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Ed i tor 's Desk

Dear  fr iends,

Life is a  tr ip

The only pr oblem is that i t  doesn't  come with a  map

We have to sear ch our  own r outes to r each our  own 
destinations!!!

H appy Reading!!

Regards,

Bhavna Botta

connectspecial .in

Ed i t i on  51



Tr an sfor m i n g Techn ol ogy
             Im agine a house where a person can access th ings with a touch or  voice 

com m and.

              H ow lovely i t  would be to just say "Get m y com puter " and i t  com es down to 
your  lap !!!! or  just say "clothes" and the whole wardrobe com es to your  hand 
reach !!!!

            Enter  Bum blebee, a tr ansform ative solut ion for  creat ing m ore space. 
Designed by form er  Tesla and Apple engineers, Bum blebee gives people m ore 
breath ing room , regardless of their  square footage

                  Room s can now tr ansform ? a l iving room  can becom e a bedroom , or  a 
bedroom  can becom e an off ice with a word or  tap. The m odular  system  is bui l t  
in to a cei l ing-m ounted gr id that can hold several  tons of weight and wi l l  r em ain 
m ounted through ear thquakes, f i r e, and decades of use

Picture shows  a l iving room  transform  in to a bed room  with the 
cot and bed sl iding down fr om  the cei l ing 
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Raise or  lower  com ponents l ike a bed, desk , and storage boxes on com m and 
and watch them  m ove.W hen your  f loor  is no longer  a place for  heavy 
dressers or  beds, you?l l  f ind you have room  to spare.To m ove, to th ink , and to 
express yoursel f.

Sankarshan  M ur thy is an engineer ,entrepreneur , f i r e-f ighter , and dad. H e 
has spent over  a decade work ing on h igh-im pact products that have defined 
categor ies including Apple W atch, DeW alt Cordless tools, and Tesla.

Prahlad is an engineer  and technologist who has en joyed leading team s and 
bui lding products for  over  twenty years at CVS, Avis, and in  technology 
consul t ing.

Sankarshan M ur thy and Prahlad founded Bum blebee Spaces to un lock  
unused space, create a m ore sustainable way of l iving and thus al low for  
sm al ler -footpr in t l iving for  al l .

H ow  safe i s Bum bl ebee?

Bum blebee is bui l t  wi th safety at the forefront. The system  has m ul t iple 
sensors and weight change detect ion for  al l  m oving elem ents. Things won?t 
com e down unless you want them  to

H ow  does Bum bl ebee w or k ?

Bum blebee furn i ture is m ounted onto a gr id aff ixed to the cei l ing (personal ly 
instal led by our  team ). Al l  elem ents are powered by a single AC out let, 
safety-m onitored by in fr ared and therm al  sensors, and m ove based on voice 
or  app based com m ands.

Thank you Kate (kate@bum blebeespaces.com )

Technology innovations like these would solve many access issues faced by  

persons with disabilit ies .



Tips for  your  at-hom e students with disabi l i t ies
Or i gi n al l y  featu r ed  i n  Access an d  In cl usi on  th r ough Techn ol ogy

https:/ / blogs.m icrosoft .com /accessibi l i ty/ inclusive-rem ote-learn ing/

blogs.m icrosoft.com - Shared byM icrosoft  UK

                             The m ost com m on quest ions we?ve received in  the last few 
weeks are fr om  parents of chi ldren with disabi l i t ies who are tr oubleshooting 
on l ine school ing and adopt new rem ote learn ing solut ions. M any parents 
are being cal led upon to help keep their  k ids engaged and learn ing dur ing 
th is confusing t im e. W hen you have a chi ld wi th a disabi l i ty, understanding 
what tools and technologies are avai lable becom es even m ore im por tant.

                      Technology is an essential  com ponent of r em ote learn ing and 
suppor t ing your  chi ld wi th a disabi l i ty at hom e. As a parent of a m iddle 
schooler  wi th disabi l i t ies who is tak ing classes fr om  hom e, I?ve defin i tely 
been on a learn ing curve these last few weeks and grown an even deeper  
appreciat ion for  m y parents who were both elem entary school  teachers. 
Thank ful ly, technology today al lows creat ion of accessible, vi r tual  
classroom s that ensure students have the access to their  academ ic 
cur r iculum .

                           I  am  proud to work  at M icrosoft  where fr ee, bui l t -in  accessibi l i ty 
features suppor t student-centered learn ing and connect ion as learners 
tack le com plex subjects l ike m ath and wr i t ing ? even fr om  hom e. I t?s also 
im por tant to in ject som e accessible fun in to the rem ote learn ing process, 
and we?re f i rm  bel ievers in  the power  of play both as a source of 
enter tainm ent, as wel l  as social  and em otional  learn ing.

                    W e want to share with you som e sim ple steps you can take to 
em power  you and your  student wi th technology .

https://blogs.microsoft.com/accessibility/inclusive-remote-learning/
http://blogs.microsoft.com/
http://twitter.com/MicrosoftUK
http://twitter.com/MicrosoftUK
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/educators/student-centered-learning
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/educators/student-centered-learning
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Suppor t i n g you r  studen t  i s just  a cl i ck  aw ay .

                               M any of the accessibi l i ty features you?l l  need are em bedded in to 
M icrosoft  365 products. You can turn on ?focus? to el im inate distr act ions, m ake 
displays bigger , turn on capt ions or  ?check  accessibi l i ty? of content by cl ick ing on the 
button next to spel l  check . Across the spectrum  of disabi l i ty, we have features that can 
assist. W e encourage you to check  out al l  of our  accessibi l i ty features to learn what 
works best for  you and your  student. Our  team  has also put together  four  guides that 
walk  through the key inclusivi ty features to use for  Reading,W r i t ing,M ath, 
andCom m unicat ion.

These solut ions are also captured in  th is great video fr om  M ike Thol fsen and the 
M icrosoft  Education team  behindLearn ing Tools. These fr ee tools are a gam e changer  
for  developing reading and wr i t ing sk i l ls, and is now em power ing over  23 m i l l ion 
people with dyslexia and learn ing disabi l i t ies every m onth. Do check  them  out and play 
with the tools!

Lear n i n g th r ough p l ay.

Gam ing is a great tool  to suppor t learn ing whi le having som e fun. The Xbox Adaptive 
Control ler  has opened up exponential  possibi l i t ies to m any in  the last two years. I f  
you?re look ing for  som ething instruct ional , give these a tr y:

1.The M indful  Knight is a m edieval  in teract ive wor ld that teaches m indfulness, social  
awareness and sel f-r egulat ion ? and we?ve put together  som e lesson plans to get you 
star ted.

2.M inecraft : Education Edit ion, al lows students to co-play, develop leadership sk i l ls, and 
explore and create wor lds. The fr ee educational  content we?ve curated lets players 
explore the In ternat ional  Space Stat ion though a par tnership with NASA, learn to code 
with a robot, visi t  fam ous W ashington D.C. landm arks, f ind and bui ld 3D fr actals, learn 
what i t?s l ike to be a m ar ine biologist, and so m uch m ore. I t  includes Im m ersive Reader , 
and wi l l  r ead h ighl ighted words and im ages out loud ? l ike ?Creeper? and ?M ooshroom ?. 
I t?s also fr ee to download through June.

3.Fl ipGr id is a favour i te in  our  household, and is a neat way to dr ive connect ion with 
fel low classm ates, fr iends and teachers. Students record ?shor t awesom e? videos based 
on topics you (or  your  educator ) create. Again, there are som e sam ple lesson plans to 
get you star ted. Captions are avai lable for  the videos and i t  is navigable via screen 
readers.

https://sway.office.com/vAdiAMXOJEQGVbqX
https://sway.office.com/vAdiAMXOJEQGVbqX
https://aka.ms/InclusiveReadingDemo
https://aka.ms/InclusiveWritingDemo
https://aka.ms/InclusiveMathDemo
https://aka.ms/InclusiveCommunicationDemo
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/learning-tools
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/learning-tools
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/how-learners-are-developing-social-emotional-skills-with-minecraft/
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/how-learners-are-developing-social-emotional-skills-with-minecraft/
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/how-learners-are-developing-social-emotional-skills-with-minecraft/
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/how-learners-are-developing-social-emotional-skills-with-minecraft/
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/how-learners-are-developing-social-emotional-skills-with-minecraft/
https://education.minecraft.net/lessons/the-mindful-knight/
https://education.minecraft.net/lessons/the-mindful-knight/
https://education.minecraft.net/social-emotional-learning/
https://education.minecraft.net/social-emotional-learning/
https://education.minecraft.net/social-emotional-learning/
https://education.minecraft.net/get-started/
https://education.minecraft.net/get-started/
https://education.minecraft.net/get-started/
https://info.flipgrid.com/


At  a gl an ce

A shor t  gu i de to accessi bi l i ty  featu r es

The Accessibi l i ty Checker , 

A fr ee tool  avai lable in  W ord, Excel , Outlook , One Note, and 
PowerPoint on W indows, Off ice Onl ine, or  M ac, and Vision 
W indows. I t  f inds m ost accessibi l i ty issues and explains why each 
m ight be a potent ial  problem  for  som eone with a disabi l i ty. I t  also 
offer s suggest ions on how to resolve each issue.

Focus Assist

Focus Assist al lows you to turn off not i f icat ions in  W indows anyt im e you 

need to focus. You wi l l  not r eceive not i f icat ions fr om  any of your  

instal led apps.

El im inat ing m oving objects such as not i f icat ions m ay also reduce str ess 
and help people focus.

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f
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Caption ing

W indows 10 closed capt ions wi l l  display text of the words spoken in  the audio

por t ion of a video, TV show, or  m ovie. To custom ize closed capt ions, go to the

Ease of Access (W indows Logo Key + U) then Closed Captions

Consistent Keyboard Shor tcuts

Keyboard shor tcuts (e.g., Ctr l  + C to Copy) are the sam e across the whole OS

regardless of version.

Exam ples of keyboard shor tcuts.

To share or  r ead archive edi t ions log on to con n ectspeci al .i n

To subscr ibe wr i te to bot ta.bhavn a@gm ai l .com


