
 
  Dangers Facing Christianity 

Welcome 
It is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Our endeavor is to 

worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in 
all that we do and teach. 

If you desire to have a private Bible Study 

at your convenience, let us know. 
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Longsuffering 
How much longsuffering do you have? I often wonder about the 
longsuffering of the Lord. Peter said, “But forget not this one thing, 
beloved, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-9). 
Peter did not say that the Lord is “longsuffering to mockers,” but “to you-
ward:” to the “beloved.” The Lord’s longsuffering delays the time of his 
coming for the benefit of the beloved: not wishing that any of them perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. 

 
The compassion of the Lord for humanity is without contradiction: “But 
when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and scattered, as sheep not having a 
shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest indeed is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of harvest, that he send 
forth laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:36-38). Jesus had compassion, 
not only for their spiritual ill health, but also for their physical ill health, 
saying, “he came forth, and saw a great multitude, and (continued page 2) 
 
Have you given thought to the cost of discipleship, or even what it means 
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Dangers Facing the Church 
Lack of Repentance I 

I. Repentance: 
 A. By implication reversal (of [another’s] decision)” 
 B. A change of mind, as it appears to one who repents, of a 

purpose he has formed or of something he has done 
(Thayer’s) 

 C. Ezra 9:1—10:19 – “and being guilty…for their guilt” 

 

II. Command to Repent: 
 A. Matt. 3: 1-12 – Preaching of John was a call to repentance of 

the Jewish people. 
 B. Acts 26:17-18, 20 – Doing works worthy of repentance 
 C. Isa. 1:2-17 – Isaiah cries out for repentance: repent or be 

condemned. 
 D. Lk. 24:46-47– Thus…repentance and remission of sins should 
  be preached 
 E. Acts 17:30 – Commands all men everywhere to repent 
 

III. A Continual Necessity: 
 A. 2 Pet. 3:9 – All should come to repentance 
 B. Acts 8:22 – Simon who had been a Sorcerer 
 C. Gal. 2:11, 14 – Cephas stood condemned. 
 D. Ezra 9:1-6; 10:1-17 – Repentance is a hard thing and often 

requires difficult decisions. 
 
 

SOLOMON SAYS 

I love them that love me; 
And those that seek me diligently 

shall find me.  
(Proverbs 8:17) 

 

(Longsuffering) 

 

he had compassion on them, and healed their sick” (Matthew 14:14). 
When Jesus healed the two blind men, they said, “Lord, have mercy 
on us, thou son of David…And Jesus stood still, and called them, and 
said, What will ye that I should do unto you? They say unto him, Lord, 
that our eyes may be opened. And Jesus, being moved with 
compassion, touched their eyes; and straightway they received their 
sight, and followed him” (Matthew 20:30-34). 
 
Even though the Lord was full of compassion for the ills of man, 
physically and spiritually “it came to pass, when the days were well-
nigh come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to 
go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before his face: and they went, 
and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 
And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he were 
going to Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw this, 
they said, Lord, wilt thou that we bid fire to come down from heaven, 
and consume them? But he turned, and rebuked them” (Luke 9:51-
55). 
 
Jesus came to seek and to save that which is lost, (Luke 19:10). Albeit, 
there was opposition on every hand, and even as the Lord was 
bearing his cross, and the “multitude of the people, and of women 
who bewailed and lamented him,” followed, he said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for youR 
children. For behold, the days are coming, in which they shall say, 
Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the 
breasts that never gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the 
mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these 
things in the green tree, what shall they do in the dry?” (Luke 23:27-
31): if they will kill the righteous, what shall become of an 
unrighteous Jerusalem? 
 
When the Apostle Paul defined what love is, by what love does, He 
said, “Love suffereth long.” (1 Corinthians 13:4) Jesus is our example 
of longsuffering. ret 
 
 


