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SESSION UPDATE,
by Francis Priester,
Clerk of Session.

The Session this year has been faced
with more and larger challenges than
any Session in recent history. However,
with the leadership of our Moderator, Dr.
Harvey Jenkins, and our dedicated
group of Elders, progress has been
made and the future looks much brighter
The problems have included –
1. Finances. As our membership has
decreased over the years, so has our
income. Yet, our expenses have
remained almost constant. Our reserve
fund has been used to supplement our
income shortage in recent years so that
our reserve fund is now getting
dangerously low. George Carothers
and his Budget and Finance Committee
have worked hard to reduce our
expenses to be within our income. Our

(Session. page 2)

St.
Andrew’s
128th
Birthday
Celebration Sept. 14th.
Plans are underway for this year’s Birthday
Celebration...our 128th. Will there be
something special?
As you know Saturday, September 13 is our
official Charter Day. We became the 1st
Presbyterian Church of St. Andrews. Twelve
families witnessed the event among them
was the Mapes, forbearers of Ed Faile who
recently moved his family to Pensacola.
Our name change came later,
(Birthday, page 3)
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(Editor’s Note: The Bellringer has made
this space available to Session
Chairpersons so that the congregation will
better understand &
know these persons
making decisions
affecting the Church)

Page

Meet Our Clerk of
Session. . .

property insurance has been reduced by
changing insurers. Our giving to
missions and charities has been
reduced to 10% of our income. In an
effort to reduce utility costs, sponsors
and/or leaders of small groups using our
church have been asked to use small
rooms with window air
conditioners/heaters where possible
instead of heating/cooling the
Fellowship Hall and Sunday School
rooms. Other cost saving measures
have also been taken. Our expenses
have also been less this year due to the
fact that we do not have a full-time
supply pastor. Members will be asked
to estimate their giving to the church
next year to help with planning.

3. Weekly Supply Pastor. When Dr. Joe
Vaughn became incapacitated, we were
fortunate to have Rev. Tom Douglas, Rev,
Bill Burd, and Rev. Al Rowell available and
willing to serve as Supply Pastors until Scott
Perry was approved by Presbytery to serve.
Then Rev. Ann Veldhuisen moved into the
area and became our Temporary Supply
Pastor. Since her departure, we have not
had the good fortune to have available
ministers who are willing to serve on a
regular basis. Sara Daffin and the Worship
Committee have had a great deal of trouble
finding qualified speakers for each Sunday.

Your thoughts, your ideas, your
suggestions and your help will be
greatly appreciated. Feel free to
discuss any of these items with any of
the Elders, and if you have questions,
don’t hesitate to ask. We have no
secrets.
But most of all, we need your prayers
and continued support. Please pray for
our Session, our Church and our
Denomination.

Birthdays

4. Temporary Supply Pastor. With our
finances in the condition that they are, the
Session voted to seek a Temporary Supply
Pastor at this time and hopefully be able to
afford a Full-Time Pastor at a later date.
The procedure for getting the approval of
the Committee on Ministry (COM) of the
Presbytery is essentially the same for either
position. With the guidance of our
Moderator, the Session is following the
necessary steps by gathering the necessary
information to submit to the COM of
Presbytery. The congregation was recently
given a questionnaire which is a part of the
necessary information. In the meantime, we
are constantly looking for candidates to fill
the position once the paper work is
completed.
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5. New Members. One of our greatest
needs is new members. Very few will
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2. Choir Director. Since Fleta Dean
resigned last year, the Worship committee
and the Personnel Committee have been
searching for a full-time choir director. So
far, they have been unsuccessful. Sheila
Scott served as a temporary choir director
until her move to Alabama. Finding
someone each week remains a problem.

join a church that does not have a fulltime pastor. The Session is constantly
looking for new programs or ways to
interest new members. Any and all
suggestion or ideas that you may have
will be appreciated. In the meantime,
please invite your neighbors, friends, coworkers, and others that are not
attending church to come and worship
with us.
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SESSION, from page 1

We Asked You to
Share. . .

Happy 128th!

Sara Daffin brought these photos to our
attention.
Top one was taken of her house. And
you thought it never snowed in Panama
City. . .this is from December 1988.
And do you remember when?
At Christmas, poinsettias made a
wonderful Christmas tree. Guess they
got tired of doing that?
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(con’t from page 1)
but the event celebration took place around
that date.
One thing about the Celebrations, they
always proved what great cooks this church
has.
This year, you are asked to bring family,
friends and the community is invited, too.
But since we are faced with a problem with
our Bell tower and the possible relocation of
the bell, plus the belfry needs to be
repaired. Rains continue to come in from
the louvers and
dampen the fellowship
hall.
But Leo and his
committee will give you
more information on
this later. What was
proposed in the
session and as an example of sharing is to
have a ‘Special Offering’ on the 14 th. These
monies will go towards taking care of the
bell and the belfry problem.
Bring your favorite dishes (we had a real
nice trial run with Sue’s luncheon Aug. 24.)
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Birthday Celebration

Forum addresses GA actions and
amendments

The next Presbytery meeting will be in
Milton on September the 9th.

A LETTER FROM SHEILA
Dear Members, Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to be your music director. I
thoroughly enjoyed the experience: the
worship, the spiritual people, the dedication
of the congregation and leader, and
especially my relationships with choir
members.
Approximately 120 teaching elders, ruling
elders and members from churches
throughout the Florida Presbytery attended
a forum at Dogwood Acres Camp and
Retreat Center Sunday, Aug. 10. (Photo
courtesy of Polly Land). The Presbytery's
commissioners to the 221st
General Assembly – Rev. Randy Jackson,
teaching elder, and Leslie Yandle, ruling
elder – discussed recent GA actions.
Presbytery Stated Clerk Jeannie Dixon
explained the process by which the
Presbytery will vote in the future
on constitutional amendments proposed
and recommended to presbyteries by GA.
Each church will soon receive two printed
copies of amendments booklets.

Thank you for the reception and the lovely
gifts.
I forgot and said "debts" instead of
"trespasses" in the Lord's prayer yesterday.
Sincerely, Sheila
Sheila and her husband moved to Alabama in
June. John is an Episcopal priest and has
accepted a new church there. Their new
address is:
109 Woodcrest Circle
Eutaw, AL 35462

Some of the things that took place at that
meeting included: allowing teaching elders
to perform same sex marriages, The Belmar
Confession, Gun violence, fossil fuels etc. &
also educating one million children in the
next four years.

John & Sheila Scott
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The Presbyteries will vote on the matters
discussed in Detroit on the last Saturday in
January.
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There were 12 of us from St. Andrews
Presbyterian attending.

There is nothing better than a good
laugh to lighten a dark situation. They
say laughing is like jogging on the inside
and I try my best to get all the internal
exercise I can!
Laughter has been proven to speed
recovery from illness and injury and has
magnetic powers as well. Find
something that makes you laugh, and
others will flock to you. (Of course, they
may be wearing white coats and
carrying you out in a straitjacket, but
that's something to laugh at right there,
isn't it?)
I have shed my share of tears during my
life, and I know it is never easy to
plaster a smile on your face and pretend
to be happy when you're not. As
someone said, "Always keep your chin
up---and you'll bang your head on the
door frame!" But sometimes a little
pleasant pretending can help jump-start
your recovery. When you're stuck in the
pit and mired in the cesspool, hold on to
hope---and humor. Be open to
opportunities to laugh and anticipate a
happy future. The worst grave of all is a
closed heart.
When times are hard find something to
laugh about and feel God's blessings
envelop you. Don't hold back. Laughter
is the pole that helps balance the bad

Taken from the Women of Faith Daily Devotional

Submitted by: Maureen Wade

Presbyterian Women
The Women of the Church are not
meeting during the months of July &
August but will resume our Bible studies
on September 11th at 2:00 PM in the
Church Parlor. We meet every 2nd
Thursday of the month. We encourage
all women of the church to come out
and join us and bring a friend. We enjoy
a good time of Bible study and
fellowship. Our new study books are
entitled "Reconciling Paul", with
scripture readings from 2 Corinthians

A MORNING PRAYER
Dear Lord, so far today I am doing alright. I
have not gossiped, lost my temper, and
been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or selfindulgent. I have not whined, complained,
cursed or eaten any chocolate. I have
charged nothing on my credit card.
But I will be getting out of bed in a minute,
and I think that I will really need your help
then.
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A cheerful heart is good medicine PROVERBS 17:22

and the good as we walk the tightrope of
life. When anxiety engulfs us, it is a
tranquilizer with no side effects.
Laughter is a powerful weapon against
hopelessness and a reassuring comfort
blanket of God's love. Cherish the
gift...and use it often.

Submitted by:

Sue Heh
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HUMOR

CIRCUIT RIDING
PREACHER BREAD
This sweet bread was served to traveling
ministers in the 19th century.

They all added so much to our church,
especially to the session & the choir.
They are all truly missed and we hope
their situation changes soon so that they
can return to Panama City ASAP.

Quote of the Month…
by Jay Leno

"With hurricanes, tornados, fires
out of control, mud slides,
flooding,
severe thunderstorms tearing up
the country from one end to
another,
and with the threat of swine flu
and terrorist attacks.
Are we sure
this is a good time to take God out
of the Pledge of Allegiance?'

With an electric mixer on medium speed,
beat egg until light, about 1 minute.
Add sugar, oil
and vanilla; beat well. Blend in buttermilk
and
set aside. Mix together flour and baking
soda
in large bowl. Stir in remaining ingredients;
mix well. Add to egg mixture and stir until
well combined. Pour batter into a greased
and
floured 9X5 loaf pan. Bake at 350 for one
hour
or until done.
Submitted by,

Margie Nelson

From Steve Wade – comes a story
about a trip to Walmart, talk of the War
of 1812 and how it scared a 30+ man so
bad that the man went rushing out of the
store and off the property. There’s. not
enough room here. Hear it from Steve.
Very funny!
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Unfortunately Ed & Janie Faile & Janie's
mother Hannah Birks, had to return to
Pensacola in June due to health
problems.
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FAIRWELL TO THE FAILES &
HANNAH BIRKS

1 egg
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 cup oil
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup buttermilk
2 cups self rising flour
pinch of baking soda
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup maraschino cherries chopped
1/2 cup raisins
1/2 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips

were very small compared to American
children. Some of the children's
activities during Sue's two week stay
included: Bible study in school grades K
thru 12, church services twice a week,
playing soccer, jewelry making and a
popsicle party.

She told how she and 8 others took a 3
1/2 hour flight to Tegucigalpa
nicknamed Tegus which is a very busy
capitol city. They then were treated to a
hair-raising drive to their destination.
(Later they were joined by more
volunteers making their number 17.)
First they were taken to a "hotel" where
they would stay. The pictures of it
looked more like a motel of a by-gone
era.
The orphanage is walled-in and in the
city of Guaimaca and it is very safe
there but they were advised not to go
out in the city with less that 3 people, at
least one of them had to be a man. The
orphanage houses 600 children who

NEW DIRECTORIES
Have you
had an
opportunity
to use the
new church
directory
yet? It was
put together
by George
Carothers
and I'm
sure took
many hours
to
complete.
George did
a wonderful job of compiling the names,
addresses, phone numbers and Email
addresses of members and nonmembers.
Thanks George for a job well done.
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On August 24th, after feasting on a
covered-dish meal sponsored by Sara
Daffin's Worship Committee, Sue Heh
treated about 20 of us to a slide
presentation of her missionary trip to an
orphanage in Honduras.
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SUE'S HONDURAS TRIP

The founders of the orphanage are
David & Lydia Martinez. They will be at
Gulf Beach Baptist Church at 3 PM on
September 14th. Sue said they are a
lovely couple, so it would be wonderful if
a lot of us could attend.
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Attached is an article sent to us by
Joanna Jenkins.

Submitted by

Sara Daffin
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A well-worn one dollar and a similarly distressed
twenty dollar bill arrived at a Federal Reserve
Bank to be retired. As they moved along the
conveyor belt to be burned, they struck up a
conversation.
The twenty dollar bill reminisced about its
travels all over the country. "I've had a pretty
good life" the
twenty
proclaimed...."Why
I've been to Las
Vegas and Atlantic
City, the finest
restaurants in New
York,
performances on
Broadway, and
even a cruise to
the Caribbean..."
"Wow" said the
one dollar bill.
"You've really had
an exciting life!"
"So tell me" says
the twenty, "where
have you been
throughout your
lifetime?"
The one dollar bill
replies, "Oh I've
been to
the Catholic
Church, the
Methodist Church,
the Presbyterian
Church, the Baptist
Church, the

Lutheran Church...."
The twenty dollar bill
interrupts, "What's a
church?"
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THE TWENTY AND THE ONE
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COMING EVENTS
LINE DANCING
Line dancing led by Jane Perry will
resume in the middle of September.
Jane is an excellent instructor and all
the participants had a great time last
year, so why don't you come out and
join them. They meet on Thursday afternoons, date & time to
be announced soon.

Church-Wide
Garage Sale
Another rummage sale is slated to be
held October 17.
Please be looking around your house for
any unused treasures you may have.
Rooms in the Sunday School wing will be designated as a
drop-off place in order that items may be brought in ahead of
time. Last year's sale was lots of fun and we know this one
will be too. And we will also have a cookie bake and we will
be selling these at the Garage Sale.

Girl Scout Troop # 400
returns for their 2nd year.
This year plans call for
both Brownies and #400
Girl Scouts Troop.
Tentative plans are for a
Parent Council meeting
Thursday, Sept. 4 and
regular meetings will
begin Thursday, Sept.
18.(don’t be surprised if
we see some parents
and young scouts at the
Celebration on the 14th).
Line Dancers, Fitness
Folks might be there,
also.
Fitness Folks
announce fall plans for
hour change.
This past summer we
had changed the
Wednesday Fitness
hours to 8 am for Walk
about St. Andrews and
8:30 am for the
Wednesday Fitness
program to get a little
cooler time for the Walk.
There was no change
for the Tuesday 9 am
Fitness program. The
Body, Mind, Spirit
Fitness has had a
successful summer
program.
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And Things
Just Keep
Coming. . .

