourselves
that “Things Go Better!”

August

August

Year to Date

Income

$24,755.45

$178,848.02

ROC

$ 365.00

Expense

$22,899.85

$185,877.81

Pantry

$ 100.00

$ 1,855.60

$ -7,029.79

Trustees $1,148.47

Just wanted to send a BIG
Thank You to everyone for your
faithful giving.
These are difficult times and
your faithfulness has kept our
church free from financial
stress.

The Church Office is open Wednesday
thru Friday, from 8am-3pm.
Monday & Tuesday the Office will be
closed but phone calls will be answered
from 8am-3pm.

We are truly BLESSED!

Thank You!!

-Yvonne

Faithful Hearts
Pie Fall Fundraiser
Orders due by October 12, 2020
Pies will be delivered the first week of November.
Pies are $14.50 each

Varieties available: Pumpkin, Apple, Cherry, Apple/Cranberry and Peach.

Pot Pies are $5.00 each

Varieties available: Chicken and Beef.

The Pies come frozen and ready for you to bake at your convenience.

Larry Bennett
Deborah Lambert
Barb Nieder
Roger Zeigler
Abby Bennett
Philip Bennett
Linda Fullum
Kathy Bennett
Stanley Stokes
John Omslaer

10/01
10/01
10/01
10/01
10/05
10/09
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/14

Richie Wyatt
10/14
Sharon Waterbeck 10/15
Patricia Crowl
10/18
Heather Sedlacek 10/18
Richard Beeson 10/22
Karen Buchmann 10/23
Judith Nannah
10/23
Eva Rae Cody
10/24
Kay Davidson
10/25
Corrine Martig
10/25
James Solmen
10/25
William Madjarac 10/26
Samara Anderson 10/28
Richard Ward
10/29
Dave Allego
10/31
Irene Halverstadt 10/31

Joey & Jenny Toporcer
Roger & Karen Zeigler
Ray & Janet Smith
Larry & Linda Oesch
David & Linda Peterson
Bill & Heather Sedlacek
Mike & Sharon Waterbeck
Fred & Bonnie Brautigam

9 Years
55 Years
61 Years
46 Years
43 Years
32 Years
23 Years
51 Years

10/15
10/16
10/17
10/19
10/22
10/22
10/25
10/31

The Wednesday Morning Women’s
Bible Study will be starting back up
Wednesday, October 7th at 9am in the
Fellowship Hall!

All Women in the church are
invited to attend!!

Operation Christmas Child News
This traditional early Christmas event will look a little different
this year. Children that depend on Samaritans Purse and this
Christmas gift giving are still needy this year even though we
can’t pack our boxes as a large group. These children still need
our compassionate, thoughtful, and even playful articles that
become theirs in the gift box.
So from Oct. 1st until Nov. 11th, a display table will be set up in
the Sanctuary. Your packing boxes, suggestion lists and packing
Instructions will be available for pick up. I will also have boxes
and instruction available at each drive-in service. Although we
cannot all be together in our packing party, we can still
generously provide a box for a child.
If you prefer that I purchase and pack, please then donate items or money and leave in the
church office. I will need all returned boxes and any donations by Nov. 11th. The boxes will
then be delivered to a collection center during the week of Nov. 16th.
Any questions call Nancy at 330-277-6390.

**This event is pending the City of Salem holding
“Trick or Treat” and also any state mandates that
may come from the Governor**
Once we have more information ...we will make sure
to pass the word along, but if you are willing to have a
Trunk decorated, you can let Barb Irwin or
Nancy Miller know.
This will be held the same night as “Trick or Treat”

Anyone Welcome!
Thursdays at 5:30pm
(excluding Thanksgiving)
For more information or to sign
up, call the office!

Clothing Pantry
WHEN: 2nd Saturday, 2nd and 4th Thursday Each Month
MASKS ARE REQUIRED AND
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST!
6 PEOPLE AT A TIME AND
PRACTICE SOCIAL
DISTANCING

TIME: 10:00 to 12:00 am (Staff will be there)
WHERE: First United Methodist Church
244 South Broadway
Salem, OH.

Supporting an International Mission
At our winter Administrative Board meeting, Jack Kothera made a motion that we
support an outside mission missionary/mission. After discussion it was passed. The
plan was to support the mission project at $100/month and it would become a line item
in our annual budget starting in 2021. The plan for this year was for groups within the
church to sponsor a month. With Covid-19 coming along that hasn’t worked out. The
Missions Committee is going to put $600 in our budget from this year into this
endeavor.
Within Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church there are very many ministries
(almost 1000) we can choose to support. Through Global Ministries, 100% of our
donation reaches the end ministry. After considering many ministries, our committee
decided to support a water well and water pump project in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, which is in south central Africa. The area is battling an ongoing epidemic of
Cholera since May of 2017 due to the lack of clean drinking water.

Personal Hygiene Items for People in
Recovery
Thank you for all your donations. We are going to start collecting the next grouping of
items which are: tooth brushes, tooth paste, shaving cream and razors.
Please your donations in the white basket in the corner of the Sanctuary near the
office.

George McKee, Gary Davidson, Mary Beth & Ed Rumburg,
Kyle Franzen, Linda Kelly & Ashley Kimmit
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
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Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance

Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.

