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Supreme Court: Agrees to hear case on states’ authority over elections
changes to federal elections and
the once-a-decade redrawing of
congressional districts. The case
probably will be argued in the fall.

“This case could profoundly al-
ter the balance of power in states 
and prevent state courts and 
agencies from providing protec-
tions for people’s right to vote,” 
said Rick Hasen, a law professor 
at the University of California, 
Irvine. “There’s a wide range of 
ways the court could rule on this. 
Taken to its extreme, it would be a 
radical reworking of our system of 
running elections.”

In the most extreme example, 
lawyers said, if the Supreme Court 
were to rule that no entity besides 
state legislatures can set rules 
regarding federal elections, that 
could stop a governor from veto-
ing election bills or a state court 
from blocking rules that set up 
different voting hours in urban 
and rural precincts.

Jason Torchinsky, a Republican 
lawyer who wrote a legal brief 

urging the high court to take the 
case, said it is absurd to think the 
Supreme Court would ultimately 
allow that. He noted that as re-
cently as 2015, the court agreed 
that legislatures do not have ab-
solute power in elections, ruling 
that Arizona’s voter-approved re-
districting commission could le-
gally take the authority away from 
lawmakers to draw district lines.

“I don’t think you can take 
the theory as far as ‘the legisla-
tures alone can do whatever they 
want,’�” Torchinsky said. “The 
problem is we have these rogue 
state courts.”

The case, an appeal from North 
Carolina Republicans, challenges 
a state court ruling throwing out 
the congressional districts drawn 
by the General Assembly that 
seemingly would have made GOP 
candidates likely victors in 10 of 
the state’s 14 congressional dis-
tricts.

The Supreme Court has never 
invoked what is known as the in-
dependent state legislature doc-

trine, but four of the court’s con-
servative justices have expressed 
interest in taking on the subject. 
One of them, Justice Clarence 
Thomas, was among three jus-
tices who advanced it in the Bush 
v. Gore case that settled the 2000 
presidential election.

It only takes four of the nine 
justices to agree to hear a case. A 
majority of five is needed for an 
eventual decision.

North Carolina  
and Pennsylvania

The issue has arisen repeatedly 
in cases from North Carolina and 
Pennsylvania, where Democratic 
majorities on the states’ highest 
courts have invoked voting protec-
tions in their state constitutions to 
frustrate the plans of Republican-
dominated legislatures.

The case comes as state courts 
have become increasingly involved 
in redistricting, the consequence 
of a 2019 decision in which the Su-
preme Court said federal courts 

could no longer handle claims of il-
legal partisan gerrymandering.

Initially, in cases in states such as 
North Carolina and Pennsylvania, 
that hurt Republicans and helped 
Democrats. But courts in Demo-
cratic-dominated states includ-
ing Maryland and New York then 
threw out maps as Democratic 
gerrymanders, leaving Republi-
cans with a slight edge at the end of 
the once-a-decade congressional 
redistricting process.

The high court already has an-
other significant redistricting 
case on its to-do list for the fall, a 
reconsideration of how the Vot-
ing Rights Act requires majority-
minority districts to be drawn to 
ensure marginalized groups have 
a chance at electing their preferred 
representatives.

But the North Carolina case has 
implications far beyond redistrict-
ing. The independent state legisla-
tive doctrine could also hold that 
state courts cannot stop legisla-
tures from imposing any restric-
tions they want on congressional 

voting or even the selection of 
electors who choose the president 
of the United States.

North Carolina House Speaker 
Tim Moore, who filed the appeal 
to the high court, cheered the news 
that the case will be heard.

“This case is not only critical to 
election integrity in North Caro-
lina, but has implications for the 
security of elections nationwide,” 
Moore, a Republican, said in a 
statement.

Voting rights groups were furi-
ous.

“In a radical power grab, self-
serving politicians want to defy 
our state’s highest court and im-
pose illegal voting districts upon 
the people of North Carolina,” said 
Bob Phillips of Common Cause, 
North Carolina, which brought the 
lawsuit that overturned the GOP-
drawn maps. “We will continue to 
stand up for the people of our state 
and nation as this case goes to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. We must stop 
this dangerous attack on our free-
dom to vote.”

Boy: Found dead in pool
bers of his group during a 
scheduled 3 to 6 p.m. time 
slot, according to the state-
ment. After the planned 
activity, church organiz-
ers “reportedly cleared the 
pool” and led their group to 
the next activity.

When the group no-
ticed Khai was missing, 
retreat chaperones said 

they checked the pool and 
searched the area but could 
not find him, according to 
the statement.

Emergency responders 
were called, and the search 
began across the grounds 
and the surrounding area. 
His body was located just 
after 2 a.m. Thursday in the 
pool, according to the coro-
ner’s office.

The campground state-
ment says that with Khai’s 
being found in the pool, 
authorities are focusing on 
“what specifically trans-
pired” between the 6 p.m. 
cutoff of swim time and 2 
a.m. the next morning.

An autopsy was scheduled 
for this morning, according 
to the coroner’s office.

The campground officials 
wrote that it plans to con-
duct an “exhaustive internal 
review” of the tragedy and 

will work to support Khai’s 
family while working with 
the church and the police.

“Our thoughts and prayers 
remain with the Khai fam-
ily, Pau’s friends, and the 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church community as we 
continue to collectively 
mourn and process this dev-
astating loss,” campground 
officials wrote in the state-
ment.

All camps have been can-
celed through the weekend.

Budget: Wolf administration, lawmakers work to settle final details
enth-hour wrangling over a 
number of issues, including 
pressure by Republicans for 
Wolf to agree to election-
related legislation that has 
roots in former President 
Donald Trump’s baseless 
claims that Democrats stole 
the 2020 election.

The state’s bank account 
is flush with billions in extra 
cash — tax receipts boosted 
by inflation and an economy 
juiced with federal pandem-
ic subsidies — but the extra 
money in a state accustomed 
to deficits hasn’t necessarily 
solved problems.

Without new budget leg-
islation signed into law by 
today, the state will lose the 
authority to make some pay-
ments, although a stalemate 
must typically last several 
weeks before any effect on 
services is felt.

Both the House and the 
Senate scheduled weekend 
voting sessions in an effort 
to finish a budget package 
before Independence Day.

Missing the budget dead-
line has revived memories 
of protracted, monthslong 
budget fights between Wolf 
and the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature in 2015 
and 2017.

Starting the fiscal year 
without a budget in place 
isn’t “preferable, but the 
most important thing is to 
get it right, and that’s what 
we’re doing,” said Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Pat Browne, R-
Lehigh.

Negotiations in closed-
door talks revolve around a 
substantial amount of new 

aid for public schools — al-
beit under half the amount 
Wolf sought in his Febru-
ary budget proposal — and 
various concessions by the 
Democratic governor to Re-
publican lawmakers who 
control the Legislature.

New aid for public schools 
is expected to land at around 
$850 million, or about 10% 
more, lawmakers say. That 
is short of the almost $1.8 
billion more that Wolf had 
initially requested for in-
struction, school operations 
and special education.

The new aid will include 
substantial sums for school 
security upgrades and 
school counselors or psy-
chiatrists.

Seeking 
concessions

Despite billions in extra 
cash, budgetmakers have 
said they are not contem-
plating any sort of broad-
based tax cut for Pennsylva-
nians on sales or income.

Rather, Wolf and Republi-
can lawmakers have focused 
on cutting Pennsylvania’s 
9.99% corporate income 
tax rate, one of the nation’s 
highest. Along with that,
Wolf has sought changes to
ensure more multistate cor-
porations pay the tax.

In exchange for boosting 
aid to schools, Republican 
lawmakers sought conces-
sions on various policy goals 
that Wolf had unilaterally 
pursued over Republican 
objections.

Those include Wolf’s 
plan to toll up to nine in-
terstate bridges — which 

was blocked in a Thursday 
ruling by Commonwealth 
Court — and subject charter 
schools to stronger ethics,
accounting and admissions
standards.

Republicans have also 
pressed for an agreement on 
legislation to restrict third-
party funding for county 
election offices and equip-
ment — a throwback to GOP 
complaints that money
from the nonprofit Center 
for Technology and Civic 
Life was heavily tilted to 

left-leaning counties to help 
Democrat Joe Biden win 
2020’s presidential election.

The movement fueled
by Trump’s false claims of 
widespread voter fraud has
latched onto the 2020 do-
nations as one of its many 
grievances over how the 
election was conducted.

Money distributed by the 
Center for Technology and 
Civic Life came from Face-
book founder Mark Zucker-
berg, drawing the nickname 
“Zuckerbucks” from Repub-

licans.
Lancaster County com-

missioners voted to accept 
$474,201.96 from the Cen-
ter for Tech and Civic Life 
in October 2020, ahead of 
that year’s general elec-

tion, according to an LNP 
| LancasterOnline report. 
Though the commission-
ers expressed reservations 
about accepting third-party 
money, they said they would 
use it to pay for services and 
other items that the county 
had already decided to pur-
chase.

The center and county of-
ficials say counties received 
what they asked for, and 
Philadelphia’s election offi-
cials have testified in a legis-
lative hearing that elections 
in more heavily populated 
counties are more expen-
sive to administer on a per-
resident basis.

Another fight involves 
state aid for the University 
of Pittsburgh.

Abortion rights opponents 
in the House have held up 
the state’s annual aid to Pitt, 
insisting the university first 
end its federally funded fe-
tal tissue research.

The university historically 
has received aid every year 
from the state, and Wolf has 
proposed $162.5 million for 
it, a 5% increase.

The university says fetal 
tissue research is critical to 
efforts to cure serious dis-
eases, including Alzheim-
er’s, diabetes and Parkin-
son’s, and to helping to 
deliver healthy babies suc-
cessfully.
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The Pennsylvania Capitol building in Harrisburg on March 7. Pennsylvania’s new fiscal year will 
begin without a state budget in place, as Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration and top Republican law-
makers worked through Thursday’s deadline to hammer out a roughly $42 billion spending plan.
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HEALTH

VisionCorps offers no-cost eye exams
Nonprofit’s program to provide vision checks, glasses and more based on need
ENELLY BETANCOURT
EBETANCOURT@LNPNEWS.COM

Lancaster-based Vision-
Corps is partnering with the 
Pennsylvania Vision Foun-
dation to offer free eye exam-
ination and glasses to quali-
fied adults and children.

“We offer individuals in 
our community who may 
not be able to afford to get
their eyes checked and pur-
chase glasses access to a pro-
gram that can provide the 
exam and glasses for free,” 

said Dennis Steiner, Vision-
Corps president and CEO.

The income-based pro-
gram provides a free vi-
sion examination and basic 
frames and lenses. Anyone 
in need is encouraged to 
call VisionCorps at 717-205-
4141 or email mkubicki@
visioncorps.net to check on 
their eligibility for the ser-
vices.

“Keeping your eyes 
healthy is an important part 
of preserving eyesight, and 

help with an eye exam and 
glasses is one of the many 
services we offer,” Steiner 
said.

VisionCorps provides edu-
cation and blindness pre-
vention services, rehabili-
tation and employment. It 
serves clients ranging in age 
from newborns to seniors.

The nonprofit screens
more than 7,000 children 
annually for vision loss and 
serves approximately 2,000 
individuals with rehabilita-

tion services in Lancaster, 
Lebanon, Chester, York and 
Adams counties. It also of-
fers programs, in-person 
and virtual, about common 
eye conditions, living with
low vision, employing peo-
ple with low vision and tips
for living independently.

All the programs are pro-
vided free of charge, and
services offered to clients
of VisionCorps are free. For
more information, go to vi-
sioncorps.net.


